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TOE 

H 1ST O ft. Y 

p r T « K 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBAf ES 

OF THE 

H 6 U S E of G O MM O N S, 

Inthe FIRST. SESSIONofthe 

Sixteenth Parliament of Grbat Bkitaik, 

Appointed to be holden at West MI NSTES. 

■ 

On Tuesday thc'iSth of May, 1784. 

May iS. 

JL HE Commons afleipbled agreeable to the return of the 
writs, and a number of members being fworn bv the Lord. 
Steward, they attended H'w Majefly at the bar of the Houfe 
of Peers, where the Lord Chancellor addreffed the; Clerk in 
the ufual terms* — That His Majefty deferred declaring the . 
caufes of calfing this Parliament until there fliould be a 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons— and therefore direfting 
them tochufe aiit perfon to be their Speaker, and prefent 
fuch perfon the next day. 

, The members being returned to their own Houfe, and the 
pkafure of His Majefty being fignified by Mr. Hatfell, 

The Marquis of Graham moved "^* That the right ho- Marquis of 
nourable Charles- Woifran Cornwall be called to the chair.'* Graham. 
This was feconded by Sir George Howard. 

^ Mr. Fox highly approved of the motion for re-feating the m,, Fox. 
late Speaker. He rofe only for the piirpofc of taking notice 

* For tlic detail of the bufinefs of clcftixjga Speaker, vide this 
work, vol. I. fgrthe year 1780, . 

Vol. XV. - B of 
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of the criminal and unwarrantable conduft of the High Bailiff 
of Weftminfter>, who had not obeyed the precept, and had 
ffiade no return whatever, or what was at leafV equal to no 
return*. Mr; Fox fpoke of the condu6l: of the ttigb Bailiff 
in terms of great indignation, arid gave notice to the Houfe 

* Thf ele6^ion for the city of Weftminfter continued till the 1 7th, 
♦the day before the return 0/ the writ.. The High Bailiflf made the 
following return : ' ' 

** Thomas Corbett, Bailiff of 'the liberty of the Dean and Chapter 
of t|he collegiate church of St. Peter, at Weftftiinfter, in the county 
of Middlesex, doth hereby certify unto the Sheriff of the faid county 
of Middlefex, that by virtu© of a certain precept, dated the i6th day 
of March laft, and on the fame day delivered tp him the faid Bailifip, 
by the faid Sheriff, for the tleftion of two Citizens to ferve in the 
enfuing Parliament for the city of Weftminfter, and by virtue of the 
writ therein recited (proclamation of the premifes in the ifaid precept 
firft mentioned, of the day and place, as in the faid precept is di- 

* refted, firft being made), he the faid Bailiff di^ proceed to the elec- 
tion of two Citizens to ferve in the enfuing Parliament for the faid 
city of Weftminfter, on the ift day of April now laft paft, on which 
day appeared and were put in nomination the three candidates herein 

. after mentioned, and a poll being demanded, he the faid Bailiff did 
forthwith proceed to tak^the faid poll, and continued to take the fame 
day by day, during fix hours each day, viz, from nine in the forenoon 
to three in the afternoon, until the day of the date of thefe prefents. 
.•inclufive, on which day the faid poll was finally clofed, when the 
numbers on the faid poll for the <aid candidates ftood as follow, viz. 

, For the Right Hon. Sir Samuel Hood, , Baronet, 

Baron Hood of thle kingdom of Ireland, — — 6694 
For the Right Hon. Charles-James Fox, — - — — , 6*33 ' 
For Sir Cecil Wray, Baronet, ^ 5998 

» 
The faid Bailiff farther fcts forth, That on the faid final clofe of 
the poll,, a fcrutiny was duly demanded in behalf of Sir Cecil Wray : 
which fcrutiny the faid Biailiff has granted ^or the purpofe of invcfti- 
gating the legality of the votes-more acurately than could be done on 
the faid poll : and the faid fcrutiny, fo granted, is now pending and 
undetermined, an(J by reafon of the premifes, the faid Bailiff humbly 
conceives he cannot make any other return to the faid Precept than 
as herein before is contained, until the faid fcrutiny (hall-be^deter- 
mined, which he fully intends to' proceed upon with all pra£ticable 
difpatch. — In witnefs whereof, he, -the faid Thomas Corbett, Bailiff 
of the faid liberty, hatji hereunto fet his hand and feal, the 17th 
day of May, in the year of our Lord, 1 7 84. 

THO. CORBETT, Bailiff/' 

that 
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that this return misft be inquired into before they could, with 
decency, proceed to any other bufinefs. It w^is the moft 
attentive concern of the Houfe to take care that the reprefen- 
tation of the people was 6ompleat ; and this breach of privi« ' 

lege ftruck at the root of reprefentation^ If the Bailiff of 
Rye had adled like the Bailiff of Weftminfter, they Would 
not have had the moft proper perfon that day to call to the 
chair. He ftated the point in a variety of ftrong lights, and .' 
gave notice that he fhould call the ajttention of the Houfe to 
it, as foon as it was poffible for them, by their rules, to 
proceed to bufinefs. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that when the proper The Chan* 
time came for the difcuffion of the point, he had no doubt ^J.^'/q*|J* 
but gentlemen would treat it with the^tttention which it ^ ***""" 
deferved-— in the tuean time he trufted^^that the harfh epi- 

^ thets of the right honourable gentleman would not have any 
influence on tne Houfe, nor prejudice^ them againft the objeft 

. of them. , * 

The queftion was carried unanimoufly, and Mr. Cornwall 
was placed in the chair. 

' May ig. 

The Commons attended His Majefty at the bar of the 
Houfe of Peers ; and the ^Speaker being approved of, he 
humbly claimed for the Hoiufe their ancient privileges; and 
this ceremony over,^His Majefty opened the feffion with 
the following moft gracious fpeech from the throne : 

.** My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

* *' I have the,greateft fatisfafliion in meeting you in Par- 
•* Hament at this time, after recurring, in fo important a 
** moment, to the fenfe of my people. I have a juft and con- 
** fident reliance, that you are aninaated with the fame fen- 
'*' timeilts of loyalty, and the fame attachment to our ex- 
«^ celient conftltution^ which I have had the bappinefs to 
^^ fee fo fully nianifefted in every v part of 4ie kingdom. 
** The happy cff(6£ls of fuch a difpofition will, I doubt not, 
«* appear in the temper anrf wifdom of your deliberations, 
*« and in the difpatch of the important objefts of public 
** bufinefs which demand your attention. It will afford 
** me peculiar pleafure to find, that the exercife of the 
** power ehtrufted to me by the Conftitution, has 
** been productive of tonfequences fg beneficial to my 
B a « fubjeas, 
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'« fubjefls, whofc intereftsr and welfere arc always ncarcft 
** my beiart. ^ 

** Gentlemen of the Houft of Commons^ 
"I have ordered the eftimates for tlit current year to 

' ** be laid before yojuj and I truft to your zeal and afFec- 
** tion. to make fudh provifions , for their farther fupply, 
**^ aftd for the application of the fums granted in the laft 
** Parliament, as may appear to be neceffaiy. 

*',I iincerely lament every addition to the burthens 
** of my people i but they will, I aiii perfuaded, feel the 
<^ neceffity, after a long and expenfive war, of efFeftually 
** providing for the maintenance of the national faith and 
^« our public crec^k, fr* eflcntial t6 the power and profpe- 
«< rity of the State? 

^^^My Lords and Gentlemen^ . ' 

** The alarming progrefs of frauds in the revenue, a<!- 

^< companied in fo maliy inftances with violence, will not. 
«* fail on every acQount to excite your attention. I muft^. 
«* at the fame time, recommend to your mod ferious 

^*^ confideration, to frame fuch commercial regulations as 
f * may appear immediately nedeflary in the prefent mo- 
*^ ment. The affairs of the Eaft-India Company form, an 
** objefl: of deliberajtion deeply connefted with, the gene- 
** ral interefts^ of the country. While you feel a juft 
*• anxiety to provide foV the good government of our pof- 
** feffions in that part of the .world, you will, I truft, ne- 
•^ ver »lofe fight of the effeft which any meafure to be " 

• V adopted for that purpofe may'have on our own Confti- 
' ** jtutiqp, and our deareft interefts at home. You will 
** find me always defirous to concur with you in fuch mea- 
*^ fures as may be of lafting benefit to my people : I have 
*'nowvfli but tb confult their profperfty, by a coriftant 
** attention to every objefi of national concern, by a uni- 
^* form adherence to the true principles of bur free Con- 
** ftitution, and by'fupporting and maintaining,, in their 
** juft balance, the rights and privileges of every branch . 
*^ of the Legiflature." 

The Commons then returned to their own Houfe, and tl]e 

Speaker from the chair addrefiied them in a ihort fpeech oJF 

thanks for the honour they had done him. After which 

, they proceeded to the fwearing in of members^ which was" 

their only employment for feveral days. 
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May 24. 

The fwcaring in of members, and the revival of the ^ 
ftanding orders of the Houfe, tobk up till near five o'clock. 

Mr. Lee then rofe to bring under the confiderationof the Mr. 
Houfe, the return that had been niade by the High BailifF 
of Weftminfter tothe/rawr/^^of the Sheriff of Middlefex, * 
for elefting two citizens to ferve in Parliament. The con«- 
du£k of that officer appeared to him to be fuch, that he 
held himfelf warranted, as a lawyer, in faying that it was 
illegal, contrary to his known duty, and to the exprefs and 
pofitive law of the Und. He hoped that if he was right 
in all thefe pofitions^ or in any one of them, the Houfe 
would readily agree to the motion which he intended to 
make before he ihould fit down. But as the regular way to 
bring the bufinefs before the Houfe, he moved that ,the re- 
turn, which was to be the fubjeft of his motion, might be 
read. The Clierk accordingly read it. As foon as the re- 
turn was read, Mr. Lee proceeded. He faid tliat if there 
was ohe principle in parliamentary law more clear, or more 
indifputable than another, it was this— -that a writ ought 
to be returned on the day on which in the writ itfelf it is 
made returnable. This pofition appeared fo evident from 
the words of the loth and nth of King William III. that 
when he firft heard of the return that had been juft read, 
he firmly believed the meafure muft have been advifed by 
perfons who either did not know that fuch an aft was in 
exiftence, or who had fuffered It entirely to efcape their 
memory. To convince the jHoufe that he was well found- 
ed in this, he needed only to read the particular part of the 
aft to which he alluded, chap. 7. The words are, " For 
preventing abufes in the returns of writs of fummons for 
the calling and affembling of any Parliament for the fu- 
ture, or writs for the choice of any new member. to ferve 
in Parliament ; and to the end fuch writs may, by the pro* 
per officer or his deputy, be duly returned and delivered to 
the Clerk of the Crown, to be by him filed, according to 
the ancient and legal* courfe : Be i^ enafted by the King's 
mofl excellent Majefty, &c. that the Sheriff, or other offi- 
cer, having the execution or return of any fuch writ, which 
fliall be iffued for the future, ffiaU, on or before the day 
that any future Parliament {hall be called to meet, (and with 
all convenient expedition^ not exceeding fourteen days, 
after any eledlion made by virtue of any new writ)" either 
• ' .in 
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in pcrfon, or by his deputy, make return of the fame to 
the Clerk of the Crown In the High Court of Chancery, 
to be by him filed/* &c. After he had read the words of 
the ftatute, he afked tlie Houfe whether any candid and 
impartial man could lay his hand upon his breaft and fay, 
that the High Bailiff had complied with the pofitive injunc- 
tion of this aci: ? Had hp returiied the writ or praecipe? 
Had he made any retur^i ? He contended, . and on this he 
was ready to flake his charafter as a lawyer, that the return 
which had been juft read was no return at all within the 
ftatute that he had quoted; and on this head the flatute 
•fiiould fpeak for itfelf, and prove, that within the purvieu 
of the a£t,, the return enjoined by it was a return of mem- 
bers ; for immediately ^fter the pafTage quoted by him from 
the flatute, follow thefe words — ** and the Sheriff or other 
^« perfon making fuch return, fhall pay to the faid Clerk of 
*' the Crown, the ancient and lawful fees of four fhillings, 
*' and no more, for ejirery knight of the fbire ; and two (hil- 
*' lings, and no more, for every citizen, burgefs, or baron 
*' of the Cinque Ports, returned into the faid Court, to be by 
•^ him filed." From this a£l then it appeared mofl evident, 
that the writs for calling a new Parliament ought, by law^ 
to be returned on or before the day on which the Parlia- 
ment is to meet : that on that day the members for eledion, 
of whom the writs are iffued, ought to be, returned; and 
that the returning officer could not, without a mar^ifeft' 
violation of law, refufe to make a return of fuch members. 
As to the fourteen days mentioned ii^ the afly they were 
allowed only after eleftions, for filling up vacancies during 
a Parliament ; and therefore did not apply to the prefent 
cafe, which related tcf a new Parliament. This, then, 
being the cafe, he was founded in faying, that the Higk 
Bailiff of Weftminfler had a£led contrary to law ; ' and con- 
fequently Contrary to his duty. That he knew it was his 
duty to make a fetufn on or before the day of the meeting 
of the Parliament, .was pretty obvious from this circum- 
ftanee, that of his own authority he clofed the poll, on the 
17th infl. the day before the prefent Parliatnent met. Now 
what was the juflification of his condufl' that the High 
Bailiff had fet up ? It was fimply this— that a fcrutiny had 
been demanded, which he had thought proper to grant. 
This, furely, at beft, would have been but a lame excufe; 
but it had not even the fhadow of ah excufe in the prefent 
cafe, becaufe the fcrutiny was granted at a time when by 

lavsr 
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hw it ought to ' have been refufed ; becaufe the law had 
rendered the hnfinefs of i fi^rutiny impoffible, as it could^ 
aot^ in the prefent cafe^ take place at all, the period for 
carrying on a poll, of which a fcrutiny is only a continua- 
tionoelapfing on the very day when the fcri^tiny was de- 
manded. For his part, he would very freely confefs, that 
he was ah enemy to fcrutinies, and lb had the Houfe of 
Commons ever been, and for this plain relfon ; that the 
returning officers who carry them on, have not the necef- 
iary powers to carry them on with any e6Fe£l: :— They can- 
not ifiue any ffimmons to compel the attendance of wit- 
neffes, and they have not the power of tendering an oath 
to fuch as may voluntarily attend the txibunal. He did not 
mean, however, to fay, that it was illegal to grant a fcru- 
tiny ^ he was, on the contrary, ready jco admit the legality 
ef a fcrutiny^ provided it was concluded before the day oti 
which the writs are returnable j but beyond that day he' 
would not admit it to be legal. Enemy as he was in gene- 
ral to a fcrutiny, he would not fay, that, within the verge 
«f poffibility a cafe might not arife, in which it might be 
proper to grant one ; but this much he would fay, that in 
the whok courfc of his experience (which, by the bye, 
lay very much in queftions of eledions) he never met a 
cafe in which it would not have been infinitely more proper 
to refufe than grant a fcrutiny; and he called upon any 
profeflional gentlemen on the- other fide of the. Houfe, who 
were converfant in thofe matters, whether the general, 
fenfe of Parliament and of Seleft Committees did not go 
with him in this aflertion ? By the expreffed fenfe of Par- 
liament, and the opinions of the ableft men, he was rea4y 
to try the merits of the fpecies of return which had been 
made by Thomas Corbett. It was the opinion of that great 
. lawyer, the late Mr. Chancellor Yorke, that the numbers 
on the poll were abfolutely binding upon the returning 
officer; and the reafon of this opinion was obvious ; it was, 
that the returning officer ought not to fufFer the name of a 
peribn not duly qualified to vote, to be upon the poll ; 
but its being once admitted, it was conclvifive againft the 
returning officer, who could not afterwards obje£t to it, 
without impliedly admitting that he had been remifs in his 
Huty in fuffering any one to vot^ who was not legally quaf 
lified. The' poll then was to be the returning officer!s , 
guide, and as he ought not to admit improper perfons tf> 
TotCy fo he ought not'himfelf to arraign his own poll,. 
I and 
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and fuppole that pcrfons not duly qualified had been by* 
him permitted iq vote. He did not mean in the prcfent. 
ftage* of the bufinefs to move for the punifhment of the 
High Bailiff $ his only objeft fof this day, was, to propqfc 
to the Houfe to refoFve, what he ought to have done ; 
and yet if he were to go the full length this day, of mov- 
ing that he fhould be taken into ciiftbdy, th^ precedents 
of the Houfe would bear him out in makinjg fuch a motion^ 
for on a fimilar occafion the Sheriffs and other t^turniiig 
officers, as had been the cafe in 1702, in the Cumberland 
cleftion, had been attached without s^ny previous ftep, and 
fimply on the ground, that the King having commanded 
them to return members to ferve in Parliament, and an cx- 
prefs fta:tute enjoining them to return them'on or or before 
a |)articular day, the omiffion of a return of members ott 
that day, was in itfelf a palpable violation of an a£i; of 
Parliament. Nay, fo jealous had fornicr Houfes of Com- 
mons been of their privileges, that when all their mem« 
bers were, not returned, they not only imprifoned thofe 
who omittpd to make the returns, but they frequently re* 
fufed to proceed to bufinefs till all the returns were made, 
aiid the number of members completed : — And indeed he 
was not furprifed that they fhould be fo jealous on this 
laead, for if fcrutinies were to be permitted after the day 
on which the writs are made returnable, not only the , 
Houfe and Seleft Committees under Mr. Grenyille's aft 
would be robbed of their jurifdif^ion, which by law be- 
longs to them, but the returning ofiicers would have it 
in their power to keep whom they pleafed out of Parlia« 
ment. This was the cafe at prelent with Lord Hood^ 
»gainft whofe majority nothing had been alledged by any 
one, and yet the noble Lord w^s to be deprived of his 
feat, and the eleftors of Weftminfter bf their reptefenta- 
tive, for the Lord knew how long, becaufe it had pleafed 
Mr. Corbett to tranfgrefs an afl; of Parliament. This was 
no queftion' of party ; he declared upon his honour arid 
upon his confcience, that if Lord Hood alone were inte^* 
jefted in the event of this queftion, he would make the 
motion that he was now going to fubmit to the Houfe; 
becaufe he thought that the. rights and privileges of the 
Commons had been invaded; and that it was the duty of 
every honcft member to maintain thofe privileges, upon 
which depends the very exiftencc of the Conftitution. He 
then moved, « That Thomas Corb*ett, Bailiff of the liberty 

\ - of 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



A. 1784. DEBATES. f 

of the Dean and Chapter of the. collegiate church of 
St. Pet^r, at Weftminiler, whofe duty it ;was to crccttfic 
the precept dircfted to him by the Sheriff of Middlefex, 
for the eleftion of two citizens to fcrve in the prcfent Par-;- 
liamei^t for the city of Wefttoinfter, and to, rctuni the 
fame, to the Sheriff on or before the i8th day of May ihft. 
being the day on which the prefcnt Parlian^icnt m%B appoint- , 
ed to be holdjpn, having proceeded to take, and ha^in^ final* 
ly clofed the poll before the faid 18th day of May, ought 
to. have returned- two citizens to ferve in Parliament for 
the faid city.** '^ 1 

Mr. Sheridan feconded the motioif ^d forma, . • 

The Majier of the Rolls (SirL/ Kcnyon) ro^ next. Uz'VU'm^ 
faid that nothing had eyer furprized him more jhan thc^l*^ 
condud of his learned friend, who ought to be fo ilrift a^ 
obferver oE thofe principles laid down by ]aw and reafon^ 
without which juilice cou|d jxht be adminiftered between 
man and man : the great principle to which hc^ principally 
alluded^and which hisjeamed friend feemed to hare totally 
forgotten^ or overlooked^ on the prefent occafion^ was that 
which bound a judge not to condemn on partial evidence; 
and not to puni& any man withotdt haVing firft given him a • 
hearing ; audi alteram partem-yffzs an eternal and imnmtaUe 
law of juftice^ by which every tribunal was boimd. But 
It was not a little fing^ar, that while his learned . friend 
was condemning a returning officer ibr what he ca|Ied a 
breaeh of law, he himfelf was endeaycuring to periuade the^ 
Houfe tp: violate the mod obvious rule of law, juftice, and 
equity; for be was calliiig for cenfure and for puniihment 
on the High Baili^> without giving that gentleman an op* 
-portunity to defend. himfelf. If upon hearing, that re- 
turning, officer (boold t>e found to have tranfgrefied the 
law, \%f would be proper that be fhould be puniffaed ; but 
as guilt muft> ever precfede puniflimen^ fo enquiry fiiould 
precede convi^lion. Was the I^oufe in poffei&on of the 
reafons that induced the High Bailiff to grant a fcrutiny, 
and to make that kind of return which had been read at 
the table? If thofe leafons were as yet unknown to the 
Houfe^ would it not be premature^ would it not be a per- 
veriion of the l^ws of juftice/to condemn the man unheard, 
untried ? The learned gentleman: knew very well, that the 
right of demanding a fcrutiny was , a common law right; ' 
and the ad for regulating the ele^ions in the city of £ion- 
jdon, recognized this right, when it faid that ^^ if <i foruriiur 

yoL^xv/ g ?vi« 
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V is legally demandod," &c. if^ dien, it Mras legal to d^maad 
k, itmuftbe legal to .grasrt it. The leame4 geotleniaa 
infi'fted that the writ being returnable at a particulsir day^ 
the power of the officer ^bo a£h;d un4eji it, expiced on tha;t 
inLfi aEndthat he could not' legally a& under it after thaf 
day, add confequently that he ought no^ to ha^ granted a 
iforutiny, ;becaufe, fakl^ the learned gentleman, af^er th^ 
<«tum day he could not^legatly carry it mu The ieanie4 
^entleiHian ought to know that there were other court8'Ouit 
^. m wrhidi the writs rfiued, as well as out of Chancery; ao4 
that when a Sheriff gave a fufficient reafon for not li^avin^ 
executed a writ, the courts would esctrTe Jbinii and enlai^ge 
the term* For ifnftafnoe, when a Jieri facias^ was iSued to s| 
£faeril^ and in confefoence of it hejfeised the* defendaat%| 
goods 3 if 3ie had not had'tinite to fell them befpre the da]r 
m iriiidh the writ was letuMiaibley he ftated the ^cial mats 
4et in jofis i^turn, and the (Coitrt then ga«e him a longer 
-tfarm. Or fuppofing he ^boxrid make this yeturii, whicli 
^i/tonid'be moreoppimtp t«f 'the «p¥efe»t cafe^ that having 
jiieen direded to iell the goods nyf A, and h^sng taken poi^ 
ifeffion of goods which be f4ippofad to belong to A, tthoy 
liad been claimed by B, as ^his prqperty^ that dotfbein^ 
ifbei^eiforeto whom they really belonged, >he had not fold 
> nhem, but bad inftftuted '«rn onqairy, (and was .gtrnigito 
fiiold a court ^ fffcprimtie pv^an^, and that he would cautfe . 
itbe goods to be f(^ if be (hould iind that ^they were tte 
fitoperty of A. Intbiscaie, he faid, the court <«vould^ 
•pourfe (renew the 'Writ, and 'Order him Ao pr-oceed. To this 
5cafe "i^s fperi<i)9:ly analogous ithat of the late «le3ion im 
Weftminfter.; and ^his lloufe would, 4)e hoped, <do whtft 
^the courts below would -Cjertainly order on a fim^laroccar 
*fion. Asto/Mr, Corbeit, he was totally unacquaintrd with 
9vim4 but he :heard he was a gentleman far -advanced in 
years, of very good €^ara£ter, and large fortune, and that 
jie was an impartial df&cer, unconne£ied with any 'pai^jiy \ 
he hoped, .thrrefore, aJbat the Houfe would, with xeS^St 
-to :him, rigidly ^adher^ to 'that ippindiple of law and juftice, 
5which«forbid:ihe ccrndcmnationof any man 'Unheard. Triift^^ 
•ing, therefore, %hat the iHoufe woiild noTt thut their cars 
to thii good old maxim, audi alteram parunh be intended tq 
inove >the previous ^ueftifiin, in ordo^rtbat a motion might 
afterwards be n«^de tfof drdering «the attendance of the 
High Bailiff at ^e4)ar 6f 'the ^Houfo, to atifwerfor his con- 
^u^. lie accoidingly 4no¥edlbe;previoii8'<)ueftjon« 

'' ^- •''/"." * Lor4 
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Lord AUhmt then rofio to fccond the motictt for the pit* U. Mak«ft 
.Viotts queftioit. He began by obferving that the leafiied 
gentlem^ (Mr. Lee) had, in a vety laboured fpeedb, laid > 
down a £^reat deal of law on the ftioje^i of eledion^i but 
that the learned gentleman, for reaibns heft known to him- 
felf, had iaegledied to give to the Houfe any information 
that w^s applicable to the cafe of the late Weftmiaftef 
^ledion. The learned gentleman ha^i fays the noble Lord^ 
kiformcd the Houfe, that, on a ferutiny, the H^h Bailiffs 
ii^f Wefiminfter had no ai^thority by. law to'admioifter an ' 
oath to any perfon to be examined as an evidence, and ' 
therefore the fcrUtiny had been lawfully demanded and 
granted "-^ he bbje£is to its being permitte5l to go on ; but 
it wot|ld have been kind in the learned gentleman, if he had 
imparted rather more of hia legal knowledge to the Houfe, 
by informing this afTembly, of what k equally ua<|ueftion-» 
ably true^ ilamely, that it is not in the power of the High 
Bailiff to administer fuch an oath even during the poli« 
Yet, the learned gentleman muft acknowledge, that the 
law makes the High Bailiff a judicial officer during the poll* 
He ha9> then^ nojreafon to object to his aAingin theiaBit. 
capacity with the fame powers during the polk 

The leaiiied gentleman has fai4 much about oaths, with 
t^^hich he appears to be pretty conVerfant i it would have > 

been as weU, if he had had the go6dne£» to inform the 
Houfcy that the returning officer by law is obliged to take 
an oatfa^ previous to his ading in that capacity i that oatlk 
is to be found in the ftatute of the ad GcoinIL chap^ 24t 
fee. 3, andit contains thefe words, viz. 

« I will return fiich perfon or perfons, as fiiall, to the 
^< beft of my judgement,, appear to me to have the majority 
^ of Ugal voteil^^* 

It is evident, from the nature of this oath, that the rs^ ' 
turning officer ie by law not'only % miniftertal, but a jndi« 
cial officer. He is ordered to form a judgement be£ore be 
makes hrs return*. The law vhich enacis, that any matt 
is to >ud^e, does, of co^rfe,. enat^, that he is firft to heso* 
the caufo on which Be is to decide^ If be is to bear tlie 
eaufe, he muft evidently ufce fuch time as fhaU be abfoluto- 
ly iiecefliry for hwiv to hear it, . 

Between la ahd 13,000 perfon* have polled at %h€ late 

Weftminfter ek€liom The returning omcer had it not in 

his power to examine the validity of all theiie votes during , 

the poll; therefore he takes a longer time to hear the 

C a caufi^l 
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eattfe; that iif to faf, he grants a fcnitiRy. 'Upon what, in 
hirjudicial capacity, is he to fqrm a judgement? Upon the 
inajofity- of legal votes. He is ,pow going upon that en- 
quiry, agreeable to the folernn oath which he has taken — 
After he hai heard the caufe and formed a judgement, what 
is he to do next i Read the oath, and it will appear, that he 
is then, and not before, to make' ,hi3 return 6t the perfon 

• or peribns who fliall appear to him to have the majority of 

legal votes. Nothing, therefore, can be more clear, than 
that the returning officer, having taken that oath,' did 

. , right to grant a fcrutiny, if legally and duly demanded, 

pjrovided that he had it not in his power to have fcrutinizcd 
alt the rotes during the poll; and provided he had good 
" ^ reafon to doubt (after th^ poll was con<^iuded) whether 
'bt>th or cither of the pcrfons who had the apparent majority 
on the pic^ll, had the real majority of legal votes; 

. The learned gentleman has not chofen to put his law in 
jeopardy in this* Houfe^ by maintaining the very fingti^lar 
argument,' which the newspapers inform us was made ufe 
of out of this Houfe; not by A learned, but by ah ingeni- 
ous and right honourable ' gentleman (Mr. Fox) who wa^^ 
pleafed to fay, that, tl^c High Bailiff could not proceed in 
this fcrutiny j becaafe, from /the moment that the writ he- 
czpic returnable, the High Bailiff was fundus €jffkioj and 
was as little capable, in biw, of going on with the fcrutiny, 
/ or of making a return for Weftminftcr, as if he were mere- 
ly the High Bailiff of any other city, or as if he were th^ 
Sheriff of Cumberland. 

On the day the writ became returnable, the returning 
officer for Weftminiter could form no judgement who had 
the majority of legal votes, ftc then determined to take 
/ ^ the neceflary time to hear the evidence, on which he was 
to form his judgement. He has the power, (nay, it is his 
duty as returning officer) after haying formed his judgement, 
to make, agreeably tp his oath, a return of members. He 
is, therefore, clearly not fundus qffkiB^ but is bound to make 
a r^turq, which return m'uft evidenUy f<dllow,,and not pre- 
cede his forming a judgement upon the queftion of the ma- 
jority of legal votes. If he l(e not funSfus officio^ when he 
makes the return, it is evident that lie cannot be funBui, 
^ciffkio at any anterior period; that is, he is not fun^u$ 
! pfficky as it has been afferted, during the fcrutiny. This 
idiie idea of the returaing officer being funSus^ officio^ ' pend^ 

/ ing 
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ing the fcrotmy^ is too abfiird almofl: to defcrve ao an* 
fwer. 

Th« learned gentleman has quoted to the Houfe, asaa 
nnanfwerabie proof of the delinquency of the High Bailiff, 
theilatule of the 19th and nth of William IIL chap. 7* 
feci. It is not a little (ingular, that any man, calHii]^ 
himfelf a lawyer^ fiioukl quote that ftatute for that pur- 
pofc. 

Lord Mahon then movcd^ « That the Clerk do read this 
ftatute ;" which being done, his LordQiip faid, he had no 
doubt in his own mind what was the proper conftru£bioa of 
that ftatute. 

In tb<^ fifft place, he would be bold to maintain, that 
that law related to writs, and to writs only, and had no- 
thing whatfoever to do with precepts ; and gentlemen well 
knew, that a^writ had been iifued from the Clerk of the 
Crown, to the Sheriff of the county of Middlefe^, and 
that the Sheriff of • Middlefex did then deliver, not a -writ, 
but. a preoept, to the High^ Bailiff of the cityof WeA- 
tniofter. 

It. is evident from a^ variety of . circumftances, that that 
ftatute does not relate to precepts. 

The ad never mentions the word precept. The penalty 
of 560I. that it infli^, is relative to the return of writs) 
and as it it a penal ftatute, it muft be conftrued literally^ 
and not otherwife. 

Theteafon why it alludes to writs only, will appear evi- 
dent, from an attentive examination of the principle,pf the 
^aw of eleciionsj as contained in the ftatutes of the 5th of 
Richard 11. chap. 4. of the 7th of Henry IV. chap. I5.« of 
the ifth of Henry IV. chap. i. of the a3d of Henry 
VI. chap. 14. and of the 7th and 8th of William IIL 
chap. 7* 

That this ftatute of the loth and nth of William IIL 
does not allude to precepts, but to writs only, is farther 
evident, from this confideration ; that it is enafled therein, 
that <^ the Sheriff (or other officer) making fuch return^ 
** fliall pay to the Clerk of the Crown, the ancient and 
^* lawful fees of four fliil lings,*' &c. Now it is evident; 
that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter has no fees to pay to 
. the Glerk of the Crown; and therefore this id of Parlia- 
ment does not relate to his precept, but folely to writs. 
The other words of the a£l make it equally clean 

I jSomtr 
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Some other learned gentlemeii maty periidps think fit to 
arguey that the faid ftatute is not confined to writsi beeaufe 
it fpeaks of '< the Shefi^^^ or other officei", having the ex^« 
*^ cution and return o£ &ny fuch wati" But the fecond fec^ 
tion of the ftatute clearly explains who is irieant hf thaf 
other o'fitcer, namely^ the proper officer of the Cinijtia 
Ports> to wirbm an additional time is "allowed to tfiue tha 
precepts therein mentioned^ and whq has the return of ak 
writ, as welf as the Sheriff of a county* 

But let it be fuppofed for a moment^ folely ifbr the faker 
of argument, that that 9iBt of Parliament ddes extend ta 
the return of precepts as well as to the return of writs. 
Then if will be anfwered by the High Bailiff, that a return 
has been made in due time, viz. a fpecial return : therefore 
the High^ Bailiff has complied with the dire£lion of the law. 

Lord Mahon then faid, he would demo»ftrat€ (even ad*^ ^ 
mitttng that the ftatute of the loth and lith of William 
- III. did fully extend to the c^fe of the High Bailiff of Weft« 
Jtiinfter) that the Houfe ought not to cenfure him, but 
ought to order him to proceed in his fctutitiy^ provided tba 
High Bailiff ct>uld £hew that he had granted it on good 
grounds. . 

The ftatute enafls, in the firft place, that, in the cafe 
ef a general cIe£lion» a return (hall be made to the Clerk of 
the Crown, ^' on or before the day that the Parliament 
«^ (hall be called to meet.'* 

It enads, in the next place, that, in the cafe of ** any 
•* new writ," iffued in the middle of a Parliament, a re* 
turn fliall be made to the Clerk of the Crown, " with all 
*« convenient expedition, not exceeding fourteen days after 
« the elcftion." 

Lord Mahon then moved that the Clerk do read the pro» 
ceedings of the Houfe in the famous cafe of the Weftmin- 
fter eleflion, when Lord Trcntham and Sir George Van- 
deput were the candidates, and which election was in con« " 
fequence of a new writ in the middle of a Parliament. 
(See the Journals of the Houfe of Commons of the a ad , 
and ajd days of February, 1749.) 

On the 22d of February, ** Notice is taken that no rc- 
« turn had been.made to the writ for the elefting a citizen 
*« to fervc in Parliament for ,the city of Wcftminftejr.-* 
Upon this the Houfe ordered the High Bailiff to attend. - ' 

The next day the High Bailiff did attend^ and was 
«camined. 
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Did tlie Houfe icommit %m i No.4-J)id the Houfe ofder ' 
llim to <make a return before he had finiflied the fcmtiny 
which he had granted ? No. -f-** Did the Houfe <:enAire him 
ior havixtg difobejned the ftatute of the loth and nth d 
William IlL by not having inade a return within the firft 
fourteen days after the ele&ion ? No. -^ •* The Speaker 
^^ (by the dire£tion of the Houfe) recommended t9 him 
^^ tome particulars of his d\tty; afiured him thait the 
^ Houfe would fupport him in the difdiarge thereof| and 
^ recoQiR^ended to him all poflible difpatch.'* 

The Houfe ought, therefore, in the prefent inftance, 
aot to prejudge the qae(lion. They ought to do, in this 
inftance^ what the Houfe wifely did in the year 1749, viz, 
to order the High^Bailiff to attend, and to hedr hinit befovq 
he is condemned. If the Houfe (after having examined the 
fligh Bailiff) fbould be of opinion, that ne did tight to 
grant a fcrv^tiny, they ought ftriAly fo follow the excellent 
breced^nt in the cafe of Trentham, by ordering the Higfh 
Bailiff^ to take c^re tp expedite the eledion as much as 
^ poffihle.»* [Mr. Fox cried dut, Hmr 1 heart] «• I now 
f* find^** fays Lord Mahon, *« the manner in which the 
•< right honourable gentleman, who cries hear, means to 
^ argue this ^Heftion. He means to adn^it, that the cafe 
^^ of the former Weftminfter ele£iion, would, in fubftance, 
H be (ic^l^r to the prefent, if the ftatute of the loth and 
i* nth of William III. had evaded, in the fafe of a new 
^ writ in the middle of a Parliament, that the return ihall 
^ !be made (not within fourteen days ^fterthe^end of the 
f^ election, hut) within fourteen days alter 'the end Qf the 
^ jpoWm The right honourable gentleman means to ground 
-f' bis right to be returned, upon the diftin^lion between . 
'^ the poQ and the eleftion. He means to argue, that the 
f< return in the former Weftminfter ele&ion was right, 
4< becaufe (though it were made months after the poll) it 
« was made previous to'the 14th day after the elcdion— 
*< Why^ Becaufe the Tight honourable tgentkman mean^ 
:<< to contend, that the fcrutiny was part ci the eleAion. , 
^ Th0t the 'fcrutiny not being-concluded, the elcdHon was 
^ not concluded ; and that therefdire no return could be 
*« made till the ele^ion was over."^" 

[Mr. Foxc^ied out again, HeaH jhearr} Wd Mahon faid, 
•he was happy 'that Mr* Fox agreed to 'his way of ftattng 
the argument. He could not, however, fufficiently admire 
^he contradi^lions between Mr, Fox, and Mr. Fox's learned 

friend 
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friend (Mi^. Lee) Afrhofe. lydrds he had juft taken down iii 
writing. Mr, Lee Had ilaid it down as a principle, " that 
♦* the end of the poll wais* the end of the gie3icnJ* That 
was the law of the learned, gentleman — * But the law of the , 
^ tight honourable gentleman was, <« that the end of the poll* 
•' was Ttot the end of the eleftion.'* The right l)onourabic 
* gentleman, having, undertaken to defend a bad caufe, had 

cot into the moft complete dilemma poflible — For, if tbe 
ftatate of the loth and lith of William III. was not ap- 
plicable to precepts^ thatftatutc had nothing to do wttk 
the Weftminfter eleGion.. If thftit ftatute was applicable 
to precepts, and that (according to the learned gentleman^ 
Mr. Lee) the end of the poll was the end of the ekafon^ 
the, pVeccdent laid down by tbe Houfc in the former Weft^ 
minftcf clcftion clearly proved, that Mr. Fox ought not t» 
lerettinied, but that the fcrutiny ought to fee fufFered to 
coolinue — Ify onthc contraryj the law of the right bo- 
. Bodrable gentleman (Mr* Fox} was rigKt, namely, that 
V when t fcrutiny was granted, the end of the fcrutiny, and 
not tbe end of the pj>tl, was the end of the eleftion; theif, ^ 
'^ as the prcfent fcrutiiay fpr Weftminftje^- h not over, ikc^' 
' Weftminfter eleftiQnjs not yet over, and Mr. Fox ean»- 
»ot be returned as iulj eleded, until the elciSkion fcail be. " 

,€TeT. . . , ^ 

The 'right honourable, gentleman has, however, tbedd- 
ceftcy, t^ moderation, and the modefty, to demand of 
1^8 Houfe, that he, (Mr. Fox) fliould be fcated for Weft- 
jmnfier, though he himfclf contends, that, according to 
law, tbe election is. mi cx>ncluded, inafmuch gs tbe icrutinjr 
^ is. not oyer.. 

Lord Mahon then entered into a variety of other, argu- 
ments,' by whioh be fajd he had completely refuted tl»e 
principle© laid down by tjjfj late Attorney General. 
U* Wwtb, Lord JVor/A rofe to "oppofe the motion for the previous 
<}ue{lion^ which the noble Lord by rniftakp, bad called the 
order of the day, which was rather an unfortunate miftafce 
c^n tbe fi^ft day of a feflion, when there qould be no order 
of tbe day. He faid, he muft begin with difglaiming every 
idea of punifliing any man untried- or unheard :• be would 
never violate the firft principle of law and e(|i|]ty,>^ that trial 
jhouH precede conviftion j and yet fie would vote for' the 
motion made by the learned gentleman, becaufe he conceiv- 
ed it to be perfeftly confiftent with that principle : for what 
was tbe ob]c£k of the mptioa,? it was to afcertain and efta- 
' .^ hlifli 
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bliih a point of law, which, in hi^ opinion, the Houfe could 

with the greateft propriety agree to, without any other in« 

formation than that which was already on the t^ble. By 

law, writs for the ele£tion of members to ferve in a new 

Parliament^ were returnable on a particular day» fpecified 

in the Writ : the High Bailiff had not made a return oft that . 

day, and aifigned his reafons for not having obeyed the 

King's command and the law of the. land. It was for the 

Houfe tp determine, whether thefe reafons were fuch as 

joftified his conduA or not i and furely it would be no vio-i ' ^ 

lationr of the rule, autii altiram partem^ for the Houfe totako 

into their confideration thofe reafons which were before 

them; and to declare, whether they were, or were not,^ 

fatisfa£tary* ^-This was ho motion of cenfure ; it was no 

motion for puniihing, though he Was xeady to^acknowledge^ 

it might lead to that in the end. But if the Houfe fhould 

hereafter go the length of ordering the High Bailiff inta 

euftody, then indeed, howeyer Jftrong appearances might 

be againft him, he would not for one proceed one ftep lar« 

ther, till the Bailiff ihould have been heard in his defence | 

then punifhmtni would be the obje£l of a motion ; and con« 

fequently it ought to be preceded by trial t but/ in the pre* 

fent ftage of the bufinefs, there was no queftion of puniih* 

ment ; as far as was neceffary for all the purpofes of juftice 

in this ftage» the High Bailiff was yirtusdly before the 

Houfe \ his reafons were on the table ; and gentlemen were 

^called upon fimply to declare, whether thefe reafons were 

(atisfa^ory or not. Now, with refpe£l to the law of the 

queftion, the noble Lord had faid, that the returning officer 

had zSl^ legally, becaufe the a£l of Parliament allowed for 

the rctern of writs fourteen days after the ele£lion> But 

the noble Lord had not rightly ftated the cafe, for he had 

confounded two points, that differed totQ aeU in their nature. 

The fourteen days mentioned by the noble Lord, were al« 

lowed after an eleflion for filling up a vacancy that niight 

happen during a Parliament $ but. writs for fummoning a 

new Parliamlent, were always returnable on a particular 

day s and the reafon of the difference was, that in one cafe 

a day was fixed for the fitting of die Parliament, which 

could not meet, if the eled^ioos were not all over \ but in 

the other cafe, an infinite term was left for the election. 

He remembered the cafe of the great Oxfordfhire cohteft, 

when a fcrutiny was demanded, and granted by the Sheri^i 9>9 

but when the day forieturning the writ tsm^^ he clofed the 

Vol. XV; D fcru- 
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fcFUtiny, thinking himfelf bound, as in fadl he was, to re* 
turn his writ on the particular day fpecified in it. At the. fame 
time that he might not appear to a£k partially, he returned 
all three candidates. He admitted, that the returning officer 
taking an oath to make his return according to his judge- 
ment, time muft be allowed him to form that judgement j 
but he himfelf ought not to expefl: that the Houfe would 
let him take his own tim'e : a confcientious returning officer 
might poffibly, through delicacy af confcicnce, not be able 
to make up his mind, and form his judgement for fix months 
or a year 5 and if half of the returning officers in Qreat 
Britain ftiould happen to be as dclicatp in their conicience, 
poffibly one half of the kingdom might remain unrepre- ^ 
fented for i feffion, perhaps tor a whole Parliament. ^Were 
gentlemen aware of the confequences that might enfue, if 
returning officers were to be allgwed fuch a latitude of dif- 
cretion, \s might lay the Parliament and liberties of this 
country at their mercy ? He did not deny the legality of a 
/crutiny, provided it terminated op or before the day oa 
which the writ was returnable j but he confefled he was no 
friend to fcrutinies, for thofe reafons which had 'been fo 
• ably ftated by the learned gentleman who made the motion j 

and if he had no other objeftion to them, than that which 
' was furniflied by the late fcrutiny for the city of London, . 

which had been already mentioned ; he had learnt enough 
from that, never to countenance a fcrutiny again ; for after 
the Sheriffs had fat eight or nine days, they had not been 
able to decide on many more votes than they had fat days ; 
and therefore he wiftied to fee the merits of the late election 
for Weftminfter, as well as of the elefbions for all other 
places, fubmitted to a Selefb Conimittee, a judicature try- 
ing upon oath, fitting and determining upon oajth. This 
furely would be more juft and more equitable, than to 
refort to a man, for whom the Houfe tad no right, from 
his late condufl:, to have any very particular rcfpe£^ : for 
his part, though it was faid that the Bailiff was an impartial 
man, and unconnected with party, he would never wifh to 
•refer a caufe to his decifion, when he could find a much 
more upright and impartial tribunal. He never would 
willingly refer to a man who had violated an a£t of Parlia- 
ment, and a£):ed in defiance of his duty ; and therefore he 
would fupport the motion made by the learned gentleman. 
Mr.ftian- Mr. Chancellor Pin wiflied, that the debate on this bu- 
iinefs might not be run out to any great.lengthj and he, 

for 
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for one, did not chufe to be inilrumental in protraftjng it. 
There was fomcthing, however, fo very curious in the ar- 
gument ufedby the noble Lord who had laft fpoken, that he 
would juft trouble the Houfe with a very few words. The 
noble Lord affe£ted to ridicule the reafoning and principles 
of his learned friend, (SirL. Kenyon) which aflerted the in- 
jufticex)f condemning any man unheard; and what was the 
noble Lord's argument ? The motion before the Houfe only 
went to oblige the returning officer to a different conduft. 
It did not diredlly criminate him for what he had done. It 
only aflerted he ftiould have done other wife. It fuperfeded 
his own judgement, where he had t,he power of judging, 
and without putting any opinion in the exertion of his own 
will, deftroyed it by another. All this was furely implying 
no cenfure on the High Bailiff. He would beg leave, how- 
etcr, to put in his protcft againft this mode of arguing^ The 
cenfure, in his opinion, was the more pointed, that it was 
conveyed with fo much art. And he was tbe more willing 
to make this remark ou'the noble Lord's fpeech, .as it would 
teach the Houfe what they^ had to expedl from the fort of 
xeafoning which they would often hear from the fame quar- 
ter. He was anxious to avoid the legality of the queftion 
.before them. This had been pretty fully inveftigated by 
thofe who had already fpoken on the fubjeft. He would 
only obferve, that nothing which he had yet heard brought 
any thing like conviftioh to his mind, that the High Bailiff 
had not. on the prefent occafion done his duty. At all 
events, he thought it became the Houfe to judge of the 
matter with leifure and deliberation^ And this they cer- 
tainly could not do till the returning officer wasi heard in 
his own defence. The Houfe would then be in a capacity 
to pronounce on what he had done; but till then, their 
Dpinion, if not extremely partial, would at leaft appe;ir 
premature. 

Lord North rofe in explanation, and afferted, that his ar- Li. Kartb* 
gument bad been at once mifunderftood and ' mifrepre- 
fented. * 

Mr. Fox faid, that in the whole courfe of his life he Mr. Fox. 
never was witnefs to fo grofs i perverfion of the meaning 
of tbe expreffion audi alteram parum, as the learned gentle- 
man (the Mafter of the Rolls) had furniflied him with this 
day. Who, in fafl:,. was the party before the Houfe ? , 

Who the party abfent and unheard ? The High JBailiff was, 
in fea and in truth, fo far from being abfent, the only 
P a party 
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party that was before the Houfe ; l\is condud: was avowed^ 
and the reafons for that condufi: were upon the table. He 
'himfelf (Mr. Fox) was another party: but though he, was 
. ad:ually prefent as member for another place, ftill he was 
virtually abfent j and therefore if any one was unheard, it 
was himfelf. He little expefled that a queftion of this 
kind would have been made a party queftion. . He drew a 
good omen a few days ago from what a right honourable 
gentleman faid, when he obferved, that motions ought to 
be confidered on tHeir own intrinfic merit, and totally 
diftin£l: from any confideration of the perfons by whont 
made, or by whom fupported : on this eround he expefitcd 
this motion would have been debated. But ^ood as was the 
' omen he drew on Tuefday laft, that which prefented itfelf 
to him now, from the manner in which the motion made hj 
bis learned friend wafe received, was as bad. The* cafe of 
the Sheriffs of Coventry, he contended, fiad nothing ia 
common with the^prefent ; in the kind of return that they 
made to the Houfe, they ftat^d that they had been prevented 
by tumults , and riots, from obeying the King^s writ, llie 
excufe turned upon a matter of fa£t : the allegation might 
be true; it might be falfe ; and therefore enquiry was ab- 
folutely necefTary : but in the prefent caCi, the point for 
^ xonfideration was a point of law, not of faft ; and there- 
fore the Houfe was competent to determine it at this mo- 
ment, as well as after a month^s enquiry : the queftion was. 
Whether a returning officer was, or was not, bound to re- 
turn the member on the day on which the writ was return- ' 
able ? and therefore there would be no injuftice to the High 
Bailiff, if the Houfe fhould proceed without any farther in- 
quiry to determine that queftion. Nay, though it fhould 
. determine it in the affirmative, it did not follow that fuch a 
determination would even imply acenfure on him; nothing 
was more common than for Committees to order returns to 
be amended; and yet*no one ever imagined that the return-^ 
jng officer was thereby cenfured by implication. It was the ' 
cafe in the great Oxfordfhire conteft, when the Sheriff re- 
turned the three ([Candidates. The Houfe amended the re- 
turn, but no one thought the Sheriff cenfured ; on the con- 
trary, his condu£i was pronounced to be fair'and impartial. 
It had been hinted, he faid, that he would have demanded 
a fcrutiny, if he had had the minority at the clofe of the 
poll ; nay, that he had pledged hiihfelf to fupport a fcruti- 
nj* The truth was, be never pledged himfelf to fupport a 

fcrutiny I 
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fcrutiny ; but unqueftionably he had pledged himfelf to in* 
ftitute an inquiry before that tribunal,^ which| from iu 
nature, wa8*leaft liable to partialityi and which was vefted 
by law with powers to procure evidence : before a Commit- 
tee, under Mr. Grenvillc's a£k, he certainly meant to bring 
it, and there-it fhould be profecuted, if he was permitted to 
appeal to it. — He was ready to admit, that if the poll had 
been clofed earlier in the month than it was, he* would have 
demanded a fcrutiny, but without the moft diftant idea of 
bringing it to a eonclufion befor^ the High BailifF; and that 
officer could tell from private converfation with him, that 
he had faid the fame thing to him : but what would have 
begun in a fcrutiny, (hould tiave ended in an enquiry before 
a Seled Committee of the Houfe of Commons. A fcrutiny, 
under theprefent circumftances, could anfwcr no other end 
than that of trying the ftrength of purfes : a very unequal 
conteft indeed, when it was confidered by whom hisadver- 
fary was fuppqrted. — It had been hinted alfo that he had 
fpun out the poll ; the faft was the f everfe, for he could 
declare upon his honour, that until Thuifday or Friday laft, 
Jio propofal had been made to. him from any authority, to 
•clofe the poll : that it lafted from that time tilkthe Monday 
following, was certainly his (Mr. Fox's) aft ; and his reafoa 
for keeping the "poll open to the laft moment, was, that he 
was reiblved to make the High BailiflF acknowledge, that the 
poll ought to be clofed on or before the day on which the 
writ was returnable 5 or that it might be kept open after* 
Now the High Bailiff had clofed the poll by his own author 
rity, fayipgy that he could not carry it on after the day that 
his writ was returnable :— it was not clofed, becaufe there 
were no more eleftors to poll, for that was not the cafe : — • 
nor was it clofed by the mutual confcnt of the candidates; 
•for he had not confented to it ; fo that it was the High, 
JBailiff that clofed it by his own authority ; and the reafon 
affign^d by him was,, that hq muft return the writ, and 
therefore he muft clofe the books^ Now he would alk 
thofe who contended' that the High BailiS^was not fun£iu$ 
-pfficio on the i8th inftaht, becaufe a fcrutiny was in faft no- 
rthing but a poll, why he fhould hold himfelf obliged to clofe 
the poll on the 17th, and yet carry it on afterwards under . , ^ 

the name of a fcrutiny ; to fuch a man he would always ob* 
jeft as a returning officer; for as there was nothing fo like 
a poll as a fcrutiny, fo there was nothing fo like Thomas 
Corbctt oa the huftixigs in .Covent Garden^ as Thomas 
.1 - . * Corbctt 
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Corbett in the Veftry-room of St. Paul's, St. Ann's, &c. &c» 
But thofe who had advifed the curious return he made^ 
were refolved, that as far as in them lay, he fhould not have 
even the poffibility of appealing to any other tribunal, -if he 
fliould decline a fcrutiny before the High Bailiff; for they 
had drawn up the return in fuch a form, that he was afraid 
he fliould not be abl^ to complain of it in fuch a manner as 
to have* it referred to a Committee of the Houfe. Had Sir 
Cecil Wray been returned, then he might complain of that 
return, and fo bring it to a determination. However, he 
pledged himfelf to thofe independent eleftors, who had fo 
nobly fupported him, to have the eleftion brought before a 
Committee in fome way or other ; he owed it to them ; he 
'; owed it to the country, he owed it to himfelf. The prin- 

ciple of Mr. Grenville's bill was to prevent party, or pov^r, 
©r faftion, let gentlemen call it by what name they pleafed, 
from availing itfelf of its numbers, to determine an eleftion^ 
and fo keep out of the Houfe a charafter difliked by Mi- 
nifters, or force upon the conftituents a rep re fen tat ive whom ' 
they had npt eleded. • This ,was certainly a good principle 5 
but, if the doftrine fliould prevail, that clcftions might be 
kept open after the return-day of the writ, might not Mi- 
nifters entirely defeat this principle: With the returning 
officers under their influence, they might caUfe a fcrutiny 
to be demanded, and granted, and fpun out to fuch a 
- length, that places might aftually be kept for a whole Par- 
liament without reprefentatives. In the prefent cafe, how- 
ever, the law gave him a popular aftion againft the High 
Bailiff, which he was determined to purfue ; for the ftatutc 
of the i6th and nth of William III faid, " That every 
^* Sheriff, or other officer or officers aforefaid, who (hall not 
<^ make the returns according to the true intent and mean- 
•* ing of ^his adi, fliall forfeit for every fuch offence the 
. *' fum of 500I. one moiety whereof fliall go to his Majefty^ 
«* and the Qthcr to him or them that fliall fue for the faWie," 
&c. If the Houfe fliould order him to proceed with the 
fcrutiny, he muft obey ; but he muft proteft againft a mea^ 
fure, which could tend only to drain the pockets of public- " 
fpirited men ; and which, in its very nature muft be inef- 
ficacious, as the fcrutiny for London would clearly demon- 
ftrate 5 for, as during eight or nine days, only as many 
votes were difqualjfied, he would have the rule of three 
adopted, to afcertain in what length of time the fcrutineers 
could get through fix thoufand vptes. The noble Lord 

wi(hc4 
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wifhed to have the bu'fiiiefs brought before the High Bai- 
liff, who, he faid, would get through it in five months | 
but who told him that ? The fcrutiny in the cafe of Tren^ 
tham and Yandeput lafted five months, though it was cut 
off in the middle. The noble Lord admitted for argu* 
ment's fake, that precepts and writs were in their nature 
fynonymous; he might have admitted it for the fake of 
truth; but the noble Lord ufed the former, becaufe he was 
much more attached to argument than to truth. 

As to the numbers on the poll, which to the returning 
officer, as it had been very properly 'faid, ought to have 
been conclufive, Ke had not a doubt but there was of them 
a legaj majority in his favour. From the time that his ad- 
verfary's majority began to fall off, the parifh books were 
produced, and the ele£lors were fcrutinized as they offered 
themfelves; and upon this fort of fcrutiny he had almoft 
every day gained upon his adverfaty; and as for the 1 ait 
fourteen days, not more than thirty or forty polled on a 
day, the High Bailiff might very eafily have been able to 
make up his mind upon the legality of the votes, which 
would not have been fo eafy a tafc if the eledors had polled 
by hundreds as at the beginning of the eleflion ', and there- 
fore he could now fee no ground for a fciutiny. He de- ' 
clared,.he wifhed Sir Cecil Wray was returned, that there 
might be fuch a return before the Houfe as he ftiould be 
able to. bring'bcfore a Scleft Committee. He concluded by 
obferving, that the arguments drawn from writs of Juri 
facias J did not apply in this cafe ; for in the forrricr, the 
court out' of which they iffued, might enlarge them,- where- 
as the King iffued the writs for calling Parliaments ; but 
the Houfe of Commons enjoyed the exclufive privilege of 
judging of the returns. 

The jlttormy General (Mr. P. Ardcn) ftated the queftion. Thc'Attw. 
He faid it had no refpe£t to the nature of the return — ncyGeiuial 
It wa^ not whether there was a good or a bad return, but 
whether the returning officer was obliged, or compelled, ^ 

under every circumftance, to make a return at all? He 
thought various cafes could be imagined, and were even 
fuppofeable, in which the returning, officer, notwithftand- 
ing the aft of the 10th of King William, was incapable of 
making any returrk at the immediate expiration of the 
poll ; and that ^ fubfequent fcrutiny was abfolutely ,necef- 
iary, to afford him fufficient tin:ie and ground for forming 

his 
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his judgement on a point of fo much magnitude and impor- - 
tance. It had been alledged, that thfire was no precedent 
for fuch a licence in official conduct. But he would put 
the queftion, whether there was ever any preceding inftancc 
which gave the fame authority for adopting fuch a meafure 
as the poll of Weftminfter ) Did ttie hiftory of eleftion 
afbrd an example of fuch a poll? It was a polh which had- 
commenced at the carlieft legal period, and had been pro- 
traded to t,he laft legal hour* It bad been taken in confi« 
dence of a fcrutiny by all parties. *On this idea votes had been 
admitted. In proof of what he faid, he tould fafely appeal to 
the ientiments of ttie cs^ndidates, and to the different papers 
'^ which had been iffued during the period of the eledion. 
There was one produftion of this kind which was, no doubt, 
falfe, forged, and fabricated, but which evidently proved 
this, and which he would read to the Houfe. Here he 
produced the Gazetteer, a paper which he read daily, con- 
taining an adve'rtifement, afffiring the ele£lors of Weft- 
minfter, that a fcrutiny would be demanded, and figned' 
by. a gentleman of the naiije of Mouler, who he did not 
doubt was intimately conneded with the defigns andinten- 
tions of the party. This advettifement evidently fliewed, 
that a fcrutiny was an original idea belonging to one p^rty 
in the Weftminfter eleftion, but which feemed now to be 
by the fame party abandoned. He could fuppofe many 
cafes, in which the confcourfe of voters might be fo 
grfeat, and other circumftances of embarraflment might in- 
tervene, fo as to render a fcrutiny of. votes during the poll 
abfolutely impoflible. He did not mean to apply any of 
his fuppofition on this fubjed: to the Weftminfter eleftion ; 
but the number of voters might at an ele£lion be fo 
numerous --- Multitudes might be dragged in from all 
quarters — l?erfons of the moft qucftionable defcription 
might appear as voters, tag-rag and bob-tail, fo as to ren- 
der an immediate fcrutiny during the progrcfs of elec- 
tion impoffible, and a fubfequcnt one ibfolutely neccffary. 
Jn all fuch cafes, the condufi: of a High Bailiir,^ a£ting as 
the«High Bailiff of Weftminfter had done, was^ defenfible, 
and could not be blamed. Cavillers might talk of law and 
of ftatutes, but there was neither law ner ftatute, that cauld 
bind or compel a man to do what in his conference he could 
not flo. This was a fpecics of arbitrary compulfion which 
was wholly unjuftifiablc. 
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Sir 7%omas Davenport fupported Mr« Lee's motion ; he. Sir Tliomac 
combated Sir L. Kenyon*s argurpent drawn from the ana- Di?«nport. 
logy to writs from the Courts below j and he faid, that if 
a Sheriff, havipg orders to fell the property of A» which 
he feizedy but doubting afterwards "whether it weie 
really his property or not, lyeturned' this fpecial matter, 
fuch ^ return would be bad ; this he maintained as a lawyer s^ 
for the SheriiF ought to get an indemnity from the plain-* 
ti£F, and fell the goods at all events. He then made fome 
jocular obfervations relative to a fcrutiny, which had really 
attended the poll for the laft fourteen days, as the votes of . 
the Mafter of the Rolls, atid of a certain noble iiord 
(Mountmx>rres) had been very ftriftly fcrutinized. 

At eight o'clock the Houfe divided, whep there ap- 
peared, , ^ 

For the previous queftion ------ 283 

Againd it ------f ---136 

This point being fettled, Mr. Lee moved, ** That 
«< Thomas Corbett, Efq. Bailiff to the Dean and Chapter 
«* of the collegiate church of St. Peter's at Weftminfter, 
<^ be ordered to appear at the bar of thic Houfe of Coin- 
** mons the next day 5" which was ordered accordingly. 

This queftion being difpofed of, the Speaker called thjc 
attention of the Houfe to His Majefty's moft gracious 
fpeech. — The fp^ech being read, 

Mr. Hamilton rofe, and in a fpeech of fome length ex- Mr.itamzl. 
patlated on the various topics contained in the fpeech. He '****• 
dwelt on His Majefty's paternal attention to the fentiments 
of his People on the late diflblution of Parliament. The 
principles and conduft of the Houfe of Commons were 
different from thofe of the nation at large. The fentiments 
of the People had been carried to the Throve, and His 
Majefty, with that condefcenfion which diftinguifties his 
chara£^er, had been gracioufly plcafed to liften to them. 
Meafures had been adopted by a lat^ Miniftry, unfriendly to 
the conftitution of the country, and the prerogatives of 
the Crown — Attempts had been made to touch the char- 
ters of an extenfive trading Company. Thefe attempts had 
given a general alarm, and it had become abfolutely necef^ • 

fary to diffolve ^ Houfe of Commons, who, in oppofition 
to the fentiments of the nation, and the principles of the 
Conftitution, patronifed the vi^ws, and countenanced the 
meafures of men who had beconip obnoxious to the king- 
dom. He trufted that the prefent Houfe of Commons 
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would juftify, by their conduft, the decifion of a gracious 
, Sovereign in fo important a point,^ and it fo momentous 

a crifis. He dwelt on the charaQrcr of the pr;?fent Minifter ; 
in him the fonde(t, hopes of the People were repofed; he 
was a perfon whole chara£ker merited public patronage— i- 
He had confecrated 'that period of early life, which by 
others ^as commonly fquandered away in idle frolic, in 
youthful diffipation, to profitable ftudy, and to the fervice 
of his country^ — He was not one of thofe charafters, who 
having diflipated their fortono^ ruined^ their conftitution, 
and proftituted their powers, had entered thofe walls for 
the pfurpofe of political traffic, for the purpofe of repairing 
their finances, or from the motives of ambition and agf^n-' 
difement.--j*He had not come to offer the dregs of his being 
to the fervice of hi« country; he had cbnfedrate'd toit the ^ 
^rfl fruits of cxiftence. There was therefore every thing 
in his charafter to conciliate the confidence of the Pe6ple j 
notwithftanding the calumnies which' had been raifed and 
propagated again ft him, this, he ha4 fortunately obtained. 
^ • He congratulated the Houfe on the event — It was a pre-^ 
■^ fage aufpicious to the interefts of the country, as it tend- 
ed to enfure thd prefcrvation and continuance of their 
privileges,* which had been attempted to be violated. 
His right honourable friend had been accufed of beiiig the 
champion of one branch of the Legiflature, in oppofition 
to the other ; of the ariflocratical influence of the kingdom, 
. in oppofition to the interefls of the Houfe of Commons ; 
but he knew, and the nation knew, that thefe afTertions, 
.wercf unfounded. His right honourable frieiid was not the 
champion of the Houfe of Peers 5 he was no^ the cham- 
pion of the prerogative ; he was not the champion of the 
Houfe of Commons; but the champion of the Conftitu-' 
tion. He then moved, 

.** That an humble addrefsbe prefented to His Majefty, 

*« to return His Majefly the thanks of this Houfe for his 

" mofl gracious fpeech from the throne : 

' ** To afTure His Majefly^ that we are animated with 

** thofe fentiments of loyalty, and that iiiviolable attach- 

*< ment to our excellent Conflitution, which are, we trull, 

*^ infeparably united in the hearts of his faithful fjibjedls : 

** That we acknowledge with the warmfeft gratitude and 

• ** fatisfaftion. His Majefty's wifdom and gratitude in re- 

** curring, at fo important a moment, to the fenfe of his 

<* People i and tlrat we trufl, fo fcafonable an exercife ot 

. . • . "the 
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« the power cntrufted to Hi$ Majcfty by the Conrtitutioo 
^ will not fail to be attended by the moid beneficial and 
«* happy cffedis : ^ 

«« To aflure His Majefty, that his faithful Copimons will 
"be ready to take proper meafures for the application of 
*^ the fums voted in the laft Parliament, and to grant fuch 
-" farther fupplies as may appear to be neceflary j having 
" the f ulleft confidence thit all His Majcfty's fubjedls will, 
** from loyalty to His Majefty, and zeal for the intercfts of 
" the country, tc ready to fupport thofe heavy burdens, 
" which, in confequchce of a long and expenfive war, are 
" now unavoidable, and will be fenfible of the neceffity of 
*' cffe£laally providing for the maintenance of the national 
<* faith and the public credit, fq eflential to the power and 
<* profpcrity of the State : ^ 

«* To affure His Majefty; that we ftiall apply our utmoft 
** attention to the means of preventing the increafing frauds 
" inthevirevenuej that we ftiall alfo take into our moft fe- 
" rious confideration fuch commercial regulations as the 
" prefent fituation may immediately require : 

" That, in our deliberations on the affairs of the Eaft- 
« India Company, fo deeply connefted with the general 
** interefts of the cpuntry, we fliall be truly anxious to pro- 
** vide for the good government of our poff^ffions in that 
**^ part of the world : That we fliall be careful never to lofc 
^* fight of the cffcCks which any meafure to be adopted for 
** that purpofe may have on our excellent Coiiftitution, and 
.*< our deareft intei-cfts at home : 

** That we are deeply penetrated with the gracious and 
" parental expreffions of Hi« Majeffty's affcftion and goodr 
" nefs to his People, and have the moft dutiful reliance on 
** His Majeftyjs royal attention to every objeft of national 
** concern, and to the true principles of our free Conftitu- 
** tion, which can only be fecured by maintaining, in their 
'* juft balance, the rights and privileges of every branch 
« of the Legiflature." • . 

Sir PFiiiiam Mo/ffu^rtht^idj his honourable friend had SifWilliaw 
foably argued the addref3'h<^had hioved, and fo fully jufti--^*'^'^''"* 
fied air its parts, that although he begged to have the ho- 
nour of fecofidiiig the motion, there was little occafion for 
him to take up the time of the Houfe at that late hour with 
any arguments upon the fubjedi. Sir William, for this rea^- 
fon, contented himfelf with declaring that the addrefs had 
fais entire concurrence i that he highly approved the fentl- 
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. rnents of loyalty and gratitude that it cxprcffcd to His M^a- 
jefty for the parental care manifcftcd by him in his late ap- 
peal to the fcnfe of liis People, and therefore gave it his 
hearty fupport. . 

The addrefs having been read from the Chair, 
TheEarfof The Earl of Surrey hid f he had hoped that Miniftert 
Surrey, x^rould have come forward on that day with fuch an addrcf«, 
^s fliould have pafleti the Houfe unanimoufly, and not have 
afforded the IcaTl grounds for difapprobation and diflcnt^ 
'That it was far from his intention or defire, to find any 
fault with the panegyric which the honourable mover of the 
addrefs had thought proper to pronoi^nce on the prefemt 
Minifter ; no man admired the talents of that right honou- 
rable gentleman more than he did, nor was there a perfoi) 
within thofe walls who more fincerely wiflied the right ho- 
nourable gentleman a fair opportunity oi difplaying his grc^t 
and diftinguifhed abilities with advantage to his country 
and honour to himfelf ; of his integrity he was fully per- 
I fuaded, and of his determination to prefcrve his high cha- 
rafter free from reproach and impeachment of every kind, 
he had not the fmalleft doubt ; but as he had been bred up 
.under the notion of conftantly entertaining a degree of jea- 
loufy of the conduiSJ gf Minifters, he hoped he might take 
the liberty, without being thought invidious, to declare, 
that he did not concur in that part of the addrefs which 
commended and thanked His Majefty for the late diflblu- 
tion of Parliament. It had been his determination very 
foon to have come forward with a motion for purifying the 
itate of the reprefentation of the People, and of reforming 
that Houfe, had the late Parliament been fuflFered to con- 
tiilue but a fhort time longer. Had that motion been made, 
an.d been made with the fuccefs which he might, with the 
, affiftance of the right honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Treafury, h^ve been able to procure, he fhould have 
then been warranted to agVee with the. argument of the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who had moved the addrefs, that His 
Majefty, by the late diflolution of Parliament, had appeal- 
ed to the fenfe of the People. As the ftate of reprefenta- 
tion ftood at prefent, he could by no means accord with 
this pofition, nor for a moment even admit that the real 
.and genuine fenfe of the People could be coUeded by any 
- fuch means as a diflolution of Parliament. So far from it, 
.the People, bad only been nonunally conccracd in the bufi- 
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hefs, while in faA they had been fent down for a re-elec- 
tion to a number of fmall and defolated towns, the private 
property of individuals of a particular defcription, under 
whofc intereft, and not by the People's free choice, they 
had been returned to that houfe. His Lordihip enlarged 
on this idea very ably; and after ufing feveral arguments to 
prove the neccmty of a parliamentary reform, cxprefTed a 
hope that the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfp 
would confent, for the purpofe of obtaining unanimity, to 
adopt an aihendment he fhould do himfelf the honour to 
fropofe, for omitting fo much of the addrefs as returned 
His Majefty thanks for the late diflblution. As thofe who 
moved and fecond^d an addrefs were generally conceived to 
aft, on fuch occafions, in concert with the Minifter, he 
declared, he could not give a filent vote on the occaHon^ 
but felt it to be a duty incumbent upon him to declare his 
wiflies, that the right honourable gentleman had fpared the 
Houfe the difagreeable circumftance of being called upon 
to vote, what could not but be difagreeable to a great many- 
gentlemen who had fat in the laft Parliament, and who 
thought t;hat Parliament had diftinguifhed itfelf as eminent* 
ly as any Houfe of Commons ever fummoned to meet in 
Great Britain. He hoped, therefore, for the fake of una- 
liimity, the gentlemen on the other fide of the houje would 
tonfent to leave out fo much of the firft paragraph of the 
addrefs as went to the expreffing an approbation of the late 
diflblution \ and, with a view to obtain that confent, he 
fliould move the omiffion by way of amendment. 

Colonel North rofe to fecond the amendment, and began Colonel 
with expreffing his furprife that the honour of fecondin^ North, 
the noble Earl's mqtion fhould be left to him, and indeed 
that there had not been a competitorfhip, fet up by the 
-other fide of the Houfe with, the noble Earl for bringing 
forward fuch a propofition. The Colonel reminded the 
Houfe of the declaration made by the right honourable 
gentleman in the laft Parliament, that he would not advifc 
His Majefty to diffolve the Parliament, anxl faid, that in his 
Ihdrt acquaintance with that Houfe, he never recoUefted 
a meafure of that importance brought forward of a fudden^ 
on the very firft day of the feffion, for the decifion of the 
Houfe, tefore the Houfe had been afforded an opportunity 
. for difcuflion and examination. He declared he was as lit- 
tle inclined to cavil at the panegyric heftowed on thn Mini- 
ftcr by the honourable mover of the addrcft as the noble 

Earli 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



« ^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

Earl; but there fwere faggeftions that prefented themfelves- 
to his mind^ which made it a little extraordinary for the 
honourable gentleman to call upon thofe members of the 
Hbufe, who fat in the.laft Parliament, and approved its 
conduft, to lend their fanSion to its eulogy. What was it 
they were to applaud him for ? Was it for the peace that he 
had taken a part in procuring? The Colonel afkfed feveral 
other queflions, and at length concbided with feconding the 
amendment. 
The S^Hci- The Solicitor General (Mr. Macdohald) faid^ that during 
tor General xh^ jate cleftions, they had all heard th^e fenfe of the People, 
and that their conftituents had clearly decided againft the 
cdnduft of the late Miniftry; it would be^a moft extraor- 
I diriary thing, therefore, juft after they had heard what the 

fenfe of the People was, to come there, and in the firft a£k 
of their parliamentary proceeding to fly in the face of their 
conflituents, and vote againft their known opinion and wifhes. 
Mr. Macdonald recapitulated fome of the meafures that he 
conceived had given the People fo much offence, and parti-* 
cularly pointed out the India bill, which he faid every one 
of them had heard rung inrtheir cars wherever they had been 
candidates. He juftified the diflblution, as a necelTary ex- 
ercife of the conftitutional prerogative of the Qrown, arid 
declared, that the fituation in which that Houfe flood, 
^ previous to its diflblution^ with two contending parties in it, 
ftfuggling for power, and one of them poflcfling the fmalleft 
majority poflible to exifl, was exaSly a'nd precifcly that cafe ', 
in which the Royal prerogative was defigned to be exercifed. 
He dwelt for fome time on, their being bound indiTpenfably 
to ijpeak the fenfe of their conftituents, and charged the law 
^ Parliament with having paid no regard to that tieceflary 
part of their duty. He arraigned the late India bill, and 
was pointedly fevere on Mr. Fox, as the author of it. At 
length, after remarking, that movigg an amendment, and 
oppofing an addrefs, were oneand the fame thing, he con- . 
clujdeda with giving; his aflent to the addrefs, as originally 
moved and feconded. 
Ctpt. Jaraci ' Captain James Luttrell declared, the People had decided 
Luttielj. ^Yit queftion of the diflblution already,, and had not left it 
to that Houfe to decide upon. He argued very ftrenuoully 
in favour of the addrefs, and charged the laft Parliament 
with having a£ted contrary to the fenfe of their conftitu- 
ents, by afferting in addreffes to the Throne, that certain 
jTentiments were the opinions of their conftituents, althoiigh 
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tlic Tcry next day they prefcnted petitions upon their knees 
to His Majefty from their conftituents, dircftly contradic-* 
ting fuch aifertions, and maintaining their dire£t oppo- 
fites. Mr. Luttrell made feveral other obfervations, and 
particularly reminded gentlemen ivhohad voted, as it were, 
in trammels in the late Parliament, that they were now • 
free and independent. 

Mr. Powys faid, had the noble Earl moved an amend- Mr.P^wyt. 
mem, ftating the direft rcverfe to the part of the addrefs 
which he pidpofed to have left out, he could not have vot- 
I ed with him on fuch a queftion, but to thank his Majefty 
for che diflbluaon of the late Parliamqpt, on the very firft 
day of a feffion, was premature, and appeared to him to be 
prechifive of all future difcuflion jof the fub'jefk That the 
diflblution.was neceflary, as it hs^d been declared to be by 
the learned gentleman who had lately fpoken, was a pofi- 
tion he was ready to admity provided the learned gentleman 
could prove, that the exiftence of the prefent Adminiftra- 
tion was indifpenfably n^ceffary to tKe. falvation of the 
country. Bfefore he could think of voting for fuch an ad- 
drefs, as poffibly the Minifter might come to Parliament 
for a bill of indemnity, Mr. Powys faid, he muft be in- 
formed how far it was deemed preclufive by the Minifter 
himfelf, and to what degree; fince, fhould the addrefs pafs, 
the Houfe would be confider<jd as pledged whe^ the fubje£l 
fliould hereafter come under difcuflion. 

Lord Delaval^zher a few arguments on the fubjeft of LordBeU. 
the diifolution, defended himfelf for having voted for the ^*'* 
India bill, and with Mr. Fox on every queftion that >v'as 
moved towards the clofe of the laft Parliament, by dcclar-^ . 
ing, that he then thought the notions he entertained and 
ad:ed upon, wer^ the notions of the People, and that the 
declarations of the Minifters to the contrary were falhcious 
and illufory. He reminded the Houfe of a fpeech he had 
at that time made, in which he had declared as much, and 
after complimenting the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the Treafury on his talents, had advifed him to go 
down the ftairs again by -which he had got \nto place, to 
trace back his indireft path to ppwer, and to enter at the 
door of that Houfe, openly, manfully, and conftitutionally, 
as the Minifter of the peoj)le and the Houfe of Commons, 
in which cafe he had promifed to open his arm§ to him^ - 
to embrace him cordially, and to give him every fupporr 
in his' power. Tlys promife he held himfelf pledged to 
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make good ; the People had convinced him that Ke had 
/ been miftaken as to their fen fe^ and that his conduf^ had 

c6nf(?quently been founded on error. The right honour- 
able gentleman had been borne into thlt Houfe through the 
portal, in the face of open day, on the fliOulders of the Peo- 
ple. His conftituents at Berwick, and the conftituents of 
the whole Houfe, had declared their confidence in the 
right honourable gentleman*s charafiter; and therefore,* as 
an honeft and independent man^ he was determined to 
give him his vote that night, and on eyery occafion to lend 
him his fupport. 
Mf.RoUe. ' Mr. Rollei2L\Ay he was empowered and comngtanded by 
his conftituents, to take the earlieft opportunity of declar- 
ing to the Houfe, that tjiey approved of every part of his 
(Mr. RoUe's) cohduft, in the fupport of the Minifter in 
the laft Parliament 5 and that they repof^d the moft impli- 
cit confidence in the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the Treafury. Mh Rolle complained to the Houfe 
of the conduft of one of the Judges at the laft affizes for 
Devon, declaring, that through his means, by refufing to 
let his conftituents have the ufe of the cdunty hall, they 
were deprived of the opportunity of aflcmbling, to inftruQ:, 
' him and his kite colleague, as they wifhed to have done. 
He ftated the particulars on which he grounded this com^ 
plaint, and faid, his condu£l hitherto had not .been like 
that of the noble Lord who fpdke Jaft, He had vote4 
againft the India bill, and agaii^ft the queftions brought 
forwai'd fince Chriftmas, becaufc he thought it his duty ios 
to do, and for the fame reafon he fliould that night give 
his vote for the addrefs. 
SW^amffon Sir Samp/on Gideon faid, he (hould z(k moft ungratefully 
•ideon. i,y jjjs conftituents, and ill requite their partiality to him^ 
fo lately exemplified, if he did not, on the prefent occa* 
fion, vote for the addrefs* Sir Sampfon declared, that its 
being known, that he was a friend to the Minifter, had 
been the chief ground upon which he had fucceeded at 
Coventry ; and that fuch ^ was the determined fenfe of the. 
people in general, in favour of the right honourable gen- 
tleQian at the head of the Treafury, that wherever he had 
lately been iti the country, he had been giy^n to under- 
ftand, that th6 fingle circlimftancc of any candidate's avpw«« 
ing himfelf fteady in the caufe of Government, and de- 
termined to fupport the m^afures of Adminiftration^ fo 
long as their meafures appeared calculated to promote the 
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feal Inte^cft of the country, was fuflScicnt to enfure an 
deAion againft a rival of the other party. 

Mr. Milms faid, he fliould vote for tne addrefs, becaufe Mr. Milivn 
it would not only be agreeable to his conftituents, but 
perfe£Uy accord with his own opinion. Mr. Milne^ de* 
clared, that the fcnfe of the large county, in which the city 
ftood that be had the honour to reprefent, (York) was 
clearly and decidedly in favour of the prefent Minifter, 
and that the di Ablution of the late Parliament afforded his 
conftituents, aild the whole county of York, the moft 
heartfelt fatisfa£tioil. The condu£i of the late Minifters 
was, he faid, h^ld in execration •— The India bill was re- 
garded as a delperate attempt to fecure to the author of the 
meafure, and his colleagues in office, an inordinate and 
.i^ncoriftitutional decree of power, to the diminution of the 
kgal prerogative ofthe Crown, and to the great danger of 
the liberties of the people. 

Mr. Mayn flood up the advocate of his own confiftency Mr. Adam* 
in contradiftinSion to the conduft of I^ord UelavaL Mr. 
Adam faid, he had never changed his opinion, nor did he 
fee the leaft reafon to alter it. He had voted, for the India 
bill, becaufe he was perfuaded it was a wife and neceffa* 
ry meafure, Alch as the occafion called for, and ndt a whit 
mote harfh than the exigency of the cafe required. With 
regard to the clamour that had prevailed againft it, far as 
it had fpread, and much as it had preyed on popular ere-* 
duUty, he was perfuaded it owed its rife and progrefs to 
ahful mifrcpfefentation, grofs delufion, and direfk and 
palpable falfefaood. A day would come, and its arri- 
val he trufted was not far -off", when the truth would 
appear in fpite of fallacy, when men would judge with 
candour, and decide without prejudice. That Minifters 
(houldhave made the moft of the popular delufion, he 
wondered not in the leaft, but their career had received a 
check, and that a glorious one, in the cleft ion for Weft- ' 
njinfter, where, as the fcene of a£kion was near at hand, 
it ^as difficult to conceal the jeal ftate of the cafe, and^ 
men judged for themfelves, by the beft guides, authentic 
information and faSs. Though his right honourable friend's 
cledion was not unanimous, it might be faid to have befen 
almoft an unanimous one, and confidering, that he had to 
contend againft all the weight of public office, all the in- 
tcreft of the Eaft-India Company, all the oppofition of 
Government, and the popularpbrenzy of the times, it was 
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a'^WQndcrful and moft nattcrftig jproof of the high degree o€ 
eftimatioirin which hi^^right honourable friend ftood with the 
intelligent citizens of one of the firft cities in the kingdom. 
Mr* Adam ftated, as an argument againft agreeing {o thafi 
- claufe of the addrefs, which approved of the diffolution of 
Parliament, and thanked His Majcfty for it, that as that 
' meafure was taken without any public neceflity, and againfl: 
the moft pofitive declarations of His Majefty'sMinifter, it 
was not to be approved of without a regular and proper en- . 
quiry into the gro'unds upon which the meafure was taken. 
He ftated to the Houfe, .the promife that the Minifter had 
made, and the time at which he made it. 

That the Houfe of Commons had mcf on .Saturday the- 
24th of January; that the meeting on that day was re-, 
inarkahle ; but the folemnity which attended it was flill more 
.remarkable, and fuch as had never taken place on any for« 
mer occafion. '- 

On that day Mr. Powys aflced the Minifter, with the 
flrongeft imprefli6ns of the importance of the occafion. 
Whether he;, meant to diffolve the Parliament? and conjured 
him in the moft emphatic manner to permit the Houfe to 
meet once more. — Mr Pitt replied in' the phrafe which he 
conftantly ufed at that time, " That he would not compro- 
*^ mife the King's prerogative by making any bargain rcla- 
^* tive to the diffolution, but that he could alTure the ho- 
*.' nourable gentleman (Mr, Powys) that it was meant the 
*^ Houfe Ihould meet again. 

The Houfe met on the\Monday following, the 26th, of 
January, when Mr. Pitt declared, in words which Mr. 
Adam faid he had taken down at the time, and fhewn K) fe- 
verar'perfons, who agreed they were the words fpoken by 
the Minifter, •* That he never would advife His Majefty, 
*^ and vi^ere he, His Majefty would not take the advice, to 
*^ diffolve the Parliament; when, confidering all circum- 
** ftances, it would be' attended with great difadvantage to 
i' the public, and that he conlidered the prefent time to 
*< be fuch." ' - . . ^ 

"" Mr. Adam added, that he defired the Minifter, or 'any of 
« his adherents, to point out any material difference between 
the period of the diffolution and the time at which the Mi- 
nifter made the declaration — That he was aware there was 
one fubjeft on which they might endeavour to ftate a di^e- 
rcnce; the Mutiny bill ;- upon that he obferved^ there wa» 
no real ground for argument; becaufe^ if Parliament bad 
/ ' been 
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been diflblved, at the period tfie declaration was made, a ne^ 
onehiight have been returned, before the Mutiny bill would 
have expired. He obferved, upon* this fiatement of uncon- 
trovertible fa£ls, that it would be highly improper to come to 
.- an immediate approbation of a difTolution, which was evident- 
ly done, in violation of the pledged word of the Minifler, and 
thepreferredopinion,of his Sovereign. A diflblution, which 
had fufpended all public bufinefs, by an unufual exertion of 
prerogative, while a veryfhort and temporary fufpenfion of 

Eublic bufmefs to maintain the undoubted privileges of the 
[oufe of Commons, had been loudly complained of. . 
'Lord North faid, he had been in hopes that Miniftcr? would Ld. North, 
have propofed fuch an Addrefs, as mould have met with no 
oppofitibn, nor been liable to any objedlion. On the con- 
trary, they had fo managed it, as to fet off hoftilely, and lay 
the foundation for many future bickerings, much heart-burn* 
ing, and much difcontent. He ftated the different grounds 
on which the late diffolution might be argued, with a view to 
Its juftification, and faid, that regarded as a matter oFconve- 
hienceto*Miniflers, they certainly were not to be blamed for 
it; but then it was a bad principle to lay down^ that Minlfters 
jsvere juftified in proceeding to tlie adoption of any meafure of 
that magnitude and importance merely for their own coove- • * 

"nience. Having contended that Minifters hai adled raftily.in ' 

diffolving Parliament in the midft of a felTion, and declared 
that they could not urge" as a plea for it any conduft on the 
part of oppofition, that impeded the progrefs of the public 
bufinefs ; his Lordfhip ftated that the meafure had been of it- 
li?lf a very confiderable means of procraftination and delay^ 
both of which muft neceffarily be confidercd as extremely dif- 
adyantageous to the Public, under the prefent circumftances 
of the country. If any man had a right to be angry with the 
laft Parliapient, his Lordfhip faid, it was himfelf; for at the 
commencement of that Parliament, h^e had been feated high 
in power, and apparently pcffefled the confidence of a confi- 
derable majority of the Houfe of Commons. His divifion on 
the Addrefs had been 212. The divifion of oppofition was 
nearly what it had been that day, Viz. 130, and yet flat- 
tering as thefe fails appeared to be a;t the time, in two or three 
yead5 after He was obliged to quit his high fituation. He ad- 
vifed the right honourable gentleman, therefore, not to rely 
too confidently on his own fecurity, nor to exult too tri- 
umphantly on his prefent majority. ' 

Mr. fhx fpoke in fupport. of the amendqaent. Ife confi- Mr. Foxi 
jdcred the calling upon thofe of the late Parliament— a Parlia- 
F ^ * ment 
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mcnt dcferving of as much praife as any Parliament that had 
ever f^t,. to fubfcribe to their own condemnation, by acceding 
to an Addrefs containing a paragraph applauding and thank- 
ing His Majefty for his diflblution ot it, to be adding a degree, 
of infultto vi6kory, and exercifing an arrogant and indiecent 
triumph at the expfence of the conquered. Mr. Fox entered. 
I into a general defence of the India bill, declaring that he. 
flirunk not from the refponfibility of that meafure. He was 
the author of it ; and if there was guilt in the having propofe^ 
it, he was chargeable with that guilt. Perfonally refporifible 
for having brought forward the bill, he could not be^ fo as to 
' be made fubjeft to perfonal puniflmiient, l^ut refponfible iri 

the only manner in which refponfibility for fuch condadk 
could attach, he certainly was; refponfible M^ith his charac- 
ter, refponfible at the tribunal of the PublicT-vHe was glad 
that he had rifqued his lituation for that bill, eveh^ough i^ 
was loft ; and though he never, perhaps, mfght again be a 
> Miriifter, he would ever perfift in maintaining, that the maii( 
who was afraid of rilquing every thing perfonal o^ a meafure 
of importance, on a meafui^e that he was himf^lf perfuaded 
was a good meafure for the country, was unfit to be a MiniC- 
ter. The India bill, he was well convinced, vrzs that fort of 
ineafure; and he was perfuaded, when it fhoulds^ereafte^ 
be coolly confidered, when the necefTity for it on £he one 
hand, and the defign, fcope, and extent of it on the oth^ri 
were fairly viewed, and equally balanced, he had no doubi 
but it would be admitted to be,a good, a falutary, and a pro- 
per bill for the purpofe. That he meant either now, or atf 
any other time, to flirink from it, was untrue ; he neveic 
had, he never would fhrink from it ; he avowed it originally, 
he avowed it then. Jn like manner he avowed the Refolution 
on which the Addrefs to His Maj^fty was founded, that de- 
fired that no diflblution might take place; a prayer whicl> the 
Houfe had been given to underftand Ihould be complied with. 
On the prefent occafion, therefore, he charged Minifters with 
having broken the Royal word, and faid one thing to tne 
Houfe, while they meant to do another. After dwelling upon 
this for fome time, Mr. Fox faid, th^condu6l of the Minifter 
in his endeavour that day to trample upon oppofition, and 
treat it contemptuoufly, betrayed fomething, as it' were^ like 
the paflion of infolence. He cautioned the right honourable 
gentleman, therefore, not to exult to exceedingly in his changes 
of fituation, nor to triumph too inordinately, becaufe the 
diflblution had anfwered his purpofe. ' Majorities were not 
always fee u re, nor always fteady. Let the right honourable 
gentleman look to the year 1 709, and let him recoiled: thak 

there 
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Ithere was f^ich a perfon as Dr. Sacheverel. Not that ha 
meant to degrade the right honoarable gentleman's talents by 
putting them on a footing with thofe ofSacheverel, but merest 
ly to remind him, that in the year 1709 the times were ex- 
ceedingly fimila^* to the times at prefent, and the new Parlia- 
rnent, that had then been juft called, ^ere to the full as par- 
tial to, Dr, Sacheyerel, as the prefent new Parliament was 
obviqufly partial to the right honourable gentleman. Thofe 
who had got pofleffion of the Government then (during the v 
^ur laft years of Queen Anne) would, in all probability, 
liave deilroyed the Cbnftitution, had not the hands of Provi** 
dence happily interpbfcd and prevented it. Mr. Fox recom- 
nierided it to Mr. Pitt to bring forward the neceilary meafures 
to prevent the illicit pra£tices upon the revenue, commending 
the very excellent Reports that had been made upon that fub« 
je6b by the Committee of the laft Parliament ; h^ faid, w^ii* 
ever the right honourable gentleman did this, or brought for** 
ward any propofition to fupport the credit pf the nation, he 
might depend on his fupport, as he wifhed the public bufinefs 
to go oti without farther, interruption. Hq took notice of 
what Mr. Miln^ns had faid about York, and declared, thatre-i 
fpe£table^ as that gentleman might be, he did i^ot believe thait 
Either the Houfe or the city of York ^oyld be benefited by 
the exchange. ' *' ' 

Mr. Jiftlnes rofe to explain. He iaid, he verily believed^ Mr.Mitjieii' 
the politics of Lord John CavendiCh, and the meafur^ be 
bad fupported, loft him the city of York. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt apologized for rifing at fo late an hour, Mi> Chan* 
declaring, that what had fallen in the courfe of the debate, ccUor Pi(u 
mad^ it neceffary that he fliould fay a few words. He then 
faid, he was fully convinced of the importance of unanimity^ 
and was extremely defirous of procuring it, jf unanimity 
could be obtained ; but he was not for^urchafing a hollow' 
unanimity, by blinking a great conftitutional queftion, and 
paffing over tne diflblution of the laft Parliament when it was 
foclfearly eftabliflied, that it had giwn the moft folid fatif- 
fadion throughout the kingdom. As on the one hand, he 
was not willing to blink that great queftion, for the fake of 
the unanimity of an hour, fo on the other, he was not afraid 
to ftate fairly how far he did conceive the pr6fent Addrefs 
would preclude and pledge the Houfe, whsn they came here- 
after to difcufs the circumftance of the diflblution. If it . 
fliould appear, that in the condadl of the diflblution, there 
Imd been any trifling irregularity or error, he ihould in that 
cafe^hink the prefent Addrefs precluded any cenfure for fuch 
irregularity ; but Gpd forbid| that the Addrefs, or any thing 

elfe • ' 
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elfe, Aould pr/vent any capital criminality, ,if criminality of 
that fort there fhould be difcovered in the diflblution, fVotn 
' "**".?. ™'"y brought out, fully inveftigated, and if proved, 
punilhed with due feverity. Having faid this, the Chancellor 
toentjoned among the fortunate events that had happened, the 
fcnal conclufion of the Definitive Treaty with tlie States 
Oeneral. He next took notice of the various arguments that 
ftad been nfed in the debate, and By colleSing them Teverally 
JromUrd North, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Fox, and comparing 
?ne yrolences of one with the other, threw an air of ridicule 
npon the whole. He took notice of Mr. Fox's having had 
the hrmnefs to avow the India bill, and ftill to glory in it. 
although he loft what he rifgued-his power and fituation by 
«. We faid this firmneft was not to be fufficiently admiredi 
r** J.".-^*. ^^- f^o^^'s declaring himfelf wiUing to bear the re- 
gonfcbriity was a little ridiculous, becaufe in the very next 
Jentence he declared the'refponfibility to amount tb nothing, 
as he could not be made perfonally refponfible to any punifli- 
ttent for having merely propofed a biH to Parliament. The 
^ly refponfibility he was liable to, was the refponfibility of 
charaaer, and refponfibility at the tribunal "of the Public. 
Thts fort of refponfibility, Mr. Pitt obferved, Jiad already 
keen brought to the teft. Mr. Fox had been tried before that 
tribunal of the Public, who had n^early unafiimoufly found 
torn gtnlty. He alfo adverted to what Lord North had f^d 
. "n.i^^ Parliament, and owned, that if any thing could be 
a juftification of that Parliament, the noble Lord had ftated 
. raeungie merit, that would indeed ferve to cover a multitude of 
JHis, VIZ. he had ftated that the Taft Parliament had the virtue to 
pttt an end to his Adminiftrat ion, and to the ruinous and cala- 
mitouswar whichtbenoWeLordhad brbughtnponthecountry. 
«fc would not, he faid, at that late hour, attempt to argue 
^M f '^"^'^/*'''S't «n''er the bVoad fhield which the 
»owe Lord had thrown ove^ it, he would proceed to take 
iJOticc bf two or three obfervations, that had fallen from the 
right honourable gentleman oppofite to him, and from the 
tight honourable gentleman's learned friend behind him, 
relative to that " glorious check to the career of Miniflers," 
as It was called, the Weftminftcr eleaion. The' ingenuity 
ot the learned gentleman had found out, that the righ't ho- 
oourable gentleman's eleftion was almoft unanimoos, kl- 
though they had that day been enquiring why no jetufn 
had been inade, and had learnt, that many thoufands >votcd 
for two other candidates. ; But, faid the learned, gentleman, 
' thfe 
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the faccefs was -wonderful, qonfidcring that the right honour- 
able gentleman had to contend with the powers of public 
office, with the powers of thq Indi^ Company, and with, 
what the learned gentleman was pleafed to term, popular 
phrenzy. The right honourable gentleman, faid Mr, Pitt^ 
has to lament, that he had to contend with the powers of 
public office, becaufe he endeavoured to fubvert Govern- 
ment— 7 He has to lament, that he had tO' contend with the 
£aft-India Compajiy, becaufe he endeavoured to fcize upon 
their property, and to feize upon their mod facred rights, * 

fan£lioned by .chatters, and»fecured to them by ftatutes; 
and he has to lament, that he had to contend with what n 
termed the popular phrenzy, becaufe the People at large 
have feen and condemned his conduft — But what allies the 
right honourable gentleman had to fight for him are not no- 
ticed-— The degree of influence u fed in his favour has not 
been obfcrved iipon, nor any, refpeft paid to thofe charms^ 
'Which alone can fuperfede every other confideration ^mong 
us all, and command utianimity, when nothing elfe could 
occafion it. Having purfucd this vein of mixed farcafm and 
ridicule, Mr, Pitt took notice of Mr, Fox's glories not be- 
ing merely cotifined to Weftminfter, but extended, to the 
extremeft corner or the ifland, to which the right honour- 
able gentleman's partialities had not for^nerly gone. — Hit 
faccefs at Rofs and Kirkwall ought not, he thought, to be , , 

denied its fhare of praife -^ It was well intitled to 

',' Purfuc the triumph and. partake the gait." 

Having entertained the Houfe coofidcrs^bly with this part of 
his fpeech, Mr. Pitt brought his harangue to a concl^fion, 
by declaring that he could not confent, either at the price of 
unanimity, or for any o^her coniideration, to alter the ad- 
drefs in any part of it, ^ . 

Lord Field'mg rofe next; but the cry. of *^ \^eJ}ion, ^uej^ Lord TitlJU 
■ ^ tiony^ was fo generally vociferated, that it was fomc time *"8* 
before his Lordlhip could go on, s^nd then only for a fhort 
time. He moved <* That the addrefs of the Houfe in Janu- 
^ ary Ufl Ihould be read." It was read accordingly; and 
Mr. Fox moved *^ That the original refolution might be read - ^ - 

«* likcwife," which was complied with. 
At length the queftion was put^ and the Houfe divided, 
Ayes, (for the amendment) - 114 

Noe^ - - - • • 2S2 

The • . 
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The. maiiv queftion was then pbt, and c^itied; and a 
Goilnmittee was appointed to prepare the addrefs, 
Mr.Lce. . Mr.i Lxt afterwards moved ** Th^t Mr. Grojanj the Dc-* 
" puty Bailiff of Weftminfter^ attend.at the Bar this dayt'? 
Ordered. 

May 25. 

The Houie pfoceeded.ro eftablifli the orders for the regu* 
ktion of petitions complaining pf undue eleAions and re<& 
turJJs ; and after a good deal of debate they agreed to the fol- 
lowing order : — That the petitions fhould be clafled ^^ I ftj ' 
Petitions in cafes of double returns ; idly, Petitions againft 
members returned for two or tnore places ; 3dly, Petition* 
complaining of returns only — This was a new diftinfiion^ 
moved by Mr. Gafcoyne — and 4thly, Petitions in all other 
cafes. — After this was fettled, a number of petitions wer^ 
prefentcd, and days fixed for taking them into confide^ 
ration. 

A debate occurred on a petition from the right honour- 
able Charles- James Fox, complaining of there not having 
been any return made to the writ for Weflminfter, and ftat-^ 
ing all the circumftances of the ele&ion. 

As foon as this petition was read. Lord Mulgrave defired " 
to know upon what ground this petition was delivered, un- 
der a claim to be heard before a Committee, appointed un-^ 
dcr the authority of Mr. Grenville's bilf? As the beft 
means of coming at this, his Lordfliip moved, " That an 
** aft made in the loth of Ht« prefent Majefty, entitled, *"An 
* aft to regulate the trials of controverted eleftions, or re- 
^returns of members to ferve in Parliament^' might be 
« read.'* 

Mr. Fo». Mr. i^oArfaid, he conCdered.himfelf as entitled to peti- 
tion the Houfe, and to have that petition referred to a Coni« 
mittee, to be chofen according to the regulations of Mr* 
Grenville*s bill, for which reafon he had delivered the peti- 
tion which had been juft. read ;' and he meant to move, if 
there was no objeftion ftated to it, that the faid petition 
go to a Committee to be balloted for on Friday fc*nnight. 

Lurd Mi^)- . Lord Mulgrave faid, be had moved to have the claufe bf 
- p"«- the aft read, which he took to be perfeftly regular, and 
therefore defired it might be read, as he did not conceive 
the petition came within the aft ; and in that cafe he fhould 
Qiake a motion, (bmewhat different from that propofed to be 
made by the right honourable gentleman. 

^ The 
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The claufe of the aft wai read. 

Lord Mui^rave then entered into a dKcoffion of the true 
iateot and meaniDg of Mr. Grenvill^^ when he originally 
pip^fed the biUy declaring, that he was in Parliament, and 
took,^ confidet^i^ partvtn carrying the bill through againft 
the powerful enemies it had to contend with at the* time. 
He declared, the fole purvieu of the bill went to the feats of 
parties, that it ordered notice to be fen^ of the Committee, 
&c. to the petitioners and fitting members, and could not be 
cooftroedas having any relation to elefiio()s pending. In e)^• 
plaoation, and by way of illufirating this alTertion, hisLord>-> 
lhip»quoted Mr* Grenville's expreffions at the time the bill 
was under, coniidipration ;. from whence he declared, that all 
eledion matters and merits not fpecificaliy and obvioufly 
ipcloded withia the purvieu of Mr. Grenville's bill, remain* 
ed fobjed: to the old coQYmoo law, as it flood before the 
paf&ng of the ftatute, and that confequently the petitioa 
upon the table could only be received and confidered by the t 
Houfe as any other petition that was without the meaning 
of Mr. Grcnyille*s bill. • The petitioner might be hea.pd by . 
his Couniel at th,c bar^ in fupport of it, and to fuch a mo* 
tioa he (hould have no objeftion; but at prelent he (hould 
move, ^^ That the faid petition does not come within the 
*' defcriptioo of a petition complaining of an undue eledioti 
*^ or return of a member or members toferve in Parliament, 
'^ the proceedings upon which .are regulated by twoi£ts, 
'^ made in the ipth and nth years of his prefent^ Majefty^s 
" reign, for regulating the trials of controverted elcftions, 
" or returns o£ members to fcrve in Parliament/' 

The MaJUrofthe^ Rolls (Sir Lloyd Kenyon) 'fecondcd the The Muft* 
motion, and affign€;4 his reafons for being clearly of opinion of theRoiu 
with the noble Lot4. .He faid, the aft of Mr. Grenville, 
of which he thouglxt highly, clearly regarded fitting mem- 
bers only, and provided for the trial of an ele£tion caufe 
between parties. In the prefent cafe there were no parties, 
there had been no ele^ion, there was no return* It was 
impoffible to fay who was chofen, and there was but one 
petitioner. If be was to give his opinion upon the paper / 
that kad been delivered to the Sheriff by the High Bailiff, 
he (hould certainly not pronounce it a return of members, 
far it ftated not who we^re, according to the judgenicnt of the 
Tetorntng oiEcer, duly elc£ted : it was n>erely a return of 
aqother fcind^ a ^iftory of the proceedings ^zt the Weftmin-t 
ftcr polU an accpunt of the res gejiif there, by way of ap04 

Vol. XV. - G . logy 
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logy made by the High Bailiff 'to tht ShiriiF, M ^ juftifi- 
eatidn of himfelf for not being able to make a cbmt)letc re- 
turn. The ftatutc of the iitth of King William had been z 
food deal mentioned the preceding day ; it was, he faid, to 
im no new bafinefs ; and he had his ddubts, whether th^t 
ftatutc had any reference whatever to the Higti Bailiff. He 
. . was incUried to think it had not, becaufe no fuch perfon as 
the High Bailiff, or any other returning' oflker, other thab 
the Sheriff, was rec6gnifed in it. That aft oHered thfe 
Shcfriffto make his return to the writs, for the cleftion cff 
members to ferv6 in Parliament, to the Clerk of the Crown, 
and directed, that the Sheriff ftioqld pay to the faid Clerk 
of the Crown the ancient and lawful fees of four fhillin^y 
and no mort^ fortvery knight ofv the fhire^ and two fhiU 
lipgs, and no more, for eVcry citizen, burgefs, or baron of 
the Cinque' Ports, and (hould charge the fame in his sic- 
count* V Upon this, the Mafter of the Rolls reafoned, t6 
prp^,' ^hatthe Sheriff al6ne was amehable to the ftatutc, 
afking what account the High'BaiUffever kept at the Crown 
DfBce, and what fees he ever paid there } BJe concluded 
with declaring, that he wks clear in^ his Opinion, that the 
petition 'df t<he right honburabte gentleman came not withih 
the meaning of Mr. Grenville's bill. 

Mr. Fox. Mr, /b^ij declared, that be Would be free to confefs, that ih 
one point he was rather fnclined to the opinion of the leamefl 
, gentleman, arid that Was merely with rdjpcft to the return '; 
but that although his petitidp( Was not within the letter of 
the bill' of' Mr. Grenville, he was , perfuaded jft came within 
the fpirit of it, atid he hoped the Houfe would have fuffered 

-. ' it to go to a Committee, though he faw pretty plainly that it 

* < was not their intention. He took notice of the Maftcr of 
the Rolls having declared that it was no liew bufinefs:' he 
faidi he verily believed it was not a new bufinefs to any of 
the learned gentlemen he faW oppofitetohim, for he was per* 
foaded they had all been confulted in the contrivance and fa- 
brication of the curious device that had been hit upon, 
whichjihough it was not to, be deemed fofar areturii as to per- 
mit him to)p€tition the Houfe upon it, fb as to obtain a hear- 
ing befdre a Committee upon their oaths, it was neverthe- 
lefs to be deemed a return fufiicient to exculpate and fave an 
atrocious delinquent from punilhment. From this remarks, 
Mr. Fox proceeded to ftate the peculiar difficulties that h^^ 
been thrown in the way of his being returned for Weftmih- : 
fter. He faid every other candidate in the kingdom, had been ' 

allowed 
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albwed to Uy his'chance feirly ; but It appeared to haVc been 
determkied bj Adminiftration, that let Mr. F^ox iiave ever 
fe great a 'majority, let him even have had all the votes of \ 
all the eledors, that unfortanate candidate was to have been 
prevented from takipg his feat for Weftminfter. Various ^ 

had been theftratagems put in practice tQ<]efeat his ele£lion. 
At firft the defign feemed to have been, to poll any votes for 
his rival, no matted ho# bad ; but that* method was foon 
abandoned as too glaringly partial to be perliflcd in ; then 
piobably the idea of making a double return was {^aufed 
^jpon; but a$ m that cafe a petition would have carried the 
matter before a Committee of the Houfe, under Mr. Gren- 
villc's bill, the right to the feat would have 'been decided 
boner than it Was wilhed to be, and therefore that plan was 
hkewife abandoned ; all along Adminiftration had ufed their 
whole weight and influence againft him, and aggravated the 
cxpence to the utmoft, by way of harrafling the enemy as 
fflodt as poffible : laft of alt, the idgenious thought of draw- 
ing up for the High Bailiff, fuch a paper as would prefervc 
him from dlSmger, though the unfortunate candidate could 
neither- proceed upon it one way nor thepther, fo as to ob- 

> tain that feat which he wis fairly entitled to, was adopted 
and carried into prailice. ^ Mr. Fox added other arguments 
to prove how far the perfecution was carried ; if he attempt- 

. cd to avail himfelf of one ftatute, to which, from the com- 
plcdion of his cafe, it appeared to be applicable, he ^was im- 
mediately told, it had no reference to that slQ. of Parliament ; 
if he looked to another with a hope that it would proteft him, 
and obtain that for Him which in reafon and'juftrce he had a 
right to claim, jhe was told, he was as wide of the mark as 
ever, andfo on : he had no doubt he (hould find it ad infinitum. 
With regard to a fcrutiny, fhould the Houfe be of opinion 
that it ought to proceed, what hope could.he entertain of 
getting his feat for years ? In London the fcrutiny had con- 
tinued for ten' days, and alK)ut twenty votes only had been 

. gone through ; in what time tfien Was it likely that the poll 
for Weflminfte'r (hould be brought to a conclufion? He took 
notice that a learned friend of his, fpeaking of the partiality x 

of the electors towards him, had carried the paradox rather 
loo far, and declared, that the votes for him had been almoft 
.univerfal ; he would not venture to fay this ; but though he 
had not a majority of votes, yet it might fairly be faid, that 
When a candidate like him, a known obje£^ of the enmity and 
perfecution of Government, ventured to ftand for Wcftmin- 

G a iter, ■ 
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ftcr, to obuin an equality of votes, he m^ft have a m&jority 
of wrflies. He obferved, that the Latin word votum admit- 
ted of two tranflationsy both of ^ivhich applied to his cafe; 
for he might be Taid to have enjoyed the majority of the i;oic^s 
of his conftituents, or he could not have been honoured with 
ah equality of their votes, ^f,. however, he had beeri choicn 
by the unanimous votes of all the Wcftminfter eleflors, and 
Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray had chofen to demand a fcru- 
tiny, he was perfuaded they might have kept him out of the 
Hciufe the whole feilion, perhaps the Whole Parliament* 
As the cafe flood, he was fincercly of opinion, that his Peti- 
tion ought, from its coming within the fpirit of Mr. Gren- 
.ville's bill, to go to a Committee ; there were parties, com- 
plete parties to try the caufe between ; Lord Hood and he 
were one party ; Sir Ceqil Wray and his eleftors anojher : , 
. ^ Sir Cecil Wray ought to petition, and then they would be 

properly before th^ Houfe. As to^ there being no fitting 
members — What fitting, members were there in the cafe of a 
double return ? Mr. Fox argued upon the nqccffity for a new 
I ' law to be made, in order to bring carfes like his within the 
jurifdiSionof Mr. Grenville'sjbillj atprcfeot, he faid, thofe 
who aflFcfted to be moft fond of that ftatute, took moft pains 
to narrow its' feope arid confine its efFefts. This had that 
day been fully exemplified in the cafe of the Bedford(hire 
Petition., He faw the utility of that bill more and more, 
and he wifhed to extend its jurifdiAion to all poffible cafes of 
cleftion. He remarked, that he had fomewhere heard (bme- 
thing of the kindnefs fhewn him by the eledtors of Rofs and 
Kirkwall, when his elcSion for Weftminfter was, as it had 
been termed, in its moft forlorn ftate. Upon that head, 
he could pnly fay, that he was as mgch furprifed, when .he 
learnt that he was to be returned for Kirkwall, as aay one. 
gentleman in the Houfe coqld be. The honour was altoge-- 
' ther unexpefted by him, nor did he hear of it, till two days 
before he was chofen; but though he had^not looked there for 
a rcfource, yet it would have been the height of imprudence 
^ for him, if he meant to be in Parliament, to have trufted 
folely to Weftminfter. Of that he was aware all along, and 
his opinion Was now fully confirmed. Mr. Fox, before he 
fat down, faid, it was his duty to prcfent the Petition, and 
to get it referred ipa Committee under Mr. Grenville's bill, 
' ; if he could j he owed it to his conftituents; and he wifhed 
cither to have a declaration from that Houfe, that the High 
BailifTs paper was a return, or an order for him to make one. 

•He 
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He was farp he was legally chofen, and that by a coniiderahle 
iDigority, althoaghtit might be thought he was not. Poflibly 
fomc hundreds who had voted for him would fay, they voted 
for Sir Cecil Wray, and (b Ke was ^perfoaded would others 
who voted for Sir Cecil Wray fay, they voted for him ; but 
he knew the faft was liot fo ; and that as to any real miftake, 
of that kind^ if there were any, there coujd be but very few. 
The (e^t he claimed as his ri^ht ; he was contending for the 
polfeffioa by virtue of that rights and he wifhed to have it * 

fairly tried ; if Sir'Cecil Wray fhould appear to be legally 
chofen, let hind take his (eat ; at any rate. Lord Hood 
ought to hove his feat, and tbt eleftors for Weftminfter be 
reprefented in fome fort in Parliament. — Mr, Fox, in the 
courfe of his ipecch, afked the Mafter of the Rol^ls, if, when 
he, the pireqcding day, called out audi alteram partem^ he* 
tranflated the word alteram^ as alluding' only to on^of the two' 
parties ^' He alfo mentioned the learned gentleman's having 
given- the Public to tinderftand by his vote for Weftminfter, 
that he tived in his ftabtes. Before he concluded, Mr. Fox 
faid, he fliould not take the fenfc of the Houfe by a diviliori, 
but if the qdeftion were carried againft him, (as he fuppofed, 
from the prefent temper and difpofition of the Houfe, it 
would be), he fhoul^ move afterwards, that leave be given 
to bring up the Petition, and that hennight be heard by f his' 
Counfel upon it at the bar of the Houfe; 

The ^Mafipr rftht Rolls (Sir L. Kenyon) rofe 16 explain, and The Mtftw 
firft he took notice of what Mr. Fox had thrown out witHo^^*»«^«^'"- 
refpeft to the bufinefs not being new to him. The exprcffion 
which he had ufed, and which Mr. Fox had twifted and tor- 
tured (0 ingcnioufly, was, he declared, that the eleventh of 
Kitag Willjam was not new to him ; and when he fajd fo, he 
alluded to his being converfant with that ftaftutc^ the faft bc- 
mg, that having heard Mr. Fox the preceding day pledge 
himfelf to briuj^ a popular aftion againft the High Bailiff oti , 
that aft of Parliament; when he went home from the Houfe, 
he had read the ftatute, and formed the opinion, which he 
had rather hinted than delivered .that evening. With regard 
to the paper of the High Bailiff he declared, upon his ho* 
nour, that he had never feen, or even heard of it, till he 
heard it read in the Houfe. He would, as he was upon his 
legs, add one thing more; the honourable gentleman had 
• fuggefted, and he hiad feen it ftated in almoft all the news- 
papers, that he had voted for his ftables. The faft was, a , , 
part of his hpufe, which was a pretty large one, flood in St. . 

Clement'^ 
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Clement's pariih. When he voted, Mr. BaUwin^ a very f)^ 
fpe6lablfc Counfel, and a voluntary agent for Mr. Fox, wsib 
prefent, and, told him at the time, that his vote was as good 
a one as any vote that had been taken. 
Mf- Chtn- ^ ]VJr. Chancellor Pitt contended, that inftead of fairly and 
cellar Pitti ^jfp^flionately arguing the petition upon the table on either pf 
its true grounds, viz. on the conftrudkion df the ftatute, or 
on the orders and pra6lice df parliament, the right honourable 
gentleman had chofen, as ufual, to throw out a great deal of 
inflammatory afleftion, 0, fcatter his inve^iye? at random^ 
, and to mix much extraneous matter with his arguments, of 
a fort th4t could have b^ii introduced with no other motive^ 
than for the purpofe of confounding truth and faifehood, and 
by that means mifleading the judgements, and alarming the 
prejudices of the Houfe, and pf all who heard him/ . Had jhc 
right honourable gentleman fairly argued . his petition, the 
whole merits of the cafe would have beeiji found to lie in ai 
narrow compafs. and it would have been a very eafy matter 
to follow his facts, and to put the queftion in its true point 
' ' of view. The qgcftion, Mr. Pitt faid, was not, what h^ 

happened during the eleiSion for Weftminfter, rior what the 
difficulties were, which the enmity of Admin iftration had^ 
provided for the unfortunate candidate, who had taken up fo 
much of the time of the Houfe, in Aating and defcribing the 
lamentable circuinftances that had befallen him. The que^ 
tion merely was, idid the petition upon the table come within 
. * the purvieu of Mr. Grenville's bill } If it did, it undoubtedly 

ought to go tp a Committee ; but if the Houfe'fhould be of 
opinion that it did not, undoubtedly it was neither confo-^ 
nant with the orders of the Houfe, that it fliould remain on 
the tables nor right that it fliould interrupt the regular bufi- 
nefs fhe Houfe was at. that time engaged in, viz. the receiv- 
ing petitions complaining of undue eledlions. — The unfor- 
tunate candidate, among many other of the melancholy 
grievances he complained of, and which he 'had taken fuch 
pains to imprefs upon the minds of the Houfe,, with a view 
to h^ld himfelf out to the Public as an objeft of the moft 
unexampled minifterial |)erfecution, had faid, that let him re- 
fort to what ftatute he would, ftill he was to be told he 
could derive no benefit from it. To what wa^ this to be af- 
cribed, but to the right honourable gentleman (or rather, as 
he had chofen to defcribe himfelf, to the unfortunate candi- 
date's) choofing to refort to fuch afis of Parliament as 
could not, by any fair conftruftion of arly of their claufes, 
be admitted to be at all appiioabie to his cafe ? Statutes^ how- 
ever 
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•^vef bcnefiicfal In their operation/ hot^etroi* defervedljr' pcpoh . 
jar, muilever be taken as they were, and conftnied accord^ 
ing to their dear import. Every a(5): of Parliament had in 
particular obje£i:, aiMl could not be n^ade applicable to fuch 
cafes, as by their exprefs wording, their provifions did not 
extend to. This was the cafe with Mr. Grenville's bill ; and 
the petition upon the table, to which the claufe of the aA 
that the Hbufe had heard read, had no reference whatever. 
•Nor was there toy thing ia the argun>ent of the unfortunate 
candidate^ tfeat'iii the c^fe of a double return, there were no 
dtdng members^ Thefaft was, to fome purpofe^, on every 
doable return, thfer^ w6re four fitting members inftead of two. 
With regard to the ftatute of King William's not applying, 
heknew not wh^ihir the unfQrtunate candidate had rooft 
caafe to lament, fir the fortunate High BailiflF, (againft Vvhoch 
the right honourable gentleman had fo vehemently denounced 
his vengeance, threatening him with his indignation, and 
declaritig his determination to makehfm, if poffible, a fjUrri- 
£ceto his difappbintment), had moldreafon to rejoice at the 
circumftance. Happy it undoubtedly wftsfor the High Bai- 
liff, that it turned od.t that he had duly dlfcharged his duty, 
and fully compliedwith his oath, .and with all that the ftatute 
required at his hands, in ftating hi^ reafons for 'nbt'havin|; 
made the return which the unfortunate candidate had ex* 
peded. With retpeft to the po'mtdd charge which ihe unfor«- ' 
tunate cahdidate had made againA hi« learned friend, the 
charge of not cohiirig new to the bufinefs, every, man who 
was acquainted with 'the refpeftable char^fter of the learned 
gentleman, aiid his uncommon fbare of proMional know- 
ledge and profeffi6nal learning, Would not only wonder 
if the eleventh' of King Williatn were new to him, but 
even if almoft any of the laws in our Statute Book^^ame 
under that defcription : indeed the right honourable gentle- 
mati had forgot that he himfelf had taken care that the bufi* 
ncfs (hould not be new to any part of the Houfe, fince on 
the firft day of the feffion, before a Spdaker was chofefn, and' 
Wore any bufihefs whatever .coujd 'be brought on, confifw 
tendy with the forms and pra<ftice of the HoUfe, he had 
rifen and urged it moft indecently upon' their notice. The 
right horioutable gentleman, not contented with moft fouUy 
and illiberally aibufing Adminiftratidn, and imputing to them 
defigns which they had not dreamt of, and devrces which they 
had never pradHfed ; not contented with ipfulting the under* , 
ibridings of that Houfe, contemning its decifions, and ar- 
raigning its jufiice, the right honoiirable gentleijtian )iad ex- 
ceeded 
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cce^d even his ufiial fcope, and carried hk inveiQive beyoxul 
'thofe walls, comprehending all his ccnilituents in one generai 
.-cenfure; ^ienfiifie that involved in it' th^ charge of perjurjr* 
fAxiTY frooi^he other fide of the houfc of No/, iVa/j ^ 
loon had the right honourable gentleman forg;ot his obiiga^ 
tions to the electors of Weftminfter, fo foon had he loft fight 
«q£ the arts of ingratiating himfelf in their favour, which he 
.faad'been ftudioofly pradtifing for the Uft two months with 
unexampled zeal, and, according to his own account,, with 
fuch unes^ampled fucceis, that he had not only obtained^' 
njajority of ,their votes, but, according to his own elegant 
tranflation of the "Latin word votumi a -majority of their 
voices, and even what was ftill more^ a majority of their 
wiihes,. With regard to the time tliat ;3k fcrutiny woi:rld take^ 
the bare mention that in the eleAioh of Vandeput and 
:Trenth^m, I5CX> votes were fet afide in the courfe of one 
feflTiqn only, when .feififins were much /horfer t^ap they had 
been of .late years, was fufficient tp prove, that tbe.tinfortu- 
DAte candidate h^id very greatly ag^i^vated the length of .time 
afcrutlny was likely to.take up i>efore it could be^ompleated'; 
and as to the impaled wifh of Minifters to.^keep the city d 
Weftminfter Ysrithovtt.its repfefentatives, he would leave it to 
the good 'fenfi? of gentlepien to determine^ whether it was 
lifeely that Adminiliratioa Ihould entertain fo abfurd a wllh, 
as that 0f preventing Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray (who 
prph^ably might be tb$ members, returned at tlie end of the ^ 
Xdrvtiny) from taking their feats, fiac^ it was pretty well 
knpwn that both thpfe gentlemen were adiuated- by fenti- 
loefitS, land that they entertained politica) principles friendly 
to the prefent Government. ,He faid, what imprefled his 
mind, from an impartial confidqration of the whole of the 
tcafe, apd which he preifumed made the fame impreilion on the 
.minds 'of ail candid ixien, was, the neceiEty for a new law, to 
regulate the eledlioqs for Weftrainfter in future; a Jaw that 
might dire£l the duration^ a^d limit the continuance of thofe 
jcle^ipns, fo that the Bailiff of Weftminfter fhould be able 
t<> take the poll, and even« conclude a fcrutiny, (fliould a 
fcrutiny in his judgement appear to be necefiary) in fufficient 
time to enable him tp make a complete return to the SherifF, 
by the period appointed in the writ for fuch return to be 
fpade to the Clerk o< the, Crown. An a6t of Parliament like 
that he had defcribed,, Mr. Pitt faid, appeared to him to be - 
.highly necefTary; and hetrufted he ihould have the affiHance 
and fupport of the right hotlourablegentleman^ and of the . 
.v^hple Houfe, when a bill f(HP the piirpofe ihould be fubmit-^ 
4 ted ' 
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ted. to their coniideratton ; by that means eade:(V09ria|; to 
convince the Public at iarge of the wifdom and pra£Ucability 
of a meafure/ which ever had been, and ftill was, neareft his 
hearty viz. a fober, temperate, and ufeful reform of the flate 
of parh'amentary reprefentation. He wi(hed the cafe of the 
Weftminfier eledlion to be fully heard, and impartially dif- 
ciifled ; but he was firmly of opmion that the petition , came 
not within the'purvieu of .Mr. Grenville's bill ; and that be;-, 
ing of diat opinion, his regard for the rules and orders of the 
Houie obliged him not only to vote againft the petition's go- 
bg to a Committee, bat agatnfl its regaaining on the table, « 
till it came there in a manner more confonant to the orders of 
, the Hoiifet and the pFa<9:ice of Parliament. 

The mption was agreed to ; after which the .petition was 
withdrawn* ^ ^ 

May 27. 

The Houfe went up to St. James's with their addrefs ; to 
which His Majefty was pleafed to retmrn the following moft ' 
gracious anfwer; 

" Gentlemen, "' 

** \ return you mV moft cordial thanks for this Very loyal 
" and dutiful addrefs. 

" The afFediipnate expreffionsof attachment froni my 
** faithful Commons, and their zealous regard to the prirtci- 
** pies of q^r invaluable Conflitutipn, muft ever afford me 
•* the moft fincere fatisfaftion.** 

May 31. . . 

Mr. Surh rofe, and faid, he. wiflied to fay a few words Mr. Burki^ 
upon a fubje£k well worthy the attention of the Houfe. 
The Parliament had been aftem^bled under circumftances f» 
new and extraordinary, that if there ever was a time when it ^ 
hefhoved men to jook about tljem, and confidcr themfelves 
and their charadlerS, this was the time. It was highly ne 
ceffa^y that they /hould know precifely the nature of the 
ground they trod, and the fort of law that was to govern, 
their future condudl within thefc walls., yis Majeftyrs 
fpeech from the throve at the opening of the fefepp, and the 
addrefs voted upon it, although couched in pretty general 
terms, and holding a. language far from 6bje<aionable in the 
abftraft, involved a variety of weighty and important mat- 
ters, that called foras ferious and deliberate a difcuffien a? 
any fubje6Vs that ever had been fubmitted to the corifideration 

Vol.. XV. H of 
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of anyPaillament. Meaning therefore, at fome future day, 

^ to bring diem before t}ie Houfe, in fach a manner as fhoufd 

diallenge their matureft attention, he rofe then in fairnefr 
and candour to declare, that fach was hiis defi^i, in order 
that gentlemen might have fufficient time to confider the to- 
pics touched upon in His Majefty's fpeech, and \o weigh 
their import and tendency with that, degree of examination 
and refiedion that their magnitude merited. The points: 
which the fpeech, and the addrefs of the Houfe, principally 
held out, were three : the firft, the diflblution of the late 
Parliament, f(M- which the Houfe had thanked His Majefty. 
. Undpubted^y, to diflblve a Parliament was a legal exercife 
of the prerogative, and prima facie a right thing. It was^ 
therefore, proper to thank His Majefty for doing what, 
appeared prima facie to be right ; but there might be ciff 
cumftances (he was not then faying that there were, be« 
caufe that was not the fit moment for the difcuflion]f 
which might prove, that what was prima facie right, was 
altogether unjtiftifiable, and a moft violent and unwar- 
rantable exercife of power as ever was put in pra£lice. 
The fecond point the fpeech and addrefs went to^ was the 
mention of what had been done in relation to the Bail- 
India Company \ and this commemoration carried along 
with it a ftrong.infinuation, that fomcthing unconftitu- 
tional had been attempted on that head in the laft Far- 
' liament. This commemoration, therefore, was commemo^ 
ratio quaji exprohatio^ and called for confideration and en*« 
. quiry, fince it regarded the conduf^ of Parliaments in ge- 
neral, and it being highly neceflary that the Houfe Qiould 
know how far they might fafely proceed in future refpe£i- 
' ing the fort of bills, that might or might not be intro- 
duced without fubjeding a Houfe of Commons to the rc- 
prehenfion of having aSed uhcoriftitutionally. Bills and 
proceedings might, he obfervcd, be inftituted and held in 
progrefs, which as bills atid proceedings merely, might be 
liable to the imputation .of being unconftitutional^ becaufe 
it was the completion they received, and the fanflion and 
fiat of the whole Legiflature, that changed them from bills 
"^ and proceedings to a£ls of Parliament, and made them con- 
ftitutional 5 it was therefore a very, nice queftion, how they 
could proceed fafely, to avoid the reprehenfion of having 
a6ied linconftitutioHally in refpefl: to their bilU; becaufe, 
as the matter ftood, unexplained and obfcure, every biU 
they pafled that did receive the fan£tion ^nd fupport of 
' either 
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either of the other branches of the Liegiflature, mi^t (Ub» 

}e£l that Houfe to the imputation of having aAed uncon** 

ftitutionaUy,. The third great point in the fpeech waato 

be found at the conclufion^ where it was recommended to 

the Houfe^ to take efpecial care to guard' and preferve 

the conftitutional balance of King, Lords, and Commons* 

This part of the fpeech, Mr. Burke obferved| was likewife 

commemorative^ and feemed to convey an idea, that the 

hft Parliament had not preferved the conftitutional ba* 

lance alluded to ^ it became, therefore, highly neceflary^ 

that the charge (hould be examined, in order, if there was 

guilt in the laft Parliament, that the degree of it ihould 

be afcertained. Upon, thefe confiderations it was, that he 

meant to bringforward fome propbfition on the fubjeft, 

and he had taken that opportunity of making the few ob^ 

fervations he had offered to the Houfe, from a principle 

of candour and fairnefs ; with the double view of apprifing 

gentlemen fully of his, intention, and of affording them 

time to revolve the fubje£i in their minds previous to his 

bringing it under difcuffion, Mr. Burke concluded with 1 

giving notice, that he (hould make a propofition upon the 

King^s fpeech and addrefs next Wedncfday (to^-morrow) 

fe'nnight, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, it was certainly extremely fair Mr. ^htn- 
in the honourable gentleman, to give notice of his intention "^•^ •**'*» 
to make fome propofitioA upon the fpeech and the addrefs 
next week, but perhaps as the honourable gentleman had de- 
clared, he. did it with z view to enable the Houfe to make 
themfelves equal to the taflc of difcuiling the fubjed pro- 
perlyy when it (hould be brought before them ; his purpofe 
would have been better anfwered, had he figniiied what 
fort of a propofition he h^d in contemplation. Mr. Pitt 
declared, he had liftened to the ht)nourable gentleman, 
with alt pofiible attention, and he war^wholly at a lofs to 
know to what his notice pointed* All that he had been 
able to colIe£k was, that His Majeft/s fpeech at the open- 
ing of the feflion, and the addrefs of the Houfe ih anfwer 
to it, turned on three important circumftances ; namely, 
the diiTolution of the late Parliament— ^he fituation of the 
Eaft-India Company's affairs— and the nece(fity for ftriftly 
and religioufly prefcrving that balance which the Conftitu- , 
tion defigned (hould be preferved, with regard to the three 
diftinft branches of the Legiflature. Perhaps it might 
be the opinion of moft gentlemen^ as he owtied it was his 
H Z opiniouji 
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opinion, that the proper time for makitigany rcmarkis on 
the Kin^^s fpeech was paft, becaufe the iitteft moment for 
ftich remarks being offered, appeared to him to haVe been 
thatmotnent^ lyhen an addrefs M^as moved upon the {peech; 
«nd was under the drfcuflion of. the Houfe : at any rate, he 
ihought t1ie honourable gentleman ought to carry his can<k 
dour and his fairnefs at lead one ftep farther^ and to let 

y the Houfe know what it was he really intended to propofe, 
'aiU on which he bad declared himfeif anxious that gentle- 
men fhould make up thcirminds. 
|fr. Burke. Mr ^ Burke , in reply, complained of what Mr. Pitt had 
^ faid as a fneer at his infigniiicance. He remarked, that 
whenever men were more than ordinary Candid, they were 

' lure to fubjeft themfelvcs to inconvenience. This wad his 
cafe at prefent. He begged leave therefore,, to obfcrvc, 
that however the right honourable gentleman might enjoy 
the advantage of the ^opportunity for a perfohal reprehen- 
fion, which he had afforded him, that- theimportance of 
the confiderations he meant to bring forward, would fuf- 
ficicntly applogife for the want of importance in the indi- 
vidual' who prefumed to introduce them to the notice of 
the Houfe. Whdn they were under difciif&on', the right 
honourable gentleman might be affured, that the mover of 
them would wholly difappear, and be loft in their fupe- 
rior confideratiori. With regard* to explaining his mean- 
ing more fully, fo far from its appearing to him to be ne- 
ccffary, he ,was perfuaded that he had been induced, 
, , from a principle of candour, to go fa/ther into the fubf 
-jed, and to open it much more than he need to have 
done, or tl^an ufually was done on fimilar occafions. 
What he had faid already was, Jie was perfuaded^ fuf- 
ficient to give the Houfe every neceffary intimation of his 
defign. - 

'Ihe Houfe then was moved to refoivc itfelf into a Conv. . 
mittee of fupply, when Mr. Chancellor Pitt movedj *^ That 

, •* Mr, Gilbert take the Chair." 

. •This occafioned, a fhort debate, as the oppoCtion fide of 
the Houfe contended for Mr. Ord, the old Chairman ; but 
the ChancelIor*s motion was carried; ai\d Mr. Gilbert took 
the chair in the-Committee, 
Mr. Brett* Mr. Brett moved, that 26,000 feamen, including 4400 
marines, be ths. number employed for the fervice of the 
current year. - » ' 

Admiral. 
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Admiral Sir Tbmas Frmkkmd rofe^ not to objc£l t» the 
number of feamen. - He faid, mOiovf depended not abfoluie- 
If on numbers and mere courage ; .condu£l and difcipline 
cnly wouW chfure conqiieft: the courage of the failor wat 
heightened by th:^ knowledge bis Captain had of his profefr 
(ion, nrho ought to keep up fo ftri£t a difcipline as to leave 
bis officers s^nd crew no room to harbour any ot^er thoughts 
but fubmiflion and obedience. He complained loudly, that 
all fubordinatiou and difcipline were loft in the navy : and , 
{aid, this being the <ime of profound peace, if an effe£hial 
reformi proper and falutary regulations and inftruAions re- 
lating tO' His Majefty's fervice at fea, were not immediate- 
ly adopted and eftabli(hed| we were a ruined, undone na- 
tion. And he much lamented the confuming ft ate ef th^- 
iiayy) declared the evil arofe from the unwarrantable ap- 
pointment of children to commands : bovs who had no ca- 
pacity to execute, or judgement to diftmguifh; who had 
feen no fervice fo as to acquire experience, yet were fet 
over officers of known abilities j over men whd could do « 

honour to the fervice, but were difgufted with it, fincc 
merit was no longer the road to advancement. Under fucB 
difcouragements, it was no wonder that they were fick of 
an unconne£led, disjointed fervice ; of obeying command- 
ers of oppofite principles and political fentiments, and in- 
dignant at receiving orders from ybung lad^ of the age of 
their oyn children, who underftpod not the orders which 
they gave thcni to execute^^ . This- grievance muft breed 
contempt, and deftroy all fubordinatioh and difcipline, not 
only to the injury, but to the annihilation of the fer\*ice. • ^ 
.Decay of difcipline, was at all times the lofs of failors by 
dcfertion, and the caufe of ihame to the oiEcers. Sir Tho- 
mas ftated m^ny ciafes in point ; one Captain having two 
children appointed his Lieutenants, refufcd to keep them, 
butfaid, if it was.infifted upon that he ihould, they muft 
fend another Captain to his (hip, for he would not com- 
mand her. ^ Another Captain refufed receiving two other 
hoy Lieutenants, and for fo doing, was bi-ought taa Court 
Martial, but was acquitted with honour. Another Cap- - 
tain had one appointed to his fhip, the child was not per- 
mitted to do any duty all the paffage home from Jamaica, 
but his Captain told him to go into the gun-room among 
his boys, and improve himfelf in navigation. In feveral 
mips the old officers would not be relieved by children, 
• their brother officers, as they could not truft them with 

tlic 
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the 4C!harge of the i?ratch.— A Lieutenant was appointed 
to a ihip» who had only been one yesir at fea. And to 
foch a ftate was our navy now reduced^ that young officers 
frequently had fent their Captaini to Coventry, which furely 
was quarrelling with their fuperior officer, which by the ar- 
ticles of war was punifhable with death. How was our navy 
degenerated ! for Captains to beaf fuch infults, and fuller 
themfelves to be treated hot even with common civility and 
fefpeil by their inferior officers ;- even the fwabbers aflk£ied 
the fame manners, and would exhibit figns of contempt 
while the Captain walked the deck ;« for difrefpedl fpreaded 
like wildfire. Sir Thomas expatiated on the ill confequence 
of fuch appointments, and obferved, it was contrary to all 
V the eflabliihed rule^, articles, and orders of the fervice ; it ^ 
being ordered, which he-begged to read, " That oO perfcxi 
•* fliall be preferred to a Lieutenancy but fuch as have 
^ ** ferved fix years at fea, and have beaa rated two of the fix 
** years as Midfliipman or Mate, in fome of His M:ijefty^» 
** mips. They muft produce good certificates from^tne 
•* commanders they have ferved with, and be in all refpe£i« 
** qualified for a Lieutenant, and rvot under' twenty years of 
•* age : they may then be preferred, and not othcrwife.'* — - 
After reading this fecond article of the Navy Inftru6lions, 
** in ^ard to the appointment of officers in foreign parts,** 
lie wondered how any officer could be oiade fo young, and of 
fuch ihort ftanding in the fervice , but moftly, how three prin- 
t cipal Captains or commander^ could certify to their paffing 
regular examinations, when they muft be fennble that age, fer- 
vice,and qualifications were all three deficient. By their figning 
fuch certificates of examination, the nation was put to great 
cxpence, as moft of the mafts and yards fprung and carried 
. away, lives loft and drowned, fails fplit and blown away 
frorii the yards, fhips^ crippled, perhaps loft ! were caufedby 
the ignorance of thefe ofl&cers. He could prove inftances of 
I Captains of the forecaftle apd Boatfwains* Mates going to the 

Mafter (an officer formerly, as well as his mates, of confe** 
quence to the fervice, but now ajmoft loft to It) to beg he 
would get up and com^ upon the deck, for it looked very 
black and ftbrmy to windward, and nb orders from their 
macaroni officers were given either to reef or take in 
their top^-fails, and prepare the fhip for a gale of wind. 
Even Quarter-mafters had run into their Captain's cabins on 
fimilar errands. Could gentlemen be furprifed that the old 
feamen complained of not being able to fleep in their ham- 
mocks, and deferted the very firft opportiinity they, had;. 

"^ and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A. 1784. DEBATES. j) 

and that the old veteran Lieutenants avoided the fervtce,- be^ 
ing diflatisfied and difgufled with the fame ? Sir Thomal 
hoped thisfe young Captains were never permitted to fit on 
Court Martials, as the Judge Advocate ought not tp admi« 
iiifier a corporal oadi to a Captain not being of a lawful sugCm 
He concluded with faying many of our guardfhips were now 
not half manned^ nor ever would be with volunteers, if the 
fervice was not put on a more refpe£table footing, and thp 
pay of the able feamen increafed to 30s. a month, and fome * 
fcheme planned for providing for their wives and families: 
For defertion was now as great as it was even in the laft un- 
happy, dilgraceful, 9ni expenfive war ; when people were 
pr^d into the fervice to fight againft their friends and rela- 
tioas, the North Americans ; a war as unnatural, as ruinous 
in the event, to this country. That fometjbing ihould be 
thought of, and foon ; peace was the time for putting th« 
navy on the footing it was formerly. If it was not, he fhould 
move the Houfe to appoint a Committee, as there were now 
fea officers to form one ; men of abilities every way cortpe* 
tent to the fubjedl ; who, by fummoning to their affifladce 
fome Admirals and Captains, might frame, and then recom-* 
mend a well-regulated and complete fyflem of inflru&ions 
and laws to the then Lords Commiffioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland ; 
in order to be laid before His Majefty in Council, that officers 
might know how and what to obey. 

Sir John Jervis complained of the flate of thofe King's sir Joha 
Ihips, frigates, floops, and cutters fent againft fmuggling Jer^<« 
veflels, and faid, fome regulations were aSually neceflary in 
that fervice. At prefeiit he believed the officers of moft of 
His Majeft v's fhips and veflels employed againft the fmugglers, » 

were in a uate of war with all the officers of the revenue and 
of the cuftoms. While this bad underftanding prevailed, it 
was impoffible to expe^l any efie£lual check could be given 
to fmuggling. He ftated the difficulties that arofe from it, 
which, added to the difficulties otherwife incidental to the 
fervice, rendered the whole application of military and mari* 
time force inadequate to the purpofe for which it. was deftined* 
Sir John faid,' he hoped that fome immediate regulations 
would be cftablifhed, and among others, that His Majefty's 
naval officers employed againft fmugglers, would be allowed 
a larger fhare of the feizures in future, fo that the improve- 
ment of their reward might operate as an inducement to them 
to be more alert and zealous in the fervice. 

^ I-orl 
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limiftfQi. . hoti -Mulgtave faid, he could notlielp differing fomewhat 
MP^* from the honourable gentleman in the red ribband. The fyf- 
tfsm of employing His Majeftv's (hips and veflels ag^inft 
fmuggling was a fallacious fyflem. He knew the popular 
idea w.as^ that bj employing His Majefty's frigate*, fioops^. 
and cutters on this fervice during a p^ace, a nur^ry was pro- 
vided for our feameni and th^ revenue confiderably aflifted. 
It was alfo imagined that the fervice was carried bn at no ex- 
pence ; for that the feizures paid, and more than paid, all the 
coftof it. Nothing, his Lordfliip declared, could be more 
" 4elu{ive and untrue than the whole of this opinion. The 
i . U& was, and experience during the continuance of the lafl 
peace proved it, that not one year in ten did the feizures 
* producQ^ one half of the amount of the expetnce ; and as to 
the fervice being a nurfery foir our fearocn and officers, it 
ruined both. The honourable gentleman who fpoke 1^» be 
doubted not, would, like himielf, much rather receive an 
ofEcer ,from any fervice than the . fmuggling fervice. He 
i^arcely ever knew one who had been employed upon it, that 
was worth having upon any other* His Lordftiip faid, he 
trufted that the roean^ in contemplation to check fmuggling 
would, when brought- forward, prove to be extremely diffe- 
renty and, Hke all his right honourable frienas meafures, 
would turnout to be manly^ vigorous, and effediive. 
SirTfcdt. ^ SiT .Thomas Fraukhnd faid, he had before foqgot to flate 
icukUnd. another circumflance^ which called for reformation, and that 
. . was, the incompetent manning of the guard*(hips. One 
ihip was Aated.upoa the books to have jooo men for her 
complement, whereas in fa<Sl fhe had not 450 on board. 

The tefolutioa pafled ; and» aftei^wards the cuftomary fe- 
cond refolution for the men's pay of 4U per man per month. 
The American Trade bill was committed, and the Solicitor 
General took the chair. ' 

fr. Demp. ^ Mr. Z>m^tfr delired to know whether the bill differed ma- 
*»* * terially from the former bills on the fape fubjeft ; and ex- 
preiled an apprehenCon that repeated delays of a proper ifyf- 
tem of trade might be attended with great and permanent in-, 
^ ' coivveniences to commerce. He alfo intimated an opinion of 

, the expediency of giving >accefs to the Americans, jn finall 
veflils of a limited nze, to the Weft Indies. 
Mf Chin- Mr. Chancellor P//f faid, he was glad to be called upon to 
ccUorPitf. fljj^g the nature of the prefent biH, which would purfue ver- 
batim the former bills on the fame fubje£t, and to which it 
was propofed to give theduration of a month only. As to 
the fyftem of trade to be adopted, he hoped foon to bring 

that 
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that confideration before the Houfe, and Oiould be very gla^ 
. if proper meafures could bt decided before the expiration of 
tlje a<i now propofed. AsJ however, that q€l wAs neceflary 
for the regulation of very diflant places, gentlemen yvould * ■ 
fee the proj>riety of renewing itf whilft the farther confide* ^ 

ration was going forward. 

Mr. ^jen oblerved, ^liat the proceeding of the day, and Mr. EJeo* 
the expreffions of the right honourable gentleman refpedking 
it, called for fome farther explanation. Surely, when the 
prefent bill ifzs propofed on the fecond day of the feffion^ 
the right honourable gentleman had fignified to* the Houfi^ 
his intention to lay before the Houfe immediately the Report 
of the Committee of the Privy Council, who were faid (and 
he believed with juftice) to have beflowed a very laudable and 
e£5cient attention on the feveral great queftions involved in 
thcNorth^American trade, and in the degree of intercourfe^ 
to be opened to the Weftlndies, Mr. Eden hopedj that 
from the filence now obferved on that fubje(Sl, he was not 10 
infer that the proffered information was to be kept from th^ 
Houfe, and yet that the Houfe was to be called upon for an 
opinion refpecling the great points to which that information 
related. 

Mr. Dundas faid, he earneftly hoped that the right ho-Mr/Durf^ . 
nourable gentleman would not perfift in prefling his right ho- <^«*'s 
nouraWe friend for the Report of the Privy Council : that 
Report had only jseen compleated that day, and contaii^ed 
many matters ot opinion, and other particulars, improper to 
be made public, Undoubtedly the Houfe ought to have fuf- 
£cient and fatisfaiJlory information ; but in giving it, due re- . 

gard muft be had to caution and found difcretipn. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt (aid, it was certainly true that he had Mr. cUiim 
intimated an intention to accompany the prefent bill with a^*^^^°' ^**''* 
copy of die proceedings upon die fubje<Sk before the Cora*' 
mittee of Council : he had not yet had time to perufe the 
final ftatement of the Report ; if it was blended with any 
particulars improper to i^ made public, his prpmife could not 
heconftrued to imply a difclofurc; but he fliould think it 
certainly right to give all fatisfadlopy information to th^ 
Houfe. 

Mr. Eden replied, that he never meant to confider the Mr. E<l«*. 
Chancellor of tlie Exchequer as^ having committed and 
pledged himfelf to give information on tjie fubje€l in any 
peculiar form, or to any certain extent i perhaps the Com>^ 
mittee of the Privy Council might have obviated all diffi-r 
colty, by .colle£tioe th« mere materials of information, and 

Vol. XV, I . , their 
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tfi^ir ftatement of evidence, in one' Report, and by refer ving 
their own opinions and advice for a leparate Report* But 
.certainly the Houfe would not be requiVed either to fee with 
the eyes, or to hear' with the ears, or to judge through the 
intelledts, of the Committee. It was a great and important 
queflion ; the Minifters properly felt it their duty ta propofe 
X a meafure upon that queftion, and they would furely feel it 
a point both of duty and of candour to give the information 

^ ^ /by which they were led to form a judgement ; and It was a 
matter of indifierence to him, and he fappofed to others, 
whether they gave an extra6l or a detail, provided that the 
; extra(5t was iufficiently faithful and full. He admitted, how- 
ever, t;hat it would be right, is he forefaw that tTie invefti- 
j^ation would require time, to extend the prefent bill to tho 
firft of Auguft. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pift faid, that he thanked the right ho- 

cciior Pitt, nourable gentleman for his candid conftruftion, and certainly 
meant to give all fatisfa£tory information. He added, that 
he had no obje6lion to extending the bill to the day propoied. 
The blank was filled up' accordingly with the ** firft of Au» 
** guft, 1784,'* and the Solicitor General quitted the chair. 

Mr. Ffix. Mr. Fox prefented a petition from certafn eledlors of the 
city of Weftmhifter, complaining that no return was made, 
an4 that they were liable to be taxed, though unreprefented 
in rarliament ; the petitionei's therefore prayed the Houfe to 
take the fadls alledged into their immediate confideration. 
Mr, Fox moved, as foon as it was read, " That the petitipn 
" do lie on the table." 

Mr. Dim- Mr. Dundas urged the impropriety of any fuch motiofl^ 

^^* as it would put the Houfe into this abfurd predicament : — « 

when they had heard and decided updn Mr. Fox's petition,, 
the hearing of which was in progrefs, they would'have the 
fame caufe to try over again, as the petition juft read was for 
the moft part precifely the fame with that of Mr. Fox ; Mn 
Dundas therefore moved, by way of amendment, to leave 
out the words ** do lie oa the table," and infert, " be taken 
•* into cbnfi deration with that of the right honourable 
** Charles-James Fox." 

Mr. RoHc* Mr. Rolle rofe to fecond this amendment, jdeclaring that the 
bufinefsof that Houfe ought not to be retarded; that how- 
ever Mr. Fox and the Weftminfter eleftors might wifli to 
lead the Houfe, and take up their time, he had an eftate and 
property whidi he was defirbus of looking after, and having, 
na views to hereafter, and no objedl within thofe wails but 
ferving hi$ country, he wifhed to go on with the public bu- 

•. . , .. fmefs 
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finefs without delay. The right honourable gentleman might 
think he could ft^U lead that noufe ; but he trufled he ^ould 
find himfelf miftaken*; and if he thought he could lead the 
People, let him only , go into the country and hear their fen- 
timents, and he would be convinced of his error. 

Mr. Fox replied, and faid, Mr. Rolle might boaft as much Mr. T<m. 
2S he pleafed of his eflate and his property, blit he trailed the 
caufe of the ele6tors of Weftminfter was of more confe- 
quence than the* private i^ntcreft and private concerns of any 
individual. It was a caufe by which the ,very vitals of liberty 
would be affe6ied. . It was not the caufe of this or that man, 
but the caufe of the country. It referred to no lefs a queflion 
than the relation that reprefentatioii had to taxation. Let 
the Houfe remember that queftion had already fhaken this 
empire to its foundation, and let them bev/are how they 
ftirred it again raihly and ill-advifedly. The eleftors of 
Weftmiafter were undoubtedly not reprefented ; they had a 
righ^j^en to complain, and efpecially when they were about 
to1)e taxed, and to have their money taken out of their poc- 
kets. He trailed they had yet friends' enow in that Houfe 
to ftand up in their defence^ and however the honourable 
gentleman might defpi'fe the eledlors of Weftminfter, that 
the Houfe would opt defpife a body who paid fo large a fharc 
of the public taxes. Mr. Fox faia, the Houfe might difpofe 
of the petition as they pleafed, he had done his duty in pre* , 
fenting it, and would not divide the Houfe upon it. 

A good deal of debate enfued, till Mr. fVelbore Ellis re- Mn Wei. ; 
commended, as the petitioners might wifli to be heard by bbre Em«, 
counfel, that the farther hearing of Mr. Fox's petition might 
be adjourned till next day, to give the petitioners time to pre- 
pare themfelves, that the hearing of the two petitions might 
go on pari paffu* 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt accepted the propofal ; but pointed out Mr. Chao- 
the indulgence ihewn by the Houfe on the occafion, by thus «l^o' *'"^- » 
fufiering Mr. Fox to be heard twice as an accufer againft the 
High Bailiff. 

At length it was moved and carried, ^* That the petition of 
« the ele(9:ors of Weftminfter be heard with Mr. .Fox's peti- 
*' tion." It was then moved and carried, ** That the farther 
<* hearing of Mr, Fox's petition b^ adjourned to^ednfefdaj.'* 

Jum I. ^ 

Mr. Morton, from the EaftJndia Houfe, prefented a pa- 
per, entitled, «^ Report of the Court of Dir^dtors 6f the 

la <^Eaft. 
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> ^* Eaft-lndia Company, containing fuch farther informatlpn 

" as has heen received fincetnaking uptheir Report, prefent- 
" ed to the Houfeon the 1 6th of February laft." 

Mr! Chm- Mr. Chancellor Pitt ohferved to the Hopfe, that the Re- 

fcHor Pitt, port prefenied in the laft fefiion had^' tn his opinion, been 
properly referred to the cohfider^fion of a Seledt Committee, 
J^ut that the period put Co the feffion had prevented any 9-^- 
port being made to the'Houfe. It- wou)d now therefore,' *hc 
prefumed^ be \he fenfe of the Houfe, that both Reports 
flioukl be referred to a Seledl Committee^ and he made a mo- 
tion accordingly. ' •• . 

^r. Edp.' Mr. Eden foid, that he fecondcd the motion, but rauft be 
permitted, from the circumftances in >vhich he found himlelf 
ppqn the fubjo^, to make a few remarks refpefling it : he 
.wras glad, therefore^ that the Houfe was not ill attended, 
^ though rnuch thinner than it 'had hitherto been, |)robably be- 
caufe the bufinefs of the day was underttood to relate 6nly 
to the commerce and pofleffions of the 'Eaft Indies, and not 
to the Weitmi'nfter ele<ftion. ' He would begin by acknow-* 
ledging the right ho^oAirable gentleman's candour in having 
made to him a previous communication of the prefent quef-% - 

^ tion, and having expreflef a wifti to fee his name in the ne^t 

Comrpittee. He would own, that oh the firft intimation he 
had meant to decline that honour^ and would ftate his reafon. •_ 
The inquiry had been purfued to a confiderable length by the 
late Committee, who had collefted ample' materials fop-th« 
information of Parliament, btk had poftponed their Report 
folely from a fenfe of delicacy towards the Diredtors, whom 
it was wi/hed to examine upon feveral feeming contradictions 
between their ftatements and the accounts of their own ac- "^ 
. f ountants: In this ftage of the bufinefs, though by the fate 
pf political war the Committee had loft the refpedlable a0if^ 
' tanfe of Sir Grey Cooper, Sir G. Elliot, and. Sir A. Fergu* 
fon, whofe abfence from the prpfent feffion he fincerely re^ 
fretted, it appeared to him fomewhat hard to be called upon 
to refurae^ the inveftigation ^(? wox/o, and under fymptoms, in 
#the opinions of tnany, though certainly not in his opinion,, 
(hat more was meant by the new additions to the Committee . 
than a mere completion of a prefcribed" number, or a- rein- 
fbrcement of impartial abjlities. l^otwithftanding this, an3 • 
lipon due confideration, he inclined to think that his firft im- 
preffion of the, fobjedl: was wrong, and that, inftead of feeling 
phagrined at the propofal ofoiew names, he ought to be 
pleafedw:ith it. He would not introduce the remark with Jtb[ji - 
grcjinary afiedlatioh of fcldom reading n^wfpapers, but would 
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fairly fay, that he h^d repeatedly feen himfclf accu(cd io*the 
public prints, of an eagerhers*to depreciate the credit of the 
Eaft-India Company. Being confcious that, through life^ 
he had negledied no opportunity of promoting the juft in* 
terefis of trade and commerce, he was not touched by a ca«* 
lumny of this kind, which, like the various calumnies o£^ 
the tiaies, wou|d in due feafon recoil on thofe who'uied it. 
Such a calumny, inftead of creating id him the hoftile dif^ 
pofition which was faifely attributed to him, tended only to 
give hina a jeaioufy of himfelf, which he had not before 
vfelt, and to add to the caution which he had always thought 
right in the preient inquiry. With thefe fentiments be ) 

was become defirous to fee the Committee fupplied with 
gentlemen particularly attached to the prefent Minifters^ 
and (if there were any fuch) of a defcription fanguincly dif- , 
pofed to exalt the reiburces agd credit of the. Company—* 
He even hoped that his learned friend (Mr. Dundas) who i 
hi next to the right honourable gentleman, would lend hit 
prefenice to the Committee; he would intreat him to take 
the chair, which he himfelf had hitherto unworthily filled : 
he would intreat him farth^, upon due examination, xo 
take the charge of penning the Report, and would gladly 
bear his humble teftimony to the learned gcntlcnaan's impar- 
tiality and f airnefs in condu&ing the inquiry. Mr. Lden 
next ftated, that he conceived it to be unneccffary. to give 
the Houfc the trouble of balloting, on which itcarly a day 
would be' wafted to no purpofe, As there was no wiin 
among thofe with whom he afted, to offer any lift differing 
from that which might be acceptable to the other fide of 
the Houfc He defired, in concluding, to ftate a circum- 
ftance of much importarfce, which he thought was mis-<ftitcd 
in the petition of the Company— That petition afferted, " - 
that the acceptanoe of a great numbcr^of bills was poftponed, 
" becatffe the billr were drawn contrary to law:" the faft - 
was not true; a great proportion of thole individual bills 
had been drawn purfuant to an authority obtained by the 
Direftprs from tlie Trtafury, 'in Augaft, 17S1, under tlie 
powers of the aft of Parliament, to the amooitt of 500,oooL 
and trarifraiadl by the dii^ftors^'to Calcutta. He thought 
it fair to give early notice of this circumftance, that thofe , 
might be apprifed of u, wfcofeduty it was to aft upon it; 
in his own private opiii ion, it made I itUe difference, as he 
thought, that the credit of the Company eflcntially required 
^ine adequate provii&on being made for all the unaccepted 
' . ' ^ ' bills: 
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bills; and the poftponcment ought never to be attempted, 
. without the full confent of the bill holders. 

Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that he would willingly 

cttilor Pitt, adopt the mo<j[e of nomination propofed, as it tended to 
favc time, which certainly was ^ confideration of much 
importance to Parliament and the Public ; and that* he' 
woiild propofe four gentlemen, in the room of the three 
worthy Baronets, and of Mr. R. Smith who had declined 
fcrving. He hoped, that fuch friends as he (hould namt, 
w^re, in one fenfe, difpofed to exalt the Company ; not^ 
, however, by partial reprefentations, bjut by promoting its 

commercial advantages and good government. 

Ut.'Bdnn^t . Mr. Baring fuggefted, that in the mean time it might be. 
right to fake fome ftep towards giving a dividend to the 
Proprietors^ as the day was to come in little more than 
four weeks. 

Ifr.Eden. Mr. Eden fubmitted that this would be imprpper and- 
premature whild an enquiry was depending, .the refult of 
^ wbich might, ih a fortnight, be laid before the Houfe. 
To this Mr. Chancellor Pitt afiented ; and then moved 
mil the names feparately, after the Speaker' had fhewn a 
precedent for that mode of proceeding *. 

June 2. 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of 

the whole Houfe (Mr. Gilbert in the chair) the Com-* 

' znittee proceeded to take into their confideration the feve« 

ral Reports made by the Committde of the laft Houfe of 

^ Commons, on the fubje£l: of the illicit pra£lices carried oq 

to the detriment of the revenue, 

* Thp Atsies of the Committee were, 



Right hon. William Eden 
George Dempfter, Efq. 
Henry Beaufoy, Efq. 
Henry Strachey, Efq. 
William Huifey, Efq, 
Henry Banks, Efq. 
Right hon. Lord 3e.au« 
champ. 



Sir George Shuckburgh 
Philip Yorke, Efq. 
Henry Thornton, Efq, 
Brook Watfon, Efq. 
Right hon. H. Dundas * 
Charles Brett, Efq. ♦ 
John CalU Efq. * 
John Anftruthiery Efq.^ 



Thpfe marked thni * were th« new m^mbertf 
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Mu Chancellor Pitt obferved, that after the great pains Mr. Chan- 
that had been taken by the Committee to inveftigate the ««nbr PMu 
Ji^erent modes in which fmuggling was carried on, as 
well as the extent of the lofs the revenue fuffered iacon- 
fequence ; and after the very able^ explicit^ and intelligent 
Reports the Committee had made to the Houfe, proving in 
the cleared manner, that fmuggling already prevailed ta 
fo coufiderable a degree, as to injure the public revenue ^o 
a very alarming extent, and to threaten its total ruin, if 
fome meafures were hot almoft immediately taken to chelk 
its progrefs : the Houfe would naturally lee, that it was 
his duty, as early as pofTible, to propofe fome means for 
this purpofe -^ The Committee, the Houfe muft have ob« 
ferved, had very wifely made their inveftigation as broad 
as their time and opportunities for enquiry would admit; 
and they had, with great good fenfe, fubmitted to the con- 
iideration of Parliament, a variety of ppinions, founded 
upon authentic information, -and upon fuch fuggeilions as 
appeared to them to be the meft practicable for the better 
prevention of this evil for the future. What had im- ^ 
prefTed bis mind, therefore, as the iirft ftep to be taken 
on this occafiori, was, tb fele£t out of this mafs of opinions, 
fome few, that were not fo^ much calculated for applica- 
tion to particular and minute branches of fmuggling, as 
for the general prevention of that pra£):ice« ftdany regular -^ 
tions, rcferrin)5 fpecifically to /the different fpecies of fmug- ^ 

gling would undoubtedly be ncceffary ; but circumftanced. 
as the country was at prefent, he thought it more prudent 
and more likely to anfwer the end, for Government to come 
forward immediately with fome vigorous mcaftires, and 
fucb as were likely to prove efficacious, and to leave the 
lefler channels of fmuggling to be (lopped and dammed 
up at a future opportunity ; under thefe confiderations he 
fiiould move a refolutidn, ** That it was the opinion of the 
^< Committee, that leave be given to bring in a general 
*« bill for the better prevention of fmuggling," This bill 
be meant to direO; to a few of the grand caufes of the pre- 
valence and the extent of the praCUce, aiming it at luch 
as prefented themfelves as objefts that called for immediate 
provifion and immediate remedy. The principal regula- 
tions which his bill w^s defigned to contain,, Would there- • 
fore go to thefe feveral points: Firft, to an extenfion of < 
the Hovering laws, £0 as to give them operation with ce» 
ifcdi to veffels met at a limited diftance from the coafts 
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' m the four ieas — Secondly, as* it was well known, that 
veffeJs of a certain dimenfion and burthen, were built 
for the folc purpofe of being employed in carrying oa 
fmugglirig prafticea, to prevent the building of. any fucb 

' Ycffels fo/the future, without a fpecial licence from the 
Admiralty — Thirdly^ to ena«9:, that when vcifels were 
once lawfully feized, fuch veffels (hguld oh no account be 
• returned again to the fmugglers, fmce, in confequence of 
thi3 rule not having been (triply obferved, the praftice of 
fjnSugglihg was kept alive and cheriflied, and, as it were, per- 
petuated* — Fpurthly, not to fu^er any veffels tp. g<? armed 

^ beyond a certain extent without a licence from the Admi- 
jralty-^ Fifthly, to provide fome regulations for the better 
•ordering of the clearances of veffels of every defcription, 
many ill confequences having been found to have arifea 
from their -being fuffered to fail in ballaft, &c. withqjut 
any clearance ; — And Sixthly, to enlarge the po>wers p£ 

• fcizure, by authorifing officers -of the revenue to feize 
every veffel having on board contraband commodities in 
packages of -a fmaller proportion than allowed by law; 
this, he faid, would, he conceived, have ^ confiderable 
effe^ upon thofe grand ftaples, as illegal commodities, tea 
and fpirits. Tl^efe altogether, added to many other fubor-' 
dinate regulations which gentlemen would find in the bill, . 
ai|d which would be more ,fit fubjefts of difcuffion in a 
fubfequent ftage of the bufinefs, when the bill fhould be 
properlyr before the HoUfe, would, he trufted, go a conli-k 

' derable way towards checking and preventing an evil but 
too notorioufly prevalent. Mr. Chancellor Pitt concluded 
v*ith moving, " To declare it to be the opinion of the Com*' 
•* mittee, that leave be given to bring in a bill for the 
** more effeftual prevention of fmuggling*" The refdlu. 
tion viPas agreed to, and ordered to be reported to tile 
Houfe this day. 

.Mn Fox prefented a petition from certain elediors of 
Weftminfter, defiring to be heard by their counfel in fup- 
port of the allegations of tKeir petition, delivered on Mon^ 
day laft. The petition was readj and, upon motion, the 
prayer of it ordered to be complied with. 

Lord Mahon prefented a petition from Thomas Corbet^ 
Efq. the High Bailiff, praying to be permitted to be heard 
by., his coun&l againft the faid petition of the eledlor^ t 
the prayer of the. petition was granted. 

The 
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Xhc nobk Lord then prefented a petition, pn^Jing that 
the High Bailiff might be dife£led to go on vith the rcru«« 
tiny — He moved that thi» petition be heard with the 
others. , ' ^ 

After this, the order of the day was read for hearing 
of counfel on the petition of Mr, Fox, and counfel were 
called to the bar ; they fpol^e, and -afterwards examined 
witneffes. 

jum 3. ; 

Mr. Sawhridgij who had given notice that he ihould on Mr. Sair<y 
this day move the Houfe, on the fubjeci of a reform in the W^»*» 
reprefentation of the peoplcj faid, that he underftood it 
was their wiih, that he (hould put it off for a few days, in 
order to finiib the important bufinefs before them ; in de« * 
fercnce to the general wiih of the Houfe, he would readilf 
poftpone his motion : he offered the undertaking to Mr/ 
ChanceOor Pitt ; not, he faid, from compliment, for any 
infidious purpofe, but from a convidipn, that it would be 
in better hands, and that in fuch hands it would have the 
bcft chance of fuccefs. 

Lord North feid, that he willingly confented to poftpone- u. N*ril|^ 
ing the worthy magiftrate*S motion ; not that he wifiied 
the motion to be brought on upon Monday next, for he 
would neither deny his real objedtiona. to the motion, nor 
affeft a zeal for it w^jiich he did not entertain j he would "^ 

be very glad to fee it poftponed a J Caiendas Graeas. If 
that, hbwever, could noc be done, he hoped it would b,e 
deferred till Tuefday, as it wa^ a general wifli previoufly to ♦ 

finifli the^difcuffion of the Weffminfter eledion. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, with a fmilc, that he was Mr. C>mc . 
happy ^o fupport a propofitioi;i of the noble Lord, and ***'*' ^**^. 
preffed for Tuefday in preference to Monday, for fear 
they (hould not be able to finifli the bufinefs of the Weft- 
minfter eleftion that evening, "though he hoped they fliould* 
He could not however agree with the noble Lord in wifli* 
ing ♦the motion poftponed ad Qtletylas Gracas. Let it be 
brought on whenever it might, he certainly muft wiih it • 
fuccefs, which he did moft Cncerely* With regard to the 
offer of putting the bufinefs into his hands, which the 
honourable gentleman had made in fo bandfome a manner, 
und in a manner fo very flattering to him, he returned him '- 

bis thanks, and gave him full credit for Im fincerity, in 

Vol. XV. K rcfpcft 
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\c{pcQ: to the having brought th6 fubjeft forward thus 
' early, from an idea that the circumftance would conduce 
to its fugcefs; but he muil beg leave to fufpend accepting 
the offer, having great doubt& whether this was ^hfe mo- 
ment moft proper for bringing the fubjeft before Parlia- 
ment with any hope of fucciEJfs, and ftill greater doubts, 
whether the precife motion, the honourable gentleman de- 
clared he meant to propofe, was that moft likely to ferve 
the caufe, to which he looked with finceuty and'zeal, in 
common with the honoiirable gentleman, , 

Mr. Edru, Mr. Edcn took notice of the new coalition between the 
noble Lord and the right honourable gentleman, who were 
zt length feen clofe to.each other upon the fame bench, and 
fupporting jointly the fame point. [Lord North fat by acci- 
dent on the Tre^fury Bench] It was, however, a coalition 
to which he could not accede ; he did not think the choice 
of the two days very material, but wifhing earneftty for the 
failure of the Worthy magiftrate's motion, and wiihing alfo 
to have that failure take place in *a full Ho\Lfe, he could not 
help exprefling a fear that the attendance of gentlemen 
would be thinner after the decifion of the Weftminfter 
eleftion. His own attendance was always the fame; but 
he feared that this would be the cafe. 

Mr. c'han- Mr. Chancellor Pitt earneftly deprecated fuch a fuifpicion 

cellor Pitt, of Parliament \ it feemed to imply that gentlemen attended 
from a party view, which was not the cafe on his fide of the 
Houfe: and he hopped, exclufive of party fpirit, there was 
public fpirit enough in the Houfe td prompt them to do 
their duty, and that gentlemen would equally attend on the 
great and important national queftions to be afterwards, 
brought forwards in Parliament. 

JA, North.. Lord North replijed, it was'impdfTible that there could be 
any party view blended in the Weftminfter bufiiiefs ; it in- 
volved queftions of the higheft effential importance to the 
nation, vtnd he did not know that the retainiu]^ an indivi- 
dual in his feat, or depriving him of it, tould anfwer any 
j>offible party view. 
. Mr, Burke rofe to fay a few, words ; upon which, 

Ld.Ma^pn. Lord Mahon called to order, and defired to know— what 
queftion was before the IJoufe ? 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke rofe immediately, and ridiculed the noble 
Lord's impartiality, which had induced him to liften pa- 
tiently to four or five fpeeches, without any queftion being' 
before the Houle, but would not fufier him to hear one of 

hig. 
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his. The old proverb, he obfervcd,,hcld that *^ the laft fea- 
ther always broke the horfe's back j" the noble Lord, like a 
ftately camel, in like manner, had borne heavy burdens, 
but could not now bear the yrcight of his bunch on his 
back. With regard to being out of oider, he begged leave 
to remark, fliat a difcourfe relative to the fettlement of ano-, ' 
ther day for the confideijation of bufinefs that had been apr 
pointed for the day on which the difcourfe w^s held, was 
by no means diforderlyj but, on the contrary, might favc 
much time, and prevent difcourfe hereafter, that might be 
. exceedingly diforderly, Having faid thus much, he would* 
fay a word or two on the fubje^ of parliamentary reform, 
a fubje£l which ought uixdpubtedly eithjer to be fairly met, 
and if a reform be really neceffary and prafticable, that 
reform ought to be made at once, or the queftion fet at reft 
for ever^ The keeping it a3 a political piay-thing, to be 
taken up, or laid down juft as oe^ inight anfwer the pur- 
pofes of ambition or convenience, was what could never be 
right, and what ought not by anv means to be endured. 
This ' reform of Parliament was, ne faid, a ^pretty fub|e£l 
for men out of office to handle ; but he obferved, that when 
they got into place, they did not choofe to meddle with It, 
or rather they thought it wifer to extol it to the fkies, to 
talk of its expediencyi but always to find an excufe in re- 
gard to the time, declaring that the proper opportunity w,as - 
notxome. From all this he conjcftured, that the fituation 
of a Minifter was unpropitious to a parliamentary reform, 
andth^t to ferve the Prerogative was a fitter and more cQn- 
. venient thing, under fuch circumftanc^s, than to ferve the 
People. Hence the attempts, and, he was forry to fay, the 
fuccefsful attempts^, to obtain a fervile Parliament, to pour 
upon the Throne an inundation of addreffes, all exalting the 
Prerogative, and by the vileft and m'oft miferable arts con- 
triving to delude and deceive the People. 

Mr, tVilbtrforce called Mr. Burke to order, and faid, ho Mr.Wilber-. 
was -forry to interrupt the honourable gentleman, but he ^^'*^®' 
could not fit ftill and fee fo ill an ufe made of the Houfe'* 
indulgence*, wijhout taking notice of it. There was no oueC- 
tion before the Houfe ; and the honourable gentleman muft . 
know, if he went on in that manner, replies, and thofc 
equally, ft rong, would be made from that fide of tlie, Houfe, 
in which cafe, in all probability, the Speaker would inter- 
|)ofe, and put a ftop to fodiforderly a debate ; he thought it 
^therefore much wifer, that it ftiould^be ftopped, where it 
if^8, and before it proceeded into greater diforder. 

K ^ the 
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^ The Speaker faid a few words ; ai\d Mr. Burle contented 
"* himfelf with obferving, that ^or^ aught the Houfe knew, he 
. intended to move a queftion before he fat down. 
'MtMuffty^ Mr. HuJJey faid, he had never before opened his lips in 
that Houie on the fubje<ft ^i pariiamcntanr reform. H« 
profeflcd hipifelf a fincere well-wiflier to luch a reform as 
fhouldgive the People a mord complete reprefentation within 
thofe walls ; but then be was not for precipitating any mo- 
tion upon the fubjefl:, merely with a view to embarrafs the 
Mmifter, and to throw him into a dilemma. He would hot 
only defer it for a week or fo, but for the whole fef- • 
fion. At the fame time, he wifhed not to have it pollponed 
ad Calendas Gracas; he wanted to know the opinion of the 
^ People upon it 5 he had not, as he remembered^ heard any 
thing fron\ them refpefting a reform lately. , When -they 
; afked forit, it would be fufficiently early to fct about ; and 
. \<rhenever a reform was attempted, he fhould be of opinion 
that it ought to be made in a manner moft agreeable to th« 
w?^*;'c« of the People. 
Mr. S|w- ' ^j.^ Sxvu/briJge faid, he had no wifh either to embarrafs 
'^^^^ the ivji lifter, or to precipitate the fubjeftof a parliamen- 
tary reform, by bringing it forward as early as he propofed. 
His infendedmotion was not an ultimate Jneafure; it was* 
merely to iitftitute a Committee, that ah enquiry/into the 
p^refen' flatc of parliamentary reprefentation might be be- 
gun He did not mean to pu(h the matter farther the ppc- 
fen t feflion ; let it be fet on foot in earneft, and -he ihould be * 
contented under the expeftation of its being carried into 
cfFeft. He declared he was finccrely of opinion, that bring* 
* in^ a motion for the inftitution and appointment of fuch z 
Committee, forward thus early in the feffion, was fdzing" 
the opportunity napft likely to prove propitious to the caufe i 
hefiiouid, therefore, make; his motion on'Tuefdayl 

The Houfe then proceeded to the farther examination jof 
witneffes on the queftion of the Weftminfter eleftion 5 and 
a divifion took place on a motion, «* That the High Bailiff 
*< fhould be fuffered to, bring evidence to thebar^ that th^rc ' 
«* were many bad votes obtruded on the poll,** 
Ayes -«• i8c) 

Noes —"81 

. The farther hearing was adjournedt 
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.Jum 7. ' 

A confiderable time wa!| fpent in receiving and difcaffing 
Various elefkion petitions. One from Hereford, againft the 
Earl of Surrey, who was returned for three places, was, upon 
that account, ordered to be heard next after the double 
returns. * ' ^ 

The Houfe proceeded again to the Weftnunfter bufinefs* 
After witnefles were examined, the High Bailiff m^de his 
defence, and Mr. Fox's counfel replied % and the Houfe 
having thus concluded the evidetice and bearing of counfel^ 
adjourned the farther coniideration of the f ubjea to the not 
daj. 

June 8, 

As foon as the order of the day was read for the fiuther con^* 
fideraCioh of the Weilminfier elieflion, 

Mr. fFeliore Ellis rofe : he bbferved that the counfel on all Mt. wd- 
iides having clofed their evideiice and their arguments, it re- ko»E««i 
mained now for t^e Houfe to apply that evidence, and thoie 
arguments, and finally to determine what farther fteps it 
might be neceflary to take, in order to bring the bufmefs of 
the Weflminfter ele£lion to a conclufion. The queftion be* 
fore the Houfe was a plain queflion of law ; and tnough gen- 
tlemen might endeavour to perplex it, yet it might be decided 
by any man who was converiant id the law c? Parliaments. 
He then laid down this propofition as an undeniable maxim, 
that in the exercife of the ancient prerogatives of the Crown, 
derived from or coeval with the common law, the King (when 
he exercifed them with Ibund difcretion) was abfolute ; for if 
in thofe points he wat not abfolntej the very end for which 
thefe prerogatives had been entrufied to him by the cbnfiitu- 
tion, would be defeated, to the great detriment of the People 
at large. " Now, of all the prerogatives of the Crown, tire 
higheft and nobieil was that of callmg Parliaments; the n^* 
ceffity that Parliaments ihould meet, was fo obvious, that 
the wifeframers of fhe conftttution had, veiled to the King 
the abfolute prerogative of calling them ; and ordering them 
to meet when and where it (hould appear to him m»ft condu* 
eive to the public good. But if his commands relative tp 
■eledion, and meeting of Parliament, ^re not abfolute, tWty 
might Sheriffs and other returning officers, i>y difobeying thg 
eommands of the Sovereign, fruftrate all hia defigns f^thd^ 
benefit of ibeStst^ and louUf^l^VWl teipeeiiiigef Parlia^ 

ttemti 

^ ' . ,. Digitized by Google * ■ 



7d PARLIAMENTARY A«>7S4- 

iftentSy hpwever netefiary they might be to the nation. Thi«. 

, fule tben being laid down, he faid he, would apply it to the 

cafe now under l;he confideration of the Poufe. TKe K.ing 
havjpg,' by the advice of his Council, thought proper, to cau 
a Parliament, and, having judged it expedient that it ihould 
meet on the. t8tb pf }A^y% iSjued his. writs; to the dififerent 
Sheri^s, and laid his. cQfnmands upon.them, that they cau ie 
members to be chofen to fit in the Houfe of Cotpmons ; and 
' that they fbould return their writs with the. names of the^ 
jooembersy on or befpre thp i8th of May. Now the quei^ioa^ 
was, whether th^fe conunands v^eiu pfremi^tory^ and abfo- 
lutely binding, or not. In bis ppinio^, thpy were perempr 
toj:yi. for more maiidatpry, politiv^e.and exprefs, no man 
could devlfe, than thofe which were contained in the vrit.i 
and indeed the moft dangerous confequences might enfue," if 
they were not fo; for if the returriing officers fliould once be 
' able to eftablifh this point, that they have a difcretioft whe- 
ther they will return the members <^ the day fpecified ip tl^ 
' writs, or npt, then it muft be admitted that the nijeeting of 
' Parliaments would depend, not on the Will of the King, whom 
* thie conftitution had made the Tole judge of the time when 

they ought to nieet,' but on the whim^ the caprice, the cor- 
;fpption, or tlje partiality of returning ofiicers J and then per- 
Tiaps fomfething woife might happen than the not h;iving any 
parliaments at all ; for' then ther^ might be packed Parlia- 
ments^ which being the sfeere creatures' of minifterij^ influ- 
»>enCc, 'tnight yote away th6 liberties and property of the peo- 
ple. He held himfelrthfeitforejuftifiable, in infilling that 

' the returning officers were ^ound at* common hw, as well as 

by ftatute, to tttxim the names of the members with their 
writs^ ahd he was ^fortified ,in his (!(piilion by the fileiic^ 
t>f ^the 'journals, which filenxtf' was' Wegn^nt with convic- 
tion, th^t our fdrefethen; thought tne order in the King'i 
writ 'pferd!rfr()tory', mandatory, and ^fcfotute, tp return the 
tncmBefS^pp' thd rfay fpecified .in thi; '^iiii:^ for in all the 
Journrii^there viras not one firtgfe irfftarice to be found, in 
ivhich a *Vet\jrninjg officer had ventured to return members^ 
after a gincralfl^fli.ion, on,.any day after the writ was made 
Srctdrnablc. Xhd* High Bailiff's condyj^ |hen was, in his 
t)pinion, contrary to the ancient ^nd known law of the land. 
'He'heafd one argument Qr**plca urged as a Nullification of 
this conduft, and this was the pat^'.of tbepigh BalUfF, by 
Vliich he' was bound to make a return of ,fuch candidates as 
'fiio^ld in hisJuSgediei)'t appear |;6 have i majority of. legal 
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votes : it was by this path, that the gcntknicn oh the other 
fide of the houlc had codcavoured, through the courfe of the 
examination, to juftify the difobcdicnce t)f the King's or- 
ders conveyed jn .the writ to the Sheriff of ^ttddlefex, and 
hy the SheriflF's precept to the Bailiff of Weftminfter, to re- 
turn, on or before the i8th of May, two members to fcrve 
that city. But the juftification built on this oath would not, 
-he believed,, be found fatisfadtory ; for, in the 'firft place, 
tfaofe who had recourfe to the oath as an exculpation of the 
Bailiff,, muft ^rovc that there was a difference between the 
«ath taken by a Sheriff and that, which was taken by an 
inferior returning officer ; for otherwife this abfurdity would 
arife, that the King's command to the Sheriff would be pe- 
remptory, ' for the reafons he had already given, while, ia 
contradiftion to thofe reafons, they would leave a difcrc- 
tionary^ power to the Bailiff (who by the bye derived hit 
whole authority from the Sheriff's precept) to retijrn the 
members, whenever he Ihould think proper; fo that the in- 
ferior officer would be left at liberty to aft according to hit 
own judgement, or as his caprice (hould lead him, while hit 
fuperior would be under the ncceffity of paying implicit obe- 
dience to the King's commands. This was the taik which 
thpfe gentlemen muft undertake, who fhould* attempt. to juf- 
tify, by tl\e oath, the Bailiff's difobedience to the commoa 
law, which enjoined obedience to the orders of the Sove* . 
reign, contained in his writs. When he infiftcd that the 
oath was not a juftification of the Bailiff's conduft in not 
making a return of members on or before the tSth of May 
laft, he did not mean to detraft, in the fmalleft degree^ 
from the facred obligation of an oath ; he contended only, 
that the inferior returning officers fhould. make up their mindt 
in the fame time which was allqwed to their principals; and 
as Sheriffs were bound to form their judgement^ fo as to 
make the return of menibers on or before the day appointed 
for the meeting of a new Parliament, fo he would have Bai- 
liffs and other inferior returning officers bound in the fame 
manner, and not left stt liberty to fport with the Public, by 
withholding their returns under the fpccious plea of not 
having fufficiently fatisfied their confciences with refpeft to 
the legality of the votes appearing on their, feveral ' polls. 
He begged the Houfe would recolleft, that returning officers 
were not the' only- perfons who took oaths, to pronounce a 
judgement according to their coiifcierice : all judges took 
foch oaths ; bat did it follow^ that becaufe they wer^ bound 
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hf oath to decide according to the diftates of confciedce^ 
that they were to take what time they pleafed to fatisfy their 
confcienee ? Certainly not : a ireafonable time was certainly 
neceiTat-y ; but in fome cafes^ and thofe too of the utmoft 
magnitude^ as afFeding the very lives of men^ the law did 
not leave the Judges- at liberty tp take what time they pleafed 
for fatisfying their confciences. lii the cafe of Juries, gen- 
' , tlemen knew ve/y well that whenever they left the Court to 
deliberate on a verdift in cafe of life and death, the law^ in 
order to take from them the difcretion of employing as much 
time as they pleated in forming their judgeinent, ikut them 
tip in a room^ without victuals or fire^ until they were agreed 
in their verdift ; lb "that the law ^allowed no longer time to 
Juries for making up their minds, in all cafes of life 'and 
deatfay than a man might live without food or fuel. He 
trufted the Houfe wopkl agree with him, that a returning 
officer would do much lefs mifchief in returning a candidate 
not duly eleftcd, than a Jury could do by capitally convift- 
ing a prifonct not legally found guilty : in the latter cafe the 
judgement would be final, and without appeal ; whereas in' 
the fbrmer, the error might be fet right by /a Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons ; and yet. the Bailiff called, for ten 
times {^longer term for making up his mind refpe£tinga re- 
'- * ' turn, than the law allowed a Jury for acquitting or condemn- 
ing to death their fellow creatures. Now, with refpeft to 
' the claiip put ill by the Bailiff for time to fatisfy his cbnfci- 
cnce, it appeared to him to be very ill founded ; becaufc, in 
the whole courfe of a long parliamentai'y life, he had been 
. ever taught to think, that the poll was evidence to and 
againft a returning officer, and that confequently the num- 
bers on the poll ought to be his guide in making the return : 
to overturn this long^cflablilhed rule, might be iittendcd with 
.the moft ferious and alarming confequences, which it was un- 
necelTary for him to point out, as the imagination of gentle- 
men would readily fuggeit them. From the opinion he*cn<- 
'tertain^d relative to the poll's being conclufive evidence to 
and againft the returning officers, he could not but call the 
paper given in by the High Bailiff a return, as it fairly 
ilated the numbers polled for all the candidates, and wanted 
only the formality of the indenture to be a complete return* 
It was^ therefore for thefe reafons that he intended to fubmit 
to the Houfe the following motion: ^* That, it appearing 
♦* to this Houfe, that Thomas Corbett, Efquire, Bailiff of 
^ the liberty of thp city of Weftminfter, having received 

^ V a precept 
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** a precept from the Sheriff of Middlcfex, for clefting two 
•^ citizens to ferve in Parliament for the faid city, and have- 
^^ ing taken and finally clofed the poll on the 17th day of 
** May laft, being the day next before the day of tjie re* - 
*' turn of the faid writ, he be now direfted forthwith to 
*' make return of his precept, and of members -chofcn ia 
'^ purfuance thereof.'* Before he fat down he pbferycd, 
that as far as the evidence went relative to what the Bailiff 
had been told about difqualified perfons who had voted, it 
di^J not in the-fmalleft degree juftlfy the returning officer in 
his mind; becaufe it was fo very loofe, that it did not de* 
ferye attention; and if fuch loofe evidence of hearfays 
fliould once be admitted as an excufe fbr deferring the re- 
turn^ it would be at all times in the power of the unfuccefs- 
foL candidates to prevent the return of their more fucccfsful 
adverfaries, by fuggefling to the returning officer, that great 
numbers of difqualified perfons had been admitted to poll for 
them. He concluded with making his motion. 

Mr. Anjlruther fecond^d the motion. He faid, that after Mf-Anftru- 
the learned arguments that had been urged by the counfel at ^^^^* 
the bar, it would be prefumption in him to tread over the * ' 

, fame grounds : he would therefore endeavour to touch brief- 
ly upon the other topics, from which he hoped he fhould be 
able to draw fome arguments that would prove the propriety 
of the motion made by the right honourable gentleman ; 
and firft he would examine how the common law flood re- 
fpefting the queflion of returns ; and next, whether any, ot 
what alteration had been made' in it-by flatute. He firft laid 
down this pofition, that where no ftatute interfered, the exi* 
gencies ot writs, which were founded on the common law, 
maft be comj)lied with ip the manner, and within the time 
fpccified in the writ : this was a maxim he fuppofed no maa 
in the Houfc, of any profeffion, would or could controvert. 
Now the writs always fpccified the day fixed for the meeting 
of the Parliament, and commanded the returning officers .tok, 
return the writs and the members on or before that day* 
Now, if the exigency of the writs muft be complied with, 
it would follow of courfe, that the names of the members 
muft be returned according to the exprcfs command con* . 
tained in the wrlt^; and in corroboration of this-common« 
law doftrine, he quoted the 23d of Henry VI. chap, i^, 
which faid, in the moft plain terms, ** The King, confider- 
** ing the prcmifes, hath ordained, by authority aforefaid, 
** that every Sheriff, after the delivery of any fuch writ to 
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*^ him madcj^ fliall make and deliver, Vithout fraud, a fuf- 
«* ficient precept, under his* feal, to every Mayor and Bai- 
«« lifF, &c. of the cities and boroughs within his county, 
'* reciting the faid writ ; commanding them by the faid 
«* precept, if it be a city, to chufe by citizens 01 the fame 
^* city, citizens ; and in the fame manner a;id forni, if it 
/ ** be a borough, by the burgeffes of the fame, to come to 

*< Parliament : and that the fame Mayor and Baili^fFs fhall 
«< return lawfully the precept to the fame Sheriffs, by in- 
•^ dentures between the fame Sheriffs and them to be made, 
*' of the faid eleftions, and of the names of the faid citi- 
** zenlj and burgeffes by 'them fochofen; and thereupon 
** every Sheriff fhall make a good and rightful return of 
«« eyery fuch writ, and of every return by the Mayor and 
*< Bailiffs," &c. Then followed a penalty to be infliiSled 
on every returning officer refufing to return the perfons 
clefted. Here, he faid, was plain proof that no difcre- 
' tion was l#ft with the returning officer refpefting the time 
in which the return was to be made. The words of the 
ftatute were mandatory j and every kind of return fliort of 
the me!tnbers, was an infraction of this law. But this point 
would appear infinitely m6re clear from another part of the 
fame flatute, ,which fhewed clearly that the return of tbe 
members mufl be made on or before the day fixed for the 
meeting of a new Parliament. The words were thefe — . 
" Provided always, that every knight, citizen, and bur- 
** gefs, to come into any Parliament hereafter to be holden^ 
*f in due form chofen, and not returned as afore is faid, 
*^ fhall begin his.aftion of debt aforefaid within three 
*« months after the faid Parliament commenced." Here it 
was evident the pcrfon injured by a non-return could bring 
his aftion any time within three months — after what? 
after the period when caufe of aftion accrued; when the 
offeace or injury on which fuch aftion was grounded, was 
given and completed — and when was that ? after the fame 
Parliament commenced ; that is to fay, that the injury was 
completed on the day of the meeting of the Parliament. 
It was clear that the injury muft hafve been fuflaincd before 
the meeting; it was equally clear that the injury was a non- 
return ; and it as clearly followed, that if the returning of- 
ficers wifhed to avoid the penalty of this flatute, they muft^ 
as in duty bound, make a return of the members on or be- . 
fore the meeting of the Parliament ; beyond whicji period 
^ tkc law would not allow them any power, under colour of 
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difcretion, td withhold their returns. This ftatutc wa^ 
farther corroborated by the loth and nth of William III. 
which had b^cn fo often quoted at the bar and in' the houfe. 
Here then was his do£lrine founded in common law, and 
confirmed by ftatutes. It was now necefTary to inquire 
whether any alteration of the one or the other had been 
made by fubfequent acts of Parliament. It had been urged, ' 
that, by a fubfequent ftatute, an oath had been impofcd upon 
returning officers, by which they were bound to determine 
according to their judgement. But he would aflc whether 
the fame oath was not impofed upon StieriiFs ; and whether 
any lawyer would -venture to fay that it was lefs binding 
upon them thap upon Mayors or Bailiffs ? It was not urged 
by any one that a Sheriff could, -without' committing a 
breach of his duty and of the law, refufe to return his 
writ on or before the day fpecified in it : the la\?' was the 
fame for the latter as for the former ; and confequently the 
inferior officers were bound to return their precepts in due 
time for the Sheriflfs to annex them to their Nvrits ; fo that 
the whole fhould be completely returned before the meet- 
ing of Parliament: But he would afk gentlemen when 
this oath was introduced ? It w^s well known, that from 
the reign of Hetiry VI. down to the year 1698, when the 
loth and nth of William III. pafled^ and from that pe- 
rit)d, down to the year 1730, this oath was never included 
in any a£t pf Parliament : in 1730, indeed, it was intro- 
dttced^ for the firft time, in a bill brought in for a particu- 
lar purpofe, and merely as an additional obligation on re- 
tarning officers to a£); With impartiality. But would any 
hwyer, or would any man attempt to fay, that the com- 
mon law of the land, and the moft pofitiv^ ftatutes, werci 
to be fwept away and overturned by a fide wind — by a par- 
ticular claufe inferted in a private afl: of Parliament ? — 
Surely no man would venture to fay, that laws as old as the 
Conftitution, and founded on the mbft eifential principles 
of that Conftitution, could be done away by any thing 
fliort of a plain and pofitive law 5 or that an obfcure claufe . 
in an obfcure, becaufe private, a£l of Parliament, could 
poffibly be conftrued ta operate a repeal of laws founded 
on principles, without which the Conftitution of this coun- 
try might be annihilated. But it was faid, that though the ^ 
poll could not poffibly he continued after the day fpecified 
m the writ, yet a fcrutiny might. That the poll could not» 
be continued after that day, was fully admitted by the High 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

BailiflF himfelf, who, as it appeared in evidence, had clofcd 
the poll of his own authority, and not becaufe there were 
wanting eleftors to keep it open, under the idea that he 
I could not receive any votes^ after the day fix^ed for the return 
of tjie precept. The Bailiff having admitted this, it re-' 
mained for him' (Mr. Anftruther) to prove, the fcrutiny 
could not be carried on any more than the poll after the re- 
turn day.; and here he ifound no difficulty, for it was uni- 
verfally admitted that a fciutiny was in fafl: a continuation 
of the poll ; for a poll ought ti^be a fcrutiny, and a fcru- 
, tiny a poll ; and therefore as they meant one and the fame 
thing, thofe who admitted that a poll could not be ' conti- 
nued after this day of the return, muft alfo admit that the 
fcrutiny could riot be carried on after that day. But not 
to build his argument merely on the admiffion of the pre- 
mifes by the other fide of the Houfe, he would prove it to 
a demonftration. It was kpown to be the law of the land, 
that if a court of eleftion Ihoufd be fuffered, by chance, to 
break up without an adjournment, it could never be revived 
'under the authority of the fame writ or precept; and this 
was the cafe In a fcrutiny 5 for if, before a fcrutiny com- 
nienced, the court fhould by accident have broke up, with- 
out adjourning to fome other day, there would be an end 
of its power — i^ could not fit again : and if, after the fcru- 
tiny had commenced, the court fhould feparate, without 
having previoufly adjourned to fome 'other day, the fcruti- 
ny jnuft necefTarily break off there, as the court could not 
fit again J and therefore, ^s from the beginning of the poll 
. to the end of the fcrutiny, the power of the court muft be 
kept alive by fucceflive adjournments, and would expire if, 
on breaking up of the court, no queftion of adjournment 
had been put or carried, he was well grounded in, faying, 
that poll and fcrutiny were fynonymous terms 5 and that as 
one of them mufl avowedly be clofcd on or before the re- 
turn day fpecified in the writ, the other of courfe could not 
be carried on after that day. For thefe reafons, he held the 
Bailiff's conduflr, in granting a fcrutiny, to /commence af- 
ter the return day, to be illegal and unconflitutional ; and 
- that it was the bufinefs of the Houfe to compel hint now 
to do that which it was his duty to have done on or before 
the rSth of lafl month, namely, to make a return of the 
members eleded for Weflminfler : and for thefe reafons he 
intended to give his vote for, and hearty fupport to, the 
motion made by the right honourable gentleman* 

Xord 
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Lord Mulgrceue oppofed the motion. He obferved, that if Lord Mai- 
there- was one thing more happily calculated thtin another in «'*«• 
this government fox the good of tne Public, it was the inflexir 
bility of the laws, which refifled the whims, underminings, 
or open attacks of thofe who felt them inconvenient. If there 
was any inconvenience, any abfurdity, or any injaftice in the 
election laws, he wiihed fome gentlejnan would bring in bills 
to amend them ; and he would readily concur in aay regula- 
tion that might be thought prudent, expedient, or neceffiry : 
but as the laws now flood, the prefent queftion muft be deter- 
mined by them, and not by laws, which might be hereafter 
enafted. • — He had no obje^ion to a law that fhould prevent 
the protra6tion of a poll, by any candidate, to fuch a length, 
tha\ no time fhould be left for an inquiry into the legality of 
the votes ; by which law, fuch a candidate would be prevented 
from getting fiich a majority upon a poll, of diftjualified per- 
fons, as would fecure to him for one, two, or three years, a 
feat in Parliament, which legally belonged to another. The 
propofition then before the Houfe was in itfelf a complete 
contradidtion to, or refutation of the do£lrine attempted to l^ 
eftablifhed^ by the gentlemen over againft nim,; for though 
they had argued for many days paft, as the counfcl at the 
bar had, that the High Bailiff was y««^^/ o^/o, yet the mo- 
tion now before the Houfe called upon that gentleman to do 
a minifierjal a6l, after his authority, according ^o their opi-^ 
nion, had aftually expired. The learned gentleman who had - 
juft fat down, had mentioned " fome adls of Parliament, to 
prove that returning officers were bound, without any difcre- 
tion on their parts, to return the members on or before the« 
day fixed for the meeting of Parliament. As to oneof thofa 
fbitutes, he did not believe it was flilt to be found in our fla- 
tute books ; and as to the other, the loth and nth of Wil- 
liam III. he would prove from the hiflbry of that a6l, that it 
did not, and never was intended to, make a provifion for the 
cafe now under confideration : for, from the Journals of the 
Houfe, it appeared that this a6l was pafled to check a pradbice 
that had grown too much in vogue among the returning offi- 
cers, to keep their writs a long time after the eleftion was 
over; and that this was frequently done from corrupt mo- 
tives, or toanfwer party purpofes : It was for this reafon that ^ 
a claufe was Inferted in it, to compel returning officers to re- 
turn their writs within fourteen days after the eledlion : And 
from an-entry in the Journals of the loth of January and 
8th of February, 1608, it appeared that a motion was made, 
•* That it be an inftrd^Ttion to the Committee on the bill, 

»* afterwardi 
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** afterwards palled* into a law (the 10th and 1 1 th William III.) 
** that the wril9 be returned without delay ;** and it was remark- 
able that no fuch words\were now to be foiind in the a6k j 
from which, it might be very fairly inferred, that the inftruc- 
tion was afterwards over-ruled in the Committee. His Lord- 
ihip infifted that the High bailiff was bound by his oath to 
return the cahdidat^s who fhould appear to him to have a ma«- 
jority of legal votes ; aad furely, in order to comply with the 
duty impofed upon him by this oath, lie mufi make inquiries^ 
and not make a return merely from the apparent majority ; 
more particularly as he had, from good authority, fulficient 
reafon to believe that a great number of difqualified perfons 
had polled during the hurry of the eledion. In the firft 
place, he knew that 4000 had voted qn this occafion, more 
than had ever voted in any fori^et eleftion in Weftminfter. 
He kne^ that the poll had been crammed with thoufands dur- 
ing the firft ten days of the eleition ; and that afterwards it 
was meagerly and flenderly fed with individuals. He knevr 
that men were kept in readinefs to feed the poll one by one, 
as occafion fhould require^ that the books might notbeclofed; 
and that, all this was done for the purpofe of protrafting the 
eledlion to fuch a'time, that no inquiry could take place into 
the illegality of the number of fpurious votes that had been 
given. In juflice therefore to the candidates who had the ma- 
jority of legal votes ; in juftice to the ,ele£lors, who ought not 
' to have forced upon them a member who was not the objefk 
of their choice, the fcrutiny ought to be parried on. It had 
been, urged by one of the counfel, that Weftminfter would 
have caufe to complain, if it fhould remain unreprefen ted ; 
but the eleflors were too wife not to regognize that conftitu- 
tional doftrine, that members, though elefted locally, repre- 
fent generally ; and they would have the fatisfadlion to know, 
th^t if taxes fhould be laid upon them, they would have them 
to pay in, common with all the conftituents of the members 
who mould vote them. They were too wife to take any of- 
fence at a fcrutiny, undertaken fpr the purpofe of doing them 
juftice, by feating in the Houfe thofe candidates, whom a 
majority of legal voters had fupported. They loved confiften- 
cy too well to be offended at not having their members imme^ 
diatelv feated in the Houfe ; for they had of late years feemed 
to referve the honour of their reprefentation for great naval 
charaSers, as a reward for their gallant achievements, -and 
fervices to their country ; but in eledting them under certain 
circumftances, it was evident that they did not expcdl: them 
to take their feats, immediately in Parliament': they had 
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chofen Lord Rodney, when he was in the midft of the glo- 
rious career, that had recommended him to their favour 5 and 
they knew that he could not, without injury to the public . 
fcrvice, be called home to fit in that Houfe : they were fatis- 
^ed with his fervices againft the enemies of their country ; and 
did not wifti h\m to quit that lifte of duty in his profeilion, for ' 

another in that Houle. They had alfo ele6l*ed another noble 
Lord (Hood) for his gallant condud in the line of his profef- 
fion ; and they were aware, that when his country fllould 
Hand in need of his abilities as a naval officer, he would be 
liable to be called away from the fenate, to ferve his country 
in another way. They would not be offended if the Hign 
Bailitf, through regard for his oath, and refpedk for them^ 
Ihould take time to enquire into the legality of many hundred 
votes, which he had been compelled to admit upon the poll, 
by menaces, and threats of actions and profecu^ions. To 
hini the High BailiflF's condu6l appeared manly, firm, and in- 
flexible ; and perfectly confiftent with law and the confiitu-> 
tion. Whether the Houfe fliould think proper to order him 
to proceed in the fcrutiny, he knew not ; they were the beft 
judges on that head ; for nis part, he could fee no harm in it, 
and much good ; and therefore he intended to give a diredl ne- 
gative to the motion made by the right honourable gentleman. 

The Lord Jdvotate of Scotland (Mr. Campbell) fupported The 'Lord 
Lord Mulgrave. He built bis argumeht upon the oath taken ^^^^^ ^^ 
by the High BailiiF,. which had made it his indifpenfable duty 
to grant a fcrutiny, and which would have fubjedled him to a 
convi£fcion for perjury if he had made his return contrary to 
his oath. He laid if the eledlion laws of England were like 
thofe of Scotland, the cafe then before the Houfe could never 
have occurred ; for in Scotland no adjournment of the court 
ofeledlion could take place. The ele£iion was begun and 
concluded the fame day, and the poll, even durilig that time, 
was a fcrutiny. He obferved, that there were two kinds of 
impoflibilities, phyfical and moral ; and he defied thetnoft in- 
genious man to difcover. a diflFerence between their effefls ; 
lor if it was morally impoffible for a man to do a particular 
thing, it was in effect the fame< thing to him if it was phyfi- 
cal! y impoflible : now all the circumftances attending the poll 
conGdered, when from the numbers who had been admitted 
in the firft ten days, at leaft five perfons muft have vot^d 
every minute ; he alked if it was not merely impoffible for the 
High Bailiff to fcrutinize the voters as they came to the book ; 
and whether he could poffibly make a confcientious return, 
without an after-fcrutiny . One of the counfel at the bar had 
.1 faidy 
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faid, that a fuciceffion of generations might take place before 
a fcrutiny fhould b^ clofed ; to this he v^buld -anfwer, that a 
fucceflion of candidates might take place, if polls were to bef 
• protra£led, as had been Ihe laft poll for Weftminfter. 
S»' J«»w Sir 'James Er/kine gavt the Lord Advocate the higheft cre- 
^"'* dit for being the firft lawyer in the part of the country he 
belonged to, but he could not admit that the eledlions relative 
to Scotch counties (much as he refpefled that country) were 
applicable to Englifli cities. That there the whole proceeding 
mxxfi be heard in the fame day, at the fame' place, and without 
power of adjournment. That here it was a long proceeding,^ 
day after day. That to prove the Lord Advocate was not ac- 
quainted with the mode of eIe£lion for Weftminfter, it was 
only neceflary to ftate his computation, which proceeded up- 
on the idea of there being but one polling place, tvhereas there 
were eleven ; therefore each vote had ten or twenty minutes 
to poll In, even on thofe days when eighteen hundred voters- 
polled.— Sir James -took notice of Lord Mulgrave's having 
defcribed the reprefentation of the city of Weftminfter, as a 
reward for naval merit. He faid, he made no doubt but Lord 
Mulgrave himfelf might, when he fliould obtain the com- 
mand of the fleets of his country, and ftiould fight with bra- 
very and fuccefs, wifli to be rewarded with*the naval honour 
of reprefenting the city of Weftminfter. He defired him 
• therefore to take care how he ^ftablifhed a precedent by his 
condudi: now, that might prove fatal to his ambition here- 
after ; that fome perfon, with lefs merit and lefs celebrity 
"might be prevailed upon by that Court fadlion, which could 
bind the High BailiflFcrf Weftminfter to their will, to oppoie 
his pretenfions ; and that perfon, though far inferior on the 
poll, might demand a fcrutiny. That when this candidate 
with few votes, and no pretenfions, ftioulA be told by' his 
/ Lord/hip that he had no right to prevent his return, he would 
tell him with truth that the nobl^ Lord* himfelf had eftablifli« 
ed die precedent, fo that the High Bailifi^ alone was the 
judge of whether he ftiould make the return or not. Sir 
James argued upon the a£l of King William, and concluded 
with obferving, that this determination might lead to the 
greateft abfurdity. That as there was no fcrutiny in Scot- 
land, that part of the country might, for a confiderable tinje, / 
form the whole Parliament; and recollefling, in the moment 
. of their power, the abufe they had fufiered in the days of their 

impotence, might be inclined upon a principle inherent in the 
human mind, to pay back all they had fufiered, and put ia 
execution the fpirit of their ipotto, Nemo mc impune lacejpt. . 

Mr, 
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Mr. Powys declared he rofe to aflc for information ; he beg- Mr.Powyt* 

5;ed to know from gentlemen of the learned profeffion^ who 
at oppofite to him, what the law was, and whether the High 
Bailiff of Weftminfter could, or could not, legally cdrnmence, 
and carry on a fcrutiny, after the expiration of the writ iffued 
to the Sheriff of Middlesex ? He was of the fame opinion with 
the noble Lord!,- and agreed that the inflexibility of the law 
ought to be manifefted, let its efiefls be what it would. Thei 
queilion was, how did the law Hand? With regard to the 
difierent a<£ls of Parliament, he was convinced that the loth 
and I ithof William III. did not apply to the cafe ; but therai 
was another flatute which did, he meant the 23d of Henry V- ' 
While that aft remained on the ftatute books, be conceived 
no argument would hold that went to ef^ablifli the doftrine 
that the High BailijfF was not bound to comply with the exi- 
gency of the writ, and to make a return of the two members 
who appeared tO have the majority of votes at the final clofd 
6f the poll. He faid, he had beeh fometimes thought to fol- . 
low a whimfical line of condud, and perhaps the vote that he 
had given for Weftminfter might be deemed a whimfical one, 
when he declared, he voted for Lol*d Hood and Mr, Fox. A» 
Lord Hood had fo great a majority, why did not that noble 
Lord petition for his feat, that the city of Weftminfter might 
have fome reprefentative ? He was forry to fee fo refpeftable a . 
charafter condefcend to aft at the will of others, and tofuffet 
himfelf to be n^oved, like a mere puppet, by the Minifter* 
He expreffed his entire difapprobation of the conduft of the 
Houfe, fhould they raflily attempt to negative the queftioa^ . 
then before them ; for they would thereby eftablifti a prece- 
dent, which neither the ftatute nor the cpmmon law ever in- 
tended fliould be laid down. — -The learned gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houfe faid much about oaths ; it would have 
been as well if they had the goodnefs to tell the Houfe, that 
the returning ofijcer was by law obliged to take an oatli, pre- 
vious to his aftirig in that capacity, the nature of which, in 
his opinion, wis, that he, the returning officer, ftiould re- 
turn fuch perfons as fiiould appear to have a majority of legal 
votes tendered to, and accepted by him on the poll. It was a 
pofition clearly eviclent, that the returning officer was by law, 
and by the tenour of the writ to him direfted, obliged to return 
thofe two who had a majority of votes on the poll i he ftiould 
therefore Wifti that the Houfe woUld not ralhly pafs fuch a 
vote this night, (which they moft undoubtedly would, if they 
^negatived the prefent motion) as perhaps they ftiould here- 
after wifli to cbunteraft. The people at large moli undoubt- ; 
Vot.XV. M «Uy 



Digitizegl by 



Google 



82 PARLIAMENTARY A. i784,. 

* ediy would be coufed at fuch a conduct; for neither ufage nor 
^ law, ftatute, or coiximohy afforded a precedent of fuch a 
nature. 
Mr. Kar- ' Mr, Hardinge difclaimcd all intention of dealing in tech* 
^inge, nicak,. ai:guing profeflionajly, or in any fliapc fpeaking 
, like a lawyer ; he faid, the cafe, to liis imagination, had no 
myftery in it ;• it was plain, fimple, and perfpicuous, obvii* 
" ous to the mo^ common underftanding, and difficult only 
tQ thofe who chofe to make a puzzle of it. An cle£lion 
' confided of different parts ; of a thing called a poll ; of a 
• Icrutiny, where occafion arofe for a fcrutinyj and of a 
return^b the writ, or ground or fanftion for the, whole 
, proceeding! Scrutinies had gone on repeatedly pending the 
fitting of Parliament; and he had heard no lawyer yet tsjcc 
upon him to aflcrt, that a fcrutifty was not legale That be- 
ing admitted, theil it followed of courfe, that the Weft- 
minfter ele£tion was incomplete and uniinfiied, becaufe a . 
^ , fcrutiny had beefi thought neceffary, and there had not 

been time to go through with it before the time that a re- 
, turn to the writ was diredled to be made to the court from 
whence it iffued. What did the motion a(k ? It defired 
the Houfe to forget, that with regard to eleftions, it was 
an appellant J urifdiiSlioui and to 2l&. in the fird instance ^ 
and that in lo abfiird a manner, as to direfl an appeal to be 
\ made before there were materials prepared and completed 

to. form that appeal upon. The High Bailiff, according to 
the motion, was to make a return upon an eIe£kion, which 
X eleflion he had himfelf informed the Houfe was incomplete 
and unfiniflied. The arguments advanced and prefied 
upon the Houfe in fupport of this motion, appeared to hinx 
to be as extraordinary and ridiculous as the inotion itfelf. 
It had been faid, that the High Bailiff could not commeixce 
and go oil with a fcrutiny after the iSth of May, be(;iure 
on that day his authority, quoad the ele£lion, "^ceafed, and 
he vi2isfun£ius officio i and the very gentlemen who had made 
this affertion had contended, that the High Bailiff, who was 
fufUfus officio on the i8th of May, (hould ht ordered by the 
Houfe on the 9th of June, to make a return to the precept 
iflued to him by the Sheriff of Middlefex : they wanted^ 
therefore, to have a return figned by a dead man*s hand — 
A great deal had been fuggefted about the old quefUon of 
' thte conne£lion between taxation and reprefentation, and tre* 

mendous confequences had been predi£led from the revival 
of a fubjefl that bad been faid to have i^aken Great Britain 

to 
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to its center — It had teen forgotten that this alarming ar- 
gument applied to ev^ry double 'retttrn, for upon double , 
returns, the boroughs for which fuch returns were made, 
were liable to be taxed although they were unrcprefented. 
But this queftion^ applying, as it did, to a variety of other 
poilible cafes, -had been fuffered to remain quiet and at reft 
till now— It was evident it had been refer ved for the com- ^ • 
pa£^ cafe of the Weftmuifter ele£lion, and now it wag 
brought forward with all the folemnity and pomp tbat art 
"and ingenuity could cloath it with. With rega/d to Mr. 
Grehville's bill, which. Mr. Hardinge faid no man admired 
or loved more than he did, he could not but fufpe£); a fnake 
in the jgrafs, from the loud alarms that had been founded 
of the danger it was in $- the noife made upon this fubje£l: 
led him to doubt the finccrity of thofc who raifed it, and 
to fufpe£l, that it came from the enemies and not the 
friends of the bill. After arguing, that the bill could rc» 
ceive no injury, becaufe a cafe that did not fall within its 
reach was not forced unnaturally under its jurifdidion; he 
faid, all the m^igic which he. faw about' the bufinefs, lay .^ 
in wha^t had teen termed the exigency of the writ,; but 
that charm was eafily broken — - A great deal had been faid 
upon this head, but thofe who had faid it, forgot, that in 
cafes of vacancies, fcratinies had repeatedly gone on while 
Parliament was fitting; that being indifputably the fad:, 
and it being admitted that fcrutinies were legal, (for if they 
were not, all he had advanced was to no purpbfe) it was 
obvious to common fenfe, that the High BaiiiflF had not 
aded contumacioufly, but the only way in which, from the 
circumftances of the cafe, he could ad confidently with 
his bath and with his confcience. With regard to what 
ftep the Houfe ought to take, Mr. Hardinge faid, to that ' 
he had not entirely made up his mind — Two modes of 
progseding Uruck him : either to iflue a new writ, arid to 
confide^ the whole paft proceeding as a nullity, or to dire£l: 
that the fcrutiny fhould be gone on with — The firft of 
thefe he rather thought the moll proper ; but as the fe-- 
cond was the moft lenient to the right honou^able gentle- 
man, and would be attended 'with the^lea^ expence and 
trouble, he (hould rather be inclined to. vote for that. 

Lord iioTth faid, he could liot pretend to cope with the U« Norik* 

learned gentleman who fpoke laft, either in learning or 

in abilities, but he would venture to make a few obferva* 

lions on his arguments* He had faid^ all the magic of the 

M 2 bufinefs 
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bufinefs lay in the exigency of the writ, andhy way of 
difenchanting the cafe^ and difpelling that magic, had ob* * 
ferved, that fcrutinies had repeatedly gone on pending the' 
fitting of Parliament, and had aflced where then was the 
exigency of the writ ? It was eafy to anfwer this queftion j 
and the anfwer wa,s this: in the cafe of an eleftion on a 
• vacancy, there was no exigency to the writ; but in. cafe of 
»' general ele£lio|i there wasj what was the rule iii the one 
• cafe, therefore, did not apply in .the otl)er. The learned 
gentleman, hfs Lordfliip (aid farther, had declared there 
was a thing callefi a poll, and a thing called afcrutiny, and 
he argued that the eleftipn was unfinifhed -»- It certainly 
^as, and for that very reafbn the prefent motion ought to 
go, becaufe it ordered the High Bailiff to make a return 
and finifli the eleftion. Whofe fault was it that the cledtion 
was not finifhed ? The fault of the High Bailiff, and of no 
ether perfpn. With regard to the two modes of proceed- 
ing recommended to the Houfe by thi honourable ^and 
learned gentleman, it put the Houfe exaftly in the (itua- 
tion of Fair Rofamond in the play, when by qrder of Queen 
Eleanor, it wa$ faid to her, «* Here is a Jagger, and here is 
*! . ** a bowl of poifon, chufe whirh you pleafe,- but one you 

*^,muft take," So the learned gentleman offered two pro- 
pofitions to the Houfe, each of them fraught with de^tb. 
In another part of his fpeech, the learned gentleman had 
faid, he fufpefted a fnake in the grafs,. when he heard fo 
much of Mr. Grenviile's bill, and that he thought the noife 
came from tbe enemies of that bill -^ He knew not who 
might be the enemies of that bill, but his Lordfhip declared 
he was not of that number. He had oppoftd the bill origi- 
xially, but it was well known, that after the Houfe thought 
proper to adopt it, he had uniformly done every thing 
jn his power to carry it into full execution ; and after the 
experience that had been made of it, he was not only ready 
to acknowledge it to be a wife, juft, and ufeful ftatute, but 
a ftatute not lefe convenient and ferviceable to a Minifter 
,, than to individuals. His Lordfliip very largely drfcuffed 

the unprec;edented nature of the High Bailiff's proceeding; 
' hp faid, he had heard frequently of a due return, an un- 
due return, a fpecial return, and a falfe return \ but he had 
never heard before of an hiftoric^l return. 
The Mtfter The Mafier of the Rolls compared the cafe to the cafe of 
«f^ Rolls a gheriff' s afting upder ^ ca^icis ad fatisfaciendum^ and went 

vm 
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into the law argument with refpeSt tci the purpofe of that 
writ, and the analogy it hore to the writ of ele6lion, 

Mr. Martin defired to know, if a return was made by the Mr.Martm 
High Baihjf, and a petition delivered upon the ground of tliilt 
return, whether fucb a petition was likely to be heard be- 
fore a Committee under Mr. Grenville's bill in thje courfe of 
the prefent fefEon. If he could be affured that it was, Mr. ' 
Martin faid, he would certainly vote for the motion, ordering 
the Bailiff to make a return. 

Lord Maitland faid, he ihould conceive it muA be referred Lord Maic- 
to a Committee on a very early day, becaufe it would necef- **'*^* 
farily be governed by the fame principles that applied to the 
cafe of Lord Surrey, Mr. Fox having a petition prefented 
againft him for Kirkwall, and therefore, he would ftand a« a 
member reprefeijting two places, againft his eledlion for 
each of which therawas a petition. 

Mr.- Harrifon thought the conduft of the High Bailiff Mr. Harri. 
highly reprehenfible — The Sheriff was direfted perempto- ^°'*' 
rily by His Majefty's writ to make a return to that writ on ' 
the 18th — How was it poffible for the Sheriff to obey, if 
the fubordinate officer refufed or negle6led to make a return 
to the precept diredled to him to chufe two burgefles for 
Weftminfter ? The High Bailiff was fworn to make a return," 
why then did he not comply with his oath? Nothing could 
be clearer, in Mr. Harrifon's opinion, than that the Houfe 
had no option; they -could only order the Bailiff to do what 
heoi^ght to have done before, viz. return the two candidates 
who at the final clofe of the poll appeared to have the majo- 
rity of votes. 

Mr, Macnamara grounded his argument upon the words Mr. M«c- 
of the oath taken by the High Bailiff; that officer was namara. 
fworn to make a return to the heft of his judgement ; furely 
the moft arbitrary defpots would not compel a man to de- ' 
clare what he had not made up his mind t9. That Houfe 
was not a court of inquifition, and could not arrogate to 
itfelf a dominion over the High Bailiff's judgement; he ought 
to have time allowed him to exercife the means of forming 
his opinion, with regard to who had the majority of legal 
votes upon the poll ; and what means, Mr. Macnamara afked, 
were fo proper for the purppfe as a fcrutiny ? For this reafon 
Mr. Macnamara faid, he iliould vote againft the prefent mo- 
tion, and be for direjSiiqg the High Bailiff to proceed with 
tbfS fcrutiny, 

Mr, 
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Mr,D.PuK. Mr. Z). Pulteney {poke to the following efFeSb : — Sir, I 
uney. fliould hot have prefutned tp trouble the Houfe at this late 
hour, if I thought 'the queftion before us had really deferved 
all the eloquence and ingenuity which has been employed 
upon it" both within and Vithout the tar. However intricate 
it may have been rendered here, I think it really a very Cm^ 
pie propofition, ai^d may be contained in a nut IhellT—The 
right honourable complainant has threatened the High BailiiF 
with an adtion in the courts below ; I foretel him, that this 
affair will be decided there ip four^ hours, though it has en- 
gaged the attention of Parliament for four days. I confider, 
Sir, three hiodes known to the law for afcertaining a majo- 
rity of legal votes — the fliew of hands, the poll, and the 
fcrutiny — Nobody denies the legality of the laft under par- 
ticular circamftances — The fcrutiny is to the poll what the 
, - I poll is to the.fhew of hands, /. c. a more accurate invefti- 
gation of that which the returning officer is not already 
enabled to declare confiflently with his oath — The fliew of 
hands at firft would be a final and conclufive eleftion, but 
that one of the candidates fuggefls a doubt of improper votes, 
if it may be fo called, being given in fo tumultous an aflem- 
bly — The poll immediately enfues, and ninety-nine times 
in a hundred the poll is conclufive, and deferves to be fo, be- 
caufe the poll is a fort of fomething, where the ejecftors are 
few in number, i>r where the qualification is fo widely diffe- 
rent as it is in counties, the returning officer may almoil: 
always make a return from the mere poll confiflent with the 
ptith. What is theprefent cafe? The poll is at firfl fo tu- 
rnultuoufly condufled^ by 1800 polling in fix hours, that 
the High Bailiff declares he admitted numbers to poll from 
the urgency of the cafe, whom he intended afterwards to 
fcrutinize. The poll, however, is fo artfully prot rafted, as 
to preclude the demand of a fcrutiny in the ulual flag©, /. e* 
hefore a return — At this period, fuggeflions and even evi- . 
dence are given him of what he declares he has fo^many tea- 
fons to fufpeft, J* e. that there were great numbers of im- . 
- propel" names on the poll — The fuggeflion comes from 
one party only; it is the fame when there is an appeal from 
the fhew^of hands to the poll< — This is a fpecial return with- 
out a precedent, and fo was the ele6lion itfelf, from the poll 
being fo crouded at the beginning, and fo protradled at the 
^ end. There may be no pofitive law to warrant this return.; 
but the common fenfe and fubflantial juftice of the cafe, 
which prevented the High Bailiff from making any other 
return confiflent with his oath, is with me a juUificJltion of, 

I , his 
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his condu^l. This Houfe^ I think, can give him no ord^r to 
amend the fpecial return he has already made — for the law 
which dire^s a poll, from the uncertainty of the fhew of 
hands, ^undoubtedly admits a fcrutiny in certain cafesy muft,. 
in common feofe, mtend to admit a fcrutiny where the poll 
fo nearly refembles a (hew of hands as to prevent the High 
Bailiff being able to return upon his oath the two members 
duly ele<aed. 

Mr. Fox rofe, and fpoke in fubflance as follows : ** 
Mt. Speaker^ ■ ' 

Before I enter upon thfe confideration of this qudlion, F Mr.Foi. 
cannot help expreiSne my ftlrprife, ttiat thofe who fit over 
againft'me (the Miniftry)^ Aould have been hitherto filent in 
this 'debate. Comiiion candour might have taught them to 
have tirged whatever objedtion^ they have to urge againft the 
motion of my honourable friend before this time ; becaufe in ^ 
that cafe I mould have had an opportunity of replying to 
their arguments ; and fure it would have been fair to afiow 
me the flight fevour of being the laft fpeaker upon fuch a 
fabjeft. But, Sir, I have no reafon to expeft indulgence, 
nor do rknow that I fkaXX ipeet with bare juftice in this 
Houfe. Sir, I fay, *« That I have no reafon to expedb in- 
*' dulgence, no^ do I know that I ihall meet with bare juf- 
" tice in this Houfe.'* ^ ^ 

In confequence of a murmur from the other fide, Mr. 
Fox paufed, and faid, Mr. Spes^er, there is a regular mode 
of checking any member in this Houfe for ufing improper 
words in a debate,^ and it is to move, to have the improper 
words taken down by the Clerk, for the purpofe of cenfuring 
Ihe perfon whd had fpokeii them. If I have faid any thing 
unfit for this Houfe to hear, or for noe to utter— If any 
gentleman is offended by any thing that fell from me^ 
and has fenfe enough to point <^ut, and fpirit to coq|^^ifl^that 
ofience,^ he will adopt th^^t parliamentary and gentleman-like 
mode of condufl ; and that he may have an opportunity of 
doing fo, I again repeat, " That I have no reafon to expe£l 
" indulgence, nor do I know that I fliall meet with bare 
** juftice in this Houfe." -^ 

Sir, I am warranted in the ufe of thefe words, by events 
and authorities that leave little to be doubted, and- little to be 
queftioned. The treatment this bufinefs has received within . 
thefe walls, the extraordinary proceedings which.have fprung 
from it, the difpofitions which have been manifefled in par- 
ticular clafles of men, all concur to juftify theterms I have 
adopted, and toeftabliih the truth of what I have aflerted. 

. . If • 
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. ir the declaration I have made, had happened not to have 
been fupported by the occurrences I allude to, the very con— 
fideration of Mr. Greilvillc's bill is of itfelf fuflBcient to vin- 
dicate what t have faid. That bill^ Sir, originated in a be- 
lief that this Houfe, in the aggregate, was an unfit tribunal 
to decide upon contefted eledlions. It viewed this Houfe, as 
every popular aflerably fhould be viewed, as a'mafs of men. 
capable of political diflike and perfonal averfion j capable o£ 
tdo much attachment and too much animofity ; capable of 
being biafled by weak and by wicked motives ; liable to be 
governed by minifterial influence, by caprice, and by corriip— 
tion. Mr. Grenville's bill viewed this Houfe as endowed.' 
'. with thefe capacities, and judgiVig it therefore incapable of 
determining upon controverted eledlions with impartiality, 
with juftice, and with equity, it depriyed it of the means of 
mifchief, and formed a judicature a» complete and ample^ 
perhaps, as human jlkill can conflitute *. > That I am de- 
barred the benefits of that celebrated bill, is clear beyond all 
doubt, and thrown entirely upoq the mercy, or, if yotx 
ple^fe, upon the wifdom of this Houfe. Unlefs, then, men 
are to fuppofe that human nature is totally altered within a 
\ few months — unlefs wfe can be fo groflly credulous as to 

imagine that the prefent is purged of all the frailties of for- 
mgr Parliaments — unlefs I am to furrender my ijnderftand- 
- ing, and blind myfelf to the extraordinary condud of this 
Houfe, in this extrordinary bufinefs; for the laft fortnight — r 
I may fay, and fay with triath, " that; I expe6t no indul» 
<< gence, nor do I know that I fliall meet with hare juftice 
". in this Houfe." 

There are in this Houfe, Sir, many jperfons to whom I 
might, upon every principle of equity, fairnefs, and reafon, 
objedl, as judges,- to decide upon my caufe, not merely from 
their acknowledged enmity to me, to my friends, and to my 
politics;- but from theif particular condudl upon this parti- 
cular occafion. To a noble Lord, (Lord jyiulgrave) who 
fpoke early in this debate, I iijight rightly objeft as a judge 
to try me ;. who, from the fulnefs of his prejuidice to me, 
aiid prediledlion for ipy opponents, aflerts things in dired 

♦ Mr. Grenville's bill cnafted, that the pcrfons to try dtfputed 
c1e£lions (ball be drawn out of a glafs, to*the number of forty-nine; 
that the parties in the difpute fhali ftrike from thcTe names alternately 
without afcribing any reafon, until they reduce the number to thir- 
teen ; and thefe thirteen flialj. be governed by poijiive law, and fwom 
\xfon o^ih to iidminiiler dridl juAice. 

defiance 
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defiimce of the evidence which has been gwrt at your bar. 
The noble Lord Repeats again, that •'tricks** were ufed at 
my fide in the eledlion, although he very properly omits the 
epithet which preceded that term when he ufed it In a former 
^debate J but does it appear in evidence that any tricks Were 
pradlifed on my part ? Not a word. Againff him, therefore* 
who, in the teeth of the depofitions on your table, is promp- 
ted, by his enmitv towards me, to maintain what the evi- 
dence (the grouna this Houfe/is fuppofed to go upon) abfo- 
lutely denies, I might objeft with infinite propriety as a 
judge in this caufe. 

There is another judge, Sir, to whom I might obje6t with 
greater reafon, if poffible, th^n to the laft. A perfon evi- . 
dently interefted in increafing the numbers of my adverfa-^ • 
lies upon the poll, but who has relinquished his right as atr 
.eleSor of Weftpiinfter, that his voting may not difqualify 
him from being a judge upon the Committee to decide this 

I conteft : a perfon too, Sir, who, in the late eleilion^ fcru- 
pled not to a& as an agent, an avowed, and, indeed, an ac- 
tive agent to my opponents. [Lord Mahon took this to 
himfelf; but Mr. Fpx went on thus :] Is there any interrupt 

, tion, Sir ? I hope not. I am but ftating a known fadl ; that 
a perfon who ii to pronounce a judgement this night in this 
caufe, avoided to exercife one of the moil valuable franchifes 
of a Britiih citizen, only that he might be a nominee for my 
adverfaries, concluding that his induftry upon the Commit- ' 
tee would be of more advantage to their caufe, than a foli- 
tary vote at the eleftion. This, Sir, I conceive would be a 
fufficient objedlion to him as a judge to try me. 

A third perfon there is, whom I liiight in reafon challenge 
upon this occafion. A perfon^ of a fober demeanor, who, 
witfi great^diligence and exertSon in a very refpeSable and 
learned profeffion, has raifed himfelf to confiderable emi- 
nence ; (the Mafter of the Rolls) a perfon who fills one of , 
the firft feat^ of juflice in this kingdom, and who has long 
difcharged the funft'ions of a judge in ah .inferior, ' but very 
honourable fituation. This perfon. Sir, has, upon this day, 

, profefied and paraded much upon the impartiality with which 
he fhould difcharge his confcience in his judicial capacity as a 
member of Parliament in my caufe. Yet this very perfon, 
infenfible to the rank he maintains, or fliould maintain,' in 
, this country, abandoning the gravity of his charafter as a 
member of the Senate, and lofing fight of the .fan<Slity of 
hi^ ftation both in this Houfe and out of it, even in the very ' 

aS of delivering a judicial fentence, defcends to minute and 
Vol,. XV, N mean 
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mean allufions to former polItics^ — com^s here ftored with 
the intrigues of; paft times, and inftead of the yenerable Ian* 
guage of a go^d judge and a great lawyer, attempts to enter- 
tain the Houfe by (quoting, or by mifquoting, words fup- 
pofed to have been Ipoken by me in the beat of former de- 
bates, and in the violence of contending parties, when my 
noble friend and I oppofed each other. This demure gentle- 
man, Sir, this great lawyer, this judge of law and equity, 
and conflitution, enlightens this^ fubjecSt, inflru£ts and de- 
lights his hearers, by -reviving this neceflary intelligence, 
that when I had the honour of firft fitting in this Houfe for 
Midhurfl, I was not full twenty-one years of age ; and all 
this he does for the honourable purpofe of fanftifying the 
High BailiiF of Weflminfler in. defrauding the ele6lors of 
their reprefentation in this Houfe, and robbing me of the 
honour of aflerting and confirming their right by fitting as 
their reprefentative. Againfl him, therefore. Sir, and againfl . 
men like him, I might juflly objedl as a judge, or as judges 
to try my caufe ; and it is with perfe6t truth I once more re- 
- peat, " That I have no reafon to expe6t indulge^ice, nor do 
" I know that I fhall meet with bar^ juflice in this Houfe." 

Sir, I underfland that the learned gentleman I have jufl 
alluded to (I< wds not in the houfe during the firff part of 
his fpeech) has infinuat^d that I, have no right to be prefent 
during this difcufEon, and that hearing tne is an .indulgence, 
/Againft the principle of that afTertion, Sif, and againfl every 
fyliable of it, I beg leave, in the moft exprefs terms, dire£k- 
ly to proteft. I maintain that I not only have a right to 
fpeak, but a pofitive and clear right to vote upon this^ occa- 
fion ; and I afTure the Houfe^ that nothliig but the declara- 
tion 1 have made in the firfl flageof.this bufmefs fhould 
prevent me from doing fo. As to myfelf, if I were the only 
perfon to be aggrieved by this proceeding, if the n^ifchief of 
• it extended not beyond me, 1 fhoold reft tlioroughly and 
completely fatisfied with the great and brilliant difpfay of 
knowledge and abifities which have been exhibited by the 
f. learned gentleman^ who appeared for me and for my confii- 

tuents at your bar. If I alone were ipterefted-in the decifion 
of this mattSr, their exertions, combined with the acute and 
ingenious treatment this queflion has received from many 
, gentlenien on this fide of the Houfe, whofe arguments are as 
learned as they are evidently unanfwerable, would have con- 
tented me. But a fenfe of duty, fuperior to all perfonal ad- 
vantage, calls on me- to exert myfelf at this time. What- 
ever can beft encourage and animate to diligence and to 
energy, whatever is moft powerful and Influencing upon a 
I tnlai 
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mind not callous to every lentiment of gratitude and honour, 
demand at this moment the exercife of every fun£^ion and fa- 
culty that I am mafter of. This, Sir, is not my caufc 
alone ; it is the caufe of the Englifh Conftitution, the caufe 
of the eleftors of this kingdom, and it is in phrticular the 
cfpecial caufe of the moft independent, the moft fpirited, the 
moft kind and generous body of men that ever concurred 
upon a fubjedt of public policy : it is the caufe of the elec- 
tors of Weftminfter : the caufe of thofe who, upon many- 
trials, have fupported me againft hofts of enemies ; of thofe 
-who, upon a recent occafion, when every art of malice, of 
calumny, and corruption — every engine of an illiberal and 
ihamelefs fyflem of Government ^— when the moft grofs and 
inonftrous fallacy that ever duped and deceived a credulous 
country, have been propagated and worked with all imagina- 
ble fubtilty and diligence, for the purpofe of rendering me 
unpopular throughout the* empire — have with •a fteadinefs, 
with a fagacity, with a judgement, becoming men of fenfe 
and fpirit, defeated all the miferable malice of my enemies, 
vindicated themfelves from the charge of caprice, change- 
ablenefs, and iludtuation, and, with a generofity that binds 
me to them in every tie of afieftion, fupported me through 
the late conteft, and accompli (hed a viftory againft all the 
arts and powers of the bafeft fyftem of oppreffion that ever • 
deftined the overthrow of any individual. 

If, by fpeaking in this Houfe, (where hiany perhaps may 
think I fpeak too much) I have acquired any reputation ; if 
I have any talents, and that attention to public bufinefs has 
matured or improved thofe talents into any capability of fo« 
lid fervice, the prefent fubjeft and the prefent moment, be^ 
yond any other period of my. life, challenge and ca!l them 
mto a£Hon ; when added to the importance^ of this queftion 
upon the Englifh Conftitution, combined with the imme- 
diate iotereft 1 feel perfonally in the fate of it, I am impelled 
by the nobler and more forcible incitement of being engaged 
in the caufe of thofe to whom the devotion of all I have of 
diligence^or ability would be but a IMght recom pence for their 
zeal, conftancy, firm attachrhent, and unfliaken friendfhip to 
me upon' all occafions, and under all circumftances. 

There are two leading points of view ifi which this quef- 
tion ihould be confidered : the firft is, Whether the High 
Bailiff of Weftminfteir has had fufficient evidence'to warrant 
his granting a fcrutiny, fuppofing that he poilefled a l^al 
iifcretion to grant it : the fecond, Whether any returning 
officer can by* law grant a fcrutiny, even upon the copipletell 

U Z' evidence 
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(Bvidencp of its neceffity ; which fcrutiny cannot commeno^ i 
till ^ftejrthe day on which the writ is returnable. 

It is of little^ coqfequence in which order theqaeftioa 13 
taken up ; but firft 1 fhall proceed upon evidence. 

The great defence of the High Bailiff is built upon th^ 
pircumftance of Sir Cecil Wray and his agents haying fur^ 
liifhed him with regular lills ot bad votes on my part ; and 
to prove that thefe lifts were delivered, they have brought 4 
witnefs who knpws not a fyllable of the truth of the con- 
tents of the lifts. The witnefs who drew the affidavits, which 
affirm thofe bad Votes to have polled for me, uppn crofs exa-p 
mination appears equally ignorant of the futh of the affida« ■ 
yits, and therefore the burden of the proof refted upon the 
evidence of Affleck, whofe teflimony nev^rthelefs, after {ouf 
hours examination, is expunged from your books as inad* 
jniffible. Expunged however though it is, I wifli the Houfe 
to recoUefbthe anfwers he gave concerning the defcription^ 
pf the bad Voters which are imputed to me, and to the ftated. 
pumber of them.' The number is faid to be 143, and the 
Houfe will recollect, tJhat although I repeatedly prefled th^ 
witnefs to name fome of them, he could not ^ven name 
pne. I queftioned Affleck particularly, whether the 143' 
were perfpns who did not exift where they pretended to re-» 
^de : his anfwer was, that fome did refide in the ftreets a$ 
mentipned in the poll books, and that others coi^ld not be 
found at al}. Thofe who cpuld not be found at all, if any 
fuch there were, might fairly be deemed bad votes ; but the 
pther clafs of voters involved a queftion of law ; and I fub- 
mit tp the Houfe, whether, if the evidence of this' man, in- 
jftead of being rejefted as incompetent, had a£lually been ad-f 
mitted, the whole tenou^ of it, inftead of exculpating, would 
pot, in the ilrongeft fenfe, tend to criminate the High Bai-^ 
liff. Had he knowr^ his 4uty, or was difpofed to difpharge it, 
this he would hs^ye faid to fuch :^ reported- : — " You may be, 

V and moft likely are, interefted in deceiving me ; after much 
f argument and difcuffipn, I, as the fole judge iq this court, 
*' have admitted ihefe to be legal votes, which you (of whon^ 

. V I knqw npthing) affirm to be pnly lodgers or,non-refidents^ 
f* my fituation is too/olemn to be affef^ed by fuch iqforma- 

V tion, and therefore I difmif$ it a^ unfit fqr me to proceed 
Vuppn." . ■'■■'. 

Thi$ ftiould have been the High BailiflF'^ coriduft ; but 
\ih cqxidnQ: is the exa£l rcverfe of it. He receives this 
fpecics pf information, and from thefe forts of" meii ; aiid 
fiot only this, but accepts affidavit imputing bribery to 
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fome pcrfons who canvafled for me, acknowledging at the 
fame moinent that he had no cognizance of bribery, ^nd 
never once inquires into the truth of the charge, nor whe- 
ther any ctedit is due to the depofer, nor even who the dc- 
pofer is. All this the High Bailiff does in concert with my 
adverfaries, fecretly, collufively, without even once giving 
me, or any one of my agents, the very flighteft idea that 
any fuch intercourfe had fubfifted between him (the judge 
of this court) and one of the parties, litigating that upon 
which he was to exercife his judicial fun£lion* 

To have received fuch information with the leaft atten- 
tion, was in itfelf criminal enough, but ftudiouily, cau- 
tioufly, and ieliberately to have concealed it from me, was 
bafe and wicked in fhe extreme* Had I been apprifed of 
thefe machinations, I might have eftablifhed the falfehood 
of every accufation; iand furely, if juftice had been the 
ohjeft of the High Bailiff, he would not reft one moment 
until he communicated to me the burden of thefe informa- 
tions and affidavits, efpecially if he meant to overturn the 
whole tide of precedents, and to innovate upon th^ prac- 
tice of all the returning officers that ever lived in this king- 
dom, in granting a fcrutiny to commence after the return 
of the writ. If truth wa^ his aim, the obvious mode of 
afcertaining it >iras tq have given the other party an oppor* 
tanity of knowing the cjiirges brought againft them, to let ' 
them have the chance of contradidting their acc\ifcrs 5 apd 
if we failed in falfifying thefe informations, the High Bai-? 
liff would have had this prefumption in his favour, that it 
was only be(:aufe we could not. But, Sir, not this, nor 
any thing like it, did the High Bailiff of Weftminfter. So 
far from a£ting like an impartial judge, be appears to have 
been the agent, or rathpf, the mere tool of my opponents : 
and every fyllable of thefe informations upon which he 
jifted, might have been, for aught he knew, the vileft mafs 
of falfehood and perjury that ever thwarted the courfe of 
juftice. I fay then. Sir, if the High Bailiff abfolutely pof- 
feifed a legal difcretion in granting a fcrutiny, to have 
granted it upon this fort of evidence, and under thefe cirr 
cumftancea, was, to fay no worfe of it, zn.zQ, that cannot 
be juftified upoii any obvious principle of law, reafon, 
pommon fenfe, or cpmmon equity. 

But what will the candid part of the Houfe think of this 
SRgh Bailiffj when^ they conlxder that the grounds of his 
fin^icatioQ at your bar differ as much as light and darknef^ 
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from his vindication in the Vcftry in Coveht Gardeji, upo^ii 
granting the fcrutiny ? And here. Sir, I have to lament that 
the paper which he read to this Houfe as his defence, which 
the gentlemen oppofite to. me, (the Miniftry) for reafons as 
honourable perhaps to themfelyes as to the High Bailiff; fo 
flrenuoufly oppofed being laid on the table, is now impoS^ble 
tb be produced: that paper, Sir,, would, have enabled me, 
from his own words, to have proved to you that the princi- ' 
pie he avowed at your bar,* as the rule that governed him in 
this buftnefs, is exaftly and dircSly tjie very reverfe of the 
principle lie pretended to aft upon at the time of granting the 
fcrutiny. Fortunately, however, this fa^ is eltabliflied m 
clear, uncjueftioned evidence before you. Mr. 0*Bryen*s 
teftimony is complete and decifive as to that point — bis 
words were, ** That the High Bailiff", in the Veftry, upon 
** granting the fcrutiny, difclaimed the informations deliver- 
" ed to him by Sir Cecil Wray and his agents ; that he re- 
•* plied with peevifhnefs and fome difpleafure to Sir Cecil for 
\. *^ having mentioned them; that he declared he believed he 
** had never read them ; certainly never, with any attention ; 
*' that he threw them afide unnoticed •, that they had not the 
** leaft operation upon his judgement i and that they did not, 
i* in the very flighteft fenfe, influence his determination in 
** granting the fcrutiny." Thefe were his words. — Atkin* 
fon, upon crofs examination, was' obliged to acknowledge 
this; and Grojan's want of memory upon it goes, of itfelt^ 
a great way to eftabliih the truth, if it required farther cor- 
, ' roboration. - ' . . 

Now let the Houfe and the world judge of this High Bai- 
liff", who, tpon- granting the fcrutiny, affe6ls to be'infulted 
at the fuppofition of his adliflg upon this ex farte 'm[ovm3L^' 
tion, and yet refts all his defence at the bar of this Houfe, 
upon that very ^x parte information which, but a fortnijght 
^ before, he difclaimed and defpifed. 

Without adverting to his fhameful and fcandalous condu<^ 
(which, if he had one fpark of feeling, would make him 
blufli to ftiew his face, much lefs to avow the a£t) in holding 
this fraudulent intercourfe with my enemies; cautioufly /con- 
cealing that any fuch intercourfe fubfifted between them; 
I treacheroufly betraying the caufe of juftice, which his fitua- 

tion bound him to lupport inviolate ; and bafely lending him- 
felf to one party, for the ruin of another. Can any thing 
better (hew his iniquity, than varying the grounds of his de- 
fence according to the variation of fcene, and the pr6flure 
pf exigency ? Tljis continual Shifting demonftrate$ that he 

has . 
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has no,honeft defence ta make ; — put the moft favourable " 
conftru£lion poflible upon his conduit, and the bed of the 
alternatives marks him a hypocrite at the leaft. If he has 
^ken truth in the Veftry, he is an arrant liar before this 
'Houfe; or, if he vindicates himfelf before you upon pure 
principles, he ha^ groffly and wickedly deceived me and all 
who heard the contempt he expreffed in the Veftry for that 
information, upon which he has expatiated at the bar of this 
Houfe with fuch extraordinary reverence. 

So much for the confiftency of the High Bailiff refpedling 
6is alkdged motives in granting a fcrutiny. 

It is faid on the other fide of the Houfe, that the poll 
was not a fcrutiny, and faid in exprefs contradiction to the 
evidence produced at vour bar. Never was a poll a fcrutiny, 
uplefs the poll in quefiion was fuch. • It is eftablifhed by re- 
fpeSable teftimony at your bar, that the poll was an ahfolute 
^ fcrutiny. It is proved that the parifli books were conftantly 
at the huAings, and each voter's name, profeflion, and de« 
fcription, collated with the books. It is proved, that when 
the names of voters could not always be found in the pariih 
books, (which was often the cafe, and yet the votes perfedlly * 
legal) a gentleman in the intereft of each fide frequently went 
to the very llreet in which the voter faid he lived ; that the 
vote was fufpended until that inquiry was made, and that the 
decifion was always governed by the report of the inquirers 
in fuch cafe. . Was this, or was it not, a fcrutiny ? — But it 
is faid,^that the poll was crammed at one time, andhencean 
inference is drawn, that the poll was not a fcfutiny. This is 
firange reafoning, furely ; to fupport-this inference, it fliould 
be proved that votes were excepted to, and yet admitted in 
the hurry without examination or inquiry, i)oes this appear 
to be the cafe? Nothing like it. — With all Mr. Grojan*s 
difpofition to flielter the High Bailiff, with all his power of 
memory atone time, and his want of it another, does he af- 
fert any fuch thing ? No, Sir, he could not with truth ; and 
even he could not venture upon this, without truth. Did you 
ever hear, or did fuch a thing ever happen, as that a return- 
ing oflScer, of his own accord, fhould rejedt any votes not 
excepted to by the contending parties? Certainly not. — 
Thofe votes. therefore, in whofe legality the candidates them- 
felves agreed, muft bejuflly prefumed by the High Bailiff to 
be unexceptionable ; and fr9m hence to fuppofe that the poll 
was no fcrutiny, is weak in the extreme. In the early part 
of the elfedkion it was the natural wifli of eachjcandidate to 
get upon the head of the polU Each brought up as many 
a friends 
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friends as poffible, and this accounts for what they call cfam- 
ming the poll. Refpefting the High BailifPs difficulty ia 
foroiing an opinion as to which of the tw& had the greater \ 
number of legal votes, had I1>een loweft upon the poll at 
^ the clofe of the clefikion/ there might have been fome little. 
, colour for hisaffeftation of fcrutiqy. Why ? Becaufe upon 
the days when the poll was moft crammed, when the greateft 
numbers polled, ^nd when there was leaft inquiry and/leaft 
examination into their legality. Sir Cecil Wray had a very 
great majority over me; t began to gain upon my adverfary, 
not when thoiifands polled of a day, but when only a feW 
iundrcds, and lefs than a hundred polled on each day — at a 
• ^ time when t;here was fufficient leifure to fcrutinife the votes, 
and when the moft acute, the moft jealous and fhafp inquiry 
took place, as to the qualification of each voter, that was^ 
perhaps, ever praftifed in any court of huftings. . 

With a view to exculpate this High Bailiff, his deputy, 
' Mr. Gi'oj^n, related an incident which I (ball notice, and the 

exultation of the oppofite fide of the Houfe, at the time of 
^ that relation, renders that notice the more neceffary. It was , 
this -^ he afked a man which way the ftreet lay in which he 
lived, and the man faid it was that way, pointing his hand 
towards Drury Lane. ** I immediately fufpefted him, and 
** afterwards rejefted him," fays Mr. Grojan. Now, Sir, 
this ftory happens to be ftriftly true, and true to the confu* 
fion of thofe who relate it for the vindication of the High 
Bailiff., Were my eleftioh ;o depend upon the merits of a 
fingle vote^ I do not know that I Ihould prefer any other in- 
habitant of this great city before that very man then rejec- 
ted by Mr. Grojaii ; for in all Weftminfter there is not a bet- 
ter qualified^ a fcore undoubted legal voter, than that identi- 
cal perfon. And what is the fa£t, Sir ? That this honeft, ' 
ignorant man camejto poll with liquor, in his head, and (cm- 
barraiTed by the fcehe, by the fliouting, and by the manner 
perhaps of the queftion) made that abfurd reply. Thefc 
events. Sir, were not unfrequent at that huftings ; and when 
one xonfiders the facility of puzzling fuch men in all (Places, 
when one confiders that Mr. Grojan is not, of all men 
living) the moft embarraifed in the exercife of his duty, nor 
exaftly the moft anxious for the comments of by-ftanders 
upon his conduft, there is little wonder that honeft, unin- 
formed men, furrounded by thoufands, with half a dozen 
infpeftors plaguing them with different queftions at the fame 
moment, in the midft of noife and huzzaing, in that ftate of 

tiilarity, 
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hitat-ity, perhaps, which h too freq\ient at geo&rat ehdioni^ 
fhouM fometimes give a fooli(h, unconnefiod anfwer to fuch 
intCTrogatoiies as generally come from Mr. Grojaiu 

I underftand that a learned gentleman has faid, that he 
would have clofed the poll long before the High Bailiff pro- 
claimed his intention of doing fo. I do not meap to argue 
the l^ality of that pofition with the learned gentleman ; 
that the fa£t was exa^ly otherwife, is all that is neceflary for 
me to maintain. It is in evidence before you, that he did 
not clofe it until the 17'th of May, and then clofed it not 
from deficiency of voters, but for the exprcfs purpofe of* 
Enabling hifnfelf to make his return byjthe i8th, the day on 
which the writ was returnable. The firft, and the only no- 
tice I had of his intention to clofe the poll, was on the 
Tburfday preceding ; and I do confofs, and have always de* 
cUred, that my objcft was to continue the poll during the 
three intermediate days, that the High Bailiff may be obli- 
ged to affign this as his reafon, fince the zdi of clofin^ the 
poll was his own a£V. In this I hold myfelf perfe31y jufti- 
fiable : i— during thefe three days I confefs it was my wifh' 
to prottaft the poll ; but I folemnly deny that it was ever 
prolonged by me a fingte hour more ; and alfo deny, that 
up to the r3th Of May, I had any propofal or any offer that 
I could notice, for clofiog it. 

Attempts haV6 been made to prove, and that is the lad 
head of evidence I fhall touch upon, that infinuations came 
from us at a certain period of the poll, of demanding a fcru- 
tiny. That foroe of my friends might have expreffed that 
intention, is very probable ; but give me leav^e to fay. Sir, 
that if I had myfelf formally demanded it, there is no lule 
of law that warrants a conclufion againft me, on accomt of 
my own condu6t as a party. A thoufand, motives there may 
be %o juftify me in demanding of the High Bailifl^ that 
which it would be perfcftly right in him to refufe. If in, 
any cafe of litigation a Judge Ihould grant to one of the - 
parties whatever he wifhed, how could he ever come .to a 
juft decifion ? or who would ever be defeated, whatever may 
be the badnefs of his caufe ? . * . 

But, Sir,' has it been offered to you in proof, or is there 
a man that can fay, I ever did for one moment entertain the 
idea, much left cxprefs it, that a fcrutiny coul^ go .on after 
the day on which the writ was returnable. Sir, I do affure 
you, fo abfurd, fo prepofterous, fo pernicipus a thought, 
never once poffcffcd me. I had occafion very maturely to 

Voi. Xy. O confidcjc 
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eonfidcr this fubje^t the firft Wcftpainftcr ekffion. Lord 
Lincoln demahded a fcratiny, which the High Bailiff grant- 
ed, and which the noble Lord afterwards reiinquifhed^^ I 
remember to have inveftigated the matter then. I confufted 
the greateft dead and living authorities, the beft books, and 
the modjearned men in my circle; and the refult was, that 
the granting a fcrutiny before the feturn of the writ was le- 
gal, but no book, no lawyer, no roan, before this time, ever, 

:to my knowledge, maintained that a fcrutiny could be con- 
tinued, much lefs begun, after the day on which the writ 
was returnable^ , 

Theti, S^y my enemies, why did you exp^ft the High 
Batiliff to grant you a fcrdtiny, which you rouft know could 
not be finiflied before the 18th of May ? And at that I fee 
the gentlemen on tbe oppoiite bench (the Miniftry) exult a 
-little. But, Sir, it is a weak and childifti exultation. Do 
they .think, or, if they deceive themfelves, can they believe 
the Publip will think, that I could have been fp grpfs aa 
ideot as t6 fuppofe a fcrutiny of this eleftion could be over 
before the 1 8th, with the inftance of Vandeput and Trent- 
ham ftaring me in the face, where an unfinifhed fcrutiny 
lafted above five months. Can they imagine I could hope a 

I fcrutiny in this cafe, where upwards of three thoufadd voters 
polled more than at tbe contefted ek£tion of Vandeput and 
Trentham, could by any poffible means be over before the 
i8th ! Surely not. A tolerable knowledge of Mr. Thomas 
Corbett, the High Bailiff of Weftminflcr, gave me no ex- 
travagant hopes of fucccfs in ariy fcrutiny where he was to be 
the fole judge ; and therefore all I ever meant was, that an 
inquiry might take place previous to the i8th; which inqui- 
ry might enable us to form the train and order of the necef- 
fary evidence, that we might the better know how to difcover 
the different fpecies of bad votes^ and clafs, under their va- 
rious heads, thofc which were doubtful — thofe which were 
fufpefted — and thofe which were pofitively illegal ; and fo 
far to method ife, arrange, and fimplify the bufinefs, before 
the return, that we might^go on ih the Comnxittee, under 
Granville's bill, with the greater facility and expedition, 

•and with Tefs expence ; and this would have- been a material 
point of preparation for us. 

This, Sir, was all, I ever meant by a fcrutiny before Mr. 
Corbett, and all that any m^n of common fairnefs and libe'* 
rality cap fuppofc I meant, 

' A noble 
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A noble Lord over atgainft mc, (Loitl Mulgravc) in hit 
2eal to exculpate the High Bailiff, - charges me with liaving 
intiinidated him, and charges it upon the evidence of Mr. 
Grojan. That noble Lord, difdaining all regard to confif- 
teocy, whenever he thinks he can impute a fault to us, at 
the ikme moment that he alTerts the High Bailiff was intimi- 
dated, pronounces a flafliy panegyric upon the firmnefs and 
ratrepidity of the very mart he affirms to be thus terrified. 
But, Sir, the High Bailiff wa^ threatened — and how) 
,. Was it by threats of aiTaulting him ? Noi-Was it by hold- 
ing up the fear of danger to him, by mobs or riots'? No.—*, 
Was it by a menace of taking away his books, breaking the 
p^ceof the huftings, and interrupting him inthedifcharge 
of his duty ? No, no; but it was by warning him of th« 
confequences'of unjuft partialities, falfe or corrupt decifions^ 
\ It was by threatening him with legal, punifhment, if he did 
not make the law of the land the rule of his condu£l« Gro« 
jan tells you, that he believes thefe tkfeats fometimes induced 
• the High Bailiff to make deciiions in my favour, contrary 
to his judgement. Yet this is the man, whofe firmnefs an4 
intrepidity jthe npble Lord commends fo much, .and whom 
the Government of this country is ftraining every nerve to 
bear harmlefs through this unprecedented bufinefs. An 
officer, whofe deputy^, as a palliation of greater guilt, de-« 
fends, by fayii^ that he committed a palpable breach of his 
(luty, and only becaufe he is threatened with legal puniOi- 
ment, if he sl&s againft law ! Sir, for my own part, I be* 
lieve, there is a^ much fincerity in the noble Lord's pa- 
negyric, as there is veracity [n the Deputy Bailiff's infe- 
rence from thefe threats : alll wifh, however, is, that you 
would properly^ notice this fpecies of intimidation. It is 
an intimidation. Sir, the influence of which, I hope will 
reach every man, every magiftrate in this country, however 
fplendid his flation, however lifted up above his fellow-crea* 
tares in office or dignity .—To keep before his eyes the danger 
of a vicious, or a wanton breap h of the law of the land. Would 
to God this Houfe were in 91 capacity to become an objeft of 
thofe confequences^ which the verdift of a Jury would deter-" 
mine to follow a violation of the laws! With what content, 
with what confidence, (hould I fubmit my. caufe to fuch a 
tribunal 1 

Having now, Mr. Speaker, gone through the varicfu^ 
depofitions that have been made before you. Having from 
the evidence (hewn, that the alledged grounids of the High 

O a Bailiff'a 
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BailiiTs firft granting this fcrutiny, were the direft reverfe 
V of thofc he declares to this Houfe to have been hi# motives.—* 
Having (hewn that he was in habits oFclandeftinc intercothrfo 
with my opponents —- having (hewn that he. was in the con«- ' 
flant courfe of receiving ex paru information in an illicit and 
ihamcful fecrccy'—having fhewn that 'he pofitively and ion 
lemnly denied this feries of iniquitoos proceeding in the veftry, 
which he boldly avows at your bar — having mewn that the 
poll was as oauch a fcrntiny as any poll can poflibly be— «hav- 
ing explained my views in the event of my demanding a fcru« 
' tioy— "having defcribed the fpecics of intimidation ufed to this 

snan, and confirmed, that fo far from exculpating, it tends 
deeply to criminate hipi— having fhewn this, Sir, and fhewa 
it by the evidence which you have heard at your bar, I fhall 
conclude this part of my fubjcft, with fubmitting to every 
iman of honour and candour who hears me, whether he really 
thinks that the High Bailiff of Weflminfter excrcifed a found 
and honpfl: difcretion in granting a fcrutiny, foppofing, for 
argument fake^ that he aftually pofTeffed a legal power t&i 
grant it. 

The remainder of what I have to fay, fhall be direAed to 
prove that he had no fuch power, and to lay before you the 
, fatal efFe£ls of fuch a precedent, as the lofs of this queflion 
will afford. 

I am not a profef&onal man, and cannot ^ fuppofed to 
{jpeak with the information of profef&onal gehtlemeii upon a 
legal fubjeA; there are, however, general and fixed principles 
of-commoQ fenfe, which ferve to guide an unlearned man up- 
on a fubjeft of this kind. Four different ways occur to me, 
by which, in a cafe of doubt, the law may be difcovered and 
afcertaincd; firft of^ all I fhould look into the flatute book 
upon the table ; if upon fearching there I find an aft of Par- 
liament upon the point in difpute, doubt and conjefture ceafe 
at once, and all is clear and certain. But if there fhould be 
found no aft to regulate the cafe in queflion, I fhould then in 
the fecond place have recourfe to praftice and precedent, and 
inquire what has been done in fimilar cafes on fimilar occa- 
sions; in other words, I fhould try what is the common law. 
If 1 find praftice and precedent direft me, then eveiry thing 
is plain and eafy ; but if no flatute and no precedent fhould 
be found, by which I could fleer in this ambiguity, my next' 
obvious refort would be to legal analogies, to cafes, which, 
though not precifcly the fame in all points, are yet pcrfeftly 
fimilar in principle. If in this department of refearch I find 

any 
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any (6ing to direft me, there too, all will be fmooth, intelll* 
gible, and certain-««but if I find no poiitlve ftatute, nor pre« 
cedent, nor praSice at connmon law» and no legal analogy^ 
whereby I might flifcover the faft, there is then much diffi- 
tfilty indeed, but not an infurmountable one. Still I (hould 
make an effort, and my laft and fourth refort fhould be to the 
experience and underftandingofmanktnd—»tothofe arguments 
which common fcnfe fuggefts-— to fair concluftons deducible 
from fair reafoning, founded upon the immutable principlei 
of policy and expediency. 

Now, Sir, if fome of thefe various modes of defining th^ 
law ihould happen to favour me upon the prefent fubjeA^ 
aad that others (hould unfortunately militate againft me» 
ftiU I may be right in my portion, but'not with that fullnefi 
ef conviAion, that clearniefs of certainty that I might wifli* 
The cafe, however, is fo entirely otherwife, that I do yen* 
ture to affirm, and engage to prove to the fatisfaftion of every 
man capable of being fatisfied, that not only nothing in any 
of thefe different ways of attaining the fad, does operate in 
the flighted degree againft me, but that all and each concuf 
in fupporting me, and'demonftrating the illegality and vio- 
lence of my enemies in the prefent bufincfs. I do therefore 
affert, that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter, in granting this 
fcrotiny, has violated the law of the land, by the combined 
force aird teftimony of thefe four tefts : by the ftatutes — ^by 
the common law --by the analogies of law — by policy and 
expediency.— Firft as to the ftatutes : . , 

The aft of the loth and i ith of William III. * was made 
for the avowed purpofe of checking the blH conduft of return- 
ing officers* The preamble of the bill, and every claufe in 

♦ Extraft from 10 and 11 William III. c. 7. — For preventing 
abufes ia the return of writs of fummons for the calling and alTembling 
of any Parliament for th^ future, or writs for the choice of any new 
member to ferve in Parliament ; and to the end fuch writs may by tha 
proper officer or his deputy be duly returned and delivered to the Clerk 
of the Crown, to be by hini filed according to the ancient and legal 
courfe ; be it enafted by the King's Moft Excellent Majefty, by andL 
i*ith the advice and confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
Commons in Parliament affembled, and by- authority of the fame, that 
Ae Sheriff or other officer, having the «x^cution and return of any 
filch writ which fliall be iiTued for the future, Ihall, on or before the 
day that any future Parliament ihall be called to meet, and with alt 
CQuyenieAt expedition, not exceeding fourteen days after any ele£^ioti 

made 
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it, provci this to have been the objeft of enafting it. As th© 
part of It which relates, to returns is merely direftory, it i« ! 
grofs and abfurd to conflrue it in any other manner than 
that which makes it anfwer the evident purpofe for which it ; 
isenaded. It requires that the writs for any future Pariia* 
inent fhall be returned on or before the day that Parliament i 
h called to meet — that the return fhall be made to the Clerk 
of the Crown, which Clerk of the Crown is authorifcd to 
leceive fourfhillings (or every Knighr, and ^wo (hillings for 
every Burgefs. It impofes a penaky upon the SberiiF, if ht 
does not make his return on or before this day. 

Now obferve the conftruftion given by the oppofite fide of 
the Houfe to this plain intelligible ftatute. U is true, fay 
ibey, this aft i^ binding upon a Sheriff, but not at all upoa 
a Mayor or Bailiff. Why ? bccaufe'a Mayor or 3aitifFare not 
mentioned. True, they are not mentioned, and probably 
the aftion I fpoke of fom^ time ago, might not lie agaihft the 
High Bailiff^ not that he has not openly tradfgrefled the fpi- 
rit of the law, but becaufe the penal part of every flatute is 
^ to be conflrucd according to the ftrift letter of theaft ; but I 

fubrait to the Houfe, whether they ever heard fo low, fo 
irile, fo dirty a quibble— whether they ever h^ard fo bafe a 
pervcrfion of coinmoo fenfe, as to fup^fe the legiflature of 
this country^ to have been fuch a fet of idcots, fuch a herd of 
miferahl^ beings, as that in an. aft, made for the avowed^ and 
declared purpofe of correfting and puni filing the mifconduft 
of returning officers, they (liould have provided againflthe 
partialities, corruption, and roguery of Sheriffs, and have 
left the nation at th#mere mercy of Mayors and Bailiffs with- 
out reftrain't, redrefs, or punifhmcnt. This is the conftruc- 
tion put upon this aft by his Majefty's Miniilers, the patrons 

made by virtue of any new writ, either in perfon or by his deputy, 
make return of the fame to the Clerk of the Crown in the High Court 
of Chancery, to be by him filed ; and the Sheriff or other perfon mak- 
ing fuch return, fltall pay to the faid Clerk of the Crown the ancient . 
and lawful fees, of four {hillings and no more for every Knight of a 
Shire, ai>d two (hillings and no more for every Citizen^ Burgefs or 
Uparon ef the Cinque Ports, returned into the faid Court, to be by him 
fkM ; and the faid Sheriff or of&cer ihall by virtue of this a£k charge 
tlK-'fame to His Majefty, bis heirs or fncceffors, and have allowance 
thereof in his account in the Exchequer or elfewhere. 

Every Shoriff and other officer who ihall not make return according 
to the tiiK latent and meaning of this a£V;^ ihall forfeit five hundred 
pounds. 

of 
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of this High Bailiffy although they fee thofe exprefs word» ia 
the body of the aft— •< That the Clerk of the Crowo (hall 
*' receive at the time of thefe returns (which reti^ns muft 
*, be made on or before the day of the meeting of fuch new 
" Parliament) four (hillings for every Knight, and two 
" (hillings for every Burgefs.** Why mentK)n the Burgefs^ 
if that aft is not meant to compel the return of the writ, under 
which he is chofen ? Was there ever fuch an outrage upon 
common fcnfe, as to' maintain, although they fee the fee 
ftated for the Burgefs to pay ; though they fee the retum«xc- 
quired proceeding from the Sheriff *s precept to the Mayor 
or Bailiff; that the Mayor or Bailiff is hot obliged to make 
a return within the time prefcribed by the fame aS, that is, 

' on or before the day that the new Parliament (hall be called 
to meet? , ' 

But there is anothef point which defines the meaning of 
the legiflature to a certainty, and it is the exception in favour 
of ne^ writs upon vacancies. In that cafe, there is an obli- 
gation that the return be made within fourteen days after 
the eledion upon that vacancy. Is it con(iftcnt with reafon, 
or rather is it not making downright nonfenfe of this z&, to 

I fappofe that it fhould compe) a return within a certain time 
]Q cafes of vacancy ; but that upon a general eleftion, all 
Ihould lay at the mere will and pleafure of the returning of- 
ficcrs. Will the gentlemen urge the fame contemptible rca* 
foning here, and affert that the compuliion in this cafe only 
lefpeSs the returns of Knights of tke Sh're ? What ? that an 
aft (hould be made to prevent the coUufion 'and' knavery of 
returning officers, yet that it extends only to the preclufion of 
frauds in returninc; about one hundred, becawfc they are' 
Knights of the Shire, and leaves the remaining four hundred 
at the dilcretion of every Mayor or Bailiff? Sheriffs are in 
general of a much fuperior rank and charader to the other 
returning officers, yet the wittal caution the honourable in- 
terpreters of this ^Q, impute to the Englifh legiflature is, thnt . 
they guarded againft abufes from that ciafs of returning offi- 
cers, whofe fortune and fphere of life prefumed moft for their 
integrity ; and made no provifion whatever for the poffible 
mifcondu^t of that very defcription of returning officers, 
whofe (ituation gave the Icaft pledge or fecurity for honefl: 
tind uncorrupt cotiduft. ' 

If I am not rxii(laken,"this fpecies of ri^afoning carries ' V 
with it its own icf utatioa. 

_ . . / 

A noble % 
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A noble Lord over againft me (Lord MulgraTe)i has ad- 
vanced a lingular kind of argument indeed, touching th« 
intention of this zGt of King William. He has read toyott 
from the Journals an inftru<9;ion to the Comhiittee ap* 
pointed to bring it ih, which inftru£tion fuggefts to them 
|he introdu£tipn of a claufe to fecure the returns for cities 
• and boroughs within the fpecified time, and in a ftyle of 
inference peculiar to himfelf, he concludes, that as the ex- 
prefs words do not appear in the ftacute,. the leglilature ' 
never meant to include the returning officers of cities and 
boroughs. * . ^ 

Now I will take upon me to fay, that every other man in 
this country, (that noble Lord and thofe who concur witfe 
him in oppofition to my honourable friend's mbtion ex- 
cepted) capable of underftanding the fenfe of an a£k of 
Parliament, will draw* the diredl reverie of his conclulion 
from the non-ihfertion of that claufe. The fole view of 
this ftatute was to correft the abufes of returning officers. 
The inftruftion from the Houfe to the Committee proves, 
that the difeafe extended to Mayors and Bailifis, The 
< omiffion of that claufe therefore cfearly demonltrateSf that . 
the framers of the aft thought the fuggeftion fully compre* 
hended in the a£i: as it ftands, and that it would be mere 
tautology and needlefs repetition to be more explicit. What 
a miferable legiilature mull that be^ which in the aft of ap- 

, - plying a remedy to an acknowledged evil, creates ten timel 
a greater than that which it endeavours to cure. Thofe who 
made this law, were, in my opinion, good politicians, but 
they were evidently not good prophets — for they did not 
forefee tliat an hour would come, when men Ihould rife up, 
s^nd put fuch a conllruftion upon their labours, as marked 

^ them the moft defpicable fet ot drivellers that ever infultcd 

focijety under the appellation of law-makers. — » In a word, 
Sir, I contend that the ftatute of King William is decilively 
and compleatly with us. 

The 23d of Henry the VL is likewife with us, and do^s 
afford me a legal remedy -againft the High Bailiff, of which 
I lha,ll moft certainly avail myfelf. That aft authorifes the 
Sheriff to iffue his precepts to* the returning officers of cities 
and boroughs. It requires that they Ihall make a return to 
the Sheriff, and gives the. perfon chofen, and not returned^ 
an aftion, which m'uftbe brought within three months after 
the meeting of Parliament. From this it .is evident^ that 
the return of the writ, and of the precept proceeding from 
4 the 
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' the writ, muft be at one arid the fame time, viz. by the 
meeting of the Parliament For dtherwife, obferve what 
r>nk nonfenfc this ftatute would be. This mifcondiift of 
returning officers made it neceflTary to give a power of legal 
puniflimeiit to the party chofen and riot returned ^ TnsTt 
power is here given j but if we can fuppofc that the afit 
ioesiiot compel the return to be pofltively made by the 
meeting of Parliament, the penalty is all a farce ; for whd 
^11 make a return that will fubje£i him to a civil a£lion, if 
It be in his power to- avoid it ? Whether the return be triid • 
or falfe, therefore,, it is as clear as day-light, that fonle re- 
turn muft be made by the meeting of Parliament. For it is 
iafulting common fenfe, to fay that the man who incurs fl 
legal, penalty, (hall have a legal power of evading it— ^That 
is to fay, that a returning officpr may, of his own authority^ 
piolong his return until the three months pafs away, withixi 
which time alone the adion can commence for the punilh- 
ment of this grofs abufe. ' . 

' I have therefore. Sir, no difficulty in ifaying, and I am 
Confident €very fair man agrees in the truth of it, that thefe 
two afts, in their letter, as well as their fpirit, denionftrate^ 
that the High BaitifFof Weftminfter, in granting this fcru«i 
tiny, has pofirively broken the ftatute of the land. 

The fecond point to which I (hall advert in the artange- 
ihent of this argument is, the point of praftice, or what the 
common law is upon this occafion ; and the beft way t6 fliew 
that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter*s return is againft both 
the one and the other, is to obferve this faft — that ir> all the 
records of Parliament — in all the annals of eleftion, and in 
the hiftory of this cpuntry, a fingle precedent cannot b|c » 

found to juftify this extraordinary return. The nlain and 
evident drift of it was to deprive me of the benefit of Mr. 
Grenville's bill ; and to accomplifli this end, do but obferve 
how many obvious modes of return he pafTed by^ Had the 
Bailiff done his duty, and returned Lord Hood and roe. Sir 
Cecil Wray would not have been injured, for he would in- 
fl^ntly petition, and the merits of the -eleftion would, b^ 
tried by a Committee upon their oaths* Had the Bailiff, 
doubting, as he pretends, the legality of my majority, re* 
iurned, as he undoubtedly might have done. Lord Hooi and 
Sir Cecil "VV"ray, then I IhoUld have petitioned^ aUd one of 
jir. Grenville's Committees would have redreffed me. Had 
he returned Lord Hood alone, ftill it was cognisable hy 
Grenville's bill, A petition againft an undue retur^i would 
. Vol. XVi P ^ have 
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have been prcGented, and this Houfe infallibly prevented all | 
intcrfelrence in the matter, except in appointing the Com- , 
mittee* ^ Or if he had returned the three candidates^ the 

. ddubk return entitled it to a priority of hearing (upon that 
g;reat and fundamental maxim, that the firft objeft was to 
have the H^oufe complete,) and a Committee under Gren- 
ville's bill would inftantly have tried the merits of the re- * 
turn, and refcued the cafe from the prejudices and party in- 
fluence of the Houfe of- Commons.^ At all events, my fitting 
here' for Kirkwall rendered an immediate difcuffioh and de- . 
cifion upon the bufinefs indifpenfable, as petitions complain- 
ing of plursjlities of eleftion are always heard in order, next 
to double returns : thus you fee with what dexterity, this 

, bad be£n managed, , - 

This curious return had two views ; firft, to exclude mc 
from fitting for Weftmirtftef ; fecondly, to deprive me pf the 
advantage of Mr, Grenville's bill. And, Sir, does any man 
think this return was the fabrication ^of Mn Thomas Cbr- 
bett ? The party fpirit and perfonal rancour, fo vifible in * 
his defence before this- Houfe, confirm that he has all the 
difpofition, if' not all the ability, in the world to do me every 
n^ifchief ; yet I cannot be perfuaded, when I confider who 
they are that take the lead in his vindication before this 
Houfe, and when lobferve how very familiar they appear 
to be wi|h this hiftorical rettirn, (as my noble friend has 
well called it) that fo peculiar, fo ingenious, and fo original 
a fragment as this, could ever have been his fole produfl^ion. 
In a word. Sir, this curfed hiftorical return, this return uii- 
matched, arid unpiecedented in the hiftory^of Parliament, 
is the only fpedes.of return that could have robbed me and 
t^e ifidependent eleSors^ of Weftminfter of a fair hearing 
before that admix able judicature inftituted by Mr. Gren,- 
ville's biH.. ^ ^ 

A. learned gentleman who appears at your bar for the 
High Bailiff, iadmits that no inftance pf this kind ever hap- 
pened before ; and to induce the Houfe to fupport his client, 
he fays, it will never •happen again. How he comes to 
know that a line of conduft fo convenient to a Minifter, fo 
well fuitpd to thofe who have the power to opprefs, and a 
"difpofition to exert every power againft thofe they diflikfe, 
the learned gentleman himfelf heft knows; but furely, after 
fuch an admiflion, ^ to pray the fanftioh of this Houfe for an 
aft allowedly unprecedented, is fomewhat fingular. The 
learned gentleman's prophecy is furprifing, it is true ; but 

the 
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the argument drawn from ^at prophecy is ftill more for-> 
prifing. Grant"the fcrutiny, fays he, ih this cafe j but you 
certainly- never will do tlic like again. Perpetrate the moft 
grofs and glaring injuftice deliberately, for you will never 
commit a fimiiar outrage hereafter. A good underftanding, 
however, feems to prevail between thofe within and thofc 
outiide of the bar \ and the intimation of a learned gentle- 
man bver-againft me, of an intention to bring in a bill to re- 
gulate this matter in future, does, in a great meafure, ac- 
count for the predifUon of the High BailiiF's counfel, that 
this iniquitous precedent will be no example for future imi- 
tation. Now, Sir, I take the firft opportunity of declaring, 
that a bill declaring the law, after a decifion direfily con- 
trary to law, (hall be oppofed by me with all the faculties 
and force I am mafter of. This is no new principle with 
me. I have ever fet myfelf againft the affeftation of apply- 
ing a remedy upon erroneous dccifions fubverfive of law in 
fupreme courts of judicature. In the cafe of the determi- 
nation concerning general bonds of refignation of church- 
livings in the Houfe of Lords la(l year, a bill paft there, and 
was fent afterwards to this Houfe, "the purport of which 
was^ to* declare the law in that cafe, after a determination, 
which reverfed the Uniform current of decifions in Weft- 
minfter-Hall for a feries of ages *• Such a bill would have 
been moft fatal in its example, becaufe it would have taken 
away the only check, reftraint, and control, upop courts > 
of dernier appeal. It would take away the general' public 
inconvenience arifing from the falfe determinations of fupe- 
rior courts. I oppofed that bill, Sir, and oppofed it with 
fuccefs, for this Houfe reje£led it. I (hall oppofe the bill 
fuggcfted by the learned, gentleman upon the fame princi- 
ple, and ^very other bill of the fame tendency. For furc 
there cannot be a more barefaced violence of decency and 
juftice — ^ grofler mockery of the common feqfe of mankind^ 
than to authorize a fcrutiny, in diiefk oppofition to the 
whole tide of precedents, and exa£lly futverfive of pofitive 
law J becaufe you intend to bring in a bill toprevcnt the re- 
petion, in future time, of fp fcandalous and fliocking a pro- 
ceeding. 

An incident occurs to me, which will be |>roper to men- 
tion. A^uch difcuffion formerly took place upon this fubje£k 
of regulating fcrutinies, and efpecially at the time of the' 

* Gafe of Ffytchc and the Biibop of London* 

Pa Oxford- 
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Oxfprdfhire eleftion } (concerning which elcftjon I fliall pfe. 
fentiy trouble the Houie with a few. obfervatiotis.) Grea( 
pains and labour were en)ploye4 then, with a view to fram^ aa 
a6l of Parliament upon the fuhjeSt ; aiid a great man,, whofe 
riarhe 1 mention only in. the pureft ^efpeft and reverence for 
' - his charafter, (L<ord Mansfield) took an a<ftive part, ^nd gave 
the whole attention of his extenfiv^.and fhining talents^ to the 
bufihefs. Yet, after the moft deliberate and mature conside- 
ration of the lubj^iSl, even he abandoned it, in a defpaif qf 
heing able to accompliih any fyftem of management, from 
which many evils and vi^rious difadvantages, Impoflible to he 
remedied, might not flow. All attempts to regulate^fcruti- 
pies by a(9: of Parliament were then con fequently given up. 
The learned gentleman (Mr. Hardinge) will excufe me, if t 
' c;|nnot eafiiy believe that he wilt effeft that, which LorcJ 

Mansfield relinquilhed as imprafticjible ; and even this confi- 
jleration would be an additional motive with 'me in not haftily 
aflehting'to a bill, pf the pomple^ipn fuggefled by him to the 
]f-Ioul(^ upoji the prefent fubjedh 

[ have faid, th^t this bufiriefshad no prececjent in the annal^ 
of Parliament. The gentleitien on the other fide (the Mini- 
I ftry) do not attempt, becaufe they dare riot, to fhew that thi^ 
Iligh Bailiff is juftified hv any. , The only cafes they venture 
to touch upon are, the cafes of Oxford ancj Weftniinfter \ 
'and yet thefe two cafes are fundamentally and altogether 
againft them. CouI() they cite any inftances mofe ap^ofite, 
undoubtedly they would npver have alluded to thofe, which, 
tinder a hope of giving fome colour to the flatter m queftiorr, 
do abfc^lutely, pofitively, and fubftantially make againft 
them. If out of the mafs of precedejits I were to ch6ofe one, 
to prove the goflhefs of this procieedipg, I think it would lie 
jthe very G:^fe of Oxford flii re. The candidates who, at tha^ 
eledlion, were lowed on the poll, demanded a fcratiny, an4 
the Sheriff granted it. Every pne knows that the Sheriff car- 
ried his partialities for the lofing cancjidates, who demanded 
the Icrutihy, to the greateft lengths; yett, partjai as he was, 
and although his friends were ^intiinj/hing tl^ejr opponent's 
majority daily by the fcrutjny, he gave then^ nofipe that bis 
duty bpdnd hini' to ftop the fcrutiny, for the purpofe of mak-r 
ing his return on the day the writ was returnable : he accord^ 
ingly flopped it, and mtide his return. Jf this Sheriff, inte- 
refted as he was for thpfe who were gaining by the fcfutiny, 
conceiv<9d it poiTible, for him-to be fandion«4 by any, law or 
precedent fiY making 4 fpepial return, and going on with* the 
fcrutiny, would henpt have done fo > Ufldoubtedty he wpuld ; 
and the kind pf f^tum I^e made^ proves that he would* if be 
*^ *oSfhf 
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thought he might. Unwilling that thofe who were obnoxio^t 
to him iho«ld fit in th&Honl^, he returns all the four.candi"^ 
dates ; ai!^d this he does as the laft and greateft a<S of A-iendOiifk 
be could conferon his friends, previous to the extindion of 
his authority* viz. the return 6f the writ. I do not fay that , 
in ipaking this double return the Sheriff did right : but right 1 

or wrong, it proves thisr-^that all the fervice he could render 
bis friends he did. Does any one doubt that the two candi* 
dates, thus aided by the SherifF, and in the a£l of growing 
daily upon their adt^evfaries by the fcrutiny, would not prefer 
the partial, the kind and favouring tribunal of their deter* 
intned friend the Sheriff, to the tJoufe of Commons, had they 
fuppofed that any th,ing could juftify him in continuing th^ 
fcrutiny after the iheeting of Parliament ? But fo frighitui aqr 
idea was never cheriflied ; and they held theinfeives bound for 
ever in gratitude to the Sheriff, for having included them ii^ 
his return. An honourable gentleman, whom I fee m hit 
place, but who i believe neither fees nor hears me at this mo* 
pient, (Mr. Jenkinfon) knows full well that all I am ftating 
relatiVe to the Oxfordfhire elation is ftridily true. He can- 
pot eafiiy have forgotten the part he topk in that memorabin 
tranfadtion. He engaged eagerly in the conteft, and embarked . 
in that intereft, which I (hould certainly have embraqed^ had 
I been df an age to form an opinion, and to aft upon it. That 
bcmourable gentleman can atteft the veracity of this recital ^ 
but it were vain flattery, I fear, to hope that he will rife up 
tornight and vindicate, by his voice and his vote, thc^princi* 
pies df the cayfe be then fupported, and Which gained hii| 
friendtf the ebd^ion. . 

He muft remember that a long difcuffion took place in tWs 
Houfe, touching the right of a certi^i^n clafs of copyhold te- 
]sant«, who voted for thofe who had the majority upon the 
poll , and that the difqualification of this defcription of votcVs 
feated thofe in the Houfe who were loweft upon the V>oll and 
the fcrutiny And here 1 muft ohferve, what a. ftrong and 
unanfwer^ble confirmation of the point I am endeavouring tri 
eftabliih, fprings from a careful review of the Oxford f bird. ^ 
pafe. The caufe of the unfuccefsful candidates was pleadtd 
at the bat by one of the greateft charafters of that time, and 
one of the greateft ornaments of this, 1 mean Lord Caibderi, 
§ucm gratia hofiorU nomino, A q deft ton. was agitated to atcer- 
tain^a peculiar qualification, which bore the moft inaufpici- 
ous, and, as it afterwards proved, the moft fatal afpeft to* 
wards his clients. If any objeftion to determine the point .1 

gpon that ground could poil^blj^ |}e fupik)FtQd» i<^ any on^ 

. doubt 
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idoubt tliat his iogenuit^^nd penetration would not have di^* 
covered it ? Does any one doubt that he would have ^aforced 
that objection with all that- perfpicuity and fervor of elo- 

^ quence, which fo much charaSerize that nbble Lord ? But 

the idea of a SheriflF withhQlding a return, on account of a 
Scrutiny, never once occurred to him, nor to thofe who ma- 
naged it within the bar : Nor do I believe, until thi^ time, (to 
ianfwcr the' laudable purpofe of the prefent moment) did it ever 
enter into the head of any man as legal or pradticable. 

, , So much for the Oxfordfli ire cafe, which, I maintain,, goes 

4irkth us in all its points and principles. 

V With refpe6l to the Weftminfter cafe in 1749, a learned 
gentleman (Mr. Hardlngc) wl)o has fpoken with much liveii* 
ficfs, but without one word of legal argument, tells you, tlie 
fcrutiny then and the fcrutiny now are cafes exadtlv in 
point. In contradidion to that, I affirm, that not the leaft 
iimilitude fubfifts between them. In this cafe, the writ is 
'' ' returnable upon the i8th day of May; in that, no precife 
time is mentioned for the return ; and hereconfifts the whole 
difference. Every one knows that the eleAion of Trentham 
and Vandeput was upon a vacancy, in confequence of Lord 
. Trentham's accepting- a feat at the B(5ard of Admiralty. Uport 
a gfeneral>e;leftion, the King cjlls a Parliament for the difpatch 
of great and urgent affairs, and he calls it to meet upon a par- 
ticular day : now. Sir, bbferve, if there be no compuidon 
• vpon returning officers to make their returns by that exprefs 

V time, what is to become of thjB great and urgent afiairs. for 

the difpatch of which His Majefty calls a Parliament ? 

Can you reconcile for one moment, that the nation fhould 
be bound by laws, and burthehed with jtaxes to which they 
did hot cpnfent ; that the King ihould have no Parliament, 
and the People no reprefentatives, to difpatch the weighty and 
urgent affairs they are called to confider by a particular day, 
, only bfecaufe it is the whim, or fancy, or wickednefs, of a 

returning officer,' at his leifure, to keep them employed in the . 
long laborious buGnefs.of a fcrutiny ? But, during the exift- 
ence of Parliament, when a writ iffues upon a vacancy, ho 
particular day is oiimed for its return. A poll or a fcrutiny 
(which means only a continuation of the poll in another form) 
'may be carried on, becaufe it does not in the leaft infrmge up- 
on the exigency of the writ ; becaufe no particular time is 
xnentioped for the return, and becaufe His Majeft:y does not 
call uporr that individual reprefentative to come upon a precife 
day, for the difpatch of great and urgent afiiir« that affeft 
• bifi ..People, as upon a. general ele<9i ion. This, therefore, con- 
4 ftitutes 
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fiitutes th« diftin^ibn^ and it is a wide and a material diftinc- 
tipn — ^The grievance, from the abfence of one xep'refentattve 
is flight,^ and the bw, in that cafe, admits a. fcrutiny ; but in . 
the other cafe, to withhold the return beyond the time ap- 
• pointed, is infringing the exigency, and violating the teroit 
on which it was iSued; which are, that the Parliament inuft 
meet upon that exprefs day, for that exprefs purpofe. 

Why there fliould be this diftindiion — why the compulfion » 

of a return, by a fpecified period, (houldnot exift, as well in 
cafes of vacancy, as of general election, 15 not now the point 
indifpute. If it;be, as 1 think it is, a defeat, it only ferves 
to prove, that in the bell works of, human wifdom tnere are 
flaws and imperfections. Our aim is to find out what is tlie ^ 

law, not why it is the law ; and, from the whole, it is dear, 
that the High Bailiff of Weflminfter, in over-flepping this 
diflinflLon, and granting a fcrutiny to commence after the 
day of the general return, has broken every ilatutc that ap- 
pears upon this fubjeft in your books, and. gone in the face of 
every precedent that can be found in your Joiirnals. — [Mr. 
Fox faid a few words upon the Carnarvon cafe^ and upon 
fomething that fell from the Mafler of the Rolls upon it. . 
The Matter of the Rolls made a fhort obfervation.1 

The third ground, rtfumes Mr. Fox, upon which 'I AialF 
take up this fubje<5l, is upon that of the analogies of law ; a»d 
upon this I fhall detain the Houfe only with a few word$ ; apt 
only becaufe my ignorance of that profeffion difqjualifies md 
fi-ona treating the point; ftilly, but becaufe all that can be faid 
has been urged,'with the greateft force and efFe£b pofTible, by 
the learned gentlemen who appeared at your bar in my belialf; 
the proof of which is, that not a pofition they have advanced 
upon the legal analogies,- has been controverted by the learned 
gentlemen who pleaded for the High Bailiff without the bar, or, 
thbfe venerable Judges and Crown lawyers, who have at- 
tempted to defend him within the bar. Little, 'therefore, re- 
mains for me to fay j biit, little as T afiedl to have of infor- 
mation upon this, part of the fubjcdl, I have enough to kno,w^ 
that wherever the gentlemen on the other fide have attempted 
to affimilate this cafe with legal analogies, they have com- 
pletely and entirely failed. They ha ve^ Endeavoured to efta- 
blifli, that an officer may go on to execute theobjeiJl for which 
the writ was iffued from the Courts irr Weftminfter-Hall, 
even after, the day on which the writ is returnaUe, Yes, Sic, 
he niay go 011 ; but how ? Upon the authority .of the expired 
writ? — No, by no means. He goes on by a new power 
given him by that Court whence" the writ originally iffues* • 

to 
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to complete that which the premature expiration of his fifft 
coramiflion prevented his accomplifhing. la a ^ord, the court 
his the power of rendering effebtaal its own procefs, and there* 
fore grants a writ- of venditioni exponas^ where the SherifF has 
not been able to fell the goods levied under the firft writ*; and 
many other writs of dinferent titles, for the pufpofe of com- 
pleting that procefs the bourt has begun. But has any/man 
laid, that without a frefli authority, any Sheriff, or any o£B- . 
cen of any court of law, can proceed a fingle ftep under the 
lild writ, one fingle hour after the day named for its return ? 
I fay no. Sir. There is not one man, however ignorant in 
other th^ings, who does not know that all the authorities o£^ll 
writs are defun£t and e*tin6l on the day named for their re-« 
turn. It is admitted, that the court can grant a new power 

. to compleat its ownpr6cefs. Now, Sir, to fliew the gentle^ 
men on the other fide that they have not a flired of analogy to 
fupport tliem, 1 will fuppofe, for a moment, that the writ un- 
der which the High Bailiff carried on this f\e&\ony had been 
Jffued from this Coufft-s^wjiat writ, or what legal authority 
can you give him to finifh that which, he fays, is ftill de-^ 
pending ? None, I fay. Sir. A court of law can efi^uate 
its own procefs, by giving its officer a new power on the de^ 
niife of the old i but did you ever hear df one courtgranting 
, an authority to accomplifli the purpofe of a a writ iflued from. 

' another? Never. Such a thing was never heard of. And 
how ftands the fa6l here ; that the Court of Ghattcery iffues 
the writ, and the Houfe of Commons (another Cfourt) is to 
fend forth a freih writ, to finifti that which has not been 
firtiftied uYider the King's writ iffaing from Chancery, tM 
duration of which ceafed on the iSth of May. See the infi- 
nite abfurdity into which thefe poor attempts to make put 
analogies inVolve the fuppotters of the High Bailiff. Will 
they fay, though this Houfe cannot iffue a fupplemental 
power, the ufuil officer for iflaking out parliamentairy writs 
can; Try it. Sir, and you will puzzle all the writ-framers 
belonging to the Houfe : I Will venture to fajr, thait all the 
fkill 0f the Crown Office, and all the (kill of the Court of 
Chancery coittbined, will be at <a lofs m what (haoe or mode 
to frame an inftruriient fo exotic and hrdeous. I will not pu/h 

. this point farthet, fatisfied'that no jcandid man' cad hav^ :^fe^ 
ConA opinio\i upon the fubjedl ; and fliall conclude this part of 
thy fpeech With affirming, that the ftatutes, the precedents,' 
and'arfalogiesof law, affert and eftablifh. the truth of my ho- , 
OOttrable friend's motion ^ and that, by thofe three tefts, lam 

ckaily 
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alearly entitled to the judgement of this Hoafe againft tfatf 
condba of the High Bailiff of Weftminftef. 

The fourth arid laft ground of confideration, is upon that 
of expediency. Upon found fenfe, and general policy ; and 
here I fhall have as little trouble as uJ)ori the three former 
giounds to eftablifh every pofitioh, and to (hew the Houfe 
the iniquity of this proceeding. The condufi of this Bailiff 
not only violates the fpirit and letter of every law, biit abfo^ 
lutely, in to far, fubverts the main principles of the Britifh 
Conftitution. When the King calh a new Parliament, the 
£iir prefumption is^ that the * great ^nd urgent affairs,' for 
which he calls them togetherj demand their immediate de^ 
liberation. It is clear that our anceflofs Were extremely 
cautious, that nothing ihould prevent or obftruft their meet* 
ing; and, left returning officers ihould be inftrumerital td 
this obftru6lion, all the flatutes, and all the precedents that 
bear upon this mattef, confirm their jealoufy, and prove their 
diligence to guard againft abufes. The mifconduft of vetufri- 
ing officers, the facility of the evil, and the dangerous confe- 
quences refulting from it, were the evident and avowed caufe 
of making thofe laws which I have mentioned, and v^hich werd 
avowedly ihtended toreftrairi them. Let but the conduft of ' 
the High Bailiff of Weftminfter be fandkified this night by this 
Houfe, and I challenge the ingenuity of niankind to fhew a 
more effectual mode of putting the nation into the hands of 
returning officers. 

What fecurity caa any nwin have, that a Parliament fhalt 
meet when the King calls it, if you efbblilh this precedent ? 
An honourable friend of mine, who has this day fpoken for 
the firft time, (Sir James Erfkine) and who has exhibited a 
power of fancy, and -force of argument, that give a high pro-* 
mife of his making a fplendid figure in this Houfe, has faid^ 
it was poffible the Houfe of Commons of England might, up-* 
on the affembling of a new ^Parliament, be confined to the 
members from Scotland, where all fcrutinies precede eleftions^ 
and where the pofitivenefs of the law prevents the <?ommiiEon 
of thefe knaveries. Now, although the brilliant fancy of my 
honourable friend might, perhaps, have ftretched the poffibi* 
lity a little too far, is there a man who will engage, that this 
cafe once fandified, the example will not be followed to the 
inoft calamitous excefs? The exa£k number of 5f3 Englifh 
members might >not indeed be abfent lipoft the meeting of ^ 
|)ew Parliament ; but wrll any man fay Why ao, why. 60, 
why 100, nay, why loo,* might not, by the ignorance, by 
the caprice, by the folly, by the ftupidity, or (what is more 

Vol-. XV, QL • analogous 
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analogous to the cafe in queftion) by th^ bafenefs or treachery 
of ^returning officer, remain unreturned ? Here I rauft no- 
tice t^ie low, the little, the miferable allufions which are fo 
frequently made, by tliofe over-againft roe, to the place that 
did me the honour of fending me to Parliament ; but it is. a 
poor and ^ pitiful kind of triumph. Much as they may afie£k. 
to exult, nothing can be clearer than their difappointment up* 
on the Occafion, and the petition lately prefented againfl my 
feat for Kirkwall, proves their mortincation^p a certainty. 
And indeed it appears from the conduftof Government, that 
Scotland is the only place that could reti^rn me, as the fame 
ihamelefs perfecution would, no doubt, have followed' me in 
• any other place in England ; fortunately there was one part 
of the kingdom where their pppreffion could not profper, and 
from which their violence and injuftice could not exclude me. 
Sir^ I do really believe that the fupporters of this extraor- 
dinary bufipefs look but a fhort wav, and do not at all calcu- 
late or count upon its probable ef{e<^s. If there had not been 
an afl: of Parliament exprefsly to regulate fcrutinies ^in the 
city o( London, who can fay that, at this moment, when 
laws are to be made as ferious and interefting as any that ever 
pafled in this country ; when great and weighty impolltions 
fnuft be laid upon thie fubjeiSs ; when new and important re- 
gulations are to be entered upon, concerning the commerce, 
jhe credit, ^nd revenues of the nation — who can fay that at 
this time the capital of the country, fo deeply and uipremely 
interefted in all thefe objefls, might not be deprived of repre- 
fentation as well as the city of Weftminfter ? — But, Sir, I 
beg pardon — I am doing injuftice. The Sheriffs of London 
are too well acquainted with their duty, and too zealous for 
the honourable difcharge of it, to have been guilty of fo grots 
^n outrage upon the laws of the land, or lent themfelves to be 
the vile and fordid inftruments of fabafe a bufinefs. 

But the charaSer of an officer is a weak fecurity againft the 
^bufe of an office. Under men Jefs informed, ^nd lefs te- 
Uacious of their official reputation, who can fay (if ah exprefs 
^61 had not rendered it impoffible) that the pat 1:0ns of Sir 

, Cecil Wray, who are alfo the patrons of Mr. Atkinfon^ 
might not praftife the fame ftratagem in the city of London, 
and, by that manoeuvre, prevent the wiihes and the fentiments 
of the capital from being, declared in this Houfe, through the 

, con ft itutional organ of their reprefentatives? — They, Sir, I 
affirm, are^yreak and footifti men, raih and giddy politicians,, 
who by fupporting a meafur^ of this kind, become parties in a 
precedent, capable of producinjg; confequences which ftrike at 
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the fource and root of all legiflation. For it is the fundamen- 
tal maxim of our conftitntion, that the confent of the Prople 
by their reprefentatives is effential and indifpenfable to thofc 
laws that are to govern them. ' 

•Upoii this, howevfer,' a curious fortof reafoning is adopted, . 
and a noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) fees no evil in a defeft of 
reprefentatives for Weftminfter, as it is virtually reprefented 
by thofe who fit here for other places. In the principle that 
every member is bound to the common intereft of all, I cer- 
tainly do agree, but I beg leave to fet myfelf wholly agairift 
the general argument of virtual reprefentatipn. We have too 
much of virtual, and too little of real reprefentation in this 
Houfe ; aiid to the prefent hour I never heard, that the nidft 
determined enemy to a parliamentary reform ever urged, that 
the virtual repreferitation of the country was fo complete a 
fubftitute for real reprefentation, as to deem it wife and falu- . 
tary upon flight oc6afions, or upon any occafion to leflen that 
which is already much too little. The whole tide of reafon- * 
ing has, on the contrary, run in the other channel, and the 
great argument for a parliamentary reform, has been founded 
upon this vdry defedt of real reprefehtatiori, which the noble 
Lord over-againft me is fo zealous to diminifh. As the ho* 
Incurable gentleman near him, however, (Mr. Pitt) is the pro- 
fcfled friend of that reform in the reprefentation of the people 
of this country, which I have in common with him fo long 
laboured in vain to accomplifh ; I fliall hope to fee him ftating ^ , 
this very cafe of Weftminfter, to induce the Houfe to adopt 
the motion which will be made upon that fubje<ft, by my 
honourable ffiend (Mr. Sawbridge) in a few days. Of the 
profperity of that motion, I now entertain real confidence, the 
boafted power in this Houfe of the right honourable gentle- 
man infures fuccefs t;o any. meafure he abets. No queftion 
therefore can be entertained of attaining it, tf the honourable 
gentleman is ferious upon the fubje6t ; for furely the People 
of England can never be perfuaded, that the majority which 
fupported the Minifter in vindicating a direcft violation 
of the law of the land, in the perfon of Mr. Corbett, 
could have failed him in endeavouring to efFe£l: an objedt fo 
long looked for, fo loudly called for, and fo eflentially necef- 
fary to the fecurity of the conflitution and the gooa of the 
nation, a»a reform in the palpably defedlivereprefentation of 
the People in this Hoiife; 

The fame noble Lord attempts to ftrengtheni his caufe wit6 

a fpecies of argument ftill more extraordinary, if poffible, 

Chan the former, although of nearly the fame nature. He 

Q^% , tells 
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tells you that reprefepting Weftmmfter h^s been a mere naval 
hphour ; and softer flating the choice of Lord Rodney when on 
fpveign fervice, Iea<}§ you to jbis inference, fhat theeledors 
of \Vefl:minfter are wholly unfolicitous whether they are re- 
pre^nted or not. This is rating the eh&ots of Weftminfter 
' ^t a low ei^imate indeed ; but 1, Sir* who know them better 
than the noble Lord, deny that they are fo infenQble to the 
Meflings of thef ritifh conftitution as his argument pretetids. 
The eleflois of Weftminfter have refcued themfelves from 
this in^putation^ Sir, they 4re ferioufly anxio,us to be repre, . 
feqted, and ithey tell you fo. But I remember, when abfence 
was deemed a difqualification for naval officers upon a Weft- 
minfter ele6l;ion. J remember when Lord Hood w^s in the 
zenith of his fame, that a perfoh now in my eye (Lprd M ahon) 
vrged his abfence to the eledtors, a$ a ground of rejedioh, and 
, advifed then) to prefer Sir Cecil Wray, who was prcfent 
mid able to reprefent (hem, to Lord Hood who was abfent and 
unable, This, though npt my argument (whofe opinion is 
uniformly, Xhat all eledlors of all places ftiould ele^ tlie men 
of their choice) was tl^e exaft argument of the prefent fup^ 
porters of Lord Hood, in favour of that of Sir Cecil Wray, 
who then oppofed him, hut who now (in his enmity to anv 
junftion after paft opposition, in hrs utter abhorrence of all 
>:oalitions) is hnked with that very Lord Hood in ties of 
friendthip and good faith, which h^ certainly never will 
violate. ' 

- Efforts, Sir, have been made to jBxplain the aft of George IL 
, to the exculpation of this High Bailiff; and his fuppqrters 

^fftSt to juftify him uppn his declared difficulty in making up . 
his confcience. Why, Sir, the very adk they attempt to 
ihield him under, is his ftrongeft condemnation. The oath 
jmpofed in that a(^, only binds hin^ to decide to the beft of 
his judgement by a limited time. .Lives there one man who 
ihall f^y, this man would have incurred the penalties of per* 
jury, if he had returned the m^uority upon the poll? Lives 
there oms ipan, who thinks the difquietude of his confcience 
alone proibpted hiq:i to make the return he has made, whea 
they muft fee a thoufand inftances every day of decifions of 
confcience, in cafes a thoufand times more ambiguous and 
folemn ? I will aik the Houfe, whether this High Bailiff has ' 
appeared to them, in the courfe pf this bufinefs, fo fpotlefs^ 
fo immaculate, fo confiftent, as to induce them to give him 
predit for a delicacy of nerve, and a tendernefs of fcruple, be- 
yond any other man living ? Every perfon in the exeicife of a 
ji;4icia,l fundion^ ftands precifel^ in his predicaxpent. Whaf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A. 1784* DEBATES. ' 117 

ftdold become of us, if a judge were for ever to delay jufticfe 
\mtil he could make up his confcience to the minuteft poitit of 
precife accuracy upon every doubt ? There are few cafes upon 
which a man cannot form fome opinion ; all that is required 
here is, to form th^ beft opinion he can, and if feven weeks 
did not aflFord the High Bailiff time enough to determine, it 
is furely hard with tbofe who are obliged to decide almoft im« 
mediately in the moft important interefts of humanity. My 
hcnouraDle friend who made this motion, with that weight 
mi wiiflom that accompany all his obfervations, has adverted 
to the cafe of jurors. Have you then patience at this maa*s 
pretence of confcience, when you refie£l that twelve meo 
QUift all concur before they go out of court, in a judgement, 
which perhaps configns a fellow-creature to an ignominious 
death ; the cafe may be doubtful too, and they itiuft all con- 
cur in a few hours at moft. 

It is unneceflary to puih this point farther. I appeal to the 
Houfe. There are feelings which even party prejudices can- 
Qot difpofiefs us of. We owe to each other a certain candour ; 
4nd, I am fure, I ihould be thoroughly fatisfied to put this 
matter to the private anfwer of any man who hears me; if I 
were only to afk him, upon his honour as a gentleman. 
Whether he really believes the return of this High Bailiff is 
an aft of confcience ? And whether bethinks, if I flood in Sir 
Cecil Wray's place, and he had my majority, that we fliould 
ever have heard of this man^s difficulty in giving judgement ; , 
or ever been infulted with this mockery of his fcruples ? 

To /hew, in another ftriking point of view, that this fcru- 
tiny is againft the law, let the Houfe refleft, for a moment, 
upon its utter inefficacy to, enable the High Bailiff to form a 
' jiidgement ; as that is the pretended caufe of it. What means 
has he of exploring tbofe things which he now affefts to en- 
tertain doubts upon ? He can command no witnefs ; he can 
compel no appearance ; he has no legal authority of penetrat- 
ing the obfcurity of any faft like other Judges ; he can admi- 
nifter no oath ; he can impart no remedy to the party aggrieved, 
. by fo tedious and vexatious a procefs ; he can award no cofts ; 
he can try no offence that occurs in the eixecution of this im- 
portant duty ; he is governed by no precedents; he is bound 
by no deciuons ; what he affirms to-day, he may deny to- 
morrow; he has, in a word, all the means of doing injuftice, 
and no one power or competent faculty to do juftice. Yet to 
this fpecies of tribunal is this Houfe going (in violation of law 
V4 pra^ipe) to fend me ^^nd my caufe, on purpofe to evade 

, one 
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one which is fully adequate, effeflrive, and vigorous; I ircan^ a 
Committee under Gi-enville's bill. ' 

, A noble Lord cxpreffes his fufpicions of the finceritv trf 
niy praifes of GreiivUle'^ bill, and fays^' he imagines tncre 
is * a fnake in the grafs 5' it is moft true, that I have had 
my doubts upon the feffefts of thsit bill, when it firft pafled 
^ into a law ; but^ Sir, it is exerting the worft tyranny updn' 
the undcrftanding of men, if they aire to be for ever con^ 
demned for having entertained doubts upon a fubjeS purely 
theoretical. Extirift is every idea of freedom, and loft is 
the boafted liberty of debate^ and the fpi rit of free-thirifciftg 
in this country, if men are to be debarred from profiting by 
pradlice, ahd chornging opinion upon the eonviftion of ex- 
periment. All I can fay, Sir, is, that the many faliitary 
effeas of that bill have I6ng fince completely converted 
me ; and I do aflure you, in great fincerity, that rio min 
living reveres and loiFes it niore than I do., There can be 
no ftronger proof of its. fuperior excellence, than that the 
' ^ evafion of it is the only poffible mreans by \;(rhich his M^jeJfly*^ 
.Miriifters could pei^etratc this grofs a6t of injuftice- Tlie 
rtoft irifaWible of all tefts, the teft^of repeated prai£tice, aif- 
' ferts its virtues 5 afftd my attachment to it is not a little in- 
c^eafed, for that it refembles that ineftimable right, one of 
the few'*" that Englifhmcn have yet to boaft — the trial by 
^ury. Oh, that it were, poffible to mould this Houfe into 
the fize and charafter of a Jury — of twelve men a£ting, in- 
deed, upon conference, and fwom upon oath, to give a tmq 
verdifl according to" evidence ! How eafy fhould I feel con- 
cerning the iffue' of this difcuffioh ! ' * . 

In addition to all tiiefe arguments, will the Houfe reflect 
that this fcrutiny is not final in deciding the right of ^ting 
li^re ? Will tkey refleft, that after aU the wafte of timCjj af- 
f^r all til e expence, alt the labour, all the fatigue, w^ich 
are indifpenfable upon it, its termination (whenever it may 
happen) is biit the cortimencement of another procefs, before 
^ judicature capable and competent to adminifter jufticc^ 
• tvith a new feries of expence, and labour, and fatigue, 

^hd who can tell us when this fcrutiny fhall conclude ? 
'i'he granting it is not more illegal amd oppreffive, than the 
duration is uncertain ana indefinite : Who can promifc 
when fuch a confcience as Corbett's will be quieted h And 
who will venture to fay, that after one, two, three,^ or fea 
years inveftigation, the High- Bailiff *6 confcience may not be 
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9% unfatisiicd, even upon the fcrutiny, as it appears at this, 
'moment, after a feven week's poll ? 

« But," lay the fiipporters. of the High Bailiff, « this Houfc 
** will take care that there is no vexatious dejay in the bu- 
'' finefs, and ^iH from time to time call upon him for ^ 
** return, or for the caufe that may prevent his making - 

•^* one.**— I undcrftand that argument perfeftly well, Sir j 
and ijt is of itfelf fufficient to fliew the groflhefs of this pro* 
ceeding, Whep the Bailiff will be called on to make k re- 
turn, and when he will, obey that call, can be very eafily 

' f:onceived indeed. If it were poffible for this man, in the 
po^rfe of this fcrutiny, to ftrike off from my numbers fo 
ja^nj as would place Sir Cecil Wray on the head of the 
poll, J have hot the fmall^^ doubt that all delays fubfequent 
to fijfcb an event would Appear juft as frivolous, as vexatious 
and pppreffiye, to the gentlemen on the oppofite bench (the 
Miijiftry) and to the High Baijiff *s confcience, as the whole 
jproceeding now, appears to me, and to the injured eledlors 
of Weftminfter. Upon all the confiderations, therefore, 
that I have mentioned — the inordinate expence ; the ineffi- 
cacy of the tribunal 5 the-obvious neceffity of afterwards re-' 
ibrting to a more adequate and competent judicature ; the 
certainty that this precedent will be the fource of future op- 
preffiohs ; the dangerous example of it to other returning 
officers, who, under the faniiion of this cafe, can give full 
fcope to their partialities, their caprices, and corruptions ; 
the circumftancc of depriving fo- great and refpeftable ^ 
body of men of their reprefentation in this Houfe j the re-. ^ 

cognizing that dreadful doftrine, that a King may be with^ 
out a Parliament, and the jieople without reprefentation, at 
the mqre will and bare difcretion of any Jow, mean, igno-^ 
rant, bafe, and wretched being, who may happen to be a 

f returning officer j firom all thefe confiderations, therefore, I 
am convinced, and I hope I have convinced this Houfe, 
that if no ftatute could be found upon the fubjeft, that if 
the common law were filent, and that legal analogies gave 
no light upon the fubjeft, even upon the grounds of com-? 
mou-fenfe and expediency, the law is clear and intelligible. 
But when all thefe concur to define and to decide the law j 
when pofitive ftatutes, when pra£lice and precedents, when 
the analogies of law, and tne arguments of expediency, 
Jounded upon the immutable principles of wifdom, reafon, 
^nd found policy, all combine and unite to eftablifh and 
to affert it, can I have any fear to fay that this motion 

ought 
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bught to pafs, and that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter, 
inftead of being permitted to proceed with this fCrutiny, 
ihould inftantly make a return of members for the city of 
Weftminfter? 

Some gentlemen have argued, ihat this motion does nof 
agree with the prayer of the petition : let it be recollefted. 
Sir, that the petition was; prefented by mc with a view of 
Jts being referred to a Committee — [here the Minifter gave 
a token acrofs the houfe, as if to deny the hSty — Really, 
Sir, if there is not enough of candour to admit this aflertion 
» without being explained, there feems but little chance, of a 
fair heapng, or of a fair conftruftion, upon points much 
more material. I again declare it tiras prefented for the 
purppfe I have defcribed. A majority of this Houfe decided, 
that the petition was not cognizable by Mr. Grenville's 
bill *, and it was upon a fuggeftion from the other fide of 
the Houfe, that I prefented it the fame day to fave time, 
and prayed that counfel might be heard at the bal* in favour 
of it. *Thc fole objeft of that petition was, that this Houfe 
might order fuch a return, as would come under the jurif- 
kiiftion of a Committee j the motion before you goes prc- 
cifcly to the fame point, and to no other. 

To that argument, if it deferves the name of argument,, 
that we, arc inconfiftent in defiring the High Bailiff to 
make a return, when we contend |:hat all his authority 
under that writ is comple'atly defunfl: ; it is almoft unne- 
ceflary to reply, becaufe it evidently defeats itfelf. In 
contending that the High Badliff was fundus ojffkio on the 
1 8th of May, we are fortified by lawj and, in defiring he 
would make fome return, we^are'joxftified by precedent. 

We contend, and contend with truth, that the writ, 
. under which the High Bailiff carried on the ele£bion, being 
returnable on the i8th of May, on that very day deprived 
the Bailiff of all judicial authority, and divefted him of 
all legal power under that writ. To proceed with a fcru- 
tiny is a great aft of authority ; . to tell us who have in his 
I . opinion the majority of legal votes, is not. That this I^oufe 

fhould order a Returning officer to commence a fcrutiny fe- 
v6ral days after the pofitive day on which his writ was re- 
turnable, cannot be parallelled by a fingle cafe in all the 
hiftory of Parliament — That it (hould order i returning 
officer, who tells you he proceeded to an ele£}:ibn, carried on 
a poll for a Sufficient time, and that he tbea dofed that 
\ poll 
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poll of his own authority, to make a return, has happened 
again and again. We do "tiot^defire him to exercife any 
jurxfdidion under that writ now, we only delire him to ac« 
quaint us with the fruits of the jurifdi£lion which he hat 
ezercifed under it. I have done fo and fo, fays the High 
Bailiff —-Tell us what you mean, is all we fay. *< I have^ 
<< on fuch a day, proceeded to an cledion, fays he, I have 
*^ carried on a poll for forty days ; I have, on the day be<» 
** fore the return of the writ, clofed that poll of my owjd 
" authority," — ^11 this we underftand^ in all this yott 
did your duty; only tell us who are the candidates chofen 
upon this long poll ? We do not mean to fay you have at 
prefent any authority to do any thing under that writ i all 
we want to know is, what you have done when you had 
authority under it ? Let the Houfe reflet upon this fair and 
reafonable diftin£tion, and they will fee the pattrinefs of 
thofe quibbles, the mifery of thofe low fubterfuges, which 
imply that we would bring ** a dead man to life," and 
which imply an incohfiftency between the motion and the 
arguments advanced in fupport of it. 

What, I beg leave to aik, has appeared to the Houfe ex* 
traordinary or uncommon in the eledion for Weftminfter, 
that juftines this matchlefs violence? In all the variety of 
evidence they have heard at the bar, has there been a proof 
of one fingle bad vote on my fide? Not one$ but there 
was much hcarfay that I had bad votes: Sir Cecil Wray, 
and his agents told the High Bailiff they heard I had! — 
Good God, Sir, am I addrd&ng men of common fenfe i 
Did any of you ever yet hear of an elediion, wherein the 
lofing candidate did not charge bad votes and bad praflices 
upon the fortunate candidate ? Peeviihnefs upon mifcar* 
riage is perhaps an error, but it is the habit of human na- 
ture ) and, was the High Bailiff fo unhacknied in the ways 
of men, as to be unapprtfed of this frailty; or, are the dif- 
contents of Sir Cecil Wray, and the loofe accufations of 
his agents, the extraordinary things which the Houfe fees 
in the Weftminfter eledkion to juftify this proceeding ? Is 
the length of the eledion one of tnefe uncommon inci- 
dents ? By no means. The fame thing happened at Briftol^ 
where, without doubt, a fcrutiny had been granted, if the 
returning officer thought the law would bear him out in it. 
The fame thing happened at Lancafter, where a fcrutiny 
was demanded and refufedj and where^ when the con« 
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tie£%ions of one *^ of the candidates are confidered, ne 
doubt can be entertained, that every ftratagem to procraf- 
tinate,' every fcheme to perplex, every expedient to harrafs^ 
all that a difpofition, not the mildefl: when vi£torious, ner 
the moft^patient when vanquiflied, all that wealth, all that 
the wantonnefs of wealth could do, would have been ex- 
erted ; and where a plkn (0 admirably calculated for litiga- 
tion, for vexation, for expence, for oppreffion, as a fcru- 
tiny, would not have been omitted, were it found legal or 
- prafticable.. 

Let the Houfe rcflc£l for a moment upon the facility 
of a coUufion in a cafe of this fort; to keep a candidate 
from his feat, whofe right to it is clear, unqueftioned, and 
unqueflionable. Suppofe that not one (ingle ^ad vote had 
been given foi: Lord Hood in the late eledlion, and that 
the noble Lord were not (he heft knows why) refigned and- 
cafy under this proceeding ; what could be more hard and 
cruel than his fituation ? Does not the Houfe fee that Mi* 
nifters will be enabled by this njycedent, to exclude an ob«» 
noxious candidate for -an. HWefinite fpace of time, even 
jthough his majority be the mod undoubted poffible, and 
his eleftion the faireft in the world ? It is only for the lofing 
candidate to demand, and for the returning officer to grant 
'Vi fcrutiny. Thefe are fome of the evils that prefent them- 
felves upon the recognition of this -praf^ice, as right and 
legal — For my part, I fee nothing in the late election for - 
Wcftminftcr peculiar and diftinS from many other elec- 
tions, but this fingly-*- that I ^as one of the candidates-^ 
In that light it b already fcen by every cool, difpaili^Qnate, 
and fenfible man; and that the whole nation will Contem- 
plate and conftrue the bufinefs of this night as an aft of 
perfonal oppreffion, I am thoroughly convinced v nor can 
they think otherwife, when they learn, that in all the law 
books of this country, in all your Journals, in all'the hif- 
tories of Parliament^ in all the annals of eledions, in this 
great land of elcftions, where,* from tim« to time, all 
that power, all that ingenuity, all that opulence could de- 
vife or execute, has been tried in eleftiqns — where, in the 
vail mafs of cafes that have happened, in all the mul- 
tiplied variety of Angular and curious dontefts we read and 
hear of, nothing is found that affimilatcs with, or autho- 

♦ Mr. Lowthcr the nephew of Sir James Lfrnther, juft then 
' created £arl of Lonfdale* 
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rifcs this fcrutiny, under thcfc circumftanccs — not even 
by the woFft of men, in the worft of times. 
' Sir, I will acquit the honourable gentleman over againft 
me (Mr. Pitt) of being the author, or of being a volun— - 
tary inflrument in this vile affair ; and in that cbnccflion. 
Sir, I do not give him n\uch — it is but crediting him for 
a little common fenfe indeed, when I fuppofe that, front 
a regard to that Government of which he is the nominal 
leader, from a regard to his own chara£ter with the world 
at this time, and his reputation with pofterity, he adJs 
his part in this buiinefs not without concern. That be 
may be accufable of too fervile \ compliance is probable 
enough ; but of a free agency in it I believe he is guiltlefs. 
Not to. him, Sir^ but to its true caufe, do 1 attribute this 
ihameful attack ;- to that black, that obftinate, tfaatftupid 
fpirit, which by fome ftrange infiatuation perv^es, and 
has pervaded the councils ofHhis country, throughdut the 
whole courfe of this unfortunate and.ctllamitous reign — 
to that weak, that fatal, that damnable fyftehi^ which has 
been the caufe of all our difgraces, and all oiir miferies — - 
to thofe fecret advifers, who hate with rancour, and re- 
venge' with cruelty— To thofe malignant men, whofe cha» 
rafter it is, to harrafs the objeft of their enmity with a 
. relentlefs and infatiate fpirit of revenge ; to thofe, Sir, and 
not to the honourable gentleman, do I impute this unex- 
ampled perfccution. 

Having faid fo much as to the real authors of this mea- 
fure, there remains another Confideration with which I am 
defirous to imprefs the Houfe ; it is<.a confideration, how-% 
ever, which in policy I ought to conceal, becaufe it will 
be an additional incitement to my enemies to proceed in 
their career with vigour ; but it will, neverthelefs, (hew 
the extreme oppreffioh and glaring impolicy of this fcrutiny 
^ mean,, the confideration of expence. " 

I have had a variety of calculations made upon the 
fttbjcft of this fcrutiny, and the loweft of all the eftimates 
is i8,oool. this, Sir, is a ferious and an alarming confi- 
deration. But I know, it may be faid (and with a pit;ifur 
triumph it perhaps wiU be faid) that this is no injury tame, 
in as much as I ihall bear but a fmall part of the burthen-— 
But this. Sir, is to me, the bittereft of all reflexions. 

Affluence is, on many accounts, an enviable ftate ; but 
if ever my mind languiihed for, and fought that fituatlon, 
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it is upon this occafion ; it is to find^ that, when I can bear 
but a fmall part of this enormous load of wanton expendi** * 
ture, the misfortune of my being obnoxious to bad men in 
high authority (hould extend beyond myfelf } it is, when I 
find, thaf thofe ftiends whom I refpeftior their generofity, 
wliom I value for their virtues, whom I love for their at- 
tachment to me, and thofe fpirited conftituents to whom 
I am bound by e^fery tie of obligation, by every feeling of 
gratitude, fliould, bcfides the great and important injury 
^ they receive, in having no repfefentation in the popular 
Legiflature of this country, be forced into a wicked wafte 
of idle and fruitlefs cofts, only becaufe they are too kind, 
too partial to me. This, Sir, is their crime, and for their 
adherence to their political principles^ and their perfonal 
predile£lion for me, they are to be punifhed with theic 
complicated hardihips. ' 

Thefe, Sir, are fad and fevcre reflexions 5 and although 
I am convinced they will infufe frcfli courage into my ene- 
mies, and animate them the more to carry every enmity to 
the mod vexatious and vindiftivc extremity, ftill it fliews 
the wickednefs of this fcriitinv, and the fatality of its 
effects as an example for future Minifters. 

Little remains for me now to fay upon. this fubjed) 
and I am fure I am unwilling to trefpafs more upon the 
Houfe than is barely neceflary. I cannot, however, omit, 
to make an obfervation upon an argument of two learned 
gentlemen (the Lord Advocate and Mr. Hardinge) who 
concluded two very fingular fpeeches with this very Angular 
pofition-— That the Houfe had oilly to chufe between iflu- 
ing a new wiit, or ordering the fcrutiny i that in its lenity 
it might adopt the latter method — • but that their opinion 
was, for ifluing ^ new writ* Now, Sir, if I, who think 
the old writ totally annihilated ; who think that its powers 
and authorities have beenxompletely extin£^ (ince the i8th 
of May, had delivered fuch ah opinion, there would have 
been nothing in it inconiiftent; and I fliould certainly be 
for ilTuing a new writ in preferehce to a fcrutiny, if the law, 
the reafon of the thing, and pradice of Parliament did not 
convince me, that the High Bailiff having iinifhed the 
ele<£lion on the .17th, might mal^e a return as of that 
day. But for the learned gentlemen who contend, that 
the old writ is ftill in full vigour and force ; who think 
that the High Bailiff has adled conftitutionally and legally, 
and that a fcrutiny may go on after the return of the writ— 

for 
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for tfaofe gentlemen to aflert, that ifluing a new one would 
be the fitter meafure, is indeed extraordinary. But, Sir, 
agaiaft that pofition, that the Houfe might order the fcru- 
tinj to proceed, as a meafure of lenity, I beg leave Aitt&W 
to oppofe mvfelf ! I beg leave to deprecate fuch lenity, fucn 
oppreffive, luch cruel lenity ! 

To iflue a new writ is a fevcre injuftice, and a great 
hardlhip ; but if I am forced to the alternative, if I am 
driven to the necefiity of chufing between two evils, I do 
implore the Houfe rather to iflue a new writ, than to order 
this fcrutiny. Nothing can poffibly be half fo injurious, 
half fo hurthenfome, half fo vexatious to me, and to my 
friends, as this fcrutiny; and it is evidently incflTeflual, as 
it cannot be fuppofed, that I fliould finally fubmic to the 
decifion of a tribunal from which I have fo little juftice to 
expe£t There is nothing, I aflure the Houfe, to which 
I fliould not rather refort, than to the confcience of Mr. 
Thomas Corbett ; upon whom, I do not expe£i, that the 
tranflation of the fcene fromCovent Garden to St. Ann's, or 
proceeding upon a fcrutiny inftead of a poll, will operate 
fuch converfions, its to give me any hope of his difplaying 
any other chara^ety or appearing in any other light, than 
ihat in which I have feen him upon many occafions 
ia his official capacity. Therefore, Sir, if it be only the 
alternative, I beg that the ifluing a new writ may be the 
alternative you will adopt. In that cafe, I aflure the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) that I fliall immediately ap* 
ply to him for one of the Chilte^'n Hundreds to vacate my 
feat for Kirkwall, an4 inftantly throw myfelf, as my only 
chance for the honour of fitting in this Houfe, upon the 
good opinion of the eleftors of Weftminftcr ; who, in a 
feafon of phrenzy and general delufionj who, when artifice, 
fallacy and impofture prevailed but too fuccefsfully in 
other parts of the country, difcovered a fagacitv, -a nrm* 
ncfs and a fteadincfs, fupcrior to the effeSs ot a vulgar 
and filly clamour} and who, upoii the very fpot, the very 
fcene of a£lion, manifefted that they underftood and de^ 
fpifed the hypocrify, the fraud and falfehood which gulled 
and duped their fellow fubjefks in other places. In the 
event of a new eleftion, I do anticipate future triumphs 
more brilliant, more fplendid if poflible, than thofe I had 
lately the honour of enjoying. Little fear do I feel of fuc- 
^fs with the ele&ors of Weftminfter^ who will not, I am 

fure, , 
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fure, abandon me, until I dcfert thofc principles which 
firft recommended me io their favour* 

A pexfon of great rank in this Houfe, has thrown out a 
hint or threat, I know not which to crail it, in a former 
debate, ** that I ihould not again difturb-the peace of 
*^ the city of Weftminft'er." Good God, Sir, did" any 
man ever hear fuch aggravating, fuch iufulting infi- 
nuations? I difturb the peace of Weftminfter! Is that ^ 
honourable gentleman not contented with breaking every 
law, with violating every ftatute, .with overturning every 
analogy and ^very precedent, to accqmplifli this bufincfH 
b\:^t mud he, at the very moment he thus makes a doep 
breach in the Englifh cpnftitution, coniplcat the catalogue , 
of injury, by adding pertnefs and perfonal contumely, to 
every fpecies of rafli and inconfideratc violence ? Ill difturb 
the peace of this city, who have three times had the honour 
of reprefenting'it in this houfe ; I \ who wag favoured with 
the free fuffrages of its eleGors, long, long, before any 
I of thofe who lately oppofed me, were ever talked of, 'ever 
thought of for fuch a diftinftion ! Every man qualified to 
fit in Parliament, has a right to offer himfelf wherever he 
thinks proper; and it is indecent, daring and audacious, 
in any man, tp infiriuate, that he ought not to difturb the 
pe^^ce of the place. , 1^ therefore, hope. Sir, that a lan- 
guage fo. peculiarly falfe and unbecoming towards me, and 
fo 4i redly repugnant to Ae genius and fpirit of thd Con- 
ftitution, will meet with the difapprobation it defervcs in 
this Houfe, as it certainly will be jrcceived with merited 
odium and execration out of this Houfe. 

Upon the genierous p|i>teSion of the eleftors of this city, 
I ftiall certainly throw iBfyfelf, in cafe of a new writ; and, 
in doing fo, Sir, well I am aware, what feries of various 
difficulties t hav« to encounter. Expences at eieftions, in 
,defpite of every effort to reduce them, ftill continue moft 
exorbitant ;. and how -ill patched in fund^ and. certain in- 
cxhauftible refources, I ftand with my opponents, is in- 
deed very unnecefTary to explain— -But, Sir, it is. not in the 
article of expences that I Ihould moft dread the operation 
of that power that fuftains my adverfaiies; that power,. 
W^hich difcoyers itfelf in charafters that cannot be miftaken, 
through every part of this tranfaftion. . I muft be blind not 
to fee, that the hand of Government appears throughout 
fhis matter. When I cQnfider the extreme care employed 
iu preparing it for the meafures which have been taken in 
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Ais Houfe, In confequenrc of Tt — when I conEdcr the 

evident determination not to let it reft here — when I confi- 

der the extraordinary zeal and anxiety of particular perfon* 

in this Houfe, to flielter and to fanftify this High BailifF 

— when I conficier the fituatiqh of thbfe who take the lead , 

and are moft aflive in his vindication — when I conflder 

the indifFerence of my adverfaries to the expences which » 

refult from this fcrutiny, but which expences muft be 

a fevere ftroke upon the fpirit and independence of thofe 

by whom I am fupported — when I confider that all that 

artifice could diftate, and power could execute, have been 

exerted upon this occafion, I can have no doubt," that the. 

hand of a revengeful Government . pervades it all. The 

oppofition of fuch a Government upon an ele£iion, is 

a difcouraging circumftance; and the likelihood of re- 

ilewing again thofe events which I have witnefled withia 

.the^laft two months, is indeed a formidable and terrific 
prolpeft. 

When I look back, Sir, to all the fliameful and (hocking 
fcenes of the Weftminfter eleftion — when I confider that 
my enemies praftifed all that was poffible of injuftice, in- 
decency and irreverence, in their efforts . to oven^helm 
me — when I confider the grofs, the frontlefs proftitution 
of names too facred to be mentioned -— when I confider, 

,that all the influence of all the various branches of Govern- 
ment was employed againft me, in contempt of propriety, 
and defiance of law — when I confider, that a body of 
men was brought in the appearance of conftable^, to the 
place of eleftioh, under the command of a magiftrate, and 
againft the exprefs opinion of all the other juagiftrates of 
Weftminfter — that thefe conftables broke that peace they 
were bound to preferve, and created a riot, which proved 
fatal to one of their own body — when I confider, that this 
was made the pretence of a wanton, an indecent, and un- 
conftitutional introdu£lion of the military, in violation of 
all that has been done by our anceftors, to keep facred the 
•freedom of eleftion — when I confider fhat the lives of in- 
nocent men were deemed light and trivial impediments to 
the gratification of that implacable fpirit of revenge, which 
appears through the whole of this bufi'nefs — when I confi- 
der that feveral men of the lower order of life, whofc 
only cHmc was appearing in my intereft, were confin- 
ed many weeks in prifon and obliged to ftand trial, 
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and* that others, of the higher rank, ingenious and amiable • 
. men, valuable for their qualities, refpcdable for their cha* 
rafters, diftinguiflicd for their abilites, and every way me* 
riting the efteem of mankind, were alfo attacked without 
the fliew of a pretence, and obliged to undergo the ccrc^ 
mony of a public acquittal from the foul crime of murder— * 
when I confidcr that palpable perjury and fubomation of 
^ . perjury were employed to accompliih the fanguinary obje£k 
of this bafe confpiracy — ^^ when I confider that the malig- 
nity of my enemies has ftopt at nothing, however grofs 
and wicked, to ruin me and all that appeared in my in-t 
tereft—* when I confider all this. Sir, I cannot indeed but 
look with fome anxiety to the circumftancc of a new 
cle£lion. 

\I am not, Sir, it is well known, of a melancholy com- 
plej^ion, or of a defponding turn of mind, yet the idea of 
again combating, this hoft of oppreffions might, in other 
fituations, deteip me from the riik — But I ov^ too much 
to the ele£l;ors of W^eftminfter, ever to abandon them from 
the dread of any confequences ; and I do aflure you, that I 
fhould conceive a new writ, with the hazard of all thefe * 
hardihips, as a great indulgence and favor, compa^'ed to 
that mockery, that infult upon judicature, a fcrutiny un- 
der Mr. Thomas Corbett. . ^ 

Sir, I have nothing mor^ to fay upon this fubjed — 
whatever maybe the fate of the queftion, it will be a 
pleafing reileftion to me, that I have delivered my opi« 
nions at full, upon a point fp important to that great and 
refpeftable body of men, to whom I am fo much indebted!^ 
and I (incerely thank the Houfe for the honour of their pa- 
tience and attention through fo long a fpeech. 

To the honoi^rable gentleman over againft me (Mr. Bitt) 
I will beg leave to offer a little advice. If he condemns 
this meafure, let him not ftoop to be the inftrumcnt* of 
its fuccefs* Let him well weigh the confequences of what 
he is aboul;, and look to the future effeft of it upon the 
nation at large. IiCt him take care, that when they fee 
all the powers of his adminiftration employed to over- 
whelm an individual, mens eyes may not open fooner than 

* Thefc men were tried at the bar of the Old Bailey, and acquitted^ 
A bill of indi6lment was alfo found againft Mr* O'Bryea, but no 
tvidtnce wa« produced againft hin^ in court. 

ths 
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thtj would if he conducted himfelf Within fome bounds of 
decent difcretion, and not thus openly violate the facred 
principles of the Conftitution. A moderate ufe of hi$ 
power might the longer keep people from refle£ling upoQ 
the extraordinary means by which he acquired it. But if the 
right honourable gentleman negle£t$ his duty ^ I ihall not 
forget mine. Though he may exert all the influence of 
hU (ituation, to harrafs and perfecute, he (hall find that 
we are incapable of unbecoming fubmiflions. There is a 
principle of refiftance in mankind, which will not brook 
fach injuries; and a good caufe and a good heart will ani« 
mate men to ftruggle in proportion to the fize of their 
wrongs, and the*groflhefs of their opprefibrs. If the Houfe 
reje&s this motion, and eftabliOies the fatal precedent that 
foUqws (hat reje^ion, I confefs I (hall begin to think 
there is little to be exped^ed from fuch a Houfe of Com* 
mons. But let the queftion terminate as it may^ I feel 
myfdf bound to maintain an unbroken fpirit through fuch 
complicated difficulties $ and I have thii refiedlion to fo« 
lace me^ that this unexampled injuftice could never have 
fucceeded, but by the moft dangerous and defperate exer* 
tions of a Government, . which, rather than not wound the 
' objedl of their enmity, fcrupled not to break down all the 
barriers of law—- to run counter to the known cuftom of 
our anceftors«— 'to violate all that we have of pra£bice and 
precedent upon this fubje£l, and to ftrike a deep blow into 
the very vitals of the £ngli(h conftitution, without any 
other inducement or temptation, or neceiTity, except the 
malignant wi(h of gratifying an inordinate and implacable 
fpirit of refentmcnt. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt Ipoke to the following cffc€t — Sir, Mr Chaai 
if the right honourable gentleman's reafon for being fo de- *" ]*' ^^^ 
iirous of fecuring to himfelf the laft hearing in this debate^ 
has been in order thaf his mad and violent aflertions might 
pafs without opportunity of being contradicted, I muft ac- 
knowledge, indeed, the prudence and policy of his condu£l 
in endeavouring to prevent a reply; bufi muft rejoice, 
'however, when charges are brought againft Adminiftration, 
as grofs as they are unfounded, that I have the opportu- 
nity of rifing to refute the charge, to contradi£t the afler- 
tions, to defy that right honourable gentleman to proof, 
and to aflert with equal havdinefs, and, I truft, with more 
than equal truth, that, in no refpe£t, has Adminiftration 

Vol. XV. , S eiec^ 
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cxcrcifed any ^ndu€ influence; in no refpe£l have they been 
fo profligate as to furnifh thofc means which have been 
. hinted at— in no ^nftancc have they fuborned witneflTes to 
fwear away men's lives — in no rcfpeft whatever have they 
been acceflary to thofe violences, murders, .j)ef juries, and. 
black catalogue of bflPences, which the right honourable- 
gentleman calls up, by way of auxiliary matter, to cm- 
bellilh his fpeech, and tp aflift the Houfe in the decifioil 
of that grave, dry, cpnftitutional queftion, which is all that 
we have thi^ night to determine. Sir, if the right honour- 
able gentleman h^ his charge to bring, the courts of this 
country are open to him; I hojSe, and truft, A^minift:ra- 
tion is not fo ftrofig as to be able to i:efift any juft accufa* , 
tion that he can bring againft them ; I hope, on the other 
hand, Adrainiftration is not fo weak, as to give way and 
yield to the vehement affertions, utterly unfiipported, and 
evidently malicious — I hope oppofition is not fo ftrong; 
rhope there is no fa£lion in this country fo ftrolig, fo 
bold, fo mad with defperatibn and difappointment, as to 
throw out great and criminal charges againft Adminiftra* 
tion, without having cither the intention, or the meansp 
or the fhadow of any means, to fupport tfie accufations 
which they venture fo roundly to make. 

I am not furprifed, indeed, if the right honourable gen- 
tleman (hould attempt to reprefent himfelf as the marked 
' obje<a of minifterial pcrfecution— With refpeft, Sir, to the 
very cruel hardfliip he has juft complained of; namely, 
that he has not been allowed to have the laft word in the 
debate, I would only beg leave to remind both him and the 
' Houfe, that fo far. from having, from his prcfent fituation, 
an indifputable right to the laft word, it is contrary I bc- 
' [_ lieve, to a ftanding order of your Hoiife, that he is^allowed 

to fpeak at all, or even to be prcfent in the Houfe ; for but 
of your ^landing orders* fays, « That if any thing fliall 
'* come in queftion touching the return or eleftion of any 
" member, he is to withdraw during the time the matter is 
" in debate.'' Such, then, is the cruel perfecution carry- 
ing on againft the right honourable gentleman, that, jn- 
ftead of being forced to be filent, and .to withdraw, he is 
allowed to fpeak often ten times a day on the fame queftion^ . 
fometimes, Sir, for three hours at a time, filling his fpeech 
with every thing that' is perfonal, inflammatory, and invi- 
ilious. ■ I fay, neverthelefs, I am not furprifed, if he fhould 
jrctcnd to be the butt oC minifterial perfecution 5 and if, by 

ftriving 
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ftrlving to excite the public compaffion, he fliould feek to 
ripiiiftatc himfelf in that popularity which he once enjoyed, 
bat which he fo unhappily has forfeited ^ for it is the heft 
and moft Ordinary refource of thefe political apoftates, to 
court, and to offer themfelves to perfecution for the fake 
, of the popular predile£lion and pity which ufually fall upon 
perfecuted men ; it.becomes worth their while to fuffer. for 
a time, political martyrdom, for the fake of the canoniza- 
tion that awaits the fuffering martyi j and I make no dpubt, 
the right honourable gentleman has fo much penetration^ 
and, at the fame time, fo much paffive virtue about ^lim, 
that he would be glad not only ta feem a poor, injured, 
, perfecuted man, but that he would gladly feek an opportu* 
nity of even really fuffering a little perfecution, if it be 
poflible to find fuch opportunity. 

Upon the fame ground. Sir, it, would unqueftionably be 
my intereft, and no lefs, I am fure, my wifli, to abftain 
from every thing that has even this appearance, much 
more that is in reality any thing like perfecution; lAit 
yet, when. great conftitutional queftions are involved, it 
then 'becomes a Minifter to forego every other confidera- 
tion; and. fo far, perhaps, to gratify his advcrfary, as to 
furnifh him with the pretence of being the objcft of. mii 
nifterial perfecution, ftedfaftly determining, at all hazards, 
and contrary, perhaps, to his own convenience, to maintain 
the true fpirit of the Conftitution. - > 

I wifli to meet the right honourable gentleman on the two 
grounds which he has laid down, and to decide Upon the , 
iffue of them — Firft, the propriety and expediency of 
grantiiig a fcrutiny ; and, fecondly, the legality of it under 
all the circumftances of the cafe — And here, 'Sir, let me 
faft touch a little on the hardftiip which the . right honour- 
able gcijtleman is faid to labour under. Now I do infifL 
that if his fingle ohjcSt is (as he fays it is) to bring the di{- 
putc to the decifioa of Mr. GrenviUe's Committee, a fcru- 
tiny will not delay tha^ decifi9n one moment;, nay, it ^ill 
even forward it; for fuppofe the return, according to the 
motion before the Houfe, to be made immediately, ftiU the 
petition before Mr. Grenville's Committee could not be 
jonc through this year; it mud therefore begin again, de 
ncvoy the next, and the latter end of jiext feffiqn would ar- 
rive before the queftion could be decided. On the other 
hand, let a fcrutiny be now inftituted, preparatory to the ^ 

petition, it will be finiflied, in all human probability, be- 

S 2 fore 
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*brc the beginning of the next fcffion ; and tlie petUionciv% 
whoever he may be, will come prepared, haviivg his* bulU : 
iiefs cut (hort by this means, fo that the petition muft be ' 
. finally decided ^n the early part of the next feffiou 5 or jwr* 
haps the confequcnce of a fcratiny may be, that there mall ^ 
come no petition at all. * ■; 

^But the right honourable gentleman wifhes even that 
.there might be a ncwwrii, and new eleftion, rather than i 
"a fcrutiny; npw, let vis fee how this would expedite the ; 
bufinefs ? Why, Sir, if a new writ were iflued while th^ ; 
Parliament is fitting, as this would be^ all fides are agreed,-^ 
thi3it the Bailiff would have perfeft right to profecute a * 
fcrutiny whenever the poll is over ; it being univerfally ali i 
lowed, that fcrutinies are lawful in the cafe of eleftions 
during tnc fitting of Parliament. If yqu grant, therefore,', 
the- right honourable gentleman this curious wifti of his,' 
the confequence will Amply be, , that after another forty- v 
days poll, forty days riot, and forty days conf ufion, he will ! 
find himfclf juft where he is at this moment, except, in- 
^ idced, that b^ will then be conftrained to own (from the 

precedent of Vandep'ut and Trfentham, which will become ; 
l^recifely in point) tnat the High Bailiff, if he pleafes, will 
then have an undoubted right to go on with tbet fcrutiny. 

Now, to fay the truth, the arguments of the right ho« 
hourable gentleman, if they prove any thing, muft neceffa» 
fily prove what I have juft ftated ; namely, that there muft 
t)e a new writ; for he tells you, that after the i8th of 
May, the Bailiff became fundus officio ; that all the virtue 
of his writ expired, and that the High Bailiff, after that day, 
was no longer, in this refped, High Bailiff, but was turned 
into a private perfon, and had no more right to inftitutc 
a fcrutiny than any one of us; and yet. Sir, by the refolU'' 
tio^ before you, this Bailiff is ordered to do an a£t which 
no Bailiff, funBus officio^ can'poffibly do; namely, to return 
the writ. The hand you -order to fign the writ is a dead 
man's band. Why furely> Sir, if the Bailiff, ever fince the 
j3th of May, has been like one of ourfelves, you may as 
well order one of us to make the return, as order the High 
Bailiff to do it. Sp far, therefore, ^s the .hard{h,ip of the 
cafi; }s confidered, it is clear, that to let the fcrutiny pro» 
cctdj is a mitigation of trouble and e^pcnce ; fince a new 
writ is..the confequence of the honourable gentleman's ar- 
gument, aijd » n^w writ, as J ftid before, would, fwty 
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izjs hence, txzSdj bring ua to that point' where we are 
now arrived* 

I muft beg the Houfe, then, to confider cool.ly and 

diftin£ily what the motion before you tends to : it does not^ 

indeed, command the High Bailiff to return Lord Hood and 

Mr. Fox, as the honourable eentleman iirft intended, and 

as his petition prayed; that is now found out to be too 

monftrous. Tor that would be no lefs than to make this Houfe 

the ele&ors of its own members, ufurping at once the pf- 

"fice of returning officer, and the right of ele^ling the repre« 

fentatives of the People. That ground, I fay, Sir, is ihifted; 

and to what does the refolution now go? It orders. tlie 

High Bailiff to return two members ; it order^ this deceafed 

returning officer to come back again to life, in order to 

make return of the writ; this officer, I fay. Sir, whofe 

exiilence irrevocably ceafed the j8th of May; for, on the 

fingle argument of his perfe£^ nonentity fince that day^ 

reils the wltole of that conclufion which is' fo contended 

for, that he is not in the capacity to profecute the fcrutiny. 

Now, Sir, the refolution alfo orders the High Bailiff to 

return thofe two candidates, who have,* in his judgement, 

the majority of legal votes ; though the Bailiff told you 

yefterday, he could form no judgement who had the legal 

majority; and though he explained, by fubftantial evi^^ 

dence^ lor what reafons it was impoffible to form fuch judge* 

ment. Sir, I will not weary the Houfe with entering into 

all the detail of evidence; but 1 a(k any man of honour, of 

candour, and pf plain fenfe, whether the High Bailiff of 

Weftminfter had not fufficient reafon to wifh for a fcrutiny, 

in order to fatisfy his own judgement and confcience, pro* 

vided a (crutiny could be legally profecuted, under all the 

eircumftances of the ca£^ ? The legality of it is what I (hall 

certainly have to prove — Hial evidence, in three words, 

was this; that there havCr polled at.th^s ele£tipn above 

4000 more men than theri are legal, votes in Weftminfter^ 

Upon any calculation that can be formed; that there have 

fometimes been 1800 fuffered to poll in a day, under the 

idea that the votes were to be revifed at a fcrutiny; tl^at he 

has received information of many hundred bad votes for Mr* 

Fox in two particular pariffies , that he has had intelligence 

fufficient,. certainly, to warrant a fufpkion that bad pra6lices 

had been ufed for the purpofe of procuring a number of 

illegal votes; ,and that he wa^ terrified, by violent threats, 

iuiq an admilQon of many votes extremely dpubtful, whii:h^ 

4 how* 
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however, he fet down at the moment, with the^ determi- 
nation to inquire into them afterwards ; upon thefe grounds 

' * ; let aay man deny if he can, the expediency and propriety 
of a fcrutiny,; provided it Ije lawful. We are told, indeed,^ 
of Mr. Grenville's Committee, and that it is there alone an 
eSe£lual fcrutiny can be had; but. Sir,, the High Bailiff i» 
not to take Mr. Grenvillc*s bill into bis confiderationj he 
is fworn to return thofe who have the majority of legal 
votes according to^his judgement ; and he is bound there- 
fore to do every thing that is legal, in order fufficiently to 
' inform his judgement ; befidcs, give me leave to fay, the 
pofleffion even of the feat ought not to depend on the 
very loofe difcretion of the returning officer. .The law 
and the conftitq^tion confider it to be a matter of fon^e mo- 
iftent, who fhall be put to the trouble of petitioning, and 
it is expe.fted of the returning. officer, that he fliould give 
* the iHtermediate poffeffion of the feat rp thofe candidates 
alone, who have pretty Rjrongfrima facie evidence of their 
right. 

Now, Sir, with rcfpe£l to the Jegalify of the fcrutiny, 
under all the prefent circumftances, which appears to me 
the hinge on» which every thing is now to turn, I am ce'r- 
. tainly forced to acknowledge, that there exifts no prece- 
dent procifcly in point, though the cafe of Vandeput and 
Trentham, in this fame city of Weftminfter, appears to 
. * me nearly, in point, as to the meaning and fpirit of it j but 

, there is certainly this accidental difference, that that was 

an el^ftion during the exiftehce of Parliament, the prefent 
is an eleftion following a diffolution. What I mean, how- 
iever, to prove, and what I fay muft be proved (unlefs we 
iffue a new writ) is this^ that the High Bailiff was not fo 
completely funBm officio on the x8th of May, but that fuf- 
ficient e^^planation having been given why the Bailiff could 
not return the writ on the day when it was returnable, the 
law and the conftitution do allow, that this Houfe fhould 
leave the retur^iing . officer -to pirofecute arid ,completc- 

' ^. the ele£tion yrhich he has begun,' without iffuing a nevr 

writ. 

The cafe of Coventry has been quoted, in ord^ to prove 
the returning officer funBm officio\ but I deny that that' is a 
cafe in point There, the ele6lion was interrupted by riots^ 
the poll books deftroyed, and the returning officer. therefore 
made (as^ in the prefent cafe) a fp'ecial return, certifying to 
the Houfe ,the reafons why he could not return two members; 

whcr#- 
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whereupon the Houfe iflued a new Writ * — But, Sir, be- 
tween that cafe and the prefent, there is a ftriklng difieredce. 
tiere the Bailiff reports to us, that the eleftion is begun, 
bat. is not yet complete for certain recjbns. In the cai'e of 
; Govehtry, the returning officer certified^ that the whole 
eiedion had been dcfeatetl : not that he had not had time to 
^cide whom he fhould return, but that he had all to bMegin 

?ain, which rendered a - new writ moft undoubtedly proper, 
he aft of Parliament on which gentlemen lay their great 
firefs, and which the Bailiff is faid to have broken, is, as [ 
underftand, the iQth ?«nd nth of King William ; an adt, as 

* Imuft tniift, applicable on>y to Sheriffs, who were grown 
at that time extremely negligent in forwarding .their writs, 
which are the agregate of the precepts they had' received in 
their refp^flive diftrifts fnoto the fevetal Bailiffs It applies 
to Sheriffs, merefy as executive, not as judicial officers; en- 
joining thena to malce up with diligence the precepts they 
had received, and to fend them to the Crown Office within 
a limited time, under the penalty of 500I, a moiety of which 
is payable to the perfpn fuing for it. Now, Sir, as the/ight 
honourable gentleman has confeflfed, upon better informa* 
tbn, that he ihould flandno chance of recovering the pe- 
nalty oti a popular aftion ; fince he has declined this fpecies 
of revenge upon the Bailiff, which he at firft threatened, he 
has faved me the trouble of contefting that queftion; and it 
is indifputably clear, that the prefent cafe can by no means 
come under that adi. That aft relates, I fay, tp the exei* 
cutive conduft of the Sheriff; the prefent queftion refpefts 
the judicial conduft of \he Bailiff, who, in order to make , 
up his judgement, * has thought proper, linder certain extra* 
ordinary eircumftances, to inftitute a fcrutiny. I am far 
from thinking, that a Bailiff has any right to protraft his elec- 
tion beyond the day When the writ is returnable, unlets from 
.very particular eircumftances — That argument, therefore, 
that Pailiffs, at this rate, may protraft the meeting of Par- 
liament to what period they pleafe, jnuft fall entirely to the 
ground. The Houfe muft judge of his reafon^, muft hear- 
them, muft examine them, and if they areinfufficient, muft 
corfeft and puntfti him, if he be worthy of punifliment; 
but if proof be given, that, owing to peculiar eircumftances, 
it was impoffible for him to fulfil his oath, and to judge wh(> 
had the majority -of legal votes, I fay, then the law and the 
conftitiirion permit^ that, he fliould profecute. what he has 
begun without a new writ, and take thofe meafures which are 

. «bfoIutcly neccflary to form his judgement. 
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In order to exafni^e more particularly what is tKe law of 
the cafe, we can only afk oucfelves, bow, it ilands when fi^ 
milar circumftances occur in the execution of other writ«t 
In the nature of writs, it is agreed, thertf is no difiference^^ 
Let u^ examine, then, the analogy of law upon the fubjei^ 
and I hope, Sir, I ihall not be thought pedantic, if I ihoi] 
allude fomewhat technically to a profeflion which I once ha ^ 
the honour of. belonging to, in order to prove diftiti^X 
what is the law ppon this point. A very learned gentlemafi 
ijear mc (the Mafter of the Rolls) has told you, that in many 
inftances the court allows an extenfion of time, in cafes wherf 
fome proceedings. have been had upon the writ, but wn^ 
every thing is not perfedled by the day when the writ is re* 
turnable. Now, Sir, to bring this ppint of law mor^ direji^f 
into the cognizance of the Houfe, I will ftate a cafe : A 
writ is iiTued to the Shedff* (in an aAion of debt) called ^ 
capias dd fatisfaciendum^ ordering him to feize the goods of 
A. and this is followed by another, called a venditioni exponas^, 
^nd;i& returnable by a certain day ; the Sheriff, in profecQ- 
tion of his writ, feizes the goods, in order to pat them up to 
fale. But we will fuppofe, that in taking thefe goods of A, 
as he l^ commanded by the writ, the Sheriff, through miC* 
take and cqnfufion, lays hold of fome goods of B, which 
are qiixed with them, and he has not time, to feparate the 
goods of A, which are all he muft tafce, and to put them up 
to fale before the writ U returnable* What does the Sheriff 
4o in this cafe ? Why, Sir, he reports the particular circum* 
fiances which prev^^ot his returning the writ to the court, 
* uud the court then allows him to go and. examine into d^e 
g9ods, or, in Other words, they grjuit a fcrutiny upon the 
circ4ip;flances la)d before them, not iffuing any new writ^ 
but allowing only an extenCpp of the old one. Now, Sir, 
let the Houfe alter the word Sheriff to Bailiff, and for dead 
goods read living, and this is the very cafe before you. 

But if this which I have ftated be true, if it be law, if it 
be the fa£i: in the courts below, arguing as I have a rig jit to 
.argue upon the analogy of the law in every new cafe, I do 
implore the Houfe to confider the abfolute illegality of our 
interfering in the office of Bailiff, and diredbipg him either 
to return Lord Hood and Mr. Fox, as was once defired of us, 
or the illegality even of forcing him to return any two mem- 
bers before thofe meafures are taken, which it is abfolutely 
neceffary to take, aiid which the law therefore epjoins him tp 
take, in order to make his return. 

Spm^' 
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Son^ gentlemen have talked of the pieculiar jcaloufy of . 
6nr conftituents on matters of ele<£Hon ; but, Sir» theirs has . 
never been a jealoufy left this Houfe ihould be fupine in 
, watching its own privileges. The jealoufy. of the people 
has always juftly been, left this Houfe fliould affume privi- 
leges of electing members, or of direSing their elgdlion, 
n^ich is not for us to do. What was the cafe of the Mid- 
dlefex ele&ion ? Was it not, that the Houfe of Commons 
determined, by their own authority, to irapofe on the People 
a reprefentati ve who was not the objeft of their choice ? God 
forbid that this Houfe fhould again impofe on the People any 
man who is not the objedl of their choice ! But cfedlions 
without doors take their legal courfe. It is our oflSce to 
j>unifh corrupt or partial returning officers ; it is our office 
to iflue new writs ; it is our office Ultimately to decide elec- 
tion contefts, but it is not within the fcope of our privileges 
to diredk the Bailiffs whom to return ; nor to order them, as 
if they were fervants or officers of ours, to make returns ia 
what manner and at what time we pleafe. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, indeed, might, with fome degree of 
' confiftency, propofe to the Houfe, the affumption of new 
privileges in ma|:ters of election ; for, in th^ cafe of the 
Middlefex, eleftion, we kpow that he was the champion of 
this Houfe againft the rights of the people ; and it is ftngular 
cnotjgh that the only two points in which the right honour- 
able gentleman and the noble Lord for a feries of years 
agreed, were in their decifion of the Middlefex eleaion^ 
which is now fo defer vedly execrated, and in their exe- ' 
oration of Mr. Grenville's bill, which is now Co defervedly 
applauded. 

Sir, it has been hinted to the Houfe, that fome new law 
to regulate Weftminfter eleftions will be propofed ; and the 
right honourable gentleman, with a degree of ingenuity that 
is charafteriftic, immediately exclaims, that we find it neceC- 
fary to introduce a new law, in order to prevent future Par- 
liaments from adopting the bad precedent we have fet them* 
That a new law is wanted on the fubjeQ: of ele£lions in 
Weftminfter, is furely what nobody can deny ;, but my 
opinion is, that until a new law is introduced, it is better to 
decide according to the laws exifting, than to anticipate new 
laws, or to pafs the bounds t)f our privileges. I am aware 
of the difficulties we are all reduced to, in fo unheard-of a 
cafe as the prefent ; for this Houfe to order a Bailiff whon^ 
to return, is impoffible ; neither is it poffible for us to punifti 
a Bailiff, or even to forbid him from doing that which i^ ab- 
VoL.XV, , T, \ fplutely 
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Iblutely neceffary, to the,' forming a reafonable judgement j 

. which is not contrary to law, and ii;i which the slnalogies of 

^ law, when the circumilances are compared, completely }uf- 

tify him. 
Mr. Shcri. Mr. Sheridan faid, he hoped the Houfe was not nnreafon*' 
ian. able enough to cxpcft him to reply to the reafoning^or ar-^ 

• gument of the fpeech they had juft heard ; in which, from 
the beginning to the end, he defied the moft' difcerning maa 
in that auditory, to difcover on^ fyllable of argument or 
reafon. If Government could Be vindicated by an avowitl 
of its 'interpofitten in the Weftminfter elef^ton, it was cer- 
tainly vindicated — If the High Bailiff could be juftified 
from the circumftance of his right honourable friend's giv- 
ing a vote upon the Middlefex cleftion in' 1768 (at a 
time of life, when a learned gentleman over the way (the 
Mafter of the Rolls) tells the Houfe, that his right honour- 
l^blc friend was difqualified from cxercifing the rights of a 
• * member of Parliament by minority) the High bailiff is cer-. 
tatinly juftified — If the imprpffion n>ade by his right ho- 
nourable friend's fpeech could be effaced by hard words and 
lofty founds, its effeft would be to the full as flight and 
trifling, even as the effeft of the righl honourable gentlc- 
: mah'S own fpeech — If feverity of epithet, if redundancy 
of egoiifm, if pomp of panegyric upon Adminiftration^ 
could refute the arguments of the moft convincing fpeech 
-(Mr, Fox's) he had ever the good fortune to hear, undoubt- 
edly it was very completely refuted. But, if the people of 
England looked for the defence of the High Bailiff of Weft- 
' minfter, and of His Majefty's Minifters (who were in this 
cafe fynonymous) upon principles of law, juftice, good 
fcnfe, or equity, beyond all doubt they^ were dtfappointed. 
He faid, the idea that no harm would enfqe from eftablifli- 
. ing the precedent, that would grow out of the decifion of 
the Houfe, if the High Bailiff were ordered to continue the 
fcrutiny, was the weakeft he had ever heard fuggefted. To 
fay, that the High Bailiff's reafons, whenever he did not 
obey the Sheriff'^ precept, and punifh him, if he did not 
affign very good reafons for his conduft, afforded but little 
fatisfa^ion-: was it to be fuppofed, if the High Bailiff was 
advifedby the friends of the Court to make an hiflorical re- 
turn while afting without doors, and followed that advice, 
that he would not find friends of the Court enow within 
doors to fave him harmlefs, and proteft him from punifli- 
tnent^ when he came to the bar to anfwer (or what he bad 

don? ? 
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done i Mn Sheridan complained of Mr. Pitt's having ufcd* 
his ripht honourable friend unhandfomely, in talking ofa^ 
candidate, whofe political conduft and principles had ren* 
dered hina deteftablc to the people. Snch language ' might 
be allowable in the mouth of a new member, juft come from 
his conflitucnts, who had filled his ears with expreflions of 
that grofs and vulgar nature ; but from the right honourable 
gentleman, who muft know that nothing but the beat and 
paiffion of the times could excufe fuch phrafts being ufcd b^ 
any gentleman, it furely was highly unjuftifiablc. Befides, ^ 
the right honourable gentleman, he was pcrfuaded, was not 
fincere in his words; he mufthave both a perfonal and a po- 
litical confidence in his right honourable friend, or he muft 
either be infincere in what he had faid then, or in what he 
had faid on a former occafion. Let the Houfe recolleft that 
the right honourable gentleman had courted an union with 
his right honourable friend a few months fince, and had pro-* 
feffcd himfelf extremely defirous of efFefting fuch a junc- 
tioii. Mr. Sheridan faid, he was aWare the right honour- 
able gentleman had put his cafe hypothetically, but he had 
done it fo pointedly^ that every perfori muft have known 
who he meant. , - 

Mr. Sheridan concluded with this obfervatiojn — " If the 
" High Bailiff of Wcftminftcr were of another completion, 
"and valued his character beyond the corrupt indemnity 
** which arofe from the fupport of a violent Government, I 
" Ihould have confidered his fituation as mod lamentable 
** and wretched ; but fpeaking of him merely as he is, the 
" (peech of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
" aggravates his x:ondu£t in a tenfold, degree, as it (hews; 
" that the great abilities of that T^ight honourable gentleman 
" were exerted for near ah hour and a half in favour of 
^* the High Bailiff; and that, fo far from exculpating him, 
" a fair conftruftion of all that he faid, abfolutely cfta- 
« blifhcd the Bailiff»s. guilt." 

Mr. Chan<^ellor Pitt faid, he never ufcd the words ajluded Mr.C^- 
to; that he had jput a fuppofed cafe, and the honourable ttWoffltt, 

fentleman nright apply it to whom he/ pleafed, but to fave 
im the trouble, he would in two words put a real cafe. It 
was true^ that he had fome few months fince profeffed him- 
felf willing to unite with the right honourable gentleman 
ippofite to him, and be was at that time fincercly defirouf 
of cfie£king that union, ia order to put an end to th« di^- 
traftcd ftate of the country^ But he declared Ke had courted 

T z that 
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that uhion^ with a deiSre to eftabli(h It on a fyftetn, that had 
a view to enable him effe£tually to countera£^ thofe princi- 
ples oiF the right honourable geoUeman, that had Deootne 
obnoxious to the people^ and had excited their detefta* 
tion. 

The queftion was put, and the Houfe divided upon it^ 
Ayes, - -.--..-.-iiy 
Noes, -■< 195 

Majority, - ^-- -'.---78 
Lord Mill- As foon as the Houfe was refumcd, Lord Mulgrave rofe, 
««^«f and after a (hort fpeecb, moved, " That the HighBaiJiffof 
** the city of Weftminftcr do proceed in the fcrutiny for 
** tjie faid city w,ith all praftical difpatch.*' 
Mr. Fox. This was ftrenuoufljf opposed by M;:. Fox^ as a motion 
that the Houfe was not bound to come to, and as a queftion 
, that called neccflarily for a- confiderable fliare of difcuffion 
« before gentlemen could poi^bly make up their minds upon 

It, fo as to decide whether it oyght to pafs or not. If he 
fliould not take any f)ep in the feratiny,- but proteft againft 
its illegality,, which was probable, he might incur a contempt 
of the orders of the Houfe; but the glaring evil of the mo- 
tion was, that the Houfe (hould ftep between him and juf- 
tice againft the High Bailiff in the courts below. 
Mr, Lee. Mr. Lee followed Mr. Fox with fimilar at;guments — Mr. 
Lee alfo much doubted the legality of the Houfe's, coming 
into fuch decifion, fince it was interfering, by one of their 
orders, with the duty of the High Bailiff, who aftcd under 
a different authority. Mr. Lee concluded with moving a 
queftion of adjournment. 
. ^ _ Mr. Fox fecondcd this motion, and called upon hi« friends 

for fupport in oppofmg the original motion. 
Sir Thomas Sir Thomas Davenport deprecated the original motion —v 
Darenport. jj^ ^^jj ^j^^^^. ^j^^ jjj^j^ g^jjjgp po^Tcffed a legal authority 

' for his condud: as a retui'ning officer, or he did not. If hid 
was vefted with a legal authority, he ought to be left in the 
* undifturbed exercife of it. 

TheSoiici- Xhe Solicits General (Mr. Macdonald) faid, the whole 
^'^*°*"^* amount of the original motion was nothing more than an 
' inftru^ion from the Chair to expedite, the buftnefs of tlie 

fcrutiny. 
Mr. Burke. 'M.x. Bufke rofe to reprobate the conduft of the Houfe, 
which he complained of 'as ftrangely inconfiftent — It re- 
minded him of the caprice of a female^ who was obliging to 

different 
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different gehttemen over night, and fprgot on whom fhe &;id 
beftowed her favours next mornipg. In like manner, the 
Honfe had fpent a whole day and night in oftabliihiug the 
dodrine, that the High Bailiff poiTeifed a difcretion, and now 
they were going to vote a. refolution to put an end to that 
difcretion coitipletcly. The ftrength of this contradictory 
condnft excited the indignation of Mr. Burke, and he fpoke 
in a tone of expreffion which gave fome difbleafure to the 
,Treafury Bench, who faid fomething that mr. Burke did 
Dot reliHi, as he fat down with faying, he little minded the 
yi treatment of a parcel of boys. 

This occafioned a call to order — Upon which 

Mr. Dundas rofe, and calmed the rifing ftorm, by an ap- Mr. Dvn* 
peal to Mr. Burke's good fenfe, whether a new Parliaments^**' 
could be cxpe^cd to bear abuie with patiencej or to endure 
their being called a parcel of boys ? 

Mr. £«r/&^ apologifcd for his vehemence, declaring that Mr.Bufk^. 
he felt the ntmoft refpeft for the Houfe ; that he knew 
every thing depended on the jBritifti Houfe of Commons, 
and he was ready to bow, down to any cenfure.the Houfe 
might think proper to beftow on him; but that when he 
ufed the term, a parcel of boys, he meant to apply it to the 
Miniftry, who, he conceived, were infulting-him with their 
triumph.' grey hairs ought to be allowed the privilcp:e 
of expreffing difpleafure, when it was founded on the raih 
exultation of mereboys. 

The Houfe divided on the queftion of adjournment,; 

, Ayes, 90 

Noes, - - - - ----- 178 

The main queftion was then put and carried. 

The High Bailiff was then called in, and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted him with the faid refolution*. 

June II. • 

Mr. Sawbridge being called to from the Chair, immediately 
after the ballot for an eleftion Committee, defired permil- 
fion of the Houfe to wait a few minutes for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer (who was fitting on an eleftion Commit* 
tee) before he made his motion, as he hoped to receive 
the fupport of the right honourable gentleman. 

, * The fcrutiny was then proceeded in, and continued through 
the whole feifion -r- An account of. the iifue will he given in its 
proper place* 

t Lord 
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Ld.MahoAt Lord Mahon declared fiimfelf a fincere friend , to the mo- 
tion, and as fuch, he wiihed the honourable gentleman would 
put it off till Tuefday, or fome day next week, when there 
could be a better attendance obtained.' 
Mr. S»w- . Mr. Sawbridge faid^ his reafon for wifliing to make it then 
kridge. , ^^'g, becaufe he was really afraid the members were going 
out of town. If he wa$ furethat was not the cafe, and that 
the friends of th^ motion had rather it were m^e another 
day, he would make no objeftion. 
eapt. James Captain James Luttrell feemed to apprehend, that, the 
i^ttttrell. worthy Alderman only meant to put off his motion from 
day to day and never tb bring it on,. Under this idea Mr, 
Luttrell faid, that every motion was to be made to the Houfe 
as a "Houfe of Commons, who were perfedlly competent to 
difcufs every queftion of a public kind, and that however high, 
e or however refpedlable the fituation and charadler of indi- 
viduals migjit be, their cafual'abfence ought not to prevent 
bufinefs from being brought on. Mr. Luttrell dbferved, the 
great recommendatign of Mr. Grenville's bill had ever been 
profefled to be, that it tended to promote the difpatch of 
bufmefs. It was plaitj, however, if the Chancellor of His 
..Majefly's Exchequer was chofen on eleftion Committees, and 
' the dodrine prevailed, that no bufinefs of a public and im^* 
portant nature was to be brought forward in the Houfe of 
Commons during tUe ^linifter's abfence, that the bill did not 
tend fo much to the difpatch of national bufinefs as it wai 
^ faid to do. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawhfidge declared himfelf furprized at the honourable 
^ ibrid^e. , gentleman's attack. He had exprcjQfed no wifli to defer the 
• motion of which he had given notice, but it was always 
cuftomary when motions of a great and important nature 
were coming on, to wait forthe Chancellor of His Majelly*$ 
Exchequer, or which ever of His Majcfty's Minifliers h;^>- 
pened to fit in that Houfe. O.thbr bufinefs of a great . na- 
' tional concern flood for that day. Would the honourable 
entleman fay, that bufinejGs either would or ought to be 
rought forward in the abfence of the Minifter.: With re» 
ard to his motion relative to a parliamentary reform, he re- 
lied on receiving great fopport from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and therefore he fliould certainly have waited a 
few minutes longer for him, had he not feen him enter the 
Houfe. - ' f . - 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt having come in while Mr. Sawbridgo 
t$\\6t Pitt, ^as fpeaking, faid, he had tonedted from a few words he had 
' lie^rd from the worthy Alderman, that the Houfe had waited 
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for him. He was extremely forry to find that had been the 
cafe, but the fituation he had been in for the pall two or three 
days ton the Pontefra£i: Committee) left him but little leifure 
to attend to the necefl*ary buiinefs of his office ; he had, not* 
withilandihg, endeavoured to come down as foon as poffible. 

Mr. Sawbridge then rofe; and was proceeding to open the 
grounds of his motion, when he was interrupted by 

Mr, Wllherforct^ who begged pardon of the worthy Alder- Mr, Wil. 
man for thus early interrupting him ; but he did it thus early, *>«'^®"«* 
becaufe he wiihed him tb defiit from making his motion that 
day, and ihould be glad if he could prevail on him to make 
it any day next week. Mr. Wilberforce faid, no man was 
more fiiicerely a friend to the motion than he was, artd he 
really thought, if proper notice was^ given, a much better at- 
tendance might be obtained, and he trufttd better fuccefs. 
[yf cr/ «/" Go on, goon, arijing,'} Mr. Wilberforce defired 
the worthy Alderman to make a diflindtion between the 
friends and the enemies of his promifed motion. Thofe who 
wiihed it well, as he did, muft wiih that a queAioti of fuch 
magnitude might come under difcuflion in as full a Hopfe as 
po$ble ; thofe on the contrary, vvho were its enemies, would 
be glad to have it agitated in a thin Houfe, that they might 
the more eafily get rid of it altogether. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, he was greatly obliged to the honour- Mr. Siw* 
able gentleman, and was willing to meet bis wiihes, provided W^gc. 
the Houfe thought another day would procure a fuller at-* 
tendance. If not, he was ready to go on; He hoped, how- ^ 

ever, if the motion was put off, that the lionourable gentle- 
man would take care that his friends attended when it was 
brought on, and give it their fupport. His own friends^ 
Mr. Sawbridge faid, he was fure would attend. 

Mr. PVilherforce faid, the honourable gentleman had called Mr, Wil- 
upon him to undertake more than he could anfwer for. He *>«'^«'«e» 
would certainly attend himfelf, and give the motion his fup- 
port, but he could not take upon himfelf to fay fo much for 
other perfons. He would undertake, however, to ufe every 
argument in his power to prevail on his friends to attend, and 
he was firmly of opinion, that upon proper notice being given, 
a much fuHer attendance than was the cafe then, might be 
obtained. The reafon why the Houfe was fo thin, Mr. Wil- 
berforce faid, he conceived to^ariie from the circumflance of 
the motion^s havtpg been expe£ted to be made the preceding 
day, whence gentlemen had entefred into engagements for that 
day, when it was not fuppofed fuch a motion would have 
come under difcuiSon* 

Captain 
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Capt.jtmet Captain y^zm« Z«//rW/ rofe once more, and faid, iftheho- 
Lttiireii. . nourable gentleman put off his motion upon the plea, that 
the Houfe was not full enough to take it into difcuffion, he 
ipuft proteft againft* luch a plea. [ If, on the other hand, he 
put it off, on declaring that his reafon for fo doing was the 
^ abfence of fome particular perfons, who had ftudied the fub- 
je6l with great attention, and were capable of throwing new 
lights upon it; and giving the Houf? information', th5t might 
|)rove material, he had no manner of objeftion. With regard 
to the attendance, after the honourable gentleman had difpofed 
<>f his motion, he had bufinefs of very great importance to 
bring on, and that bufinefs he certainly mould bring on, be-* 
cauie the Houfe wSs not only competent to attend to it, but 
he remembered in the laft Parliament, that eftimates of the 
ordnance, to a confiderable amount, were debated and voted 
. in a Houfe not half fo full. With regard to a reform in the 
ilate of parliamentary reprefentation, it was a mattei*, as to 
the principle of Which many men were agreed, but the diffi- 
culty lay in hitting upon a plan moft prafticable. He 
wifhed, therefore, that the motion of the honourable geotle- 
man might no longer be put off, at leaft he repeated it, thatf 
if it were put off on pretence that the Houfe was not fuffi* . 
ciently full, againft fuch a plea he defifed tp enter his proteft. 
Id. North. Lord North faid, the motion, he was free to fay, was 
not a motion to which he was indifferent ; but he certainly 
was indifferent as to the day on which it fhould be brought 
on. He rofe, however, principally to obferve, that the fort 
of rebuke, which had; been given to the worthy Alderrjian 
» was not deferved, fince nothing could have been more polite 

Or more accommodating than the honourable magiftrate's be- 
haviour to every gentleman who had fpoken upon the fub-* 
• ^ jea. ' . 

Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawlridge faid, there was a diftinflion between thd 
^^^i!^' condu61 of the two honourable gentlemen who had fpoken 
on the other fide of the Houfe. The gentleman who fpoke 
firfl: had very civilly defired him to poftponehis motion, and 
the other gentleman had endeavoured to compel him to bring 
it on, though he muft know, if he did not chopfe it, no mem- 
ber had it in his power to oblige him to make it. As he never 
took advice from his enemies, he certainly fhould not attend 
to what had fallen fro'm the honourable gentleman who had 
fpoken laft of the two, becaufi^ from what he had faid, he faw 
. plainly that he was no friend to his purpofe, but he would 
take the advice of the other honourable gentleman, and put 
off his motion till the Wedncfday following. 

The 
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The Hdufc having refo)ved itfelf into a Comtailtee of 
^uppfy, Mr. Gilbert took his feat at the table, and 

Captain Jamei Luttrell (Survey or- gieneral of .the Ordnance) Captjamei 
proceeded to open the eftimates, and explain the feveral arti- '••^^•'*« 
ties contained under the three diftin£t heads pf Ordinary, 
Extraordinary, and Unprovided Services. Mn Luttrell faid^ 
there was fooie difierdnce between the eftimates then under 
coniideration, and'thofe that had beeii prefented to the laft 
Parliament aiid voted by the Committee of Supply. 1 his 
difierence hi^ accounted for by ftating that an eflimate made 
iip to the end of May muA neceflarily amount to more thaa ' . 

an eftimate made up to fome earlier month in the year. He 
alfo flated that feveral of the articles that had been eroded out 
of the laft feftimatesi and not voted bv the laft Parliamenr, 
Were re-infertcd in thefe. tie particularly mentioned 50,000!. ' 
that was taow put clowri for fortifications for the better fecu- 
jrity of Portfmouth and Plymouth, which, he informed the 
Houfe, was.fo much for one year's profecutidn of a general " * 

plativof fortification, in order efie£tually to fecure thofe two 
important dock-yards and garrifohs from any fufprife or in* 
vafion by our enemies. He enlarged upon the utility of fuch 
a meafure's bding adopted, and the gi'eat national lofs and ca« 
lamity that would attend the deftruftion of either of thofe 
places, a deftru£iion that would neceflarily Involve in it the 
deftrudlion of the greateft part of our navy and of our naval 
ftores. fie entered pretty fully into the difcuflion of the 
ordnance debt, and ftated that Tound policy required, that H 
fliould be difcharged as fbOn as poffible, fidce fuch was the 
efied it had at prefent, that the Board of Ordnance could 
make no coiitradi with any artificer, or engage for any work 
lor the public ferviCe, but at the imiiiediate difcount of eight 
and twenty per centi He enlarged upon this difadvantage, 
and expreded an earneft wifli, that by a fpeedv difcharge of 
the debt, the C)rdnanee might be enabled to deal for ready 
money cinly, by which itieans, he was iure, the Public woula 
fave confiderable fums annually. Mr. Luttrell faid, he- be- 
lieved the beft way for him to proceed,, was to move his refo- 
lutiotis on^ after the other, and as gentlemen might think ex«- 
planation neceflary, to rife and give it, as often as it was Cal- 
led for. He concluded with moving, '* that a fum not exceed« 
•• ing 181,1411. 6s. 4d. be granted for defraying the expence 
** of fervices performed by the Office of Ordnance for land 
" fervicct arid not provided for by Parliament in 1783." 

Mr. Huffey (aid, he thought it was his duty to do on the Mr.^H^flS^ 
frefent occafittfl. what he had 49n« whea the Ordnance 

yw..XV.' - • • .U - ' :. eftimatt " 
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eftimate was under the confideration of the Committee of 
\ . Supply in the laft Parliament, viz. to rife and ttiake a few ob- 
fervations on fuch part of the eftimate as did not appear fa- 
tisfaftofy to him. He agreed perfedlly with the honourable 
gentleman who had opened the eftimate, in the idea, that it 
was much to be wimed that the Board of Ordnance were 
' enabled to deal for ready money;. He always had been of 
this opinion, becaufe he wa$ perfuaded the end of oeconomy 
would be anfwered bv it, and a conftderable faving made for 
{he Public. He declared, that no man had a higher opinion 
6f the noble Duke at the head of the Ordnance than h^ had. « 
He was perfuaded h^ had the public good fincerely at he;rrt, 
and would a6l honeftly and uprightly in his oflBce, but never- 
thelefs it was his duty, as a member of Parliament toiay^ 
, what part of any eftimate prefented tothe Houfe, appeared t6 
him to be obje£tionabIe ; they all knew, it was the peculiar 
duty of the Houfe to watch profeiEonat men, and to entertain 
a kind c^conftitutional jealoufy of every part of their official 
conduftv That fort of jealotify he ever mould feel, and from 
that feeling, he Could not give his confent to thslt part of the 
^ eftimate which .ftated 50,000!. for fortifications. He knew 

very well, that officers high in rank and experience, approved 
of thofe fortifications, and thought them requifite for the de- 
fence, and fecurixy of out dock-yards. It was, he faid, ex- 
tremely true, that the fecurity of Portfmouth and Plymouth 
was an'ob3e£l of the firft importance, and that the deft ruc- 
tion of either would be of the moft fatal confequence^ but 
ft ill he muft adhere to his old opinion^ that the beft defence 
and proteflion of our dock-yards, and indeed of the wl^ole 
of our coafts, was our navy. That was the means of fecu- 
rity in\which he placed the ereateft degree of confidence^ and 
therefore he muft objeft to that article of the eftimate which 
regarded the fortifications.; ^nd as the right honourable gen« 
tleman at the head of His Majefty^s Exchequer, had himfelf 
confented, when the Ordnance eftimates had been under the 
confideration of the laft Parliament, to ftrike the expence of 
the fortifications out of them, be pattered himfelf, he ihould 
have his fuppott on the prefent oceafion. 
Mr. ciiM« Mr., Chancellor Titt compUmeoted Mr. Huftey, on tht 
cfUor Fin, proper manner in which be had that d;jy difcharged, and in 
which indeed he on every oceafion difchai^ged his par)iainen< 
tary duty. Mr. Pitt admitted, that it was at all ttmestbe 
duty of theHoufe to watch profeffional theo^ in order to pre* 
^ vent their partialities to particular fervices, from indaciof 

then]^ to a(k for and apply a greater part of tho^puhtic Aoney t^ 
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thofe ferviees^ than on a fair coafideration of aH the different 
public feryio«$, ought in propriety to be appropriated to 
them* He allowed sjfoy that the national expenditure ought 
to be at 1^11 times narrowly watched, bat more efpecially when 
monomy was fo extremely necefl^y. He faid, he agreed 
perfe^iy in opiAioa with the honourable gentleman, that the 
neihie Duke* at lliekead of the Ordnance was, ^ all men, the 
iQoft to be rdied on, and the perfoo, who afforded the leaft 
occafiofi for that conftitutional jealoufy to be entertained re* 
fye&'iwg his conduct, of any man in public office. In this 
opmion^ and in an ^knowled^ement, that no man was moro 
watchful of the public expenditure^ more ^ealoufly a friend 
to eeconomy, and more careful to promote it on every occa- 
ikm, he believed, the generality of that Houfe and of the , 
Pttbitc would readily join. With regard to his having con* 
fented to ftrike the article of fortifications out of the Ord- 
nance efti mates, when prefented to the laft Parliament, it 
♦was undoubtedly true ; it was alfo true, that there were in 
the prdent eftimates other articles, which he had likewife 
eenfented to leave out, and not to vote till another year. 
But thofe getitlemen who had been prefent at the tiqie 
would be pleafed to recolleft, that he had fo confenfed, in 
order, that the neceffity for thofe^ articles might be inquired 
ioto, and afcertained. The interval of time that had pafled, 
iiQce the Ordnance efttmates were prefented to the laft Par* 
liameot, .had afforded an opportunity for that inveftiga^ion, 
and be was now thoroughly convinced of the adual and in*- 
difpenfable neceffity for the fortifications, and the other artiw 
cles, fome of which, upon inquiry, turped out to have been 
flruck out of the former eftimates very imprudently. JIis en- 
tered into a difcuffion of the fortifications projefked at Portf-- 
neuth and Plymouth, enlarging upon the neceffity of guard- 
ing agafnft a furprife at eithier of thofe places, the coiife- 
qoence of which might be not merely a deftruflion of the 
greateft part of our prefent navy, but of the very feeds of 
our future navies. He fiid, the only way to enable this 
country to carry on an oflfenfive war, was to put it jn her 
power to fend her fleets to diftant fcenes of adlion, and not ' 
keep them- conftantly at home for the defence of our coafts. 
A defenfive war was generally very expenfive, and we could 
not often expedl it to end otherwite than inglorioufly. The 
fortifications in queftion would Sufficiently fecure oui: dock- 
yitrds, and theretbre, were propofitions that were well worth 
attending to. The navy, he obferved, was deferv^dly a fa- 
vourite fervid, and money wa;5 liberally voted for it, but it 
\J Z would 
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would forely be extremely abfurd, while they were granting 
minions for the fer vice of the navy, tO ffefiife to grant thou- 
Tands to be applied to its prefervation. He trufted, therefore, 
that the Committee would be of opinion, tharthe fortifica<t 
tions (hould be proceeded on, and profecuted to their com«* 
pletion. Mr. Pitt imputed ^a great part of our misfortunes 
and burthens Xp the ruinous fyftem of conducting the public 
expenditure, that had fo long prevailed ; a fyftem, the prin- 
ciple of which was to' conceal the real amount of our ex- 
pence, and by a conftant feries of delufions, appear to be car- 
T '^y^'^g on the public bufinefs at a fmall charge, while we were 

all the while running deeply in debt. This fyftem, he faid, . 
it fhould be his objedl to aboli^, and in its ftead to let the 
.J^eople fee from time to time what their expences really were, 
and, if poffible, to incur no expence of any kind, the nature 
of which had not been previoufly madelcnown to Farliament, 
;^nd its confent to it obtained. ' 
ttpt Mu- Captain Macbrlde faid, he thought it extremely wrong to 
^»<*<r vote large fums for fortifications, unlefs the plans of thofe 
fortifications were laid on the table, and fubmitted to the 
opinions of oflScers capable of forming a judgement howfap 
they were advifeable or not. It was, in his opinion, to the 
laft degree abfurd, for officers of the military to have the 
condu<5 of fortifications intended for the fecurity of ^ur fea 
ports, without commupicating the plans of fuch fortifica^ . 
tions tp naval officers. The Captain ridiculed the idea of our 
, heing afraid of an invafion ; he faid, what were the enemy to 
com^ over in ? They wQuld fcarcely come over in balloons* 
What then were people frightened about ? They muft come 
in tranfports ; a fleet, therefore, was pur only fecurity. And 
what could occafion mir dread of their coming by furprife; 
. they muft come in tranfports, and the enemy had no large 
port oppofite to our coafts. He condemned thefortifica tions 
' at Portfmouth as an idle wafte of the public money, and faid, 
tlie officer who would attempt to land on the Portfrnoutl^ 
frde, would deferve to be hanged up with Jack the Painter for 
a fool. He entered into a difcufllon of the fituation of the 
place, and denied that there was a poffihility for the fecret 
embarkation or debarkation of a large body of boftile troops* 
He concluded with obje6bing to the article of the fortifi- 
canons. ' 

C»?tjapie| ' Captain James Luttrell faid, he regarded bis profeffion infi- 
H"f«^ nitely beyond any office or. place he could ever hold, but as a 
feaman he Would maintain, that the fortifications at Portf- 
tnouth were highly ;^dvifeable. He entered into, a diftinAion 

b^weeq 
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hitween the fortifications of a dock-yard and a fea'port, an4' 
the inland fortifications of cities, towns, &c; as was the cuf<> 
torn of France and Germany upon the continent. To thefe 
latter he (hooid have as much obje<fbion as the honourable 
efficer who had juft fat down. The fortification of a city, 
in- the interior of, a country, might impede the march 
of jm enemy's army, or the redu&ion of it might let them.' 
penetrate a thoufand miles farther ;^but the qafe was >yidely 
diSerefnt, when , the fortifications of Portfmouth and Plyw ^ 

inouth were the fubjefts of confideration. Mr, Luttreli en* 
hrged upon the great utility of fortifying thofe places 
firongly ; and among other good effeSts. it would produce, - * 

be mentioned as a very confiderable one, the enabling us to. ^ 
fepd o^r fleets out to fea to meet the bnemy, to attack 
thqm and to fight them» thus allowing us to carry on an of-*, 
fehfivewar, the only war Englifhmen ought to be engaged ^ • 

in;- a war confonant t6 the genius of the country, and that 
fort of war in which alone the British flag could be ex.alte4! 
In illuftration of this remark, Mr. Luttreli mentioned what^ 
had happened laft warv when be had been fent out to driven 
home all the merchant ihips he met, halter ikelter, as it 
were, to any port they could make^ thait they might not 
M'into the hands of the Dutch^ la order farther to prove: 
that we could not fafely rely on our fleets, even for home 
prote<Sion,, he put the cafe, that France ihould.have a fleet 
loi forty fail of th^ line txt fea^ and we a fleet of the fame^ 
number at Poftfmputh, and the enemy ihoutd come with 
their whole force to Plymouth, whither a weflerly wind 
would foon waft tbem^ That port, the dock-yard, town,. 
&c. alight he all defl:roy«d before we could make Plymouth 
with our fleet. 

Mr. ffuffey rofe to put factber queftions j and Sir James M^ Huf* 
Johhftone and feveral other members took part in the con- ^^^* 
verfation. At length the refolutlon was agreed to, and alfo 
a refoltttion that a fum not exceeding 420,008!. 2s. yd. be 
granted to His Majefty, for the chargfe of tne ofiice of Ord- 
nance for land fer vice in 1784. ^, ^ 

Juw 14. ' ^ ^^ 

-, Mr.- HhJ^ Phje^ed to the Report of the Ordnance w^- H«f- 
heing brought up; he (aid, fr Report refpefting.the Ordnance *^' 
hild been prefented Ity the Co"^n^iffioners or Accounts, and 
he wiihed to have a previous opportunity of examining that 
Report; Tli^ Comn^i^ioners were well paid by the Public, ' 
• ' . but 
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but not better than they cteferve^ aad th« public (HIgbt t0 
be benefited by their labours. 

Ciipt. Jtmei Mr. J^mes LuttreU aafwered, Aat the Report of the Com« 
^^^ ' ihiffioners of Accounts, ib far from being a reafon for the pro- 
pofed delay, . would be found to ftate the flrbngefl arguafients 
for accelerating the bufinefs,of the day, He then entered 
in^o.the fubje£): of the Ordnance Report, and wiilied that 
the honourable gentleman would inform himfdf better be- 
fore he brought the charges asainft a. public boards which 
. be dated him to have done in the former debate. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. ChJM5cellor Pitt' ftated that, the Report of the Com^ 

•cUor Pitt, mifiioners of Accounts which related to» reforms in o£ee^ 
and to fome favings in the mode of paffing the aocounl% 
was furely no reafon for poftponiiig a vote of payment of a 
debt incurred. . , , 

Mr. Scka. Mr. Eden fa id, that perbap$ it was not irregular to refer to 
the former debate^ the prefent quefiion being in ftri6lnefs « 
mere continuation pf that debate ^ and as his honourable friend 
had been accufed of making chains with rafiinefs and igno^ 
rande againft the Board bf Ordnance, he, who had beea 
prefent during the converfation allttded to, thought it li juft 
Attention to his bonourabte friend to declare, that there 
neyieir was an inftance in which a: fubjeA of accounts had 
been difcufled with more propri^y atul faimefs, or with d* 
more juft difcernment and knowledge of the buiinefs. As 
to receiving the Report of the Ordnance, he agreed with 
the ^right honourable gentleman, that it might be received 
immediately without any want m^ 4)rcper nefpefil to tte 
Comttiiflibnfers of Accounts. Gentlemen were always hb* 
vi/h d their praifes on thofe Commiffioners, who well de- 
ferved much praife; but he wiflied that the Houfe wouU 
give an ufeful attention inftead of' empty compliments to the 
many Reports which hud been prefented and printed. One 
Report alohe, prefented in the beginning of the laft feiBon, 
fuggeftad a faving of i%o^ooo\. a year; it bad beeil muali 
admired, but had never yet been diicuflfed. 

tutifii*^** Mr. Luitrell explained, that he had not meant to convey 
an idea of cenfure on the honourable gentleman, but per- 
fifted in preiTmg forwards the bufinefs. 
The report was brought up and agreed jto. 
The Houfe then went into a Committee of Supply, and 
Sir George Yonge mpved for the following fums : 

636,1901. 9s. id. for guards, garifons, &c. in Britain* 
a84,2i3l. 2S. 9d. for the forces in the plantations. 
82 52L 7s, 9d, for the forces in the Eaft Indies. 

6080I. 
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6o8ol, 6s. 6d. for the Britifh ftaff. 

937 1 1. 17s, 9d/for two Hanoverian battalions. • 

07,5511. 148. id. for the Paymafter General and other 
officers. 

173,001!. 155. 5}d. for Chelfea Hotpital, &c. 

4830!. 7s. 6d. roads and bridges in Scotland. , 

317,0761. 17s. 9d. extuordinaries. 

2,043,9151. 3$. od. ektraordinaries. 

Thele motions were all agreed to ; and the Committee then 
voted feveral fums to th6 finking fund, te make Up for pay* 
. men ts made from it. 

Mr Burke then rofe to make a motion relative to the 
King's fpeech, of which he gave the Houfe notice the week 
before. He began by faying, that he had undertaken a taik 
to which he knew his abilities were not equal; but in fo do- 
ing, he felt that he differed not from the reft of mankind^ 
who feeing an occafion for a great exertion of humanity, 
followed the impulfe of their feelings, without being deter- 
red by the confideration, that their exertion would be to no 
purpofe. He declared that in what he was about to do, he 
z&eA folely from himfelf, without having confulted any man 
upon earth : the queftion therefore that he intended to pro- 
pofe, ought not to be confldered as a party queftion? it was 
exclafivety his own ; and there would be no caufe for tri- 
umph, if it ftibuld be rejefled, as it w:is the meafure of an 
inconfiderable individual ; and as he was refolved to conform 
to the fenfe of ^the Houfe, he would not call for a divifion, 
if he ihould find his propofition w^s not univerfally 'ap- 
proved. 

At this time of day, he obferved, the queftion might not 
appear of very great confequence to foyie gentlemen ; but 
to him it appeared to be of fo great a magnitude, that it oc- 
cupied his whole mind ; and he was not aftiamed to fay 
that his foul was full of it : a Parliament had been ferttenced, 
condemned, and executed, and no notice bad yet been taken 
of fo great and extraordinary an event ! If the meaneft'fub- 
jeft in the land had died fuddenly, or by violent means, an 
irwjueft would have taken cognizance of the cafe, and en- 

Juired into the caufes of his death -, but the Parliament of 
Jreat Britain has been put to a violent death ; and no Coro- 
ner had yet held an inqueft on the body ! No enquiry had 
been made whether it had been feJo dc fe, or jure cajus 1 
Did the people then think the fudden death of Parliament 
Was X fubjedt too trifling for enquiry ? Or did they think 

that 
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that all \vhich might have been apprehended from fuch a 
death, had periihea with the Parliament? He feared, alas, 
fhnt the fatal confequence: of it would long furvive it, and 

. he entailed on future Parliaments I Much had been faid of 
the fenfe of the People as the j;rounds'on which Minifters 
might reft their defence of the late diflblution $ and on thi« 
head he was ready to confefs that the fenfe of the People, 
however erroneous at times, muft always govern the Li^if- 
lature of this country: but it was dimcult to collect that 
fenfe \ and it was femetimes the duty of the better informed, 
and more enlightened part of the community, to refift the 
fenfe of the People, when It appeared that the ^People were 
deceived or mifled. For his part, he did not think that the 
wifer part of the Public approved of the diflblution of the 
iate Parliament, or difapproved o,f the flneafures which 
avowedly were the occafion of that evenf : the People, in 
his opinion, might be divided into thre^ clafles, one com- 
pofed of perfons who, dazzled witli the luftre of the Crown* 
could never bring themlelves to think that Government 
might be in the wrong ; they were the political high flyers, 
who made it a point to fupport the Crown a tort tt a trovers t 
this clafs, he faid, .was very numerous; and in it, he was 
forry to add, were to be found many very refpeftable cha- 
racters. In the fecond clafs he placed thofe who, though 
fworn enemies to. the Crown, were ever ready to fall upoii 
the Houfe of Commons, becaufe they conceived that Houfe 
to be the conflitutional guardians and defenders of that 
fpecies of monarchy which in this country had ever been 
thought neceflary for the well-being of Government. Thefe 
two bodies of men, he faid, generally united in running 
down the Houfe of ^ommons, though with the moft oppo- 
fite views. The third clafs confifted of all thofe perfons 
who did not enter into the other two ; they were the mode- 
rate and impartial, who, alike friends to the Crown, and. to 
the democratic part of the Conftitution, wi/hed to maintain 
both in the full enjoyment of their refpedlive prerdgfitives 

^ and privileges. Of thefe he would not hefitate to fay# full 
three-fourths wetot heart and hand with the late Hpufe of 
Commons ; the other fourth-part, he beljeved, had beea 
driven by mifreprcfentations into a' confederacy with two 
daf&s of men whofe principles tliey equally detefted, the 
lovers.ofabfolute monarchy, arid the fworn enemies of every 
fpecies of monarchy. He trufte^, indeed, that many, of 
them had lately been undeceived ; it Was the duty ot the 
Houfe of Commons to Warn the remainder of the dangers 
1 ' to 
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to which they etpofed their liberties, through the delufion 
under which they a£ked. He feared there was a fettled plan 

' to deftroy, not the form, but the effence and eflScacy of the 

, Houfe^oi Commons. Do6lrines, big with danger to the 
Conftitution had been broached within the two laft years^ 

■ firft by the noble Lord who Was at th« head of the Adminif- 
tration before the laft (the Earl of Shelburne) and lately re- 

• vived by the Minifter who had received his political edu- 
cation at the feet of that Gamaliel. In a fpeech from the 
Throne, dt ihe opening of the fef&on before the laft, the 
King was made to fay by that Minifter, that the People ex- 
pefted unanimous exertions on the part of the Houfe : this 
aflumption of the tribunitian power oy the Sovereign, was 
truly alarming. When -Aiaguifus Caelar modeftly confented 
to become the tribune of the People, Rome gave up into 
the hands of that Prince the ohly remaining ihield ftie had 
to proteft her liberty. The tribunitian power in this coun- 

^ try, as in ancient Rome, was wifely kept diftinft and fepa- 
ratefrom the executive power : in this government it was 
conftitutionally lodged where it ought naturally to be lodged, 
in the Houfe of Commons; and to that Houfe the pe9ple 
ought firft to carry, their complaints, even when they were 
direded againftthe meaiiires of the Houfe itfelf: but now 
the People were taught to pafsby.the door of the Houfe 
of Commons, and fiapplidate the Throne for the proteftion ' 
of their liberties j hence the diffolution of the late Parlia- 
ment pfetendedly in obedience to the fenfe of the People ; 
from addrefles the fenfe of the People had been coliefted, 
arid not from the Houfe of Commons. , But he warned the 
People to beware of this double Houfe of Commons, which 
Minifters wer& erefting on the foundation of their delufion; 
the Commonsof England in Parliament aftembled ; and the 
Commbns of England in corporation and coanty meetings 
^itjperfed : an artful Minifter would craftily play ofF the one 
after the other; he would make ufe of a pliant Houfe of 
Comnfcns to opprefs the People ; and he would make ufe of 
a deluded Houfe of Commons, difperfed through the coun- 
try, to itwe a refractory or independent collefted Houfe of 
Commons. If the proceedings of the late Parliament had 
been really difagreeable to the People, why had. they not 
petitioned that Houfe againft thofe proceedings ? If they had 
petitioned, and their prayers had been difregarded, or treated, 
with contempt, then addrefles to the Throne for a diflblutioii 
^f Parliament would have been extremely proper : when ^ • 
public oeconomy became the general wilh of* tlie People, 
Vol. XV, , , X petition^ ' 
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petitions were prefent^d not to the Crown, but to the Hoofisr 
of Commons ; but meahs had been contrived of late fo to 
delude the People, as to make them the very inftruments of 
the degtadation of that branch of the Government ; the de- ^ 
ftrudlion pf which muft neceffarily be attended with the 
!ofs of their liberty. The Eafl-India bill had been made the 
fpfecious pretext of" the diflblution ; it was reprefented as a 
violent attack upon the franchifes of j^he people, an inva* 
fion of the royal prerogative, and a medium through which 
the late Minifters intended to have fecured to themfeives a 
power paramount to every power in the 'kingdom. Inde-- 
fence of that bill, he faid, that it did not appear reafonable 
that the Proprietors of Eaft-India flock ihould in future re- ^ 
tain in their hands a power which they had fo grofsly abuied; • 
by which they had plundered and rendered miferable many 
millions of {^erfons, who were under the protedlion of this ^ 
nr^tion ; a power which had enabled them to enter iutcy the 
mofl unjtift and impolitic wars, the confequence of which 
brought very heavy expence upon this kingdom As to the 
invafion of the Royal prerogative, he was furprlfed to hear 
' that brought as a charge laid at the door of the Eaft- 
India bill. The power of making war, and of carry^ 
ing it on, where and in what manner he pleafed, was 
certainly one of the firft and greatefl prerogatives of 
the Crown ; and yet the late Houfe of Commons not 
only addrefi'ed the King not to carry on the war on tbe 
continent of America, but went fo far even as to vote that 
man an enemy to his country who (hould advife the carrying 
' of it on^ or who fhoold ailift in it ; fo that though Sir Henry 

Clinton, for inftance, w^s bound by the Mutiny aft to obey 
the King's orders, as Captain General of the forces, and 
was even liable to be fhot if he fhould refufe to obey thero, 
fiill the refolutions of the Houfe of Commons would attach 
vpon him, and fufpend the whole fyflem of military fubor- 
dmation ; and yet that refolution had been fupported by the 
warmefl friends of the prei'ent Miniflry, and by himfelf; 
and no one ever thought of making it a ground for the diffo- 
lution of the Parliament, ^s to the patronage of the Eafl- 
India Company, which it was faid Miniftry intended to 
make the means of rendering themfeives paramount to the 
Crown, heobferved, that thofe'wHo were at this moment ia 
. full poiTeflion of that patronage (the Company) were very 
far from being independent of the Crown, fo far from being 
paramount to it ; and he could alTure the Houfe^ on his coo- 
4 fcience^ 
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fcience, and on his hbnour, that the pcrfons who were to 
have been at the head of the Company's alFairs, had been' 
bufied in deyifing means by which they might have put it 
moftcfi'cflually out of their own power tq derive any emo-^ 
lamdnt or parliamentary fiipport fronv their fituation : and 
he himfelf had made it a point to fhut his ears to every ap- 
plication that had been made to liim for )iis influence with 
thofc who were jtohave been in the direftion of India affairs, 
under the bill brought in by his right honourable friend :• to 
the truth of this affertion he called God to b^ his witnefs; 
and he affured the Houfe, that by his conduft on that occa- 
fion he had made himfelf many enemies, and not one friend. 
But had his fight honourable friertd's bill been 9s bad as fome 
people had reprefe'nted it to be, ftill he would maintain that 
the King could not, conftitutionally fpeaking, aflign the ex- 
iftence of fuch a bill as the reafon for his diffolving the Par- 
liament; for, in the firft place, he ought not to have known 
that a bill was in cxiftence; and in the next, the Houfe had 
aright to entertain whatever bill it pleafed, even if it were 
poffibie that it could be treafonable, or if it were even for 
lopping off a Whole branch of the prerogative ; a bill of ex-» 
clufion had been entertained by Parliament: and if the. day 
ihould come when either a member of the Hoofe, or thq * 

vbole Houfe, fhould b&made rcfponlible for a part taken in 
any bill, on that day would the liberties of England expire. 
An attack might be made on the prerogative by the Houfe 
of Peers ; and yet that would be no ground for a diflblution,, 
as the Peers of the new Parliament would be precifely the 
fame who attacked the prerogatives in the laft. This was a , 

time which called upon the Houfe to oppofe doftfines which 
leemed to be gainingground : a noble Lord (Shelburne) had 
often mentioned the balance of the different branches of the 
Conftitution — but for his part he reprobated the idea : this 
was not a government of balances: and a noble Duke 
(Richmond) in his letter to the Volunteers of Ireland, had 
pofitively rcjeSed the idea o^ a balance ; for he would not 
allow the King a negative on the afts of both Houfes, as it , 

would be ftrange indeed (obfcrve^l his Grace) that one man 
Ihould have it in his power, by his negative, to counterafit 
;/ the wifdom'of the Lords and Commons, or, in other words, 
I of the whole nation. This obfervation, Mr. Burke faid, 
might as well be applied to the Houfe of Lords; fot it 
Vould be a ftrange thing if two hundred Peer$ fhopld have 
, it in their power to defeat by their negative vvhat had ^beenr 

X 2 *don9 
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* done by the People of England. He concluded by obicnr«* 
ing, that if the meafure^ of the late Parliament were uncon- 
ftituticJnal, they ought to be condemned and cenfured : if, 
en the other hand, they were ftriSly conftitutional, it was 
' the more incumbent on the prefent ^Houfe to defend and 
maintain them, . as the laft Houfe was faid to have, been put 
. to. death for having fupported them. ' 

He concluded with making his motion^ which was as 
follows : ' 

That a reprefentation be prefented to His Majefty, moft 
humbly to offer to his royal confideration, that the addrefs 
jof this Houfe- upon His Majefty's fpeech from the throne, 
ivas diQatcd folely by our convi^ion of His Majefty's own 
jnoft gracious intentions towards his People, which, as we 
feel with gratitude, fo we are ever ready to acknowledge 
with chearfulnefs and fatisfa£lion. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, we were willing to fepa- 
rate froni our general expreffions of duty, refpeft, and ve- 
neration to His Majefty's royal perfon, and his princely vir- 
tues, all difcuffion whatever with relation to fcveral of the 
matters fuggefted, and feveral of the expreffions employed, 
in that fpeech. 

That it was' not fit or becoming that any decided opinion 
fhould be formed by his faithful Commons on that fpeech, 
without a degree of deliberation adequate to the importance 
of the pbjeft. Having afforded ourlclves due time for that 
deliberation, we do now moft humbly beg leave to re^prefcnt 
/ to His^Majefty, that, in thp v fpeech from the Throne, his 
Miniftcrs have thought proper to ufe a language of a very 
aiarming import, unauthorifed by the pra£tice of good titiaes, 
and irreconcileable to the principles of riiis Government. 

Humbly to exprefe to His Majefly, that it is the privilege 
and duty of this Houfe to guard the Conftitution from all 
infringetpent on the part of Minifters ; and, whenever the 
occafion requires it, to warn them againft any abufe of the 
authorities committed to them : but it is very latefy *, that, 
in a manner nojt more unfeemly than irregular and prepofte- 
Tous, Minifters have thought proper, by admonition from 
the Throne implying diftruft and reproach, to convey the 
Mpe&ations of the People to us, their fole reprefentativesf; j 
* - ' and i 

* S^ee King's fpeech, Dec. 5, 1782, and May 19, 1784. ■ 

f " I will never fubmit to the doflrines I have heard this day from j 

J* the Woolfack, that the other Houfe (Houfe of Commons) are the 1 

*i only 
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and have prefumecl to caution us, the general guardians of 
the Conftitutiod^ againft any infringement of it on o^r 
parts. ' . 

This dangerous innovation we, his faithful Commons, . 
think it our duty to mark; and as thefe admonitions from 
the Throne, by their frequent repetition, feem intended to 
lead gradually to the eftablifhment of an ufage, we hold our- 
fclves bound thus folemnly to proteft againft them. 

This Houfe will be, as it ever ought to be, anxioufly at- 
tentive to the inclinations and interefts of its conilituents : 
nor do wc defire to ftraiten any of the avenues to the Throne, 
or to either Houfe of Parliament. But the ancient order^ 
in whic'h the rights of the People have been exercifedj is not 
a reftridion of thefe rights. It is a method providently 
framed in favour of xthofe privileges^ which it preferves and 
enforces*" by keeping in that courfe which has been found the 
moft efFeAual for anfwerin^ their ends. His Majefty may 
receive the opinions and wifhes of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their feals, as ex* 
preffing their own particular fenfc ; and he may gtant fuch 
rcdrefs as the legal powers of the Crown enables the Crown 
to afford. This, and the other Houfe of Parliament, may 
alfo receive the wifhes of fuch corporations and individuals 
by petition. The colleAive fenfe of his People His Majefty 
is to receive from his Commons in Parliament aflembled. 
It would deftroy the whole fpirit of the conftitution, if hi& 
Comilions were to raceive that fenfe from the Minifters of 
the Crown, or to admit them to. be a proper or a regular 
-channel for conveying it. 

That tl^c Minifters in the faid fpeech declare, ** His Ma* 
^' jefty has a juft and confident reliance, that we (his faith- 
^^ ful Commons) are animated with the fame fentiments of 
*^ loyalty, and the fame attachment to our excellent Confti- 
^^ tution, which he had the happinefs to fee fo fully maai- 
" fefted in every part of the kingdom." 

To reprefent that his faithful Commons have never failed k 

in loyalty to His Majefty ; it is new to them to be reminded 
of it. It is unneceflary and invidious to prefs it.upon then^ 
by any example. This recommendation of loyalty, after 

^ only repfefentativei and guardians of the People's rights ; 1 boldly 
" maintaio the contrary : I fay this Houfe (Houfe of Lords) is equally 
" the reprefcntative of the People." — Lord Shelbume's fpeech, 
Aprils, I778# Vide this work, Vol. X. pag? 39«» 

His 
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His Majcfty has fat for fo many years, with the full fupport 
of all dcfcriptions of his fubjefts, on^ the throne of this 
kingdom, at a time of profound peace, and without any pre^ 
tcuce of the cxiftence or apprehenfion of war or confpiracy^ 
becomes in itfclf a fource of no fmall jealoufy to. his faith- 
ful Commons; as many circumftances lead us to apprehend 
that therein the Minifters have reference to fome other mca- 
fures and principles of loyalty, and to fome other ideas of 
the conftiti^tion, than the laws require, or the pra£tice of 
Parliament will admiu 

No regukr conimunication of the proofs of loyalty and 
attachni^nt to the Conftitution, alluded to in the fpeech from 
the Throne, have been laid before this Houfe, in order to 
enable us to judge of the nature, tendency, or occaiion of 
them, or in what particular afts they were difplayed : but 
if we are to fuppofe the manifeftations of loyalty (which arc 
held out to us as an example of imitation) coniift in certain 
addreflcs delivered to His Majefty, promifing fupport to His 
Majefty in the exercifc of his prerogative, and thanking His 
Majefty for removing certain of his Minifters on account of 
the votes they have, given upon bills depending in Parlia- 
ment ; if this be the example of loyalty alluded to in the 
fpeech from the Throne, then we muft beg leave to expreft 
our ferjous concern for the imprcffion which has been made 
on many of our fellow fubjefts by mifreprefentations, which 
have feduced them into a feeming approbation of proceedings 
>fubverfive to their own freedom. We conceive, that the 
• opinions delivered in thefe papers were not well confidered ; 

nor were the parties duly informed of the nature of the 
matters oft which they were called to determine, nor of 
thofe proceedings of Parliament which they were led tQ 
cenfure. 

We fhkll a£k more advifcdly. The loyalty we Ihall ma- 
nifeft will not be the fame with theirs; but, we truft, it will 
be equally fincere, and more enlightened. It is no flight 
, authority which fliall perfuade us (by receiving as proofs of 
loyalty the miftaken principles lightly taken up in thefe ad- 
dreflcs) obliquely to criminate, with the heavy and unground"!> 
cd charge of diUoyalty and difaffeftiOn, an uncorrupt, inde- 
pendent, and reforming Parliament. Above all, wc fhall 
take care that none of the rights and privileges, .always 
claimed, and (ince the accefGon of His Majefty 's illuftrious 
family conftantly exercifed by this Houfe, (and which we 
bold and exercife in truft for the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, 
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taiti, and for their benefit) fliall be conftru£live!y fufrrcn- 
deredy or even weakened and impaired under ambiguous 
phrafes and implications of'cenfure on the late parliamen- 
ttry {>roceedings. If thefe claims arc not well founded^ 
they ought to be honeftly abandoned ; if they are juft, they ^ 
ought to be fteadily and refolutely maintained* 

Of His Majefty's own gracious difpofition towards the 
true principles of our free conftituiion, his faithful Con?- 
iDons never did, or could, entertain a doubt : but we hum- 
bly beg leave to exprefs to His Majefty our uneafinefs con-« 
ccrni^ng other new and unufual exprcffiops of his Mimfters, * 
declaratory of a rdolution " to fupporr, in their juft ba- 
" l^nce, the rights and privileges of every branch of the 
« Legiflature." 

It were defirable that all hazardous theories concerning a 
balance of rights' and privileges (a mode of expreffion wholly 
foreign to parliamentary ufage) might hive been forborne. 
His Majefty's faithful Commons are well inftruftcd in their 
own rights -and privileges, which they are determined to 
Qiaintain on the footing upon which they were handed down , 
from their anceftors : they are not unacquainted with the 
rights and privileges of the Houfe of Peers ; and they know 
and refpcfl the lawful prerogatives of the Crown : but they 
do not think it fafe to admit any thing concerning the ex- 
iftence of a balance of thofe rights, privileges, ^nd preroga- 
tives ; nor are they able to difcern to what objedts Minifters 
would apply their fiftion of a balance; nor what they 
would confider as a juft one. Thefe unauthorifed doftrines 
have a tendency to ftir improper difcuiiions ; and to lead to 
mifcbievous innovations ih the Conftitution*'. 

That 

* Lord Shtlburne, in his fpeech, April 8,. 177 8, expreffed hiixi- 
felf as follows : vide this work, vol. X. 

"The noble and learned Lord oh the woolfack, in the debate 
" which opened the bufinefs of this day, afferted, that your Lord- , 
** fliips were incompetent to make any alteration in a money bill, or 
'* a bill of fuppiy. I ihould be glad to fee the matter* fully and fairly 
•* difcufled, and the fubjet^ brough>t forward and argued upon prece- 
'^ dent as well as all its collateral relations. I fhould be pleafed to 
" fefe the quefti^n fairly committed, were it for no other reafon but to 
** hear the fleek, fmooth Contra£lors from the other Houfe, come to ■ 
" that bar and declare, that they, and they only, could frame a mo» 
" ney bill; and they, and they only, 'could difpofe olF the property 
*'of the Peer* of Grea( Britain. Perhaps fome arguments more 

** plauiible 
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That his faithful Commons mbft humbly recommend, in* 
flead of the inconfiderate fpeculations of unexperienced 
men, that on all occafions, refort fhould be had' to the happy 
. praftice of Parliament, and to thofe folid maxims of go- 
vernment which have prevailed fmce the acceffion of His 
Majefty's illullribus family, as furnifhing the only fafe prin- 
ciples on which the Crown and Parliament can proceed. 

We think it ^e more neceflary to be cautious on this 
head, as, in the laft Parliament, the prefent Minifters had 
thought proper to countenance, if not to fuggcft, an attack 
upon the moll clear and undoubted rights and privileges of 
this Houfe. 

Fearing, from thefe extraordinary admonitions, and from 
the rtew doftrines which feem to nave diftated feveral un- 
ufual expreffions, that His Majefty has been abufed by falfe 
re,prefentations of the ilate proceedings in Parliament, we 
think it our duty refpe6lfully to inform His Majefty, that ' 
no attempt Whatever has been made againft his lawful pre- 
rogatives, or againft the rights and privileges- of "the Peers, 
by the late Houfe of Commons, in any c5' their addrefles^ 
votes^ or refolutions : neither do we know of any proceed- 
ing by bill, in which jit was propofed to abridge the extent 
of his royal prerogative : but if fuch provifion had exifted 
in any bill, we proteft 'and we declare againft all fpeeches, 
a£is or addrefles, from anv perfon whatfoever, which have 
a tendency to cOnfider fucn bills, or the perfons concerned 
in them, as juft objefts of any kind of cenfure and punifh- 
. ment from the Throne. Neceflary reformations nlay here- 
rfter require, as they have frequently done In former times^ 
limitations and abridgements, and in fome cafes an entire ex-" 
tindion of fome branch vof pjerogative. If bills fhould be 
improper in the form in which they appear in the Houfe 

**5 plaufible than thofe I heard this day from the woolfack, to ibesr^ 
** that the Commons have an uncontrollable, unqualified right, to 
*' bind your Lordfhips' property, may be urged by them. At prefent 
** I beg leave to differ from the noble and learned Lord; for until the 
*' claim, after a folemn difcufRon of the Houfe, is openly and di- 
** refily rclinquifhed, I fhall continue to be of opinion, that yourLord* 
. •* ihips have a right to alter, amend, or reje6t a monfey bill.** 

The Duke of Richmond alfo, inhis ktter to the volunteers of 
Ireland, fpeaks of feveral of the powers exercifed by the Houfe of 
Commons, in the light of ufurpatioi)s ; aira his Grace is of opinion, 
that when the People are reflorcd to what he conceives to be their 
n]ght?, in elefting the Houfe of Commons, the other branches of the . 
Legiflature ought to be reftored to theirs* Vide Remembrancer^ 
voK XVI. , 

where 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC ' 



A. 1784. D E B A T E S» 161 

where they originate, they are liable, by the wifdom of this 
Conilitution, to be corre£ied, and even to be to^llv fet 
afide, elfewhere. This is the known, 'the legal, and the 
fafe remedy : but whatever, by the manifeftation of the 
Royal difpleafure, tends to intimidate individual members , 
from propodng, or this Hpufe from receiving, debating, and 
paffing bills* ti^nds to prevent even the beginning of every 
reformation in the State ; and utterly deilroys the delibera- 
tive capacity of Parliament. We therefore claim, demand, 
and infift upon it, as our undoubted right, that no perfons 
Ihall b^ deemed proper obje£ls . of animadverfion by the 
Crown, in any' mode whatever, for the votes which they 
give, or the propofitions which they make, in Parliament. 
•We humbly conceive, that befides its ihare of the leeif- 
lative power, and its right of impeachment, by the law 
and ufage of Parliament, this Houfe has other powers 
and capacities, which it is bound to maintain. This Houfe. 
isaflurfed, that our humble advice on the exercife of prero^ 
gative will beheard with the fame attention with which it 
has ever been regarded ; and that it will be followed by the 
fame efieds which it has ever produced, during the happy 
aod glorious reigns of His Majefty's Royal Progenitors j not 
doubting but that, in all thofe points, we ftiall be con- 
fidered as a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
not merely as an accufer of competence to criminate *. This 
Hoiife claims both capacities ; ati^ we trufl that we ihall be 
left to our free difcretion which of them we ihall employ as 
beft calculated for His Majefly's and the national fervice. 
Wheiiever we fhall fee it expeaient to offer our advice con- 
ceming His Majefty's fervants, who are thofe ot the Pub- 
lic, we confidently hope, that the perfonal favour of any 
Miniiler, or any fet of Minifters, will not be more dear to 
HisMajefly, than the credit and charai^er of an Houfe of 
Commons. It is an experiment full of peril to put the re« 
prefentative wifdom and juflice of His Majefly/s People in 
the wrong ; it is a crooked and defperate defign, leading to ^ 
mifchief, the extent of which no human wifdom can forefeet 
to attempt to form a prerc^ative party in the nation, to be 
reforted to as occafion fhall require, in derogation from the * 

authority of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 

* ^' I obfenre at the fame time, that there is no charge or com* 
** fhdvx fuggefted againft my prefent Minifters." — The King'^s an*^ 
fwer, 35th Febfuary, 17 84, to the addrefs of the Houfe of Com" 
nu>nt« 

Vot. XV, Y aflim- 
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aflembled : it is a contrivance full of danger, for Miniftert 
to fet up the reprefentative and conftituent bodies of the 
Commons of this kingdom as two leparate' and diflin<S 
powers, formed to counterpoife each other, leavingthe pre- 
ference in the hands of fecret advifers of the Grown. In 
fuch a fituatibm of things, thefe advifers, taking advantage 
of the differences which may accidentaUy arifej Xyr may pur- 
»pofely be fomented between then/, will have it jn their 
choice to refort to the one or the other, as may beft futt the 
purpofes of their finifler ambition. By exciting an emula- 
tion and conteft between the reprefentative and confiitnent 
bodies, as parties contending for credit and influence at' the 
N Throne, facrifices will be made by both ; and the whole can 

end in nothing but the deftr.uftion of the deareft rights and 
liberties of the nation. K there muft be another mode of 
convey mg the colle6live fenfe of the People to the Throne 
than by thp Houfe of Commons, it ought to be fixed and de- 
' fined, and its authority ought to be fettled : it ought not to 
' ^ exiil in fo precarious and xiependent a ftate as that Minifters 
ihould have it in their power,- at their own mere pleafure, to 
acknowledge it with refpedl, or to rejecS: it with fcorn. . 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the Crown to difiblve 
Parliament ; but we beg leave to lay before His Majefty, 
that it is, of all the trufts veiled in his Majefty, the moil 
critical and delicate, and that in which this Houfe has tlic 
moft reafon to require, not only the good faith, but-:the fa* 
Vour of the Crown. His Commons are not always upop a 
par with his Minifters in an application to popular judge- 
ment : it is not in the power of the members of this Houfe 
to go to their election at the moment the moft favourable to 
them. Itis'in the power of the Crown to choofe a time for 
their JifTolution whilft great and arduous matters of ftate 
and leglfla«Ton are depending, which may be eafily mifunder-* 
ftood, and which cannot be fully explained before that mif- 
- underftandit}g" may prove fatal to the hoQOur that belongs, 
and to the confideration that is due, to members of Par* 
liament. 

With his Majefty is the gift of all the rewards, the ho* 
nours, diftin^iions, favour, and grace of the State; with 
hi^ Majefty is the mitigation of all the rigours of the laws 
and we rejoice to fee the Crown poflefled of trufts calcfu- 
' lated to obtain good- will, arid charged with duties which are 

popular and pleafing. -Our trufts are of a Hifi^nt kind. 
^ Our duties are harfii and invidious/in their nature , and juf* 

tice and fafety is all we can expe£t in the exercife of them. 

^ - Wt 
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We are to offer falutary, which is not always pleaCitg* 
council: we are to inquire and accufej and the objedls of 
our inquiry and charge will be ibr the moft part perfons of 
wealthy power, and extenfive conne£lions : we ^re to make 
rigid laws for the prefervation of revenue, which of-necef- 
fity mor« or lefs confine foine aiElion, or reftrain fome func- 
tion, which' bjefore was free^ what is the moft critical and 
invidious of all^ th^ whole hody of the pahlic impofitions 
originate from us, and the hand of tlie Houfe of Commons 
is feen and felt in every burden that pref&s on the people. 
Whilft, ultimately^ we iare ferving them, and in the firft in- 
ftance whilft we are ferving HisMajefty, it will be hard, in- 
deed, if we fliould fee a Houfe of Commons the vidti'm of 
its zeal arid fifdelity, facrificed by his Mrnifters to thbfe very 
popular difcontents which fliall be excited by our dutiful en- 
deavours for the fbcurity and greatnefs of his Throne, No 
pther confequence can refult from fuch an example, but that, 
in future, the Houfe of Commons, confulting its fafety at 
the expence of its duties, and.fuffering the whole energy of* 
the State to be relaxed, will ftirink from every fervice, 
which, liowever neceftary,* is of a great and arduous nature, 
or that, willing to provide for the public neceflities, .and, at 
the fame time, td^ fccure the means of performing that tafk, 
they will exchange independence for proteftionj and will 
coujt a fubfervient exiftence through the favour of thofe 
Minifters of State, or thofe fecret advifers, .who ought them- 
felves to ftand in awe of the Commons of this realm. 

An Houfe of Commons^ reip^fted by his Minifters, is 

eflential to His Majefty's fervice : it is nt that they fhould 

: yield to Parliament, and not that Parliament fliould be broken 

.and new modelled until it is fitted to "their purpofes. If 

our authority is only to be held up when we coincide in 

opinioii with his Majefty's advifers, but is to be fet at nought 

. the moment it 'differs from them,, the Houfe of Commons 

, will fink into, a mere appendage of Adminiftration ; and will 

lofe that independent chara6ter v^hicli, infeparably conneft- 

ing the honour and reputation with, the a<9s of this Houfe, 

enaoles us to afford a real, . effe6live, and fubftaptial fupport . 

to his government. It is the deference fliewn to our ppi- 

nion, when we diflfent from the fcrvants of the Crown, 

which alone can give authority to the prpceedings of this 

Houfe, when it concurs with their meafures. 

That authority once loft, the credit of His Majefty's 
Crown will be impaired in the eyes of all nations. Foreign 
powers, who may ye^ Wiih to revive a friendly imercourfe 

Y 2 with 
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with this nation, will look in vain for that hold which gave 
a connexion with Great Britain the preference to an alliance 
with any other, State. An Houfe <rf Commons, of which 
' Minifters were khowii to ftand in awe, where every thing 
was neceffarily difcufled, on principles fit to he openly and 
puWidy avowed, and vvhicfi could not he retraced or varied 
y without danger, furnifhed a ground of confidence in the 
public faith, which the engagement of no State dependent 
.on the fluftuation of pferfonal favour, and private advice, 
cai) ever pretend to. If faith with the Houfe of Commons, 
the grand fecurity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a wound is given to the political importance 
of Great Britain, which will not eafily be healed. 

That there was a great variance between the late Houfe 
of Commons and certain perfons, whom His Majefty has 
i;>een advifed to make and continue as Miniilers, in defiance 
of the advice of that Houfe, is notorious to the world. 
That Houfe did not confide in thofe Miniflers ; and they 
withheld their confidence from them for reafbns for whicn 
pofterlty will honour and refpeft the names of thofe who 
compofed that Houfe of Commons, diftinguifhed for its in- 
dependence. They could not confide in perfons who have 
ihewn a difpofition to dark and dangerous intrigues. By 
. ' thefe intrigues they have weakened, if not deftroyed, the 
^ clear afTurances* which His Majefly's People^and which ail 
nations ought to have, of what are, and what are not, the 
real afts pf his government. 

If it fhould be feen that his Miniflers may continue in 
tlieir offices, without any fign'ification to them of His Ma- 
jefly'^s difpleafure at any, of their meafures, whilll perfons 
confiderable for their rank, and known to have bad accefs to 
His Majefly's facred perfon, can, with impunity^ abufe that 
. advantage, and employ His Majefly's name to difayow and 
countera£l: the proceedings of his oflScial feryants,' nothing 
but diftruft, difcord, debility, contempt of all authority, 
;ind general confufion; can prevail in his government. 
^ This we lay before His Majefty with humility and con« 

cern, as the inevitably efFedk of a fpirit of intrigue in his ex- 
ecutive government ; an evil which we have but too much 
reafon to be perfuaded exifts and increafes. During the 
courfe of the lafl feilion it broke out in a niianner the mofl 
alarming. This evil was infinitely aggravated by the un- 
authorifcd, but not.difavowed ufe which has been made of 
His Majefty *s name, for the purpofe of the moft unconfti- 
tutional, corrupt, and difhonourable influence on the minds 

of 
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of the members of Parliament, that ever was pra£Ufed in ' 
this kingdom. No attention^ even to the exterior decorum, 
ia the pra£lice 6f corraption, and intimidation emplbyed on 
Peers, was obferved : feveral Peers were oblieed under men- 
aces to retra& their declarations, and to recal their proxies. 

The Commons have the deepeft intereft in the purity 
and integrity of the Peerage. The Peers difpofe of all the 
property in the kingdom, in the laft refort; and they difpofe 
of it on their honour and not on their oaths, as all tne mem- 
bers of every other tribunal in the kingdom muft do ; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclufive. We have, ' 
therefore, a right to demand that no application ihall be 
made to Peers of fuch a nature as may give room to call in . 
queflion, much lefs to attaint, our fole fecurity for all that 
, we poflefs. This corrupt proceeding appeared to the Houfe 
of Commons^ who are the iiatural guardians of the purity 
of Parliament, and of the purity of every branch of judi- 
cature, a moil reprehenfible and dangerous practice, tending 
to fliake the very foundation of the authority of the Houfe 
of Peers ; and they branded it as fuch by their refolution. 

The Houfe had not iufficient evidence to enable them le- 
gally to puniih this pra£lice, but they had enough to caution 
Siem againft all cpnlidence in the authors and abettors of it. 
They performed their duty in humbly advifing His Majefty 
againft the employment ot fuch Minifters ; but His Majefty 
was' advifed to keep thofe Minifters, and to diftblve that 
ParUainent. The Houfe, aware of the importance and ur- 
gency of its duty with regard to the Britifh interefts in In- 
dia, which were and are in the utmoft diforder, and in thp 
utmoft peril, moft humbly requefted His Majefty not to dif- 
folve the Parliament during, the courfe of their very critical 
proceedings on that fubjc6\. His Majefty's gracious conde-, 
fcenfion to that requeft was conveyed in the Royal faith, 
pledged to an Houfe of Parliament, and folemnly delivered . 
from the Throne. It was but a very few days after a Com- 
mittee had been, with the confent and concurrence of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, appointed for an inquiry into 
certain accounts delivered to the Houfe by the Court of 
Diiedors, and then adtually engaged in that inquiry, that 
the Minifters, regardlefs ot the afturance given from the 
Crown to an Houfe of Commons, did diftblve that Parlia« 
ment. We moft humbly fubmit to His Majefly*s confider- 
ation, the confequences of this their breach of public ' 



iait^.. 



Whilft 



Digitized byn^OOQlC 



|66 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

Whilft the members of the Houfe of Commons, under 
that fecurity, were engaged m HisMajefty's and the n;itional 
buTinefs, endeavours were induftrioufly ufed to calumniate 
thofe whom it was found imprafti cable to corrupt. The re- 
putation of the members, and the reputation of the Houfe 
itfelf, was undermined in every part of the kingdom. 
• In the fpeech from the Throne relative to India, we arc 
cautioned by the Minifters, ** not to lofe fight of theeiFeft any 
^* meafure may have on the Conftitution of our country,'* 
We are apprchenfive that a calumnious report fprefad abroad 
V of an attack upon His Majefty's prerogative by the late 

-Houfe of Commans, may have made an impreffioo upon his 
Sloyal mind, and have given occafion to this unufual admo- 
nition to the prefent. This attack is charged ^to have been 
made in the late Parliament, by a bill which paffed the Houfe 
of Commons in the iaft feilion of that Parliaihent, for the 
regulation of the affairs, for the preferv^tion of the com- 
merce, and for the amendment of the Government of this 
nation, in the Eaft Indies. 

That His Majefty and His People may have an opportu- 
nity of entering into the ground of this injurious charge, 
we beg leave humbly to acquaint His Majefty, that, far 
from having made any infringement whatfoever on any part 
of His Royal prerogative, that bill did, for a. limited time, 
give to His Majefty certain powers never before poflefled by 
the-Crown ; and for this his prefent Minifters (who, rather 
than fall fliort in the number of their calumnies, employ 
fome that are contracliftory) have flandered this Houfe, as 
aiming at the extenfion of an unconftitutional influence in 
His Majefty's Crown. This pretended attempt to increafe 
the influence of the Crown, they were weak enough to en- 
deavour to perfuade -His M;ijefty*s People was amongft tlie 
caufes which, excited His Majefty's refentment againft his 
I late iVlmifters. 

Farther, to remove the impreflions of this calumny con- 
cerning an attempt in the Houfe of Commons againft his 
prerogative, it is proper to inform His Majefty, t4iat the 
territorial pofTeffions in the Eaft Indies never, have been de- 
clared, by any public judgement, a6b, or in ft rumen t, or any 
.refolution of Parliament whatfoever, to be the fubje^i mat- 
ter of His Majefty's prerogative; nor have they ever been 
under ft 00(1 as beloirging to hh ordinary Adminiftration, or 
to be annexed or united to his CroWti ; but that, they are 
acquifitions of a new and peculiar defcription, unknown to 
the ancient executive Conftitution of this country. 

From 
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From time to time, therefore, Parlrament proviJcd for 
their government according to its difcretion, and to its opi- 
nion of what was required by the public ncceflities. Wcf 
do not know that His Majefly was entitled, by pnerogative/ 
to cx^rcil'e any authority whatfo&ver in the Company's af-i 
fairs, or that, in efFefl, fucH authority ever has been cxcr-* 
c'litd. His Majefty's patronage was not taken away by that: 
bin ; bccaufe it is notorious that His Majefty never origi-' ' 

nally had the appointment of a fingle officer, civil or mi- 
litary, in the Company's eflablifhment in India; nor hat 
the leaft degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 
Crown in any other manner or meafure, than as the power 
was thought expedient to be granted by aft of Parliament j 
that is, by the very fame authority by which the^ offices 
were difpofed of and regulated in the bill, which His Ma- 
jefty's fervantshlve falfcly and injuriofly rcprefented as in- 
fringing upon the prerogative of the Crown. 

Before the year 1773, the whole Adminiftration of Indi^>' 
and the whole patronage to office there, was in the hand^ 
of the Eaft-India Conipany. The Eaft-India Company h 
not a branch of His Maj(»fty's prerogative Adminiftration,' 
nor does that body exercife any fpecies of authority under 
it. nor indeed from any Britifh title, that does not derive 
att its legal validity from afts of Parliament. 

When a claim was aflerted to the India territorial pofTef- 
fions in the' occupation of the Company, thefe poflcffions • 
Were not claimed as parcel of His Majefty's patrimonial 
eftate, or; as a fruit of the ancient inheritance of his Crown. 
They^ were claimed for the Public. And when agreements 
Were made with the Eaft-India Company concerning any 
coropofitiop for the holding,' or any participation of the 
profits of thofe territories, the agreement was made^with 
the Public, and the preambles of the fcveral ads haye uni- 
formly fo ftated it. Thefe agreements were not made (even 
nominally) with His Majefty, but with Parliament; and 
the bills making and eftablilhing fuch agreements always 
originated'in this Houfe, which appropfiated the money to 
await the difpoJiiion of Parliament, without the ceremony . 
of pj-evious-confent from the Crown even fo much as fug- 
gefted by any of his Minifter's ;' which previous confent is 
an obfervance of decorum, not indeed of ftri6l right, but 
generally paid when a new appropriation takes place in any 
part of His Majefty's prerogative revenues. . 

In 
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In purfuancc of ^, right thus uniformly rccognifcd, and 
tiniformly afted on, when Parliament undertook the refor- 
mation of the £laft-India Company in 1773) a commiilion 
was appointed as the commiiGoh in the late bill was ap- 
pointed ; and it was made to continue for a term of years^ 
a& the commiilion in the late bill was to continue; all the 
Commiflioners were named in Parliament, as in the late bill 
they were named. As they received, fo they held their 
offices, wholly independent of the Crown ; they held them 
for a fixed term ; they were not removeable by ap addre& 
of either Houfe, or even of both Houfes of Parliament, a 
precaution obferved in the late bill, relative to the Com« 
* nxiffioners propofed therein; nor were they bound by the 

ftrift rules of proceeding which regulated and reftrained the 
, late Commiffioners againft all poffible abufe of a power, 
which could not fail ,of being diligently and zealoufly 
watched by the Minifters of the Crown, and the Proprietors 
©f the flock, as well as by Parliament. Their proceedings 
were, in that bill, directed to be of fuch a nature as eafily 
to fubjeft theni to the ftrifteft revifion of both, in cafe of 
any malverfation. 

In the year 1780, an aft of Parliarticnt again made pro- 
viiion for the Government of thofe territories for another 
four years, wi,thout any fort of reference to prerogative ; 
nor was the lead obje£tion taken at the fecond, more than at 
the firft of thofe periods, as if an infringement had been 
made upOn the rights of the Crown ; yet His Majefty's Mi-' 
niilers have thouglit fit to reprefent the late commifiion as 
an entire innovation on the Conftitution, and the fetting up 
a new order and eftate in the nation, tending to the fub- 
verfion of the monarchy itfelf. 

If the Government of the Eafl Indies, other than by His 
Majefty's prerogative, be, in efFeft, a fourth order in the 
commonwealth, this order has long exifted; becaufe the 
Eaft-India Company has for many years enjoyed it in the 
f uUeft extent, and doe$ at this day enjoy the whole i\dmi- 
niftration of thofe provinces, and the patronage to offices 
throughout that great empire, except a$ it is controled by 
aft of Parliament. 

. It was the ill condition, and ill Adminiftr^tion of th^ 
Company's kiFairs, which induced this Houfe (merely as a 
temporary efbblifhment) to vefl the fame powers which the 
Company did before poflefs, (and no other) for a limited 
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thaac^ and .uattcr'very ttxi& direAioos, lo proper bands, un« 
til they could be reftorcd, or farther pcovifion made con- 
cerning them. It was therefore no creation whatever of a 
new power, bat the removjrt of «n old power, long fincc 
created, and then exifiiiig, from the management of thofe 
perfofis who had raanifeftly and dangeroully abufed their 
truft. Thifi Hoofe, which well knows the parliamentary 
origin of all the Company^s powers, and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which may veft 
theie powers and privileges in others, if juftice and the 
public fafety fo require, is conscious to itfelf, that it no 
more creates a new order in the State, by making occaiional . 
Truftees for the direction of the Company, than it origi- 
nally did in giving a much more permanent truft to the Di- 
reAors^ or to the General Court of that body. The mono- 
poly of the Eaft-India Con^pany was a derogation from the 
general freedom of trade belonging to His Majefty's People. 
The powers of government, and of peace and war, arc ^ 
pai;ts of prerogative of the higheft order* Of our compe- 
tence to reftrain the rights of all his fubjefts by a& of 
i^arli^mcQt, and to vcft thofe high and eminent pre- 
rogatives even in a particular company of merchants; there 
has »becn no queftion. We beg leave moft humbly to.claii^ 
as our right, and as a right which this Houfe has always 
ufed, to frame fuch bills, for the regulation of that com- 
merce, and of the territories held by the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, and every thing relating to them, as our dilcretion^ 
(hall feem fit : and we aiiert and maintain, that therein we » 
follow, and do not innovate on, the Conftitution. 

That His Majefty's Minifters, mifled by their ambition,, 
have endeavoured, if poffible, to forto a faftion in the 
country againft the popular part of the Conftitution ; and 
have therefore thought proper to add to their flar^derous ac- 
cufation againft a' Houfe of Parliament, relative to Hi» / 

Majefty's prerogative, another of a diiFerent nature, calcu«» 
jated for the purpofe of raifing fears and jealoufies amorig 
corporate bodies of the kingdom, and of perfuading unin- 
formed perfons belonging tq thofe corporations to look to, 
and to make addreiTes to them as proteftors of their rights, 
under their fcveral charters, from the defigns which they, ' 

without any grbund, charged the then Houfe of Commons 
fo have formed againft charters in general. For this par- 
pofe, they have not fcruplcd to aflert, that the exertion 6f 
His sMajefty*s prerogative in the late precipitate change ia 

Vpl. XV. - Z hi* , 
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his-Adminiftration, and the diflblution of the late Paiiia» 
inent, were meafures adopted in order to refcue the People 
, and their rights out of the hands of ^ the Houfc of Com* 

moDS, their reprefentatives. 

We truft that His Majcfty^s fubjefls are not yet fo far 
deluded as to believe that the charters, or that any other of 
their local or general privileges, can have a folid lecurity ia 
any place but where that fecurity has always been looked 
. ^ for, and altvays found, in the Houfe of Commons. Mifera- 

ble and precarious indeed would be the ftate of their fran« 
chifes, if they were to find no defence but from that quar* 
ter from whence they have always been attacked. But the 
late Hotife of Commons, in paffing that bill, made no at- 
tack -upon any powers, or privileges, except fuch as an 
Houfe of Commons has frequently attacked, and will at- 
tack (and they truft, in the end, with their wonted fuccefs) 
that is, upon thofe which are corruptly and oppreffively ?id- 
\ miniftcred ; and this Houfe do faithfully affure His Majefty, 
that we will correfl, and, if necelTary for the purpofe, as 
far as in us lies, will Wholly deftroy every fpecies of power 
and authority exercifed by Britilh fubjeSs to the oppref- 
fion, wrong, and detriment of the People, and to the im- 
poverifhment and delblation of the countries fubjeA to it. 

The propagators of the calumnies agaihft that Houfe of 
Parliament have been indefatigable in exaggerating the fup- 
pofed injury done to the Eaft*lndia Cpmpany by the fufpen- 
lion of the authorities which they have, in every inftaoce, 
jibufed ; as if power had been wrefted, by wrong and. vio- 
lence, from juft and prudent hands; but they have, with 
equal care^ concealed. the weighty grounds and reafons on 
which that Houfe had adopted the moft moderate of all 
poiGble expedients for refduing the natives of India from 
-oppreilioa, and for faving the interefts of the real and honeft 
Proprietors of their ftock, as well as that great national^ 
commercial concern, from immment ruin. - , 

The Minifters aforefaid have alfo caufed It to be reported 
that the Hotife of Commons have confifqated the property 
of the £aft«{ndia Company. It is the reverfe of truth. 
The wholfc management was a truft for the Proprietors, un- 
der their own infpe£tion (and it was fo provided for in the 
bill) and under the infpeftion of Parliament. That bill^ 
fo far from confifcating the Company's property, w?i8 tha 
only one which^ for feVeral years paft^ did not^ in fome 
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Aapc or other,' afFeft tbeif property, or reftrain then) in 
the difpofition of K. 

It is proper that His Majefty and all his People (hould .be 
informed^ that the 'Houfe pf Commons have proceededt 
with regard to the Eaft-India Company, with a degree of 
care, circumfpeAion, and deliberation, which has not been 
equalled in the hiftory of parliamentary proceedings. For 
fixteen years the flate and condition of that body has never 
been wholly out of their view : in the year 1767, the Houfe 
took thofe objects into confideration, in a Committee of 
^he whole Houfe; the bufincfs was purfued in the following 
yean in the year lyy^t, two Committees we^e appointed 
for the fame purpofe^ which examined into their affairs 
with much diligence, and made very ample Reports. In the 
year 1773, the proceedings were carried to an aft of Par- 
liament, which proved ineffedual to its purpofe ; the op* 
preffions and abufes in Tndia having fince rather increafed 
than dimiuiihed, on account of the greatnefs of the tempta- 
tions and convenience of the opportunities, which got the 
better of the legiflative provifions calculated againft ill prac-*. 
tices, then in their beginnings: infomuch thar, in 1781, 
two Committees were again inftituted, who Jiave made 
feventeen Reports. It was upon the mofb minute, exaft, 
and laborious collection and difcuflion of fads, that the 
late Houfe of Commons proceeded in the reform which they 
attempted in. the Adminiftration of India, but which has 
been fruftrated by ways and means the moft diflionourable 
to His Majefty's government, and the mofl pernicious to 
the Coiiftitution of this kingdom. His Majefty was fo fen- 
fible of the diforders in the Company^s adminiftration, that 
the confideration of that fubjed was no lefs than fix times 
recoaimended to this Houfe in fpeeches from the Throne. 

The refult of th^ parliamentary enquiries has becji, that 
the^aft-I^dia Company was found totally corrupted, and 
totally perverted from the purpofes of its inftitution, whe- 
ther political or commercial ; that the powders of war and ^ 
peace given by the charter had been abufed, by kindling ' 
hoftllities in every quarter for the purpofes of. rapine ; that 
almoft all the treaties of peace they have made, have only 
given caufe to fo many breaches of ptjblic faith ; that coun^p 
tfies, once the moft flourilhing, are reduced tei a ftate of in- 
digence, decay, and depopulation, to the diminution of our 
ftrcngth, and to the infinite difhonour of our national cha- 
ra£ter; that-th^ laws of this kingdom are notorioufly, and 
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almoft in every^ inftance, defpifedj that the ftfrvants of thB 
Company, by the purchafe of qualifications to vote in thfe 
Geniral -Court, and, at length, by getting the Company 
• itfclf deeply in ihcr debt, have obtained the entire and ab^ 
folute inaftery in the body, by which they ought to have 
been reduced and coerced : thus their thatverfations in 
€rffi(ie are fupported inftead of being checked by the Com- 
pany. The whole of the affairs of that body are redated 
to a moft perilous fituation ; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men who are under the proteftion of this' na^ 
tion, and who ought to be ptotefted by it, are opprcflcd by 
SL moft defpotic and rapacious tyranny. The Company and 
their fervants having ftrengihened themfelves by their confe- 
deracy, have fet at defiance the authority and admonitions 
of this Houfe employed to reform them ; and when thi« 
Houfe had feleftod certain principal delinquents, whom they 
declared it the duty of the Committee to recal, the Com- 
pany held out its legal privileges againft all reformation $ 
pofitively refufed to recal them ; and fupported thofe who 
had fallen under the juft cenfure of this Houfe^^ with ncf^ 
and ftroftger marks of countenance and approbation* 
, The late Houfe difcovering the reverfcd fituation of thtf 
Company, by. which the nominal fervants are really th^ 
mafters, and the offenders arfe become their own jodges^ 
thought fit to examine into the ftate of their commerce ^ 
and they have alfo difcovered that their commercial affairs 
are in the grcateft diforder; that their debts have accumti->> 
lated beyond any prefent or obvious future means of pay- 
ment, at Icaft under the aftual ad'miniftration of their af- 
fairs ; that this condition of the £aft-India Company faa^ 
began to affeft tlie finking fund itfelf, on which the public 
credit of the kingdom refts, a million and upwards being 
due to the cnftoms, which that Houfe of Commons, whbfe 
intentions towards the Company have been fo grbfsly mif- 
reprefented, were indulgent enough to refpite. And thuS) 
inftead of confifcatihg their property, the Company received^ 
larithout intereft, (which in' fuch a cafe had been before 
charged) the nfe of a large fum of the public money. The 
revenues are under the peculiar care of this Houfe^ not 
only as the revenues originate from^ us, but as, on every 
i'ailure of the funds fet apart for fupport of the national 
credit, or t6 provide for the nation^lftrength and fafety^ 
the talk of fupplying every deficiency falls, upon His MiU 
Jeft^'s jf^thful Comimons^ this Jiojiife muft|, in cffeft, tax 
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the peo{>le. <The Houie thefefot^^ at every tnon^ent, mcuri 
the hazard of becomikig obnoxious to its confiituents. 

The enemies of* the> late Houfe pf Commons refolvcd, if 
poi&ble, to bring on thait event. They therefore endeavoured 
to mifrej^rcfent the provident means adoptied by the Houfe of 
Commons tot keeping off this irtvidious neceifity, as an attack 
on the . rights of the Eaft^India Company ; for th^y well 
knew, that on the one hand, if, for want of proper regulation 
and relief, the Company, fhould become infojvcnt, or even 
fiop payment, the national credit and commerce would (uilaia 
a heavy blow *, and that calamity would be juftly imputed to 
Parliament, t^hich after fuch long enquiries, and fuch fre- 
quent admonitions from His Majefty, hadnegle£ted fo eilen- 
tial and fo urgent an articfle of their duty : on the other hand^ 
they knew, thit, wholly corrupted as the Company is, no^ 
thing ^e6tual could be done to ptefefve that intereft fronai 
ruiA, without takiiis foi* a time the nationial objeAs oif their 
truft out of their hands ; and then a cry would be induftribuliy 
raifed againft the Houfe of Commons, as depriving Britim 
fubje£ls of their l^al privileges* The reftraint being plain 
and fimple, muft be eafily underftood by thofe who would 
be brought with great difficulty, to comprehend the intricatfe 
detail ot matters of fa<£l, which ' rendered this fufpenfion of 
the adminiftration of India abfolutely neceflary on-motives of 
Jullice, of policy, of public honour and public fafety. 

The Houfe of Commons had not been able to devife a me-- 
thod, by which the redrefs of grievances^ could be effe<fted 
through the authors of thofe grievances ; nor could they 
Smagme how corruptions could be purified by the corrupters 
and the corrupted ; nor do we how conceive, how any refor* 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and fupporteriB 
of the perfons who have been guilty of the mifdemeanors 
Pariiameiit has reprobated, and who for their own ill purpofes 
have given countenance to a falfe and delufive Jlate of the 
Company's affairs, fabricated to miilead Parliament, and to 
iiimofe upon the nation. 

VoUr Commons feel, with a juft refentment, the inadequate 
efltmate which your Minifters have formed of the importance 
of this great concern. They call on us to aft upon the 
principles of thofe who have not inquired into the fubje6k» 
and to condemn thofe who, with the moft laudable diligence^ 
have examined and fcrutinized every part of it. The deli- 
berations of Parliament have been broken : the feafon of the ^ 
year is unfavourable ; many of us are new members, who 
miift be wholly unacquainted with the fubjeft, which lies 
' gemote from the ordinary courfe of general information. 

• We 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



J74 . PARLIAMENTARY A, 1784. 

We are cautioned againft an infringement of the Conftitu- 
tion ; and it is impoflible to know, what the fecret advifers 
of the Crown, who have driven out the late Minifters for 
Itheir conduft in Parliamentv arid have diflblved the late Par- 
liament for a pretended attack upon prerogative, will confider 
as fuch an infringement. We are not furniihed with a Fulci 
the obferVance of which can make us fafe from therefent* 
ment of the Crown, even by the implicit obedience to the 
diftates of the Minifters who have advifed that Speech : we 
know not how foon thofe Minifters maybe difavowed ; and 
how foon the members of this Houfe, for our very agreement; 
, with them, may be confidered as objefts of His Majefty*$ 

difpleafure. Until t>y His Majefty's goodneft' and wifdom 
the late example is compleately done away, we are not free. 

We are well aware, in prpviding for the affairs of the Eaft, 
what an adult ftrength of abufe, and of wealth and influence 
growing out of that abufe, His Majefty's Commons had in 
the laft Parliament, and we flill have, to ftruggle with. 
We are fenfible that the influence of that wealth, in a much- 
larger degree and meafure than at any former period, may 
have penetrated into the very quarter from whence alone any 
real reformation can be expedted. 

If, therefore, in the arduous affairs recemmended to us, 
our proceedings fhould be ill adapted, feeble and inefle£lual • 
if no deliaquertcy fhould be prevented, and no delinquent 
ihould be called to account ; if every perfon fhould be carefled, 
promoted, and irai fed in power, in proportion to the enormity 
of his offences ; if no relief fhoujd be given to any of the 
natives unjuftly difpofIefl[ed of their rights, jurifdi6kions, and 
properties ; if no cruel.and unjuft exactions fhall be forborne; 
if the fource of no peculation or oppreflive gain fhould be 
cut olF; if, by the omiflion of the opportunities that were in 
bur hands, our Indian empire fhould fall into ruin irretrieva-* 
ble and, in its fall, crufh the credit and overwhelm the re- 
Venues of this country, We ftand acquitted to our honour, 
and to our confcience, who have reludlantly feen the weigh- 
tieft interefts of our country, at times the moft critical to its 
dignity and fafety, rendered^ the fport of the inconfiderate 
and unmeafured ambition of individuals, and by that means 
the wifdom of His Majefty's Government degraded in the 
' public eftimation, and the policy and character of this lie* 
-nowned nation rendered contemptible in. the eyes of all Eu^ 
rope, ' 

It pafTed In the negative* 

4 y^f^ 
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The qucftion for the feconcf reading of the bill for the 
relief of insolvent debtors was ppt, 

Mr. Powlett oppofed it : he faid that nothing could be Mr. p©w. 
more injurious to trade and to. public credit than aAs of ^'<« 
infbivency ; and therefore they ought, in his o(>in)on, to be 
gellerally difcountenanccd ; he was ready to admit that the 
Houie had power to pafs a bill for the rblief of ihfolvenC 
debtors, but he was as ready to queftion their right to do 
it. In laying taxes upon the "People, the members taxed 
thetnfelves in comnson with the reft of the nation; but in 
releaiing the debts of other perfons, they were giving away 
what did not belong to themfelves. In ancient times, fo 
much attention had beer^ paid to' the demand of creditors^ 
that the greateft families in the kingdom had expofed their 
deicendants to the poiSbility ori)eing reduced to bciggary 
by enading thofe laws, by which eftates were made aliena* 
-ble. If then our anceftors, faid he, were fo felf-denying 
for the fake of juftice, he hoped the prefent Parliament 
would not be lefs juft ; he trufted, therefore, that a mif- 
taken humanity would not induce gentlemen to attempt to 
be generous at the expence of other people. 

The queftioil was put, and carried without any farther 
obfervation ; and the bill was accordingly read a fecond 
time. 

Mr. Francis informed theHoufe, that he thought it ne- Mr. ^raa* 
oeffary to move for certain papers, that would throw fome *"• 
light on the account latelv laid before the Houfe by the 
Dire£tors of the Eaft-India Company; according to that 
account he took it for granted, that a definitive treaty of * 

peace with Tippoo Saib, and all the native powers of In- 
di^, would have- taken place by the end of November laft. 
H5 was forry ^ow to inform the Houfe, that on the 25th 
of December laft no definitive treaty was figned ; and 
what was worfe, there was not, at that period, any very 
flattering, profpeft that fuch an event would fpecdily take 
place. That the Houfe might be able to judge of the true ' 

ftate of the Conjpany's affairs with refpefi: to peace on the 
continent of India, he moved that extrads from the laft 
diipatches from the Governor General and Council of Fort 
William, relative tO a definitive treaty of peace, be kid 
before the Houfe« 

. ^ Majot 
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Ma}. Scott* Major Scott faid lie rofe with pleafure to iecond the mo- 
tion, as He fhould be glad' the papers aUude<l to werd before 
the Hou&. But he did not think that the difpatchicv from 
Bengal onl^, would enable the Houfe to form a prop? f 
judgeaieat; he wifhed the difps^tches from Pombity wpre 
laid ujtoa the table ; he wifhe^ arlfo that the difpatches from ' 
]^adra$ were commupicated to the Houfe; from thcfir^ 
geotlemeo would learn that in fprn^e places peace was com? 
pletely eftabliftied,; and that in others every neceff^ry ilcp 
was taking to refiore die tranquillity of the countries under 
. our dominion ; for Lprd Macartney had written home word 
that the troops of Tippoo Saib were evacuating the Carnatijc: 
with all pdEble expedition. 
Mr .Chan- Mr. Ch#mceik>r Pitt faid, he did not At that .moment 
cellar Pitt, k^ow of aoy particvdar objeftion to the produ^^iao qf ^ 
papers moved for by the honourable gentleman; but v it 
iftruck him that poffibly they might cont^iin circumftanccst 
. that would lender it highly improper tp caU for, or produce 
then^. Gentlemen mu^ be a»ware that diere was a pofSbi- 
Hty that, in jib delicate and nice a fubjeA a^ a negotiation 
for a general definitive treaty, there might be conaeAed 
with it fome .particulars thgt it plight be ra^Ri and imprudent 
to publifh to the world : he therefore rqqucfted the honoprar 
blef member would iiot pr/sfs bis n^otion (or the pr^&nt ; a 
delay of a few days .qould not Jbe produAive of aay bad 
confcquence ; and during that time, he would examine thp 
difpatches ; and if he found Jiothing in them of too dclioatc 
a nature to be made pubtic, he would give no oppofition to 
the motion when it fhould he made again. There ^as a^Or 
ther reafon for pc^ppning jthe motion f<i^ a littie time : thr 
very account on which th^e diQ>?itch«s called for wcjse to 
throw li^ht, had been a*eferi:ed.to .a Committee, which ws^ 
yefted with power to fend for any papers whatfoeyw fix^ 
ftipuld be deemed oece(&ry to the inyeftigaripn of^h^^ Ac- 
count; po^ly ihis Comn:iittee might have examined ihgQ: 
* very difpatches called for j^y jthc hotnourable oaembcr, ^^md 
put tiie fuhibnce of thorn ia<o th^c body of ^he fiAfWt, 
which he ianderftood would be ready in a day*or two.tp bp. 
laid before the Houfe. 
Mr. Franl' Mr. Francis did not imagine ^erc cquld be any.circ^mr "' 
«»»• jftance connefted with the j^^gociation for a definitiw treaty, . 

,that w/buid render the prodvifStiqn of the difpatches in .any 
wife dangerous to the Public ; but if theye jQiQuld Ijftf ,wy 
inch circumftance, he did not defire that they jQiould be 

laid 
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laid before the Houfe. He recommended it tQ gentkmen to 
turn their thoughts very fcrioufly to the ioveftigation of the 
Company's accounts.; for conncfted as the intereft of the 
Company was with that of the Public, the finances of the 
one ought to be examined into with as much care as thofe of 
the other ; and he was forry to have it in hispower to fay, 
that the account laid before the Hbufe by the Court of Di- 
reftors, afforded matter for the moft ferious enquiry* The 
eftimate for the military eftablifhment of the prefent year 
in India, amounted* to 56 lacks of rupees more than the 
eflimate for the year 1777. At the conclufion of the iaft 
war, there were in the treafury of Bengal, 120 lacks of 
rupees : this made a difference in the finances of the Com- 

. pany of almoft 2,ooo,oool. moft of which wis a burden 
that will continue annually in future; and this he maintained 

.,to be fuch an increafe of cxpencc, as could not be fujjported ' 

even by the credit of England, much lefs by the refources 
of the Eaft-Jndia Company. From thefe obfervations, 
gentlemen, he hoped, would fee the neceflity of making a 
moft ferious enquiry into the ftatc of the Company's 
finances. 

Major Scott obferved, that if the remarks of the honoura- Maj. Scot«| 
ble member were fufFered to pafs unanfwered or unexplained, - 
they might prdduce very difagreeablc confcquences to the 
owners of Eaft-India ftock, which, through thofe remarks, 
might poffibly fall live per cent, he begged leave therefore, 
to fay a word in explanation. The eftimate for the mili- 
tary eftablifli men t in India for the prefent year, had been 
made out before it was known at Calcutta^ that peace had 
been concluded between the belligerent powers in Europe,; 
and therefore it muft be confidered a war and not a peace 
cflimate; but it did not follow from that, that a war eftab- 
lifhment would be kept up ; on the contrary, he could in- 
form the Hpufc, that immediately on the arrival of the 
news from Europe that peace was concluded, a rcduftion of 
one-fourth had taken place in every battalion of fepoys; fo 
that each battalion, which, during the war, confifted of 
1000 fepoys, rank ^nd file, was immediately reduced to 
75P ; and he imderftood that as foon -as the different de- 
tachments ftiould have returned to Bengal, it was intended 
that a fecond reduction fhould take place, fo that the Com- 
pany woOld not incur the expencc of 56 lacks of rupees 
mentioned by the honourable member* 
Vol., XV. A a Mr*' 
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Mr. Chan- Mr. Chaftcellot Pitt faid,' that from what had dropped 
ccHorFite. from ^jjc honourable member who fpoke laft, it appeared 
very clearly that the mere produflion of the difpatcbes, 
\cinqualified by any explanation, might be attended with 
, very difagreeable confequences: he therefore again begged that 
the honourable member would dot preft his motion on this 
day ; he had heard enough already to convince him that iht 
motion was improper juft at the prefcnt moment ; he, however 
affured the honourable member, that if he would confcnt to 
withdraw it for the prefent, he would fupport it on a future 
day, if in the firft place it fliould appear neceflary, after 
the Report to which he had already alluded, (hould have 
been laid upon the tal^e ; and if in the next place he him- 
felf Ihould, on the minute perufal of the difpatches, be of 
opinion, that they might be produced with fafety to tht 
public, 
Mr. Henry Mr. Henry Dundas joined in the requeft that the honoura* 
^undas. y^ member would withdraw his motion for the prefent : he 
aifured him he did not wifh for a long delay ; two or three 
dlays was all that he looked for, in which time. the Commit- 
tee, of which he had the honour to be Chairman, would Uf 
^ ' before the Houfe a report of their proceedings and inquiry 
relative to the ftate prefentcd to the Houfe of the Com- 
pany's affairs, by the Court of Direftors ; ;ind if after the 
honourable gentleman fhould have perufed that report, he 
ihould ftill b&of opinion that the late difpatches mould be 
laid upon the table, he would give no oppolicion to the, mon 
tion for producing them. 
Ifr, Burke. ; Mr. Burke faid he was very far from being fatidied with 
the argument ufed by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) to perfuadc the honourable member to withdraw hi| 
motion* There .certainly was a poffibility that there might 
be fome paffages in the dif|)atches not fit for the public 
«ye ; but if on a bare poffibility of dangerous confequences, 
information (hould be withheld from the Houfe on a fub- 
je£l of the moft feriou^ and important nature, there was ab- 
folutcly an end of all enquiry ; for certainly there Were fevr 
papers that could be called for, from which it was not 
poffible that fome mifchief might arife. He conjured 
gentlemen, by ^11 that they owed to their conftituents, and 
to the Public in general', to turn their thoughts mofl fcri- 
oufly to the date of the finances of India, and to call Tor 
every document that might tend to enable them to forlii a 
juft judgement on the fUbjeA. He implored them to recol- 
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left tlie deprefled ftate of the country,; aod not to forget 
that next year at ariheft, they would be obliged to lay 
b«Fdtn« OQ their conftituents to pay jyOOO^oopJ. to pre- 
ierve the £aft*India Company from bankruptcy t He 
hoped that when ib important a bufinefs was to be done, 
they would not proceed without having before them every 
paper that might ferve to throw light upon fo confcquential . 

aod momentous a queftion* 

Mr. Dempfttr was of opinion, that the honourable mem- MrlDenf^ 
ber would do well to withdraw the motion ; he was a mem- ^^* 
ber of the Committee whofe Report the honourable member 
had been requeftcd to wait for ; and he believed he might 
Venture' to go fo far as to afTure him, that when he ihould 
have'perufed that Report, the honourable member would 
no longer think it neceilary to prefs his motion. He faid, 
that BOW he was up, he trufted the Houfe would forgive 
him for apprifing them, that he meant on Wednefday next 
to fubmjt a motion to their better judgements. His obje£t 
was the finance of the kingdom ; this had long ftruck' him 
as fufceptible of great and univerfal . improvement. It 
would, to be fure, be very imperfeftly exhibited by him ; 
but, neverthelefs, the hints he might fuggeft, and the fa£ts 
in his poiTeffion, he did not doubt, might be turned to ac- 
count by thofe whofe abilities were more adequate to the 
taflc. The commerce, navigation, and manufactures of 
the country, were under his contemplation, and efpeciaUy- 
thefifherics in the n6rth of Scotland, which had been io 
'much neglected, he (hould earaeftly recommend to the at^ 
tention of Parliament. It was his fincere opinion, that 
whatever could by any means contribute to leifen the pub- 
lic burden oi taxes, under which ail ranks of people in this 
country groaned, and were likely ftilUo groan, was an ob- 
jcft which well dcferved the attention of the Lcgiflature. 
This was his only motive for meddling with a buiinefs of 
fo much confequence ; and he begged that gentlemen would 
turn their atten^on to the particulars he had .fpecified, that 
they might ^^et the queftion prepared to give it a full 
and impartial inveftigatton. 

Mr. Francis faid, his obje£k in making the motion was Mr. Fran« 
merely to obtain what appeat-ed to him to be neceiTary in- c^** 
fbtmatfon : if it could be gained in any other way than that 
which he had propofed, he would be equally fatisfied ; and 
ftihe found it was the fenfe of the HoaJfe that be ihould 
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wait for the Report, he confcnted to withdraw the motioQ 
for the prefcnt. 

The order of the day for taking into confideration the re- 
port from a Committee on the petition'from the felt tnakers, 
was read, and Mr. Watfon moved " That it be referred to a 
>^V Committee of the whole Houfe on Monday next.** 
Sir Peter fcir Peter Burrel faid he would certainly oppofe a meafure 

Suirel. that attempted to fet up a monopoly to the prejudice of the 
landed intereft ; and more particularly at a leafon of the 
year when the country gentlemen, whofe intercfts would be 
afFefted by it, were cither now, or fhortly would be, at their 
feats; he therefore moved in amendment, ** That the words 
** Monday next be left out, and that the words this day three 
*' months be inferted in their ftead." 
Mr. wit» Mr. Watfon obferved, that if the amendment fbould be 
A>o. carried, the bufinefs would, of courfe, be put ofF to ano- 

ther fefiton, to the very great injury of the, hat manufac- 
tory of this country. From the petition of the manufaftui- 
rers, it appeared that they bad aftually in employ a great 
many hands, and that they had foreitjn orders fuffieient to 
give them conftant employment, if the Legiflature 'would 
content to put rabbits' hair or wool on the fame footing with 
Iheep's wool in this refpeft, that the former fhould not be 
exported unmanufaftured, no more than the latter: if the 
exportation of rabbits' wool was reftrained, then they would 
be able to fecure to this country the monopoly of the felt 
manufaSory ; for England produced the fineft and beft rab- 
bits' wool, and in the grcateft quantity, of '^any country in 
Europe: it was natural, therefore^ to fecure to England 
the manufafturing of its own productions : he could tell 
gentlemen, that the Americans were, at this moment^ 
Straining every nerve to eftablifh manufaftures, and parti- 
. cularly that of felts ; now if th^y could get the raw mate- 
rials from this country, the low price of labour in America 
would enable them to underfel us in every market, and take 
out of our hands a very cxtenfive, and very beneficial branch 
of trade. As to the idea o^ the land owners of England 
being injured by the meafure called for, it appeared to him 
to the laft degree abfurd ; for the landed and commercial in- 
terefts were in truth one and the fame ; and as one could not 
fuffcr without finking the other, {q if one of them profpesrd, 
the other muft have its fkare in the profperity. 
Am^^^"** Sir £«feuar^/Ji?y?/^j^ was of opinion, that thofc gefatlemen, 
*^* ^hp had large warrcps on their eftates, woulcl be greatly in- 
jure^ 
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jured if the exportation of rabbits' wool wetc prohibited : 
in tliat cafe, the warreners m Norfolk wonld be reduced to 
the ncceffity of converting their warrens into arable lands. 

Lord Norik fiid the queftion before the Honfe was of a u. Noitk. 
very icrious nature, and ought to be confidered with great 
attention ; he therefore could not agree to the original mo- , 
•tion^ which would bring the bnfinefs forward with great 
precipitation, before the proprietors of warrens could have - 
time to confult with one another on the fubjeft. On the 
other hand, he wifhed his honourable friend would not in- 
fift upon his amendment, becaufe it would prevent the 
Houfe from going into the confidcration of it this feiliqn, 
however nec^ffary the difoudion might afterwards appear : 
he fuggefted therefore the expedient of putting it off till 
Monday fortnight. 

Tiie Earl of Surry had no objeQion to the day mentioned The ltd rf 
by the noble Lord, though he h^d much rather it were an Surrej. 
earlier day. He faid he did not mean to go into the merits 
of the bufinefs now, he only requefted the honourable mem- 
ber would not affume what was called for by the < felt nui- 
kers, as amounting to a monopoly to the prejudice of the 
landed intercft. It certainly was, not , a monopoly in any 
fenfe but one, and that was in Securing to England the ex- 
clufivemanufafture of Jier own produftions ; a monopoly 
which he fhould always approve, and which could never be 
injurious to the landed intereft, which muft rife and fall ^ 

with the commercial intereft. 

Sir yohn Thorold difapproved of the idea of prohibiting Sir joli« 
the exportation of rabbits' wool, which would leave the Thjexold. 
owners of warrens at the-mercy of the felt manufaSurcrs ; 
and therefore he would not confent to the wished- for pro- 
hibition, unlcfs he fhould be convinced that there was no 
other way to procure work and fubfiftcnce for the hands 
that had been bred to that bufinefs. 

hord,. Beauchamp wilhed to fet the honourable Baronet Lord Beas* 
jright : there was neither a fcarcity of hands, or want of «^*n»P* 
employment in that manufafture ; on the contrary it ap- 
peared that there were orders from abroad, to a very great 
extent for ha^s, and fufEcient to provide conftant employ- 
ment for a very great number of hands. The queftion 
therefore was, whether by the exportation of the raw mate- 
rials, we would confent to put it in the power of foreign 
countries to take out of our hands that branch of manufac- 
jprc, which we at prefent.in a great mcafuremonopolifed 
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Ur^HvSBty, Mr. Hu/py laughed at the ridicubus <liQio£li6n betwoen 
landed and commercial mterefts ) to him tmy appeared bnt 
one< An honourable baronet had faid, that tbe<)wnert of 
warrene iii Norfolk would, if the prohibition ihould be dffeed 
to, convert their coney grounds into arable lands; fothey 
might, and without any detriment to the Public, 11$ the na- 
tion would have in corn what it fbould lofe in ratH>its' wooL 
Sir Peter S\r PiUr Barrel con fented to withdraw his ameDdmant|y 
Bontl. 0n condition that Monday fortnight Ihould be agreed upon 
to be the day for taking the report into Qonfider^tton; aa 
^ earlier day would not do, a^ there muft be time for ^he 

^owners of warrens in Yorkfliire, Lincpln&ire, Norfolk, and 
eifewhere, to confult upon the bufinefs, and prepare for op^ 
pofing the prohibition by counfel, if they (hould think k 
neceflary to oppofe it. The compromife was accepted \ and 
Ixjth fides of the Houfe agreeiAg that Monday fortnight fhould 
be the day, the motion was worded 'accordingly and tar- 
ricd. 

The order of the day for going into a parliamentary reform 
being called for, 
Mr. llilae. Mr, Milne addrefled bimfelf to Mr. Alderman Sawbrldge^ 
and as a friend to the reform, intreated the honourable gen- 
, tietnan to poftpone it to another fei&on — He trufted the ho- 
iliourakle gestjeman would fee the propriety of complying 
^ith fuch a reqvieft, and that the r^afpns tor d^erring it would 
be at once obvious to him, to the Houfe, and to tne Public. 
The only ind^ucement which he would urge on the prefent 
oc<:afion was^ that the Minifter on thaft condition would cer- 
tainly adopt fomething fpecific and deciiive as early aspoffible 
next feffion. 
itfr. Saw- Mr. Sawbridge thought the propofition rather extraordi- 
fcn^gc. nary. He did not however wiflx to do any thing- which 
might have the appearance of raftinefs and precipitancy^— He 
would therefore fufpend his proceedings at leaft till he heard 
from th§ Minifter's own njouth what his intentions were ; 
he iliould then put the Houfe out of doubt about the mode ^ 
l>e thought, all things confideredj the oioft eligible for him 
to adopt. 
Mr. ciian. Mr. Chancellor P/« immediately rofe and faid, that his 
««llor Pitt, fityation was rather delicate. The preffure of bufinefs, whiclr 
in the prefent circumftances it was natural for him to fed, 
did not leave his mind at liberty to enter on the difquifition 
jind .arrangement of a fubjedt fo peculiarly complicated and 
extenfive as an equal reprelentatioQ of the People. He trufted, 
boWever, it was a meafure which be fliould one day fee rca« 
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fiftl^ And it wis no grMt matter to him how it was car« 
ried^ provided 4t did but focctsd. In this no man within or 
without ddors WMld nier« fincerely rejoice than he fhould do» 
Thd Moafe and At Peopk, he bad no doabt, would give him 
cf^it fof his fmterity, when be declarad that he had it yerf 
niuch at hedtrt. And he pledged hitnfelf in the ftroi^ft lan- 
fastgt to bring it forward the very firft opportunity the next 
Mion. It Was greatly, in his opinion^ out of feafo)i juft at thie 
jundbsre. He-could faa?e no objedlipny fhould the honourabls 
genteiman think otherwife, atid perfift in propofing it now; - 
but he was fixidj entitled to the fame right of judging for 
hiififelf; and he 60uld affi}re the Houfe^ nothing but a fuf^ 
pictOn of rifquii^ die queftion, which he did prefume might 
be urged with a jgmater probability of fuccefs at another timet 
flionld have prevented his bringing it forward now. A re* 
gard, however, to inclination, to principie^ tg confifleocet 
and to duty, would nbt fuffer him to let flip any opportunity 
in which lie could forefee a ptobability of carrying the meafure* 
Thefe wet« the only things which operated on his mind againft 
.the expediency of attempting on the prefent, what was much 
HiOre likely td Succeed on fome future occafion. 

Mn Powney fald, th;A he was not very' fond of fpeaking^ Mr^Powmyr 
and for that reaf^n generally left it to' thofe who liked it 
better. But wh&t Wais the meaning of thus, day after day^ 
putting ot the motion of the honourable gentleman } For 
his part, he Had frequently come for no other purpofe but 
thfit he might have the pieafute of giving it an hearty negative* 
Ht knew not how he might feel on the prefent occafion, but 
.Wt^d the propofition to be produced, and he fhould then 
heiHT much mote fubftantial reafons than ho had yet done, if 
he did tiot regard it as he always had. 

Mr. ff^i&erforce trufted his attachment to the objeft of the Mr. wit. 
hon.-'gehtlemanV motion would not be doubted. But frientl '>**»'««* 
as he was to this great and defirable reformation, he could 
not fee any reafonable objedlion to putting it off till the 
period in which the Minifter ftood pledged to bring it on. 
The honourable gentleman he hoped would confider the matter 
mstorely,. and avoid rifquing a queftion of fuch importance 
fcy a permatufe procedure. 

Mr. Fdx confidered the whole of this manceuvrmg as Mr. Fw* 
^uaIly curious ahd unaccountable. A gentleman ]^ropoies, 
favs lie, moving th^ Houfe on a queftion in IVhich the People 
^this country feerti deeply, ferioufly, and univerfally in* 
termed. He very candidly and fairly, however, as bemg 
truly in earnefl abdut its fuccefs, wishes the Minifter to take 
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, k out of his hands, the Minifter owns the handfome o0er 
iiiade him of doing what mufk be ultimately acceptable to a 
great and refpef^able majority of his countrymen ; but he 
hefitates and procraftinates on various pretexts^ as it would' 
feem, to fave time. His honourable friend; however, fteady, 
to his purpofe as he was^ from a generouis inclination to ac-* 
commodate the matter to the convenience of all fides of the 
Houfe, H prevailed on to give way at leaft from one day to 
another ; and when phat day comes, a very ferious, but he 
would fay an aukward, propofal is madeliim, that he ^ould 
defer the bufinefs for the prefent feffion. All the while, and 
notwithilandii^g much ferious importunity to delay the bu- 
finefs, not fo much as the fhadow of a reafon is urged why. 
his hpnourable friend ihould not proceed : now it was affigned 
with much folemnity that it was not a proper time. It was 
aftonifliing that not one of the gentlemen who had made thi& 
remark had attempted to juftfy it by any reafoning whatever. 
For his part he could conceive no reafon, though fome had 
aiTumed it as not lefs inconteilible than an axiom in geometry. - 
But fo far was he from feeling its force on his mind, that he* 
was fatisfied no time in the world was fo fit. The Parliament; 
was a new one, and by no means hackneyed in the habits of 
treating conftitutional queftions with levity or neg!e£i. Qeor. 
tiemen were juft from the country, and in fome manner in- . 
fpired with the fentiments of their conilituents. Their pro- 
fef&ons in the profpedl of fecuririg their feats were too recent 
to be forgotten. They would naturally be proud to fhew 
, the People of England how much they had their wiihes at 
heart, with what prompitude they were ready to aft in their 
fervice, and how well they were qualified to manage their 
concerns. Where then was the impropriety? What was 
the hindrance ? He owned much public bufinefs there was 
l^ill on the Minifter's hands. But what bufinefs could be of 
more confequence than that of a reform in the radical con- 
ftitution of this Houfe. 

This he thought he rtight urge with the greater earneflnefs^ 
as itr was not improbable but the Houfe might take up knpre 
time in debating the adjournment than in determining the 
queftion. It was, in his mind, a very ferious and critical 
matter to trifle, as had hitherto been too much the cafe, with 
the feelings and wiflies of the great body of the people. He 
thought the prefent queftion would operate on them as a tell 
by which they would fee who were their real, incontradiftinc-. 
tion to apparent friends. And he trufted thofe who had it 
in tbw powejr would gladly embrace the opportunity of fulr 

filling 
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filling engagements for whichthey flood fo deeply and repeat- ' _ 
edly pledged to the Public — But novr a new pretence was 
brought forward, and though ne^ reafen could be aifigned for 
the unfeafonablenefs of tJw motion, it would be'feafonable • 
next fef&on, becaufe tH^ Minifler would then undertake it. ^ 
But why was not this refolution avowed from the beginning?. ^ ~ 
Why was it never avowed till now ? And why on this par- 
ticular occafi on ? Will tT^e Minifter, faid he, be more able 
to command a majority tlian he appears to he at prefent? 
Will his friends be^more numerous or more confident ? It 
did pot appear to, him they ever could — He trufted the 
public at large would fee through this fhuffling procrailinat- 
ing fpirit. He did not pretend to doubt the honourable, gen- 
tleman's fincerity in thecaufe, but he did fufpeft that he 
had reafons for the prefent fhynefs, which however namelefs, 
had their force; and he, for his own part, greatly doubted, 
whether any. reform of this, or any other defcription, could 
reafonably, be expedted from a Miniftry who flood on ground 
fo hoflile to' the Conflitution, and who had yet given no very 
flriking proofs of their prediledlion for any thing conne<Sled 
with the reprefentation of the People. He would, however^ 
affure the right honourable gentleman, the fpirit^was now 
gone forth, which all his influence and connections would , 
find very difficult to fubdue, perhaps not a little dangerous 
to oppofe]. The People of England, he aflerted, were not / 
eafily fo ufed ; biit the inflant they, became unanimous and in 
eamefl, it waj in vain to ftrive againf): them — He truiled 
now was the time to re^ife an idea they had fo long che* 
rifhed, and to which they diredl^ their attention and ex- 
pedlations. To be fure, his honourable friend woiild be 
guided by his own judgement; but he was miflaken if fuch 
a treatment as this would not flimulate him to come forward, 
and without farther negociation, do his duty, and acquit • 
himfelf of his promife to this Houfe, to his conftituents, and 
to the Pijblic. 

Mr. Martin could have wifhed the motion had been de- Mr<iMafti» 
ferred until the Minifler had time to undertake it — This, / 
however he only wifhed, on condition that a motion much* 
mpre adequate to the obje£l than what he had lafl propofed, 
fhould be undertaken. He did not expefk or define the right 
honourable gentleman to be more, explicit on this head, and 
therefore wifhed the honourable gentleman (Mr* Sawbridge) 
would go on with bis defign. 

Vat, XV. B b . Mf. 
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Mr!» Chan- Mr. Cl^ancellbr Pitt rofe again to remind the Houfe, that 
cclifittUu be had neither faid the motioo that had heen opened by the 
^ worthy Alderman, would be -the motion he fliQiild propofe 
or not; and that, becaufe he was* nor prepared to fay in 
what (hape it would appear to him moft advantageous, to 
bring it forward, defired, therefore, to be Underftood as not 
• pledged to more than that he would, in fome ihape or 
other, bring the fubje£t under difcuflion early in the next 
feffion. 
Mr. Saw The cry ^as now very loud for Mr, S^awbridge^ who ac- 
fc"<J«c; cordingly rofe and obferved, that notwithftanding 9II he had 
heard, he was convinced in his own mind, that it was his 
duty to ftate to the Houfe a motion he had repeatedly aa- 
nounced; and it was one, 'he faid,. which did not originate 
• in this Houfe, but with the People at large -^ They felt the 
neceffi^y of fuch a reform, and they demanded it as their' 
right — r It was the nature of every human ftruifture to ftand 
. in need of frequent repair, otherwife time and accident in*. 
• ' fallibly deftroyed it. He therefore denied that the qufcftion 
> before the 'Houfe went to a reform, as a renovation only was 
its ohjedl; the radical principles were fouhd, and required 
only to be retouched. He then went, at brge into the ftate . 
of the reprefentation in various parts /of the country, and 
, alked whether fuch a fyftem as that which' at prefent pre- 

vailed, coiild he called a fair, or an eq<uiitable, or a fatisfao 
tory one? Hi5 objeft would confequently be, to have all the- 
light which could be thrown on the fuibje£t^ coUe£ted under 
the infpedtion and cognizance of the Houfe, tliat they might 
fee Whether any thing farther ought to be done or not, and. 
then, what the fpecific remedy which was neceflary ought to 
be — rThis was his prefent and >profefIed aim, and he trufted 
the Houfe would go along with him in realizing it. With-: 
out, therefore, troubling them with any long reafbniQg on a 
fubj€i6l fo well known, and generally underftood, he moi:^I4 
have done, with fimply moving, ** That a Com^mittee be. 
^ ^^ appointed to enquire iato the prefent ftate of the repre* 

^< fentation of the Commons of Great Britain in ParUa^ 
*«,ment.'' 
Mr. Aidicr. Mf. Alderman Newnham rofe with much fetisfadion tft 
TOaniiewp- fecond a motion which he iincerely tviflied might fccceed, 
baiii, rpj^^ People chimed it as their right, and he aJ^ed who h^A 

the right to deny it to th^m? The time, he trufted, waft 
*' ' come, when that partial reprefentation, which he had alwayt 

^ confiderfd as the moft gidring defeSt in the Bciti(h ConAi- 

mtion, would b^ removed^ and liberty would receive an ad- 
ditional 
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dtdonal feeurity from (uch an extenfion to the freedom df 
Parliament. 

• The honourable Mr.. Grofvenor owned verv freely, that he The hoii. 
rofe to give the mOtioa his negative, and this he would dd ^^pr? 
en two accounts -^H^ did not like to fee it affumcd, that 
the prefent ftate of reprefentation was imperfedt ; this was 
hot a fair mode, in his opinion, of viewing the fubje^t ; it • 
was prejudging the cafe without a trial ; this he thougki the 
dignity and honour of the ^Houfe ought to have prevented— ' 
Hi» would, however, give no opinion about it; when any 
fpecific motion was prefented to the Houfe, then would be 
the period, in his opinion, for difcuffing the equality of re- 
prefentation^- He was averfe in any judicatory, to take any . 
thtiir for granted, while it Was fo fully capable of proof— 
Bnt nere a Committee Was appointed to enquire into the ^ 
ftate of . that part of the Conftitution which was as it 
always had' been — ^ Nothing human was perfeft — This, 
however, Withvall its imperfeAions, had been admired and 
cxtcJled by all the world, and yet the prefent motion was 
fo fet on foot an enquiry which fuppofed it full of defers. — 

liis other rei^fon againft admitting the motion was, that.it 
jvag not in time, that it would hive come with a better grace 
in the beginning of another feflion, when gentlemen had ^ 
more time to fpa're, and Were lefs impatient to retire from 
the fatigvie of public bufinefs. 

S\t Richard Hill faid^ with refpefl and deference to that Sir Richard 
honourable Houfe, he affected, that it was an obfervation of "'^'* 
a wifer man than any within thofe walls (he excepted not 
the right honourable? perfonage who fo ably> fo worthily, fo 
inipartially, and fo unanimoufly filled the chair) that to every 
thing there is a feafon, and a time to every purpofe under 
heaven. Perhaps it might not be amifs, that he ihouJd in- 
iorm forae noble Lords and gentlemen, in that auguft affem- 
bly,. that the words were the words of Solomon, and that 
they were taken from an obfolete book, commonly called 
the Bible. It was, however, much to be feared, that the 
honourable gentleman, who made the motion, notwithftand- 
ing all he had been faying, had not paid due regdrd to thofe 
words of the wifeft 01 men, elfe he would not "have chofen 
the prefent time, to manifeft his zeal for our reformation ; 
a time when fo much public national hufinefs called for their 
immediate attention — But the ruling paffion would ever 
be nppermoft, and when a man was jired of every thing elfe/ 
he could mount his own hobby horfe with alacrity. Sir 
B b 2 . , Richard 
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Richard declared him felf a cordial friend<to a parliamentary 
, reform, he meant fo far as related to a more equal reprefen- 
tation — He voted for it, he had fpokea» he added, according 
to his poor ability in favour of it, and he hoped to give it 
l^is fupport, whenever he faw it brought forward at a propec 
tirtie and in a proper manner — But he folemnly declared, 
that be thought the honourable gontl^man's injudicioas and 
ill-tii^d ardour would greatly hurt the caufe he meant to 
defend, inforou^h, that if the Houfe came to a divifion that 
night, he doubted whether the honourable gentleman's bobby 
would even carry double, and whenever he (Sir Richard) 
adted the part of^a Don Quixote, he ftould be fadly difap- 
pointed indeed, if he could p6t get one poor Sancho Pancho, 
to mount behind him on his Roiinante. He had been confi- 
dering what could be the honourable gentleman's reafons for 
bringing on his motion at that time, and the three following 
had been fuggefted to him : — 

Firft, the bonpurable gentleman might think it would 
give him a little, more importance, and indeed when he re^ 
fleeted on the importance of the thing itfelf, and the many 
difficulties attending the execution of it, the honourable 
gentleman could, not think he depreciated him, whch he 
affiTrucd, that all the weight and confequencc, all the judge- 
ment and abilities of that Houfe colleftively, were not 
more thzn equal to an undertaking of fuch prodigious 
magnitude — Secondly, the honourable gentleman might 
imagine it would raife his own popularity,' and be the 
means of wiping away from the minds of his coirftitucrits, 
^ ' what they might think fome little faux pas in his late con- 
d\x&. But, Sir Richard faid, he was far from thinking the 
honoui-able gentleman would be able to .gain theii* favour by 
this device, or at all raife his popjilarity among a refpefta- 
ble body of fenfible, judicious, opulent citizens^ from 
whom he was fure, the honourable gentleman had received 
no iuftruftion to 'begin his parliamentary career, with an 
attempt co flop parliamentary bufinefs —Thirdly, the ho- 
nourable gentleman might think,, (he did not fay he did fo 
think, but there were abundance of cogitations in the human 
_ mind) thsit if his own popularity would be increafed bj 
bringing on his motion, that of the Miniftcr would be lel- 
fened by rejefting or poftponing it — ^ Notwithftanding the 
honourable gentleman^s greft politenefs*and profound hu- 
mility, in offering the jight honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer the preference in the buflncfs, hp mull fay, that 

's ^ the 
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the conduft of the Miniftcr had been fo uniformly confif- 
tent in favour of a parliamentary reform, that all attempts / 
4;o injure him on that fpore muft appear poor and futile in- 
deed-, and he was perfuaded, that if the Minifter were now - 
16 begin on a bufinefs fo arduous in itfelf, and whicli muft 
neceffarily be attended with fo many obftruftions, that in^ 
ftead of Shaking- himfelf more popular, he would juftly 
roufe the 'popular indignation' againft him. Would it not 
be faid on all fides, What is to become of loan and taxes ? v 
What of public credit ? What 6f commerce ? And after all, 

* what of India ? Inftead of now difputing by whom parlia- 
mentary bufinefs ought to be done, why did not they pro- 
ceed to the immediate doing of parliamentary bufinefs ? 
Such would be the language both within and without doors 
were the Minifter, at this bufy crifis, to bring on '^ny pro- 
je(ks for a reform in Parliament ; and he was fure the ho- 
nourable gentleman himfelf was of opinion, there were 
many things which might be very fit and proper to be done 
at one time, which at another he* would think extremely 
inexpedient and mai a-^propos^ To particularize only one . 
inftaftoe in familiar life — He had heard that the honour- 
able gentleman was remarkably fond of whift, «ind that 
he was fo excellent a- player that he could correft even 
Hoyle himfelf ; yet if a few friends were to come to the 
honourable gentleman's houfe in the rniddle of the night, 
knock' up all his family, awaken him out of a found fleep, 
and infiit' upon his immediately getting up ^nd playing a 
rubber at his favourite game, might he not well anfwer, / 
' •* My friends, what are you about ? Are you out of yotir 
** fenfes? Whift I love, and will play as many rubbers 
** as youpleafe to-morxow evening; but fleep^ is no,w the 
" thing that I want, and that my conftitution wants alfo"— ^ 
Befides, the honourable gentleman might perhaps add, 
** You have difturbed me in a moft pleafing dream, wherein 
** methought I was in the Houfe of Commons, and nie- 
** thought we were divided upon my motion for a parlia- 

/ «* mentary reform, and methought I had a majority of 
** more than two hundred." The honourable gentle- 
man might therefore addrefs his friends in the words of 
Horace: 

■ ■ Poll me occidiftis amiciy ' ^ 

■ "• ■ Cui fie exterta volupt^s, 

Et dcmptus per vim, mentis gratiffimus cr^r. 

6t : 
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Or nearly in the words of Pope : - * 

" A(l6ep) a patriot of diftiitgiiifliM note, 
** 'Awake> teducM matoa fingle vate. 

Thus, Sir Riehard declared, he had endeavoured to fathom 
the honourable ^entlemaA^s three reafcns for bringing on hii 
JEnotion at that tlitte — They might indeed go deeper, but h^ 
confefled his line would reach nd farther; the honourable 

fentleman might, if be pleafed, diflinguifh them iiito gpod^ 
etter, bed ; but he Was obliged malgre hi to draw them irt 
a different light, and therefore muft change the honourable 

fjntleman's honus^ mtiicr^ optivnus^ utito malus^ p^jot^ peffimus. 
ut though he profeffed his diflike of the motion, as being 
. eicceedingly ill tiftied, he muft again declare, that he hfeartily 

Approved of the thing moved for, and hoped at fome proper 
T)pportunity to hajre the hbridur of laying before the Houft 
fome new thoughts on the fubje6l, which he hid lately re- 
ceived from a very fenfible gentleman who was one of his 
conftituents, but at prfcfeht he fhoufd nO]t mention thetn^ nei- 
, ther fhould he fay any thing concerning certain rotten bo- 

roughs, out of whi^h ft) many half-flarved rats had crept, 
and at times had Well*bigh uodennin^d the foundations bf 
that Houfe — They Tnigh.t, if they pleafed, call therofelves 
the reprefentative body of the People', btit as he had the ho* 
Hour of obferving to thfe HoUfe upon a former occafipn, that 
Houfe exhibited fnuth fuch a teprefentation of the People, 
• as the Speaker himfelf did of that Houfe, when he was ftanr- 
ing in St. Margaret's church on the 30th of Jahaary, and 
fome df his attendants, perhaps, counting the moments rf 
the preacher's fermoii. But thej^e was an 'old adage, that 
friends in diftrefe make forrov^ the lefs ; and the Speaker had 
at leaft the comfoft of knowings that a ftitl mote, dignified 
perfonage than himfelf, the great and learned teprefentatitb 
of the Houfe of Peers, was at the fame moment landergoing 
the fame artnual frigid difcipline, not one hundred miles di}^ 
tant from him. Sir Richard begged patdon for this digref-, 
fion, delaring he was perfeiSHy orderly, for he was fpeaking 
of equal reprefetitatibn, but the fubject being rather too de- 
ficate to dwell upon, he flioiild immediately come back to hfs 
point -^ It was notorious, that many worthy members of that 
Houfe h?d no conftituents, perhaps only one conftitvent, 
being themfelves both the conftituent and the conftituee; 
Ijence thofe offenfive expreffions to the ear of independence, 
•* Lord fuch a one's borough." " Mr. fuch a one's borough.'* 
Well, then, might the ingenious member for Kirkwall, alias 

the 
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the hepefol flMtnber for Weftminfter (for be prefuoied ht was 
fijill of hopes of fuccefs) find out that the voice of the people, 
^both was and wa& not to be heard in that Houfe. Here what 
. was wrciQgy aod what was wanted, muft appear to every man t 
but how to re^ify the wrong, and fgpply the want, had puz- 
zleds and would puzzle n\uch wifer heads than the honour- 
able gentlein^n's and bi$. Thofe gentlemen who made no 
fpniple of voting 9V<^ay rights aod charters, might tbjnk there 
was an eafy method of gettii\g rid ol as mapy rotten boroughs 
a| they pjeafed, but 2|s 6>me fuch geiitlerpeq reprefeptf d fome 
fuch boroughs, he Was inclined to think, that wheo it came 
to themfelvesi} they would alter their fentiments and perceivd 
' a i^grant injiiftice in their own c^ff, which had noexiftencf 
where the coafifcation of the property of a great refpe£table ^ 
company was to be the effeft'of their aye or np. Men pf wic 
might riidicule the idea <^ parliamentary reform, bv faymg, 
** that a tinker bad rather mend a kettle than th^ conflitution,. 
** and a labourer rather make a faggot than mak^ laws/' &c. 
And -where was the thir^, however excellent, which had not 
heen ridiculed ? 3ut as to arguments, be muft hear better 
tban any he had yet heard to convince him that a parliament 
tary refprm was not ipuch wanted^ apd much to be wished. 
-9-As to the ftale cry of ipnovation ! innovation ! it was fo 
very abfurd, that it was fit only for ih^ lips of his, HoUrufi 
or old Mother Goofe. If that plea were to U? admitted, good 
night to every thing but ignorance and harbarifm. Accord- 
ing to this pica, no one thing that was wrong ought ever to^ 
\^ amended, nay, the longer abufe and error had exifted^ 
the longer they ought to exift ; and the State or nation 
which had groj^ned for centurie?. under any particular 
grievance, ought to bear the burdep of that "grievance aa 
^ong a^ tb<e world flood, even injuftice njiight be fanftificd 
fey <ime, and oppreflion by being opprcffed. If this doftriiic- 
bad always been adhered to, where would have been many 
q{ their civil liberties at that day, wlien they withftood not 
tbe imaginary but the real arbitrary ideas of prerogative, 
^ich fome contcijidcd for aa the very b^fis of the Coi^ftitu- 
l^m, anck which woiidd have made the Englifl^ diadem aa 
^)>V>Iute as that of France,? Above aU, where would have 
Ween tb^t religioix which came dpwn to them dreaming in 
^e ^lood of proteftants^ martyrs, s^d confefTors ? Th^t 
IKligion, wblchf however delbifed and ridiculed it might bei 
i^ tnis dej(enex^te day of prouig^cy and diflipa,tI.Qn, inftead 
of beingj afhamedof, they ougnt to glory in, and to make 
l^e ruk of all their Qondu€t| both in public and in private 
• ^ life. 
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life. , Overwhelmed by arbitrary^power, and funk into the 
dregs of popiih fuperftition, they (hould now have nothing 
to confole themfelves with, but the reflexion of having 
ileered clear. of every attempt towards any reformation, 
either in church or ftate, for fear of the danger of innova- 

' tion. According to tha.t do£lrine, the man, who had an 
unhealthy ftate of body, ought never to be cured ; or if he 
fent for the phydcian,^ the wife do£tor fhould {hake his 
head, and fay, ** To be fure you are but in a bad way7 but 
•* I (hall not attempt to adminifter any relief to you. You 
** have been fick fo Ibng,^ that fick by alLmeans you ought 

^ " continue." Nowhefuppofcdj'nobody would affirm, that 
there were no difeafes in the body politic, as well as in the 
body natural 5 and he fuppofed alfo that nobody would deny 
that the great body politic of this kingdom had been for * 
fcvchral years paft (indeed, ever fince the adminift ration of 
one, whofc name could never be mentioned hut with vene- 
ration in thatHoufe, ht need not fay he meant the great 
Earl of Chatham) in an atrophy^ and during the time that the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband held tbe reins, in a galloping 
confumption. They had .tried bleeding long enough, and 
bleeding with leeches too: he had no objeftion to tty the 

. alterative in queftion, when the body was in a fit ftate to 
receive it J but he was fure, for the reafons .already given, 
that at prefent it was not, and .nobody but an empiric or 
quack; .who was totally unfkilled in the knowledge of poli- 
tical chemicals and galenicals, would Tay that it Mras. \i 
he bad talked too long in the medical ftile,lie humbly hoped 
the Houfe would pardon him, and he^as fure he ftiould 
meet with the'indulgence of a learned Lord, he meant the 
LordReftor'ofGlaJgow (Mr. Burke). Though, alas! all 
his prefcriptions the other pight, had no other tSt& than to 
procure the eafy difmiffion of his patient, without a ftrug- 
gle, or without a groan, and he was fure it was to the gcne- 
, ral fatisfa£lioh of that honourable aflefnbly, that the poor 

' creature went oflF fo eafily and fo peaceably. He knew.jt 
would be contrary to order for him now to fay any thing of 
that learned Lord*s fpeech, but as the learned Lord was 
plcafed to afiert, that when a late right honourable Secretary 
brought in his Indfa bill, he wiflied for neither power nor 
emolument to himfelf or friends, but that he a£ted from 
nobler motives, and defpifed all fuch trifles; he would juft 
take the liberty of obferving enpaffanU that there was an old 
fable they were all well acquainted with, which fays,** That 
' ^<«whOT 
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** when Acyfiard had leaped very high at the^ grapes an4 
** could hot reach ithem^ he fneaked off and faid they were - 
*' four.'^ . ; 

. Now^. Sir Rictiard ailkcd, after all he had faid, on wKicE 
fide muft te give his voice ? He certainly fhotild not vote 
againft a measure which he heartily \riflicd at a proper time 
to fee adopted : but as he thought this was by no means fuch 
a time, he fhould do what he faid the Speaker woiild be very 
glad to join him in, (but, alas ! dignity of office debarred 
him of the privilege) he Ihould leav^ the honourable com- 
batants to fight it out among themfelves, and fliould go 
home and try to get a good night's reft. The Speaker had ' 
the repeated pleafure and benefit of hearing every fpeech 
which had been delivered on the fubje£l for fpme years paft^ 
and therefore muft have made up nis mind on the point. 
But whether he was for a reform in the reprefentation oj: 
duration of t'arliament, or whether, with the noble fpoufe of ^ 
the late rlght^ honourable Secretary, he thought both had 
better be deferred ad Calandas Gracas^ he would anfwer for 
him, that he thought a reform in the duration of their de- 
bates, and, he would fay, in the duration of their motions 
too, would be highly praife-worthy. And if to thefe he 
added a reform in their temper whilft debatiiig, he belie vea 
he fliould be joined by the whole Houfe mm, con. As there- 
fore he began with one faying, of the wife man, he fhoiild 
end with another, which was, <* An angry man ftirreth up 
** ftrife, and a furious man aboundeth in trahfgreffion. 
*' But a foft anfwer turneth away wrath." ^ 

The Earl of Surrey declared he fhould have oppofed the xhc Earlol 
motion, had it been for a Committee of the whole Houfe^ Surrey, 
as that would have unavoidably taken up the time of the 
Houfe, and retarded public buCnefs, but as the motion 
went merely to the appointment of a iclcQ: committee, he 
^ would give it his vote. 

Mr. Af. A Taylor took notice of what Mr, Fox had faid ^«'- ^- A- 
bf the completion of the Houfe, and the probability of Mr. '^■y**** 
Pitt's being able to carry the motion, if he was fincere ix^ . 
its favour. Mr. Taylor faid, he meant to fupport the right ' 
honourable gentleman on all great national points, from the 
^confidence he had in his intogrity^ and the high eftimation 
in which he held his abilities, but he defired tobeunderftood 
as a man not determined to vote with him in all qafes, an4 
under all circumftances, whether right or wrong, whether 
his.judgement accorded with the meafurc^ under confid^a^ 

VbL, XV. C c ' . Uoji 
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-tionornot. As far as his experience went, he declared, 
the People were not all bent on a parliamentary refornft. 
. He had ftdod candidate For two different places^ arid he 
heard nothing of a parliamentary reform in either. He fat 
for one borough of couffe, and his conftituents had not hi- 
itru£led him to fupport any meafure diredied to fuch an ob* 
jeft as the prefent motion. ,He faid, he was not prepared 
to give a vote upon the prefent queftion ; having fat fo fhort 
a time in Parliament, and having no thoughts of a feat in 
that Houfe till the diffolution of the laft Parliament, he had 
not formed a judgement upon the fubje£l, and therefore 
wanted more time to make up hij mind before he could de- 
cide \yhat was a fit meafttre for the Houfe to adopt* 
LordNorth. Lord North began with declaring, that though he certain- 
ly wifhed the motion to be put off, he fliould betray his fen- 
timents, if he faid he wifhed it to come 09 another day ; he 
• .wiflied it never to come on, be^^fc he was convinced it 
never could be adopted, without a deep wound to the Con- 
ftitution. The worthy Alderman ^ho made the motion, 
had dated no ground to prove the neceffity of any alteration 
in the ftate of the reprefcntation in Parliament, and without 
very ftrong ground for fuch necciEty was fhewn, he fhould 
ever contend that it was unwife, rafli, and improper to 
make fo dangerous an experiment. From this remark his 
« Lordfhip pioceeded to enquire what could be alledged as the 
proofs of any neceility for what was called, but, in his mind. 
Very falfely called, a parliamentary reform. Was it becaufe 
the Crown was fufpefted to have had too much influence in 
the laft Parliament that it had been diffolved, and that it was 
neccffary fo early in the prefent to fet about an alteration in 
the Conftitution ? Was any gentleman afraid that the 
Crown would have too much influence in this Parliament \ 
What poffible reafon could be given to fliew that an altera- 
tion mod ferioufly afl^diing that Conftitution under which 
the country had derived To many bleffings, for fo many 
year^, was neceffary ? Did freedom depend upon every indi- 
vidual fubjedi being reprefented in that Houfe ? Certainly not ; 
for that Houfe, conftituted as it was, reprefented the whole 
kingdom. Freedom depended on a very different circum- 
ftance. He was free, becaufe he lived in a country governed 
by equal laws. Where the hi|heft and the loweft were go- 
verned by the fame laws, where there was no diftin&ion of 
; perfons, there freedom might be faid toexift as purely and as 
perfedUy as in the nature of thines it could exift. But it was 
faid Helftone fent members^ Old Sarum fends members, and 
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yet Manchefter fends no members, nor Halifax, nor Leeds, 
nor Birmingham. What then f Did . Manchefter defire to 
fend members ? Did Leedsjor Birmingham deiire it ? Would 
the fending members be of any advantage. to their towns ? 
Did any gentleman imagine, that a petition from Manchefter, 
or Halifax, or Leeds, or Birmingham, would be lefs attended 
to in that Houfe, than a petition from Helftbne, which drd 
fend member^, or from Old Sarum — though indeed Old Sa- 
,rum could not now petition the Houfe of Commons, becaufe 
Old Sarum was in the Houfe of Lords. But experience proved 
that petitions from Manchefter, iFrom Halifax, from Leeds, 
and from Birmingham, always received as much attention as 
petitions from boroughs that were reprefented, and undoubt-* 
edly the fame attention petitions from Manchefter, Halifax, 
Leeds, and Birmingham, always would receive, whether 
thofe towns were reprefented or not. What proof had the 
Houfe, that a reform in Parliament, as it was called, would 
afibrd fatisfadion to the People ? When the fubjedl was under 
difcuffion fome few years fince, he recoUefted an honourable 
gentleman deft red that the petition from Birmingham might 
be read, but there was no fuch petition on the table. In like 
manner he might now defire the clerk to read the petitions 
from Manchefter, Halifax, and Leeds. What authentic in- 
formation then had that Houfe that the People wiftied fqr any 
alteration ? He knew of none ; and even if they had exprefly. 
petitioned for an alteration, and that in fuch a way as to make 
it dear that it was their decided opinion, he ftiould have • 
maintained that no alteration ought toha\;e been made, becaufe 
he held it to be indubitable, that when the People wiftied for 
an improper thing, it was the duty of that Houfe, from a fenfe 
of what it owed to its own honour, and to the general welfare* 
of the country, to refufe complying with improper wifties, 
and improper requifitibns. And here he would not fcruple to 
fays that thofe gentlemen who held, that the inftrudlions of 
conftituents ought, on all occafions, to be complied with, did 
not know the conftitution of their country. To furrender 
their own judgements; to abandon their own opinions, and 
to 3(9: as their conftituents thought proper to inftruft them, 
right or wrong, was to adl unconftitutionally. Let them re- 
coiled who and what they were. They were not fent there, > 
like jthe States General, to reprefent a particular province or 
diftridt, and to take care of the particular interefts of that par- 
ticular province ; they were fent there as truftees, to a6l: for 
the benefit and advantage of the whole kingdom. He was ^ 
not fpeaking as the ambaftad6r from Banbury, come to meet 
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the deputy from Old Sarum. or the plenipotentiary from Hel' 
ftone. The moment a gentleman took his feat for Banhury* 
or for Old Sarum, or for Heiftot^e, he was to con&de^ himfelf 
as a reprefentative of all England, and as bound to take as 
niuch care of the interells of one par^ of the empire as an- 
other. The idea therefore of complying in all cafes with the 
inftru£lrt)ns of conftituents, was an idea direAly repugnant 
• to the Conftitution of Parliament, and tp the funftions and 
duties of its members. The bonburable Baronet who fpoke a 
fliort time fince took notice of phyficians and medical advice. 
Before a phyfician'& aid was called in, it was necefiary that 
the patient Ihould apparently want fuch aid. That this was 
the cafe in regard to Parliament remained to be proved. No 
fuch proof had yet been given. But it was faid there were 
' ' fuch things as burgage tenures, that this Lord fent in mem- 
bers for one borough, and that Lord for another* It was very 
true; but in all human inftitutions there would neceilarily and 
unavoidably be, fome blemifties. For his part, he regarded 
ail fuch matters as trifles only^ as things foarcely feen or felt, 
as mere warts upon the conftitution, which did it no harm, 
iTor odcafioned any inconvenience. Was then the Confti- 
tution to be endangered, in order to get off thefe little 
excrefcences ? But the worthy Alderman had faid, it 
was not innovation, but renovation, and recurring to jfirft 
principles, that he propofed. Good God, did gentlemen con- 
fider what they faid when they talked of renovation, and 
coupled with it the idea of a more pure reprefentation in 
Parliament, with a view to give the People a larger ihare of 
power? The People -had more legiflative power now than 
ever they had. The argument held by thofe who were thq 
moft zealous advocates for what was 'called a reform, was, 
that they wanted to check the influence of the Crown and' 
the influence of the ariftocracy, and to give more influence 
to the democracy. And yet th^fe very gentlemen talked of 
renovating the Conftitution, and recurring to firft principles. 
' Let them recoUedl what the ancient Conftitution was, and 
vyhat the modern Conftitution was at that moment. In an- 
cient times the People had no (hare at all in the Legiflature, 
it lay wholly with the King and his Barons.. Before the 
Revolution, therefore, there was infinitely lefs freedom than 
' tJiere was now ; and were gentlemen, who made their defire 

to obtain more freedom for the People the plea for their zeal, 
anxious to renovate the Conftitution, and to take tlie ne\V 
fabric of it to' pieces, in drder to build it up after' the old 
£iihion ? Let them but refledt a moment on the abfurdity of 
' ' ' , this' 
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this condutjb, and they would theq fee, it was inapvatlo^^ 
and not renovation that was intended. They coaki not de- > 
clare themfelves determined foes to the influence of tho 
Crown and to the influence of the ^iftocracy, and at the fame 
time mean to go back to periods, when the Crown and the 
ariftocracy«had ten times more influence in that Houfe than 
either had now. His Lordfhip traced the Cdnflitution frqpi 
the earlieft periods to the prefent day, and fliewed that the 
Conftitution of Germany, the Conftitution of Portugal, of 
France, and of Spain, all had their origin in the fame fource 
from which the Britilh Conftitution fprung; but that the 
genius of the country, and an infinite variety of accidents 
and events, had made it what it now was. He took notice 
of the various projedls that had been fuggefted by different 
fpeculators for a reform of Parliament, and ftated fome of * 
them to be pregnant with infinite inconvenience, and others 
to be utterly impracticable. He particularly entered into a 
difcuffion of the fcheme of adding one hundred Knights of 
the Ihire, and alfo the Duke of Richmond's idea, tha; every 
individual perfon fhould have a vote. He took notice of the ^ 
ftatute of Henry the Vll. which confines the eleftors for 
members to ferve in Parliament to freeholders poflefled of . 
freeholds of forty /hillings a year rent. He reminded the 
Houfe of the different value of money at that day and at pre- 
fent, and contended, that if eleftions were bad things for fhe 
country now, they would be ten times worfe if the number of ' 

voters w^re increafed. After having urged that the People 
did not wifh for a reform, that any alterations would be dan- 
gerous to the Conftitution, that to renovate the Conftitution, 
as it is called, would be to leilen the power and influence of 
the democracy, and to increafe the power and influence of ihe 
Crown and the ariftocracy, and that all the purpofes of perfe6t 
freedoni to the People and a ftrong and efiicacious Govern- 
ment might be anfwered under the prefent Conftitutipn, his 
Lprdfhip took notice of Mr. Pitt's having faid, that if the 
honourable Alderman did not make his motion that day, he 
would make a motion upon the fame fubje(9: early in the 
next feflion. Since the honourable Alderman had made his 
motion, he faid, the right honourable gentleman was ab- 
iolved from his promife, becaufe the condition of it had 
been violated; he begged leave to aflure him, therefore, that 
he did not ftand pledged to make any motion of the kind, 
and he hoped he would not. Having urged this, he at ^ 
length took notice of Sir Richard Hill's attack upon him, 
and laid, He prefumed, when the honourable Baronet talked 
4 of 
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of a gdlloping confuniption, he did not mean to allude to his 
perfon, becaufe, undoubtedly, that afforded tio fymptoms of 
any fuch difeafe. After playing a little with this idea; he 
faid, the honourable Baronet, and ftiany of thofe conneSed 
with Adminiftration, were perpetually holding out to him 
the idea fhat he had been the caufe of all the calamities of 
the country by promoting the American war. Sir, fays he, 
I deny that to be tr,ue ; I found -the American war when I . 
came into Adminiftration ; I did not create it, it was the 
war of the country, and approved of by the People at large. 
Sir, had Parliament been reformed, they would not have ex- 
prefled more clearly than the unreformed Parliament did the 
opinion of their conftituents on that fubjeft. But, Sir, I 
defire once for all, that gentlemen will defill from thofe un- 
founded aflertions, that ' i was the author of thofe calami- 
ties. If they are of that opinion, let them come forward 
with a charge ; I am ready to meet it ; I call for it ; nay. 
Sir, I demand it as a right. Sir, there can be no reafon for 
withholding it now. If I was protedled before, I am not 
protected how. Sir, the Minifter has every thing that can 
enable him to carry on the profecution againft me; he has a 
Houfe of Commons to accufe, he has a Houfe of Lords to 
judge; he is mafter of all the written evidence againft me. 
And, as to parole teftimoify, thofe who were my friends, 
thofe who were in my fecrets, thofe whom I received into 
' my utmoft confidence, from whom 1 concealed notching, are 
now the friends of the right honourable gentleman, Sir ; 
and I dare fay their love of juftice and regard for the Pub- 
lic will make them lit and ufeful witnefles upon fuch an oc- 
cafion. Yet, Sir, with all thefe advantages ori the part pf 
the Miniiter, of accufer, judge, written and parole teftimony, 
I do not flirink from, hut court* the enquiry : but this I 
muft infift upon, that if the matter is not enquired into,. it 
/Iiall not be argued upon as if proved. His Lordftiip after 
this recurred to the topics touched upon in the former part 
of his fpeech, and having again declared his exprefs objec- 
tions to any alteration in the Conftitution of Parliament, he 
faid, that holding fuch fentiments, he could not confiftently 
move a previous queftion, though he might confiftently vote 
for a previous queftion, if any other gentleman chofe to 
move it ; if that was not done, he fhould content, himfelf 
with giving the motion his negative. 
Sir Edward Sir Edward JJiley faid, he was not in the habit of compli- 
MUy. menting the noble Lord, but he muft fay, he had never 
beard him make a more able fpeech in his life. Sir Edward, 

after 
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after this, declared the noble Lord had once dared him to tn«- * 
ftitute an enquiry into his condi/£t. He had pot chofen to 
undertake the office ; but he ihould, neverthelefs, ftill con- 
tinue to impute all the calamities brought on the country bj 
the American war to the noble Lord. Sir Edward profeU 
fed himfelf a friend to the motion, 

Mr. Beaufoy fpoke to the following effe£k : A noble Lord, Mr. 1 
forn>erIy the Miniftei' of this kingdom, has endeavoured to foy. 
convince the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that he is bound no longer by his engagements to the Public 
to fupport a parliamentary reform, which, therefore, the 
noble Lord advifcs him to relinqufli. Sir, the friends of the 
right honourable Chancellor are under no apprehenCons that ' 
he will take his Lordfliip's advice, not only from their being 
convinced that his Lordfhip is the laft man in the kingdom 
whofe advice he would chufe to take, or whofe example he 
would wifh to follow ; but from the ftill ftronger reafon of 
their being perfeftly abfurd, that no confideration under 
heaven would induce him to abandon an obje£t which he be- 
lieves eflential to the happmefs of his country. 

The arguments of thofe who, in the courfe of the debate, 
have endeavoured to combat the propriety of the motion, 
feem to be reducible to three fpecific objeftions ; the firft is, 
that the People do not wilh for a reform in Parliament. 

The fecond Ts, that whatever may be the wifhes of the ' 
People, a reform in Parliament would be highly prejudicial 
^ to the intefeft of the Public ; the laft is, 

That, abftraftedly from all other confideration s, this par- 
ticular mode of-effedling a reform in Parliament "is danger- 
ous, and the time highly inexpedient. 

To each of thefe objedliona it is eafy to reply ; my atgu- " 
ments will.be fliort and few. 

In the firft jplace, it is faid, that the People do not wi/h 
for a reform : in anCwer to this affertion 1 can appeal, with 
confidence, to the language of the moft popular candidates 
in all the popular eleftions ; for if we may judge of th« 
wifhes of the People by the arguments which thofe who are 
candidates for ^heir favour, make ufe of to conciliate tl>eir 
efteem, we muft be convinced that a parliamentary reform 
is,' of all objeSs, that which the People have moft at 

heart. ' r r 

1 he noble Lord has faid, that he believes no Hpufe of 

Commons, mqfe popular than the prefent, has ever exifled 

in the kingdom : none, for fo he muft mean, that ever tn^ 

joyed 
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joyed in a more ample degree the good opinion and confi-* 
dence of the People. 

I perfedlly agree with him in this belief, and therefore I 
im confident that a reform in Parliament, which was always 
a public wilh, is now, perhaps for the firft time, the public 
expe£tation too ; for the People are perfuaded that, whatever 
were the fentiments of the late Parliament, you will not 
blame their endeavours to procure, ?jot that ideal and abfurd 
'equality which the noble Lord ridicules and condemns, but 
that enlargement of their political freedom which is eilen- 
tial to the fecurity of their civil rights. They wifli to 
place as many guards as poflible round thofe high privileges 
which they alone, of all the principal nations of Europe 
continue to enjoy, but which, they well know, muft ceafe 
with them alfo whenever they fliall ceafe to be the conflant 
obje6ls of their care. 

They are confident, therefore, that you will not blame 
' ' their zeal, if following the example of their anceftors, they 

endeavour to preferve their Conftitution, by arrefting the- 
progrefs of abufe, and . by endeavouring to obtain fuch new 
regulations as the common fenfe and the common feelings of 
mankhid recommend. To that common fenfe and to thofe 
feelings they appeal, from the aflertions of the noble Lord, 
when he declares, that for a reform in ^Parliament there is no 
plea, either of neceflity or ufe ; for they a{k. Is it not un- 
wife to give to ah agent fuch a continuance of power as 
muft render him independent of his employers, and encou- 
rage him to ufe, for his own benefit, that authority that 
was given him for theirs ? In private life, this would be con- 
fidered as the excefs of folly ; in public life, it is impoflibl^ 
it fhould be wifdom. 

The People, fays the noble Lord, have reafort to wifh for 
' a reform ; they think they have the moft forcible of all rea- 

fons, a certainty, founded on their own experience, that n 
delegated power will long be faithfully exercifed, unlefs it 
frequently returns to thofe by whom it was beftowed. Are 
they alked for proofs of this aflertion? Their anfwer is a 
national debt of 250 millions, a debt which no credulity can 
believe the People themfelves would have contracted; which 
no credulity can believe the reprelentatives of the People 
would have contra£ted, if they had no intereft but that" of 
the People •, a debt of which we know that much has been 
, contradled in a way that profligacy itfelf will not dare to 
juftify; for, in one fingle year (to fay' nothing of • bthct 
years) to charge 21 millions to the national account, when 

only 
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only twelve millions were borrowed, is a tranfa£lion which 
no man living will have the hardihood^ in the face of his 
country, to defend. 

The noble Lord talks of a reform in Parliament as'of en- 
^tire ruin to the Conftltutipn : the People will tell him that 
they have not forgotten^ though it feems he has, that within . ' 
the memory of perfons now living, the Parliaments of this 
country were triennial; ihey will tell him that tp this hour 
thtfy muft have continued triennial, if the firft principles of. 
the ConAitution had not been abandoned, and its moft fa- 
cred rules grofsly and indecently violated ; for, if there is 
any one maxim of the Conflitution which challenges parti* 
cuiar regard, if there is any one to which a peculiar^fanc- 
tity belongs, it is the maxim that the Houfe of Commons 
Ihall be appointed by the People; whereas that Houfe of 
Commons that repealed the triennial a£l was, as to the laft 
four years of its exiftencc, felf appointed. The People em- 
powered them to make laws ; they did not empower them 
to make legiilators. ' 

To reflore to the People a benefit, of which they were fo 
unconftitutionally, fo unjuilly, fo tyrannically deprived, is an 
objedk which every friend to the People muft have moft fin- 
cerely at heart. ' 

1 know I ihall be told, that if triennial Parliaments (hould 
be reftored, the expence being doubly frequent, would be- 
come an intolerable evil : mv anfwfer is, that if the evil < 
Ihould be intolerable, it muft be of fliort continuance; its 
magnitude will' enforce corredtion, and, indeed, there is 
much reafon to believe,' that till the frequency of ele6lions 
ihall have made the expence intolerable, no effedlual law fbi: 
xeftraining that experice ever will be pafled. 

The noble Lord Ras defcribed the defefts in our prefent 
Conflitution as blemiflies of no account, as fpots which the 
iharpeft eye find's it diflScult to trace. On behalf of thp 
People, permit me to tell his Lordfhip what they think of 
thefe fliadowy defeds, thefe blemiihes of difiicult difcern- 
ment : is it not, they fay, contrary to all reafon,/ that left 
than feven thoufand eledors fhould return a majority oi 
the eleftors of feven millions of people. Is it not unjuft, 
in the , higheft degree, that twelve eledors fliould return * 

- twelve members of Parliament, when the whole city of 
London. returns 1>ut four? Is it riot the excefs of folly, that 
places without inhabitants and without houfes, fliould have 
reprefentatives in Parliament, when Manchefter, Leeds, and 
Birmingham have none? Sir, the People know not in what 
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fenfe of the word the late ^Houfe of Cbmmons couH he 
called their reprefentatives, when their language (fay they) 
was aliento our fentimentSi and their condu£l abhorrent to 
ourwiihes* 

The noble Lord tells us, that the late Houfe of Commons 
was not charged with being t6o much fubje6t to the influ- 
ence of the Crown— they were notdiflblved for this crime — 
Sir, the late Houfe of Commons were accufed of not fpejak- 
i^g the fenfe of their conftituents: this was the offence for 
which they were diflblved — From the dangerous deiigns of 
that Houfe of Commons, the interference of the Crown has 
fortunately faved usj but let us not therefore think, that the 
Conititution is fecure ; foi' what if the Crown, at forae fu- 
ture period, fhould join with the. Houfe of Commons againft^ 
the People ? What if the illegal decrees of the Houfe of Com- 
mons fhould be fupported by the army, thofe peace officers 
as- they have heen called, with bayodets in their hands ; 
where then Will be found the boafted fecurity of the Britiih 
.Conftitution? Where /Aw Will be the difference between 
the freedom of England and the flavery of Francfe ? The noble 
Lordfeems to be impreffitd whh melancholy apprehenfions 
, of'the danger that may follow the appointment of Tuch a 

Committee as the motion before you deicrihes; for my own 

£art| I cannot think fo irreverently of the Houfe, as to be«- 
eve, that the number it contains of wife and moderate men 
IS fo fmall, as. not to furnifh the very few that are requifite 
.to compoTe a Select Committee — ^t am Confident, that a large 
jjroportion of the Houfe confifts of men whpfe zeal is tem- 
pered with prudence, whofe ardour is guided by knowledge, 
and who think, that were they named tp fuch a Committee,, 
their bufioefs would be, not to invent fyftems of ideal unat- 
tainable good, but to point out to the Houfe the defeds in 
the prefent ft ate of the reprefentation of the People, and to 
iiiggeft fuch remedies to thofe defefts, as are heft fuiied to 
the laws, and moll confonant to the genius of the Cohftitu-* 
tion. jSome of thofe gentlemen who preceded the noble Lord 
In the debate, have objefted to the motion, from ah ideju 
Yjiat the prefent is not the (eafof\ for deciding on bufinefs of ^ 
- Xuch infinite importance — Sir, 1 am convinced^ and I fpeak 
It with much concern, that a reform in Parliament is a matter 
of immediate neceffitjr; for, when the executive power ^f 
our JEaft-India dominions fhall be placed in the Crown, and 
jnowhere elfe can it be conftitutionally placed, who does ncit 
^qrefe^ th^t without a reform inParliament, an overwhe^Irahi- 
jqgiinflucnce will bear down the ftrongeft hacricrs of the 
I • Coa^ 
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Conftiruxion ? Thenohle I^ord will advife us to veft th6 go« 
Tenunenc of pur {odia po^gions in Commiffioners appointed 
by Parliament, and to give executive power to the delegate^ 
01 the People; but God forbid that his advice /hould be fol- 
lowedp for that would be to deftroy the very foundations 
of oyr Government, and to brealc up the very ground on 
yfhkh the Con.ftitution Aands — * On the other hand, it ejual- 
k concerns us to beware of increafing the power of^ t!ht 
Crown, without ftrengthening at the tame time the fencei 
p{ the People's freedom. 

To avoid the evils of th»s unhappy dilemma, that of an i 

immediate fQrrender of our Conftitution on the one band, 
or on the other, that of deftroying the balance of its powers, 
>frbich mvifi ultimately terminate m its ruin, no other way 
prefentsitfelf to our choice but that of fliortening the d^ta« 
tlon of Parliamenfs, and guarding againft an increafe in thj» 
iofloence of the Crown, by reformiing the reprefentatioi:i of 
the People. 

Mr^ Martin CziAy iliat as a.fiocere^nd zealous friend tot Mr.Martift 
Aorough reform in the reprefentation of the Commons of this 
realm^ he could npt refufe his alTeqt to the motion proposed' ' 
by the worthy Alderman — that he thought a Committee of 
Jd^ Houfe, composed of intelligent ^nd refpedable charaficrs^ 
might do much to facilitate and promote fo defirable an o1>» 
jA. He trufted^ that on this occafion, thcf right honour** 
able gentleman at the head of adminiftration, and the rigUt 
honourable gentleman on the other fide, would both a jrord 
their hearty affiftance ; he declared that he bad not the leaft ^ 

doubt of the fincerity of either of thofe right honourable 
gentlemen in their profeffions on this fubjeft, but that be did 
not think either of their plans, if he had rightly un^erftood' 
them, fufficiently extehfive. He would advife the wprthy 
Alderman, as he really believed hini to wi(h fbccefs to th^ 
caufe, to encourage a general aflbciation of thofe who were 
now unreprefented in this country ; that they ihouJd eftabliih > 

a general correfpondence, and claim their right in a peaceable 
:ind conftitutionail, but a firm and determined manner. He 
Mieved that every man in the country, who gave any atten- 
tion to the fubjefil:, muft be more and more convinced of thb 
baneful cffefts of the prefent fyftem of eleAioneering ; he 
faidthat it was his idea that we had been growing worfe and 
.worfc ever fince the conftitutional practice of paying the re^ 
J^retent^tive in \kzt Houfe had ccafed* that inftcad of being - 
D d ,^ paiS 
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paid by their rightful maftcrs, they had g6t into the dirty 
cuftom of taking vails, .which amounted to a^ood deal more 
than lawful wages. He (aid that he fihcerely believed that 
reprefentation would never be what it ought to be, fo long as 
men continued fo eager for feats io the HjOufe, and that fuchi 
cagernefs was produftive of more evil to the 'morals of tl^e 
people, and to the country in general, in various ways, than 
could eafily be conceived by thpfe who had hot obferved it 
with attention. He was perfuaded that if gentlemen would 
but refleA coolly and frequently on this fubjea, they mud be 
deeply afFeftcd by the extent of the evil. He conceived that 
the great oppofition made to this reform, arofe chiefly froni 
git>undlefs apipreheniions ; that gentlemen of weight and con^ 
fequence in the country w^re apyt to imagine thatfuch weight 
and confequence would cea^fe, or at leaft be much dinainifhed, 
if it were to t^kc place j but that he, on the' contrary, did 
verily believe, that thofc who fliould prove themfelves worthy 
of public confidence, would, in cafe of an efFeftual reform, 
obtain their feats, aoU hold them with rnuch lefs difEcuItv 
than they did at pref^nt. Mr. Martin faid, that if the ques- 
tion on the table (hould be carried, that he ihould exceed- 
ingly rejoice, as he thought it would be the means of having 
the bufincfs deepjy and thoroughly inveftigated by merf of 
charafter and abilities. He was very certain that the more 
the fubjeft was examined, ^the more clearly it would appear, 
that by much tl\e greater part of^our public and private dif- 
trefs, had arifen^rom the evilof ele£tioneering influence and 
corruption:, but that he heartilj wiThed thatTuch a Com- 
mittee (hould be appointed as an affiftance to th^ Public in 
inquiring into this interefting matter. He muft fay, with 
great del^erence to the Houfe, that he did conceive that the 
regulation of reprefentation ought to be in the peppljp ^t 
large, and that the Houfe had no right whatever, accordiny 
to the principles of our^Conftitiition, to diftate as tp the maa» 
ncrof eleftion, or the duration of their delegation— that the 
rcprefentatives having too long aflumed t^hat power, they 
feemed to have forgotten the relation they bore to the People, 
' of whom they were the creatures, and by whom they ought 
to be chcjfen in fuch manner, and for fuch fpace of time, as 
the people might think heft. Mr. Martin obferved, that the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband had, he thoiight, according to 
cuftom, treated this matter with ?i .levity highly unbecoming 
the ferioufnefs of theTubjeft, He did not wonder that rhc 
noble Lord Ihould perlift in a fteady oppofition to any parlia- 
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mentary reform whatever. He well knew, that according to 
the prefent fyftem of reprefentation, it was in the power of 
any man, however juftly unpopular, to force himfelf into 
the Houfe of Commons by means of a burgage tenure, or 
other dependent borough. Very ftrong inftaoces might (2? 
brought in proof of this, that if he fhould mention one or 
twoj he could aflure the Houfe it was not for. the fake of fay* 
ing any thing perfonally unpleafant to any man, but merely 
to evince the truth of the obfervation he had made : that at 
the very laftele£tion at a certain borough in Oxfordfliire, not 
remarkable for the large number of its elefiors, though there 
was only one candidate, he was fo extremely obnoxious to the 
generality of the people, ths^t he was not very defirous of the 
honour of being chaired, but^wifhed to retreat as quietly as 
poffible, immediately after that ceremony ; and that it was 
perfeAly clear, that had the ele£lion depended on the inhabi- 
tants at large, that the perfon who now reprefented that bo* 
rough, would have had but a very fmall proponion of votes ia 
ids favour. Mr. Martin faid, he would mention one inftance 
inore, and he meant that of Kirkwall, where, though the 
public character of the right honourable reprefentative might 
poilibly have reached,, it could not be fuppofcd that he was 
fufficiently conne£ted there to have been their reprefentative^ 
if he had been to be chofcn by any very confidcrable number 
of the inliabitants : that he thought, however proper the 
choice might have been in both thofe inftances, that the body 
of the people could have very little to do in it. Mr. Martin 
concluded by faying, that he ihould certainly give his vote 
for the queftion, on the principles and for the reafons which 
he had endeavoured, though he feared very impcrfeftly, to 
ilate to the Houfe. ^ 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared he moft undoubtedly (hould Mr. Chan. 
not take the advice the noble Lord had been fo obliging as to ««"•' P**** 
give him, having folemnly pledged himfelf to bring the fub- 
jeft under the confideration of the Houfe early in the next 
feffion, whether the prefent motion fucceeded or nor. He 
afcribed the long continuance of the American war, and that 
Tery circumftance being the means of keeping the Minifter in 
place, to a corrupt fyftem which owed its origin to the want 
of a reform in the .ftate of reprefentation. He combated 
Lord North's poiitions one after another. He charged the 
laft Parliament obliquely with unconftitutional condufi:, and 
imputed the late diiiolution to that circumftance. He joined 
in admitting the impra£ticabilitypf univcrfal reprefentation* 
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as proje^d by his Grace of Ricfimond, but he detkred, that 
the abfurdity of that fcheme wa« do reafon why every hope of 
hitting open a pra6licable reform fhoald be ahandooed «imI 
'^ferted* He faid, Lotxi Nofth'i deciaratioa that the fec^t 
of the People could only be collefted within thofe walls, t4ed 
htm down as it were to vote for the motion, and fypport^aoy 
endeavours to have the fenie of the People corref^ly fpokea ia 
the HoufeofConim^ons. 
Mr.PBiw Mf. Dunias hegzn with a complaiqt of the ChtaceUaf of 
*•• the Exchequer's having, while he had profefled to avoid en» 

terihg too deeply into the difcuflion of certain topics, frooi m 
defire not to divide the friends of the motion, handled iOthe«» 
with a harihoefe and feverity that betc^ened no very ftpdioiii 
endeavour to conciliate the minds and fecvu-e the cordWc^ 
cyperation of his fupporters. Mr. Dundas, after thiji ^iiw* 
duam, ftood fordi the defender of Lord North 'bvm Mff hp^ 
piartation of partix;ulaT. Uame for having carried on -die^^mp^ 
rrcon war ; the noble. Lord, he &id, found the war hii^iiB 
«v4ien he took the lead m government ; it w(sls then a fpopuliic 
avftr^ and where was the Miniftcr to be met with, whowasU 
have dared to have dropped it i After having ^oken CO'Ck^ 
culpate Lcmi North for his condo£l in office, be apologtaied 
J^ h^viiig fpoke from the tjueftion &> much. He^eciiitoi 
liimA^lf averie to the ipecrfk: motion u^oder confidevataon^ ibor 
cotife it profeiTed not .to have any end in view fh«t 'Coiild be 
attended with the leaft poflible good. It would obtain no ia* 
formation for the Houfe, but what the Houfe already poiU 
ftlTed. That there were rotten boroughs, and that the ari« 
ftocracy held them, were faSs well known already. The 
only confequence that appeared to him as likely to folilovr 
fuch an inquiry as the motion tended to inftitute, would be^ 
the eftablifhing^by authority the melancholy 7a€^ that the 
Conftitution we had for ^ges^ boafted ^f fb highly^ was one 
contin^ued fyftem of difeale and corruption, and that it was 
impofTible fot human ix^nuity to fuggeft sat adequate re- 
tnedy. This would create gloomy ideas and leave the ima* 
ginatioRs of the people at large deprefled and funk un4or their 
'weight. Mr. Dundas laid, be {houM have better liked a 
motion for a Committee :of thcwhole 'Hoitfey as in fuch a 
Committee every fingle propofition might have been iepa* 
rate^y difcufled, and decided npon ; be ended, wilh 4eclas» - 
ing he fhe<ild give the motion this negative. 
Uu Vox, Mr. Fox rofe liext, and in a ^eech of confideniUe lengtih^ 
fopported the motion. He'4eckred^ ahboiig^ :he iiad itfit 
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. Iirfore ttia<!e ap his itiind to the propoiition 0/ (hortenihg the 
difratioii of ParlUtne&^s, what he had f^eo within the paft fix 
motiths had cotnpleteiy decided his opinion upon the pointy 
tad he was now feady to declare their duration ought to be 
limited to as ihort a period as poflible. He animadverted on 
tKe leading political events that had .occurred fincc laft No- 
Vember, and contended, that they all proved the neceffity of 
t free and independent Parliament. Upon a Houfe of Com* 
tnons fo formed, depended the exigence of every thing dear 
to EngUfhmen. He fpoke of the uncommon exercife of the 
Royal Prerogative by the prefent Minifter, and ftatcd, that if 
the Crown had a Houfe of Commons wirhout doors, and a 
Houfe of Commons within, and played the one off againft the 
otber, as intereft rendered convenient, occafionally menacing 
With threats of diffolution, and occafionally alluring with pro* 
txkifcn of honours and rewards, the People were folely in the 
hands of the Crown and its Minifters, and the Conftitution of - 
the country was not fafc for a moment. He compared the 
preient times to the four laft years of Qiicen Anne, but Se- 
dated, if any-thing, the times were now worfe. He replied 
lo what Mr. Pitt had faid of the American war, and acknow- 
ledged that the revival of that topic always gave him pain • 
he faidj he reprobated tbp condud of' that war as, much as 
jCvcf, but juftfce required he fhoulA admit, that neitl^er be 
not any of his oppofers, at the time that they divided fixty or 
ftvehty on a divifion, ever pretended, th'at it was not at that 
period a popular war. He charged Mr. Pitt with want of ' 
Feeling, to which he imputed the manner of his revivin a 
IbbjeS that muft create as much difguft in the minds of thoie 
Who lat near him, as it could poffibly do, in the minds 9f 
others on the fide of the Houfe on which he ftood at that "^ 
ifnodtient. He contended warmly and zealoufly for the quef- 
tion, and urged the exti:cme propriety of the point of time at 
which it was brought forward. He clofed with an earncft 
exhortation to the rloufe to fupport a motion, to which there 
couid be no reafonable objeftion advanced. 

As foon as Mr. Fox fat down, there was a riolent 
cladiour for tht queftron^ !and the gallery was cleared of 
Grangers. 

Mr. Burke^ with a great deal of difficulty obtained a hear- Mr. BuiIm, 
ing, but he was not fuflfcred to proceed long, fuch was the 
itaipatience of the Hoi;fe for the qucftion. Mr. Burke 
chiefly direfted his argument to that part of Mr. Pitt's v 
^peechj io which he had mentioaed the American war> and 

called 
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caHed lipon the Chancellor to (hew, how the American war 
originated in the ftate of parliamentary reprefentation ? He . 

frut his queftion in two or thfee different ways ; bat before he 
ould proceed farther^ he was interrupted, and a warm alter* 
cation took place, fome of the young members vocifcratiiig fo 
loudly. as to prevent Mr. jBurke from being diftinf^ly heard^ 
At length, after complaining of the indecent and diforderly 
conduft of a part of the Houfe, Mr. Burke declared he had 
•fomething to fay, which Ixe conceived was well worth their 
hearing, bi!it it was too much for him to Hand up againft fo 
violent a clamour. He faw he was among a parcel of rocks^ 
the fides of which refounded with the intemperate lafhing 
of a roaring furge, and therefore, though he was paft,.and had 
got the better of thofe feelings, which they who were fo ftu- 
, pidly clamorous, hoped to opprefs him with, he thought it' 
' ' more prudent for the moment to bow to the ftorm. 

Ctn. Buy- GcncrzVBurgoync rofe to exprefs his fenfe pf the condnA z 
•*^^"*' part of the Houfe had juft held, and which he declared, he 
could not confider otherwise, than as a difgraceto the whole 
\ affembly. The General ftated, that every individual mem* 
Jber had a right to be heard on any queftion, and in order thait 
every member might obtain that juflice, he gave notice, that 
if on any future occafion, he fhould fee any gentleman a£t ia 
fo diforderly a manner as to infult a member upon his legs, 
he would mention him by name to the Chair, that fuch 
V fhameful behaviour might be reported to the Houfe by the 
Speaker, and receive that cenfure which it loudly called for. 
Lord MuU Lord Mulgrave faid, he would not at that late hour de- 
«'*^*- ,tain the Houfe by entering into any argument upon the 
principle of the motion ; indeed the principle had been'ib 
ably argued on both fides, that whatever he might have to 
fay farther upon it, muft be fuperfluous ; but as a young 
mctiiber, who had Ipoken earlj in the debate, and very ably, 
had declared, the queftion of a reform of Parliament was ncvr 
to him, and had objefted to putting the qilfeftion then, bc- 
caufe he had not had time to make up his mind upon the 
fubjeft, he thought that a good ground for deferring comisg 
to any opinion one way or another as yet., He therefore 
move^ the previous queftion. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sowbridge complained of the unprecedented motion 
bridge. ^jj^^ j^^j been juft made. He appealed to the noble Lord's 
candour, whether it was fair, after all that had been faid up- 
on the fubjefl in the courfe of the debate, to rife at that late 
hour and move the previous queftion } Th6 reafon which the 
I noble 
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noble Lord had affigned for moving it, did not, in his opi- 
nion, bear him out. The noble Lord had ftatcd, that, he 
moved the previous queftion, in order to give a young mem- 

. ber, who had fpoken early in th^ debate, time to make up hit 
mind upon the fubjeft of ^a parliamentary reform, iince that 
fubje£t was quite new to him. The noble Lord furely forgot, 
that the member in queftion, though he had told the Houfe 
that the fubjeft was new to him, and that he had never • 

thought ppon it, had alfo in the fame fpeech faid/ that he had 
confulted his conftituents upon it, and that they had exprelled 
no defire that he fhould fupport any motion for a parliamen- 
tary reform. It was evident, therefore, the fubjeft was not 
fo pew to the honourable gentleman as he had ftated, and if 
his conftituents were indifrerent to the queftion, he would vcn- . 

ture to fay, that >hey ftood fing^lar in their opinion. With 
regard to much of the debate, he had a right to declare it had 

. no reference to his motion, which did not go upon any par- 
ticular fpccific mode of reform, but was merely a motion^ 
that a Committee might beiinftituted to mquire into the ftate 
of the reprefentation. That Committee, he faid, mean\ to . 
make a Report; and it would remain with the difcretion and 
judgement of the Houfe <o terminate what proceedings, if any . 
ihould be had, upon* the bafis of that Report. The motion, 
therefore, bound the Houfe down to no fpecies of reform, but 
merely put the matter in progrefs, and would ferve to cori- 

' vince the People that the Houfe of Commons, was ferious iii 
its profefBons of complying with their wilhes upon a topic^ 
upon which. fo much of the expe£tation of the public in ge- 
neral refted. He earneftly hoped, therefore,, that the candour 
of the noble Lord would induce him to deal more' fairly with 
the queftion, and that he would not periift in his motion^ 

Mr. M. A. Taylor fzid, the honourable gentleman had mit Mr. M. A, 
amderftood him, or he had mifreprefented him : why or *^*T*«'- 
wherefore he knew not. What he had faid was this : that 
he had ftood for two different places, at neither of which had . 
he heart) any thing from the electors touching the queftion - ^ 

of a parliamentary reform. That fince his eledion, and very 
lately, he had been down at the borough for which he fat ; 
that he had then mentioned to feveral of the leading men of «. ' 

his conftituents^ that a motion on the fubjeft of a parliamen- 
tary reform was likely to come on, and had defired to know If 
they wifhed him to vote upon fucha motion in any particular 
way. To that queftion he received not any anfwer, that 
(hewed that his conftituents felt very zealoufly about the . 
Vol, XV* . E c mattctT ' / 
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matttr. With regard to his not having made tip his tniiid 
upon the fubjeft, 'he certainly had not as yet, having fat lb 
(hprt a time rn, Parliament. ' ,1 

Mr.Chjjn- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to fccond Mr. Sawbridgc's re*- 

celtor Pitt, quifition. He declared, that, no private opinion of his, that 
it^was not the b»ft poffiblc moment to urge the qmcftion in, 
or the moment moft likely to bring it forward wiih advantage 
to the caufe he had fo much atheart, fhotild tndiicA hini to 
jdaariy thing, that might look like difcoontenancing the prin*- 
diple of thequefkionof theday; be, therefore earncftly hopcA 
the nobte Lord Woold fo far comply with what pretty 
plainly appeared to be the general fenfe of all fides of the 
" Houfe, 25 to .withdraw the previous queftion. To Okove 

fuch a queftion, upon a motion of fuch magnitude andiron 
portance, as that which had been under difcufHon fo many 
hours, was certainly very untifual, and would throw a ilur, as' 
it were, tipon the queftion itfiplf, that ought not, in his opi- 
nion, by any mtahs to be thrown upon it. He hoped, there*- 
fore, thtf noble Lord would not perfift. in the previous qoef- 

> tton, but would faiFer the Houfe to vote on the main quef> 

lion. If, however, it fhould fo turn out, that the nobk Lord 

^ could not be preva'rled on to withdraw his motion, be cau^ 

tioned the Houfe, that by voting againft the previous^ quef'*- 

* tion, they might have an opportunity bf getting rid of it, and 

by that means vote afterwards upon the main queftion. He, 

therefore, he declared, fhould certainly vote againft the pre- 

* vious queftion, if the noble Lord fhould ftill perfift in it. 

Mr; Sheri. Mt^SheriJan faid, fo far fpofli his thinking what had fallen 
early in the debate from the young member, who had fpoken 
laft but one, rendered a previous queftion either neceffary or 
proper, the motidn of his honourable friend, the worthy Al*- 
derman, appeared to him to be exaftly adapted to the fituation 
of the honourable member ; becaufe the motipn was not a 
motion for this or that particular mode of reform, but a mo* 
tion for the appointment of a Committee to inquire into the 
ftate of the reprefeniation. ' From that Committee the bo- 
nour^ble gentleman might learn faifts, upon a knowledge of 
which alone he could form an opinion, arid make up bis 
mind ; he hoped, therefore, the noble Lord would not peiiift 
in his motion for the previous queftion. From the nobte 
L<:^rd's well-known cahdour, he was inclined to hope he 
•would withdraw it; and indeed, he had another reafott for 
thinking fo, which appeared to him to be a very forcible one, 
and to be likely to ciperate more upon his n^ind^ . that ao^ 
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othtr he conW foggcft, nnd'that was, a confideration 'fi>r tbe 
' charafter of tbe right, honourable g/entleman at the headof 
the Exchequer. 'That right honourable gentleman had fup- 
portfid'thc motion ^o ably arid fo vigoroufly in the courfe of 
the dcbarc, that he was himfelf pcrfcftly fatisficd and con- 
vinced, that the right honourable gentleman, notwithftandinq; 
he might not, in his own private opinion, think that the beft 
.moment for bringing the fubjeft forward, was fincerely a 
well- wither to the motion, and a real friend to a fober and 
tenjperate parliamentary reform. What a rifque then would 
the noble Lord put his right honourable friend to, if by 
moving a previous queftlon at that late hour of the night, he 
afforded the public room for fufpicion, that fuch a motion 
vws made collufively, and with the right honourable gentle- 
man's connivance? .For thefe reafons, he hoped the noble / 
. Lord would withdraw his motion. , , - ^ 

Lord N,orth rofe to defend the previous quefton. His Lord- L4. North, 
fliipfaid, he faw nothing improper in ipQving the previous 
queftion; there were two defcriptions of perfons about to 
vote that day, viz. thofe who thought with him upon the 
fahjedt, and were enemies to any and every alteration of the 
Conftitutipn ; aqd thofe again, who were not averfe to the 
principle of a reform, but thought that not the fit timeNfor 
it. Now the previous queftion would fuit either Qf thefe 
defcriptions, and therefore it appeared to him to be highly . 

• proper — With regard to the motion's fuiting the honour- 
able member, who had, declared be had not made up his mind/ 
updn the fuhje£l of parliamentary reform, he could not fee 
how it would fuit him, becaufe if he went to jthe Committee, 
he n\ight hear fomething of different modes of reform, and 
v^hich of them the majority of the Committee might ap- . 
prove,' but it could not enable him to make up his mind in 
favour «f which he ought to decide. , . 

.,Mu Sa'Ujbri4ge rofe .again to explain — He charged the Mr. Saw- 
noble Lord ,with having intirely mifapprehended his motion j^ \>hi%t. 
and, to convince the Houfe, that fucl> was theTafl, he de- 
fired the n>otion might be read. This havin^g been complied 
with, Mr. Sawbridge reminded the Houfe, tbiit therp was no * 
fiicfa word as reform in the whole motion ; the motion was 
merely for af Comnaittee to be appointed to irtquire into the 
ftate 9f the reprefentation# and therefore undoubtedly was fuch , e 

' a ^lotion as might fairly be voted for by the honourable 
youflg^ member who had rifen ^ fo Jately. Mr*. Sawbridge 
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again appealed to Lorcl Mulgrave's candour, and begged hin^ 
to witlidraw his previous queftion. f 

Mr* Wii- Mr. Wilherjorcc faid, he fincerely wifhed the honourable 

berforee. Alderman had not brought ox\ his motion that day, becaufe 
being a hearty and zealous well-wifher to a parhamentary 
reform ; he ihould have-beeh glad it had Gome; on at a better 
ieaforL — ^^So dstermirted, however, was he to do nothing that 
might look like a wifh to difcountenance the principle of the 
motion, that he would certainly votp againft the previous 
queftion. * , 

.LoraMul. ^oxA Mulgrave (diiA^ he 'had been fo particularly called 

friw. upon, that he muft neceflarily fay a few words — His can* 
dour had been appealed to, in a manner he thought rather 
extraordina'ry — What had candour to do with the queftion? 
, Was there any thing unfair in his moving a previous quef- 
tion upon a itiotion, the friends of which were violently di- 
vided in opinion, a great part of them thinking that to be an 
. unfit time for it, to be brought on. With regard to the in* 
jury his perfifting in the previous queftion might do the cha- 
rafter of his right honourable friend, he had no idea of that 
being poffible ; his right honourable friend's charafter was, 
he trufted, far too firmly feftabliflied to be fliaken by fo flen- 
der a circumftance, though he had hpard the prophetic mif- 
. reprefentation and the invidious comment that w^s intended 

-^ to be put upon it — His Lord/hip aifdajned the imputation 

ofcoUufion, and faid, if there was any crime in p'ropofing 
the previous queftion, the noble Lor4 in the blue ribband 
^ was his accomplice in that foul crime j that noble Lord was 
too manly a charadter to warrant any fufpiciqn of an undue 
niotive for what he had done; he (hould therefore acknow? 
ledge no compunftion. His Lordftiip concluded with de- 
claring, that he ftiould per£ft i|i his mptipn for the previous 
queftion. 

Mt. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan rofe again tp complain of Lord Malgrave's 

dan. haying talked of prophetic mifreprefentations and invidious 

comments — No part of what had fallen from him, he wa^- 
perfuaded, juftified fucb infinuations — ? He had declared he 
was perfedHy convinced of the flncerity of the right honourr 
able gentleman*s zeal for the principle of the. worthy Alder* 
man's motion, and had deprecated the confequences that 
might follow any of the right honqurable gentleman's friends 
movii^g the previous queftion. People without doors who 
were not perfedily apprifed of all that had pafted in the de- 
bate^ might conceive, tbat it was a trick and a connivance. 

- . "^'^ ' ^ and 
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ahd tdatthe previous queftion was moved with the right hon, 
gentleman's confent and con'turrenceT— It was in order to avert » 
this mifconftru6lion, that he had exhorted the nohle Lord 
to a& cindidly, and not perfift in his motion ; and he had 
been not a little induced to prefs the withdrawing of the pre- 
vious queftion upon the noble Lord, from the right honour- 
able Chancelioir of the Exchequer's having himfelf l^en the 
firft to decla;-e, that difpofing of the motion by the previous 
qpeftion, was cafling a flur upon the very important topic 
to which it bore fo immediate reference. * 

Sir Francis RaJJett Pegged, before the queftion was put, to Sir Fraadt 
be permitted to wy a fingle word to it — Sir Francis declar- Ba'^f^^ 
ed, he did not wi(h the previous queftion to have been moved^ 
biKaufe he was defirous that a dire^ negative ihould be put 
upon the main queftion, in order that it might he laid at 
reft for ever; having tnaturely ponfidered the fubjedt, apd 
being decidedly of opinion, that any alteration in the ftatp of 
parliamentary reprefentation wopld prove highly dangerous^ ^ 
and deftruftive to the Conftitution* ' ^ 

^ Mr. W. GrenvilUtdidy he was not only extremely forry the Mr; Wm. 
previous queftion had been moved, but he had hoped the noble GrenWlip.. 
Lord woyld haye been prevailed on to have withdrawn it, be- 
caufe his wifli was, to have the fenfe of the Houfe taken upon 
the motion for a Committee, wheii he meant to have g^ven it 
his negative ; and he flattered himfelf, that the fubj^ of a 
parliamentary reform, as far as it could in the nature of 
things, would have been put to fleep for ever. Mr. Gren* 
ville faid farther, that great:ly as he admired his right honour* 
able friend, and greatly as he revered his fplendid abilities. 
be fhould have Joft much of that admiration, and much ot 
that reverence, if he could have entertained f6 poor an opi- 
nion of him as to have thought hini capable of expecting a 
fervile compliance with his particular feqtiments on every 

treat and important queftion. Hfe had no fuch opinion of 
im, and therefore he rofe to declare^ that he was an enemy 
to the principle c^ the original queftion, and that he ftiould 
vote againft the previous queftion, in hopes of being able to 
give his negative to the main queftion. ^ ' 

The queftion was then put, and the Houfe divided ; 
Ayes, - - - - - 199 
Noes, - ^ , - . 125 



Majority, - •, • * ^ f4 
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June 18. 

The The Speaker called the attentiotv of the Houfe to a difii^ 

Speaker, culty whicb had occurred, at the office of the Clerk of 
the Crown — An indenture, purporting to be a return for 
the boroughs of Invernefs, &c. and figned by the Sheriff 
of Elgin, had been tendered him ; but he decHned accept- 
ing it, a$ it ought to have been annexed to ,thc writ ' 
he therefore applied to the Houfe for iaftruftions' — It wa$ 
agreed to take the matter into coniidera;tion on the Mon- 
day followifig; , * 

The Houfe went into a Committee of Supply, arid Mr.* 
Brett rofe to move the ordinary of the navy -^ He would 
not go at length into the detail, as the eftablifhment was 
exaftly the fame as^that voted in the la^ feffion- of the lad 
Parliament; he wbuld make his motions therefore* in tTic 
ufual way— and firft, he moved for 701,869!. os. 6d. for 
the ordinary, including half-pay to fea and marine officers 
for 1784. 
Mf.HuiTcy. Mn Huffey condemned, as he had often done befwe, this 
manner otdemandihg mohey for the public fervice ; he wa^ 
well aware, that it was fcarcely poffible fopMinifters to apply 
fums voted to the particular objefls for wbich they hfad been 
demanded, as it was often found neceffary t^lay out in the 
repair of -one ihip, what had been voted for the repairs of an- 
other ; the idea, therefore, that he had of thefe eftimates, was, 
infaft, that they called for a certain fum of money for un- 
certain purpofes^ and therefore he would ftrongly recom- 
iT^end it to Government, to apply in future for a grant of 
money on account, without dating for what purpofe ; and lif- 
ter wards to give a fatisfaftory account of the application and 
expenditure of that fum : for in truth it wast idiculous to find 
the fame fliip in every year's eftimate, to fee, that perhaps 
ioo,oool. might have heen voted for the repairs of that flyi|>, 
i though every fliilling of that money might have been ex- 

pended, and honeftly too, on otlier fliips, which on an emef- 
gency might have been fitted out in a moch fliorter tim^ 
than that fingle fhip could have been repaired. — He called 
' upon the naval agents in the Houfe, to turn this matter in 
their thoughts, and communicate their opinions to the Houfe. 
Admiral Sir Admiral Sir Thomas Frankland rofe next ; he complained of 
Thomas tfje want of difcipline that prevailed thoughout the navy, from 
FnnkUnd. ^^^^ entrufling boys with commands. He hoped the copper 
iheathing was to be taken off the men of war's bottoms, elfe 
we fhoUid not have aihijp fit for any fervice. 

Corn- 
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Corpfnodore Bower faid he woul^ not have opened his lips Commoaorc 
on the prefent occahon^ if the adilrefs jnnzde to the naval offl- Bowyer. . 
cers by the honourable member who fp6ke laft but one', had 
not called up the honourable Admiral near him* whofe afler- 
tions Ke could not fuflfer to pafs unnoticed. The honourable 
.Admiral faid, that the difcipline of the navy was deftroyed | 
but that gentleman would permit him toobferve, that his long 
retreat from the fervice, might poffibly make him ignorant of 
the prefent ftate of difcipline in the navy : the ruft of more 
than thirty years might well have deftroyed the brilliancy of 
the honourable Admiral's profeffional abilities, of which he 
meant not to fpeak difparagingly, as he had never heard any 
mention of them> ^or more than thirty year^, the honour- 
able Admiral had performed no other voyages than from 
Wefttninrter to Change-alley,' and probably knew little mpre 
of the ftate of our fleets than he could learn by the rife or fall^ 
of infurance. The honourable /Admiral might not be able to^ 
comprehend the nature of the improvements that had been 
made in the difcipline of the navy fmce he h5d retired Tronu 
the fervice. As to the ftate of that difcipline, the hiftory of 
the wide-extended war in which we had lately been engaged* 
would beft explain it : the faithful hiftoric page would fill thQ 
minds of men, in ages yet to come, with admiration, when 
they ftiould read there, that Great Britain, after having beea 
engaged in a war with almoft all the maritime powers in tbo 
world, had, at the conclufion of it, left not a fingle Britifti 
fliip of the line jn.the pofleflion of any of her enemies ; that 
only one line of battle fhip (the Ardent of 64) had been taken 
from her, and that flie had been re-ta}cen after a general en* ' , 

gagement with the enemy's fleet, the event of which had 
crowned the arms of this country with a moft glorious viC' ' 
tory, (on the famous 12th of April.) As to the flieathing of 
fliips with copper, on which the honourable Admiral had 
touched; he would fay this much, that the moft able and ex- ^ 
perienced ftiip-builders had'aflfured him, they would not fufier 
a (hip ftieathed with topper, to go to fca again after three 
years fervice, without taking off the ftieathing, and thoroughly 
examining the bottom. 

Captain Macbriele vf^is of the fame opinion .yvith refpeft to Capt.Mac- 
the bottoming of fliips with copper : he knew from experience ^"**^ 
that a ftiip Iheathed with copper, and lying long at anchor 
was apt to grow foul bottomed, as much as thofe which had 
other ftieathing : and he knew alfo that what ^is worthy bro- 
ther officer had faid was ftriftly true, that fliips muft be ex- 
amiued at leaft in tliree year^, let the copger iheaching be in 
. ever 
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ever fo good a ftate ; it was his opinion, therefore, that it was 
a matter which ought to be referred to the judgement of able 
men, whether copper fheathing was more or lefs advantageous 
^ to the public fervice, than any other fheathing. 

The queftion was here put on the motion for the fupply, 
an4 carried without a divifion, 

Mr. Brett. Mr. Brett then moved, that iop,ocx>l. be granted for the 
ordinary repairs, &c. of the Ihips of the Royal navy. This 
motion pafied without any pppofition, and the Houfe was re- 
fumed. 

Mr. Alder. Mr. Alderman Newnham rofe to repeat a motion that had 

maDNewn- j^gen, formerfy made for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the 

aft impofing a tax on receipts. The Alderman faid,- his con* 

ftituents had inltruQed him to make fuch a motion ; in com- 

ph'ance with their inftruftions, therefore, he rofe to make it ; 

at the fame time he vi^ould remind the Houfe, that the laft time 

he moved for leave to bring in a fimilar bill, he had been told, 

that he was not very apt to cortply with the inftru6bions of 

his conftituents ; zn infmuation,^ that probably was thrown 

^ out with 2i view.tojhjure him, as it certainly had injured him 

in. no very trifling degree at his eleftion. As the Houfe in 

geiieral might have heard that he confented to a6l agreeably 

to the inftrudtions of his conftituents on every occaiion, an 

, agreement which he certainly had entered into, he would take 

. that opportunity of declaring, what his opinion upon the fubjedk 

of inftruftions from conftituents was. He had no difl5culty 

• jn faying, that ujjon all local queftions, upon all oppreffive, 

, ' , internal taxes, and in every cafe that related to them in par- 

ticular, the conftituents' inftru£tions ought, in his mind, to 
be implicitly obeyed ; but where the charaAers, talents, and 
views of Miniftcrt, were the matters under confideration, 
where meafures afFefting the general interefts of the nation 
at larqe were to be difcuiTed and decided upon, there he 

^ thought the rcprefcntativc ought to be left to himfelf, to aft 

as his own judgement founded upon that degree of light and 

information which could only be obtained in Parliament, 

» fhould direS him. It was very true, that he had confented 

to rehnquifh his fe?it, wherever his own opinion operated 

againft the ipftrudions of his conftituents, fo far as to render 

"^ it impoftible, confiftently with his confcience and the genuine 

fentimehts of his hieart, to obey thofe inftruAions.; but.be 

trufted, the good fenfc of his ccnftituents would 'refcue him 

from being often put to that fevere tcft. Wherever he found 

his conftituents and he differed effentially upon any great 

point, he ihould fubmit to them the beft reafons his abilities 

I could 
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could enable him to urge in fupport of his opinion^ and if be 
found it out of his power either to convince them, or to re- 
ceive conviction from them, he muft neccflarily bow to their 
dccifion ; but he ws^ certain they would dft more wifely, in 
not defiringhim to vote in a manner incoAOftcnt withhi^ ho- 
nour. He^ begged pardon for having tbtr^ departed from the 
immediate fubjeft, refpefting which he had rifcn to'troublc 
the Houfe, and to which he wquld immediately return. The 
Alderman then alTured the Houfe, that his conftituents did 
not lightly or capricioufly obje£t to the tax on receipts, but 
that they found it to be extremely oppreffivc, inconvenient, 
and partial ;'they were very ready to fubmit to another tax: 
in lieu of it, knowing perfeSly well that the money muft be 
raifed by fome tax or other, and hoping that a more equal 
tax would be fubftituted in the room of that on receipts. , 
Among other objeftions that he ftated, he faid, the aft for rt- ' 
gulating it rendered it more objeftionable, bccaufeitoccafi- « 

oned offences to be committed, where there was no deiigp to 
offend. A friend In the country, he informed tjie Houfe, had 
wptten him a letter, ftating, that againft his will he had been 
diftributingfome counterfeit ilamps ; for having fomc ftamps 
from London he put them among his papers, and thofe papers ^ ^ 
Jiaving been accidently.preffcd, the impreffian of the ftamp 
came pfF fo clearly, that hfe had written receipts on. fome of 
the counterfeits, before he difcovered the miftake. By the 
letter of the regulating aft, therefore, he was a dead man. 
The Alderman faid farther, that if the tax was to be conti- 
nued, he certainly was of opinion that its cplleftion ought to-« 
be aiHfted, and rendered as produftive as poflible ; but he 
hoped the Houfe would confent to the mepeal, as he believed 
he might fairly fay, the majority of the trading part of the 
whole kingdom thought it a moft unjuft tax, and wifhed to 
be relieved from the burden and inconvenience of it. . He 
added, that he had heard that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was inclined to repeal the receipt tax ; he flattered him- 
felf, therefore, that he fhould haye his fupport on the prefent 
occaiion. The Alderman concluded with moving, " That ■ 
** leave, be' given to bring in a bill for the repeal of the aft, 
*< impofing a tax* on receipts." 

Mr. Alderman SawbrUge rofe to fecond the motion. The Mr. Aider* 
Alderman faid he likewife had received the inilruftions of his "**** l*'^- 
conftituents .to endeavouK to obtain the repeal of the receipt "^**' 
tax, which they, with great jufiice, in hi$ opinion, com- 

V01..XV, .^Ff plaine^i 
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plained o( as an unequal and oppreffive impoft. He hoped, 
therefore, the Hpufe would adopt the motion. 
' Mr. Lor- Mr. Lorraine Smith faid, he had the inftrudUons of his 
l^iAcSnuth conftituents to^fupport the motion. He rofe therefore to 
obey them. Mr. Smith faid, the tax fell twenty-fold on the 
confumer, who could not by any means contrive to repay 
and indemnify himfelf ; he therefore thought, upon principles 
of' jnftice and fairnefs, it ought to be repealed. 
Capti Bcr Captain Berkeley faid, notwithftanding what had been ur- 
>eicy, * ged, he trufted the reports of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer's haying an inclination to repeal the tax were falfe, 
and that he would by no means confent.tb give up one of 
the heft taxes ever impofed on the fubjeft. If the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had any fuch intention, he would oppofe 
it to the utmoft, becaufe he highly approved of the tax, and 
had done fo from the firft. No complaints were made of it 
in the county he had the honour to reprefent. The city of 
Gloucefter indeed had formerly oppofed it, but they were 
now come to the conviftion of its propriety,, and were per- 
fe£tly quiet upon the fubje<£t. 
Mr. Chan- ^^- Chancelibr , P/Vf affared the honourable gentleman, 
^eliorPiti. that whatever reports of his having an inclination to repeal 
the t;^x, might have reached his ears, or thofe of the worthy 
Alderman who made the motion, he need be. under no appre- 
* , henfiops that, he was about to give his confent to the repeal 
6f a tax likely to be extremely produftive, arid w'hich, in his 
Inind, afforded very little ground of juft complaint. He 
might have faid, what it was natural for every other per- 
jTon to have. faid, .when he heard that the tax was difliked, 
• and complained of^ viz. that it gave him great concern to 
find it was not approved, and that if a better tax could be 
propofed, he ihould be glad to repeal the one and adopt the 
* other ; but beffore he did conf0nt to repeal the receipt tax, it 

was undoubtedly his duty to be fo far affured, as to entertain 
a reafonable hope, at leaft, that there was another tax that 
Vrbuld be more equal, more eafy, and equally produdkive. 
That was, he feared, very far from being the cafe : but fo 
little inclined was he to give way upon the prefent occafion^ 
that he had no fi%:h intention. He never had oppofed the tax; 
though when it was originally projJofed, he had entertained 
coniiderable doubts of its turning out fo productive as it was 
jm'agined it would prove. Thofe doubts had uniformly been 
verified, but every new tax was an experiment, and necef- 
farily arid unavoidably liable to imperfeftions in the firft 
; * trial of it. Nothing, therefore, had happened refpe£ling 
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the receipt taXf but what every new tax was liable to, ^ la 
confequence of the regulations that the Legiflature had made 
upon the fubjedk, the tax had beeii rendered infinitely more 
efficacious than it had been, and it was now growing more 
and more produ£live. About 12,000 pounds had been re* 
ceived upon it in town only, fmce the 24th of March laft^ 
when the new bill commenced its operation ; its produce, 
therefore, as far as it had been feen at prefent, amounted to • 
100,000 a year, and as he could not conceive it had yet had 
a fair trial, he. was inclined to believe that its produce would 
continue to ipcreafe, and become ftill a ^greater obje£l than 
it was already. He declared, he v^as willing alfo to believe 
that it was growing lef$ uttpopular, and that the prejudices 
railed againft it Were* dimlnilhing daily. To give up a ta3C 
fo produftive, therefore, fo very important in its produce^ 
and fo equal and eafy in its burden, at a time when other 
new taxes muft neceffarily be impofed, and when we had no 
refources to wafte, would, he flattered himfelf, neithet be 
deemed prudent nor adyifeable by the Houfe. For that rea* 
fonj he ihould think he did no more than his duty in oppof- 
ing any motion that had the repeal of the receipt tax for 
its obje6l. 

Mr. Macnamar a faid, no man would be more willing to. W'' l^^^j^ 
• fupport the right honourable gentleman in every meafure '**°^*» 
that he ihould propofe, and which fhould appear likely to 
promote the public good, than he would ; but, on the pre- 
fent occafion, having received the inftrudlions of his confti* 
tuents, a very worthy and refpeftable body of men, to ex- 
ert his endeavours to obtain the repeal of the tax on receipts,' 
he held himfelf bound to obey thofe inftruftions, and to 
fupport the motion. Mr. Macnamara declared, that in- his 
judgement the inflruftions of conftituents upon the fubje6t 
of taxes ought to be religioufly obeyed. The receipt tax 
was found to be a tax partially operating upon men in trade 
and bufinefs ; every gentleman, therefore, who reprefehted 
either a city or a borough, in which rnen of trade and bufi- , 
nefs refided, ought to feel as l.jafaitiof trade and bufinefs on 
the prefent occafion, and' to do his utmoft to obtain, relief 
for his conftituents.. He rofe for that purpofe, and ihould 
certainly vote for the' motion. 

Mr. BariHg faid, he had the curioCty to examine his own Mr.Barfii|i 
books, and to fee how many recepts he gave in thecourfe of 
a year, and he found them to amount to upwards of 12,000, 
the coft of ilamps for which would be 450L He faid, he 
could not eaiily difle£t that fum {o as to come at the pre* 
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-cifc portion of it that fell on himfelf, bat he had examined 
it fo far as to difcover that not a fiftieth part of it fell upoa . 
himfelf; the reft was fpread and diflctninated in trifling 
^ amounts among an infinite number of different perfons. 
Mr. Baring fpoke highly of tjie tax, as an eafy and ex- 
, .cellent imports ^ 

Capt. John Captain John Luttrell faid, he had received a letter from 

Xutcrell. his conftituents, on the fubjeS under difcuffion, and as it 
contained fentiments entirely different from thofe which the 
Houfe had that-day heard from moft of the gentlemen who 
had fpoken upon the prefent motion, he wpuld read it as a 
part of his fpeech. Mr. Luttrell then read a lejtter from 
Stoekbridge; giving an account of an application 'hav?ng 
been made to the corporation of that borough by Alderman 
Saunderfon. to defire they would inftruift their r^prefenta- 
. ' ' tives to endeavour to obtain a repeal of the receipt-tax a£l, 
and annexing a copy of the anfwer tranfmitted to the Alder- 
man by the Mayor and Aldermen of Stockbridgc. The an- 
fwer was a very fenfible compofition ; '\t ftated that the bo- 
rough of Stockbridge had fent its reprefentatives to Parlia- 
ment unf(&ttered'by infiruftions of any kind, becaufe the 
ele£lors were fatisfied that their reprefentatives vrould do 
their duty, and aft for \ht good of the nation' ; and becaufe 
at the fame time the ele6lors were confcious that their repre- 
fentatives muft be much more competent to judge what was 
right for them to do in Parliament than they could pretend 
to be. With regard to the receipt tax, the corporation of 
Stockbridge declared they confidered it as a light and eaft" 
tax, far preferable tp an increafe of the duties on cul- 
toms and excife, and by no means to be complained of. 
Having read the letter, Mr. Luttrell faid he would add 
nothing to ity but a declaration, that he for one ihould op ; 
po^fe the motion. 

Mr.Pcic. Mr. Fox faid, he did not mean to take up a deal of the 
time of the Houfe upon a fubje<^ that had beisn at difierent 
times fo fully difcuffed within thefe walls ; he rofe to exprefs 

' his fatisfaiSlion at what had fallen from the right honourable 

gentleman at the head of tjie Exchequer, and to point out to 
the Houfe, the extreme abfurdity, as well as the infinite in- 
' convenience, that it was obvious muft arife, if members, on 

every occafion, without confulting their own judgement at 
all, paid obedience to their conftituents. It was plain, from 
what had pafled that day, that as every, tax would be found 
• irkfome to fpme defcription of people or other, memberg 
would conft:9ntly be inftjru6ted to oppofe every tax that could 

bt 
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he propofed. The confequence wpuld be. if the oppofi^ion 
prevailed, the new tax of one year would be forced to bp re- 
pealed the next, and fo on aJ infinitunty by which means the 
finances of the country muft be totally ruined, and we could 
have no hope of recovering ourfelves/ He was happy, thereT- . 
fore, to fee. the right honourable gentleman ftand up and 
oppofe this attempt to obtain a repeal of the receipt tax; and 
he could not fufficiently applaud the very great candQur of 
the right honourable gentleman in his admiffion, that the 
tax on receipts, liHe, every. other new tax, was liable to no 
other imperfedlions, thah fuch as were, and muft naturally 
be, infeparable from all experiments. A better tax, a tax 
morejuft, and lefs oppreffive, he, in his confcience, believed 
had never been propofed. That it would become more and 
more produ<Slive he alfo verily believed, and he had as little 
doubt but its popul^ity wpuld daily increafe. That it had • 

been exceedingly unpopular was certainly the fa6b, and that 
thofe who projefted it bad fuflfered for it, he well knew ; 
for upon his canvafs, he found a great number of thofe 
whom he could not help calling his confiituents, extremely 
averfe to it, and firmly of opinion, that it was a bad and op- 
preffive tax. Their prejudices, however, he had no doubt 
would wear away; for the fadk was, that while the tax was not 
paid^ it was pretty generally affe£ied to be clamoured againft, 
and was deemed unpopular ; whereas the inftant fuch regula- 
tions were made as enforced the payment of the tax, It became 
lefs^npopular.' Mr. Fox declared, that if Mr. Pitt had ex- 
preued an intention to confent to the repeal of the tax, highly 
^s he approved of the tax, he (hould not have.oppofed its re* 
p6al, becaufe he fliould have fo much confidence in any perfon 
in bis high office, as to have taken it for granted, he would pot 
confent to repeal one tax, withou; having another to propofe, 
that would at lead prove equally produ<Stive. 

Sir Matthew IVhite Ridley fupported the motion, having Sir M?t. 
. been inflruaed fo to do by his conftitucnis. Sir Matthew nfT^'^** 
faid, he difliked the tax, on account of the punifhment it r ^* 
had drawn on the perfons who propofed it ; as fevere a pu« 
nifhnient; in his opinion, as could befall any gentleman, viz. 
the lofs of his ieac in Parliament. The Public alfo, though 
ianocent, ^txt x.vtzXtAzs 2, partieeps criminis^ and involved in 
jthe ponifhment, by being deprived of the fervice of as able 
and as upright a member of Parliament as ever fat within 
thoie wails^ for iuch he conceived it would l^e univerfally 
admitted the noble Lord in queftion was. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Alder- Mr, Aldermam Wat/oh faid, he had likewifc been inftruc- 
nanWhat- ^^j by his conftituents to endeavour to obtain a repeal of 
the receipt tax ; he rofe therefore to fupport the motion. 
The Alderman^ faid, whenever the clear decided fenfc of his 
conftituents could be collefted, he helcl himfelf bound to 
obey it, or if his own judgement would not permit him 'to do 
ioy to give thein an opportunity of chooiing another rcpre- 
fcntative. 
Mr- Couf- Mr. Ceurtenay rofe and faid, he wondered not at the com- 
tenay. plaints men in trade and bufinefs made agairift the receipt tax ; 
it was undoubtedly an infringement on their exclufive privi- 
leges. Gentlemen well knew that when any new tax was 
laid on the Public, the tradefmen, who dealt in the article 
itaxed, alvifays. made it the fource- of great advantage to 
themfelves, by laying a tax upon the tax j now the receipt 
tax happening, very unfortunately, to be fo conilituted> that 
no advantage whatever could be made of it by traders in 
general, and no more could be raifed on the Public than 
the prccife price of the ftamp for the receipt, it certainly 
was a great hardfhip, dnd a vdry ferlous grievance to men 
an trade and buiinefs ; he wondered" not therefore at the 
prefent endeavours to ^et it repealed. Another circumftance 
that marked the receipt tax, as particularly invidious and 
unfair, was the exemption of the poor from paying to it. 
' Why ftiould that diflindlion be naadc ? It was an invidiotis 
' •one, and he had no doubt it was from a' coniideration of ^is 
injuflice to the poor, that the opulent tradefmen were fo dc- 
^ firou« of having the tax repealed. ,Thefe two circumftances, 
he was perfuaded, occafioned that'diflike that prevailed i^inft 
the tax, and theHoufe had lb much juflice, th^t he flattered 
iiimfelf, they would feel the weight of fuch powerful ob- 
jections, and repeal the tax immediately. 
Mr.Thorn- Mr. Thcrn$cn faid, lie did not think the tajc:. fufficiently 
•^"* produftive to atone for the inconvenience it was attended 

with; if it were, he Ihould confidcr that as a reafon for 
continuing it; but as the cafe flood at prefent, he fhould vote 
rfor the motion. ' 

Mr.Miinef. Mr. Mtines declared, that propofing the receipt tax was 
not the principal caufc of Lord John. Cavendilh Ipfing his 
eleftion for the city of York, though he admitted it con- 
tributed to it. 
Sir idiKud . Sir EdiiarJ Jftley h\d, the tax ^as not complained of in 
Aftiv the county in which- he lived; on the contrary, every land- 
holder and farmer, &c« that he had talked with upon the 
fubjcft, highly approved of it-. 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, if the prineipal objefiion enter- Mr. Chan. 
tained againft the tax by his honourable frieqd near hiro, ^^^ *'****- 
(Mr. Thornton) arofc from its not being more produ£tive, 
that objeftion would be weakened every day^ as he had not 
the imalleft doubt but the produce of the tax would daily 
increafe. 

Mr.-Hidjffey faid, his fcntimcnts refpefting the receipt tax MrHuffey. 
were well known; but he could not help reniarking that there 
was a great deal of truth in what had been faid ironically by 
the honourable gentleman above him, that the tax wasrdifliked 
becaufe the poor were exempt from the payment of i{« He 
really believed, much of the objeftion to it arofe froVi that 
very circumftance. With regard to what an honourable 
gentleman faid of the confumer's paying it twenty-fold, that 
muft be a miftake, the receipt itfelf bore the amount of its 
coft upon the face of it, and no perfon could pay more than 
the price fixed by the aft of Parliament. The principle of. 
the tax Mr. Huffey declared to be an excellent one. , He ^ 
had on a former occafion propofed an amendment to it, 
which had been adopted, and which he underftood had a very 
good efFeft, adding confiderabfy to its produce. The fum it 
was likely to bring in upon the whole was, he had been told, 
infinitely larger than it had been given for ; it amounted, as 
he had heard, to five hundred thoufand pounds a year, whicti 
was a clear gain to the Public of two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand- pounds. This, certainly, circumftanced as the country 
was, muft be deemed a very beneficial aid to the revenue, and 
ought not to be parted with lightly ; but^ neverthelefs, had 1 

the right honourable gentleman at the head of the Ex'- 
chequer fignified an intention to repeal the tax, he fhould > 

have had his fupport, and that becaufe hefhould have taken it 
for granted, that he had fome other tax to propofe that he 
was fatisfied wo\ild prove equally produftive, and be lefs ob- 
jectionable. Mr. HulTey faid farther, that if any fuch tax 
Ihoul^ hereafter fuggeft itfelf to the right honourable gentle- 
man, he hoped the receipt tax would be repealed. He 
thought it ought^ becaufe let bim approve the principle of a 
tax ever fo highly, if that tax was found to irritate tiie Peo^ 
pie, and they complained pf it, in his mind, that was a very * 

good reafon, and a fufficient one for repealing it. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe toexplain. He conceived, that Mr Chan- 
when J:he honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, talked of ceiior Pittl 
the produce of 500,0001. a year, he meant the produce of 
all the ftamp duties of the laft year. Certainly the receipt 
tfix alone had not yet produced in any thing like the propor- 
tion 
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tion of that fum. The utmoft that had been received in 
any one week, for the receipt tax, appeared, from papers 
which he had in his hand, to have been iaool. in town. He 
repeated it, that the whole produce, at the principal office 
in London,, fince the 24th of March laft, had been about 
i2,oopl.. and he rated ttt^ country produce to be half that 
of London ; fo that at prefent the whole produce he took 
to be better than after the rate of ioo,oool. a year, and, as 
he had before faid» he had no doubt of its increafe. 
TMr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Newnham took notice of its having been 
Ncwnham., faid in the debate, that the great landholders -did not'com- 
plain of the tax. He declared he (faouid have wondered if 
they had, becaufe the tax wa's not felt by them : the com- 
plaints* againft it came from men in trade, upon whom it 
bore hard, while it did not afFeft the rich gentlemen. 
Mr«A)d. Mrl Alderman S/Jwir/^^tf denied the faft, that the poor 
5awbridg^ did not contribute to the tax. He faid, though the poor 
were exempt from the payment of the receipt tax in the 
*' firft inftance, by all receipts for lefs than forty Ihillings 

being exempted from ftamp dufy, yet the tradefmen, who 
^aid the tax, niuft neceflaril/ exonerate, themfelves, and 
eonfequently they laid it up6n the commodities tl^ey de^t 
in, which the poor bought as well as the rich. 
At length the queftion was put ; 

Ayes, - - - - - 29 
Noes, • ." • " " ^'^ 

Majority, - - - - 89 

Mr. ctin- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the pi-eparation of what 

cdkNrPitt. he intended to propofe on the fubje£k of the tea duties to 

the Houfe, had taken more time than he had originally 

hoped -, but his anxiety to avoid bringing any thing crude 

and imperfeft before the Houfe would, he trufted, be a fufc 

ficient apology, ^n the meafure intended to be taken re« 

fpe£\ing the tea duties, it was difficult to obtain information 

whicl^'did not in every refpedl leave an uncertainty that he 

was anxious to remove. He would, however, endeavour 

to bring the matter forwards on Monday. 

lir. Eden. Mr. Ecien begged leave to make a few remarks on what 

had now dropped from the right honourable gentleman. 

Nothing but an unwillingnefs to feem to cavil at plans 

which he had had fome little fliare in originating, prevent* 

cd his taking notice fome^days ago, when the right honou« 

^ raj)le gentleman firft gave notice of his intended bill, that 

many 
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many eflential confiderations feemed to be omitted* He 
had always thought that it would be a moft imperfeft fyftcm 
to attempt.a forcible extirpation of fmuggling, without lef^^ 
fening the temptation at the fame time ; the clandeftine 
trade iii teas was the great fupport of this evil, which now 
feemed to be deftroying ,the very vitals of the revenue^ and 
it \ as at the* fame time 2I fupport to the foreign ^ompaniesy 
in their competition with our Eaft-India Company* For 
this reafon, the fate Committee on the (ubjefk in queftion 
had given a particular attention to the redudiipn of the tea^ 
duties. ..That Cpmmittee had combined fuch a redu£lion, 
with the hope of. thereby a)fo opening extenfive megns bf 
honeft employment to. an able and aftive fet of' men, who, 
though now engaged in fm^iggling, would be an ufeful ac- 
ceifion to increafed fleets of Eaft-India fhips, if the China 
trade coiild be increafed. He hoped alfo, that the intended 
meafure would be accompanied with a general indemnity 
and complete pstrdon for all paft offences committed by the 
fmugglers. He wou^d' only add farther,, that the whole 
would be incomplete, unlefs a full explanation could be ob- 
tained with Ireland : the report i;i queftion ftatcd repeatedly . < 
and earneftly, that fuch an. explanation was neceiTary. He ^ 
had taken occaiion, during the three laft feffions, to repeat' ' 
an earneft hope of a full difcuffion between the two king- ' 

doms, and final fettlement of all the important queftions 
relative td their refpeftive revenues and commerce, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, thaf he hoped gentlemeri, in Mr. Ghin- 
their readinefs to give counfel, would not fuggeft difficul-'""®' ***"• 
' ties. As to the reduction of the tea, duties, he certainly 
had alluded to it when he originally opened the prefent 
meafures ; and a reduftion of this and otfier duties had ' 
long ago been recommended by a noble friend near him 
(Lord Mahon.) He was now happy to forefee that fuch an 
idea was likely to find, more advocates from the labours of 
the right l|onouiable gentleman and of the late Committee. 

Sir Edward JJiley laid, ' that when a reduftion of duties JSti" EdwirA 
had originaJly, fome years ago, been mentioned by the no- ^^^^J* 
ble Lord, it had been fcouted by thTe noble JLord in the blue 
ribband and his friends. - •' 

Mr. Dempjler faid, that he thanked the Chancellof-of the Mr. X>tmf^ 
Exchequer oft bringing forward this bufinefs with all dufe ex- ^^^ 
pcditiori 5 but he concurred with his right honourable fridnd 
in a wl£h to fee fome plan of good underftanding^ on reve- * 

Que and commerce with Ireland. AU agcauncs &ewed that 

Vol. XV. G g kingdom 



Digitized by 



Google 



a26 PARLIAMENTARY A . 1 784. 

kingdom to be dillatisfied ; be fincerely wiihed tbat parlia- 
nicntary commiirioners could be named in. the courfe evett 
of the prefent felRon. 

A' petition of the proprietors of landed eft.ites in His Ma- 
> jelly's fugar cblonies, and of the merchants of London tra- 

ding thereto, and other perfons interefted therein, whole 
* nanies are thereunto fuhfcribed, on behalf of themfelves and 
others, was prefented to the HOufe, an^ read ; fetting forth, 
that the' petitioners, or their anceftors, have invefted their 
fortunes in the fettiement, cultivation, and commerce of the 
faid colonies, to, the extent, upon the moft moderate compu- 
tation, of more than 50,000,000!. ftorling, whereby the faid 
colonies, and the commerce thereon dependent, have become 
the moil confiderahfe fource of navigation and national wealth 
which Great Britain pofleffes out ot the limits of the mother 
country ; and that, whilft the faid colonies, as well diredlly 
;is through the medium of other dependent branches. of trade, 
afford a market for Britiih manufa£lures to a. very great 
, amount, and conflant employment for more than 100,000 
tons of fhipping, in the dire6l intercourfe between Great 
Britain and the fuid colonies, the clear income of the eftates 
• in theJaid colonies, after defraying the expences of thofe who 
' * are nep'effai-ily refident there, is almoft entirely fpeht in the 

mother country ; vyherefore the petitioners conceive, that no 
part of the national property can be more beneficially em- 
/ ' ployed for the Public than, theirs, nor any interefls better en- 
titled to the protedliori of the Legiflature ; and that the dif- 
afters and expences of the late war, coinciding with many 
natural calamities, and with the effe6l of the heavy increafe 
of duties irapofed upon the ftaple articles of their produce, 
,^ have reduced the petitioners to great diflrefs and difficulty, 

and endanger their ability, without relief from Parliament, 
to carry , on the cultivation of the faid iflands, which failing, 
the navigation, and all the other fubbrdinate interefts dnd ad- 
vantages dependent on the cultivation, muft fail with it ; and 
, that the faid fugar colonies cannot produce any qv\antity of 
provifjons at all adequate to their wants, without mifapplying 
thereto that culture which the public good requires to be ap- 
* propriated to thofe articles of commerce which t-lwt climate 
, ^. alone produces ; and that Barbadoes and the Leeward lilands 
do not afford any fupply of lumber whatever ; and that the 
faid fugar colonies never have be6n, and, to the perfect con- 
vift.on of the petitioners, never can be, fupplied, fo as ilea* 
dily to fupport the culture thereof^ with lumber and provi- 
•fions from any other countries but thofe which form the 

United 
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United States of America, feeine that the gulph and river cf^ 
St. Lawrence are froze up half the y^ar, and that the opeo 
half includes the hurricane months in the' Weft Indies j ;:^nd ■ 
that the want of inhabitants, and the rigour of the climate, 
as well in Nova Scotia as tn' Canada, fruftrate all jufl; expec^ 
tation of thofe colonics becoming fpeedily, if ever, 'produc- 
tive, to any confidefable degree, ofnhofe articles of which 
the Weft Indies ftand in need ; and that the faid fugar colo* 
nies never have paid, and, to the f<erfe£l conviAion of the 
petitioners, never can pay, for fuch lumber and provifions, 
but by that part of their produce which, being fuperfluous 
to Great Britain, has neVer found a market therein, confift- 
ing chiefly of rum,. of which the dominions now forn>ing the ^ 
Unlted^States ufed, in time of peace, to confume a greater 
quantity than Great Britain and Jreland did, even before, this , 
confumption in Great Britain was dlfcouraged by the heavy 
duties impofed thereon, to. the equal deuinient of the Reve- 
nue and of the interefts o^'thc petitioners; and, this fuper- 
, fluQus produce, if not confvlrn.ed in Great Britain, or the do- 
minions of the United States, muft be loft, feeing that the 
confymption of the additional inhabitants which Canada and" 
Nova Scotia may accjuire, can amount but to a mere trifle ; 
thus the value of the fuppHes, which this fuperfluous produce - 
ought to pay for, would become a drain of fo much cafti from 
the mother country as muft, in payment for fuch lumber and 
provifions, be drawn out of what would, other wife reft in 
Great Britain, of the value of the remaining produce of the 
fugar colonies fold there, and which would be paid, through 
the medium of America, to the French, and, other foreign 

. fugar colonics, for fuppUes fimilar to that which we ftiould 
thus, in the firft inflance, throw away; and that the inter-/. 
courfe naturally arifing out of thefe miitbal wants of His Ma*-v 
jefty's fugar colonies and the dominions now forming the 
United States of .^merica, was, in time of peace, chiefly car- 
ried on by American fliipping, of which a large proportion n 
coniifted of floops, fqhooners, and other fmall veflTels, adapt- ~ 
cd to the cheap conveyance of bulky commodities for a Ihort 
navigation, and not at all fit for, or employed in, th& con- 
veyance of fugar from the Weft IndieSvto Euirope, but which 
took back the returns for their own cargoes in the fuperfluous 

- produce before mentioned ; and that, although the direft in- 
tercourfe with Americain American fliips is, by His Majefty's \ 
proclamation, freely permitted to the petitioners' fellow fub* 
jefls, not qnly in Great Britain but in Ireland, it is withhefd 
from the petitioners, tf> whom, of all His Majefty's fubjefts, 

G g 2 , it 
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it is the inoft eflential ; and, the faid intcrcourfe ft^nds re- 
' ftrained to Brilifh-buik Ihips, by virhich, if the trade were to 

be carried on, they muft generally proceed from Great Bri^ 
tain to America in ballaft,, at a ruinous expence, and greatly 
enhance to the confumer the price of thofe commodities which 
form the (pundation of ail his culture, an4 which the peti- ^ 
tioners fubmit that every principle of commercial policy 
coincides in requiring to be conveyed to his hand at»the 
cbeapeft rat^ poflible; and that additional duties upon the 
confumption of the faid fuperfiuous produce of His Majefty's 
jfugar colonies in the Americafi dominions, and on Britifh ftiips 
trading thither, have heen impofed upon the exprefs ground 
of Great Britain prohibiting that intercourfe by American 
yeflels, which the French fugar colonies not only admit, but, 
with true policy, invite,^ wh6reby a preference, moft dange- 
^ ^ rous to our eflfential fnterefts, is, given to the foreign fugar 
cplonies in the demand for thdfe coi!nmo(}ities which there is 
no natural obftacle to their fupplyingas well .as we can, al- 
. though their regulations had hitherto preventecj it ; and that, 
^ under all thefe circumftances, the petitioners are impelled, by 
every public as well as private duty, with all humility, but 
in the moft explicit term*, to inform tfie'^Houfe, that if, by 
means. of this prohibition, the Britifh fugar colonies are de- 
'^ prived of a market for that part of their produce which is fu- 
perfiuous to Great Britain and Ireland, and loaded with the 
. additional expence of procuring lumber and provifions, above 
fiated, which feemsthe inevitable confequence of perfevering 
therein, the cultivation of feveral of the faid fugai* colbni^ 
cannot be carried on at all, nor- ;iny of them to advantage;' 
for which reafons the petitioners are conVinced, and fubmit 
to the Houfe, that, far from being favourable to, Britifh navi- 
gation, the prohibition in queftion is big witli deftru£tion to 
one of its principal fources, and, if it ihould be perfifled in» 
Hi^ Ma^jefty's fugar colpnies mgil, in the natural courfe of 
things, fink, together with the navigation, revenues, atid all 
the complicated public interns thereon .dependent, in one 
common ruin with the private fortunes of the petitioners ; 9|id 
therefore praying, that the Houfe will take the premifes into 
confideration, and give fuch relief therein as to them fhall 
feem meet. 
- Ordered, that the faid petition do lie upon the table. 

June 21. 

In the cafe of the writ for Invernefs, &c. the matter of 
the delay being explained'^to the fktisfaftion of the Houfcj 
the return was admitted. 
•^ ^ 'Mr. 
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Mr. Pfl}itbread complained, to the Houfe of the pra£ltice ©f Mr. whit- 
many jyerfons in trade, by whom the tax on receipts was ^'•**« 
wholly evaded, while others, who were willingxto obey the 
laws religioufly, paid the duty on receipts. He then ]beld m 
his hand a papev, which he had received froi?) a friend, that 
was fubllantially intended for a receipt, though in j>oint of 
form it might perhaps not be thought one t the form of it "was 
this — '* Memorandum. — So mtich paid on fuch a day^ on 
" Account of Mr. — r-. Witnefs, ****." Now, for his \ . 

part, he thought himfelf very much aggrieved by this prac-i 
tice, becaufe, while he faithfully paid the tax, it v&as evaded 
by his neighbours. He faid he would not mention the names 
of thofe in whofe houfe this memorandum was given ; it wzi 
enough for him to fay it was a houfe,. which was geh:erally 
uhderftood to clear little /hort, of 50,0001. a year. This 

Sradlice, fo far from being confined to that houfe, he under- 
ood to be pretty general, arid to be followed in moft of the 
great houfes in London. The Chancellor of the Exchequei* 
,had ftated the tax to be fo far -improved, as to produce 
I20,oool. a year ; but furely if the praftice of paying the tax 
was as. general as was that of evading it, it would not be too 
much to fay, that it would produce a million fterling a year. 
He faid he thought it his duty to throw out thefe obferva- 
tions, that thofe whofe duty it more particularly was to 
watch over the evafions of the law, might turn their atten- 
tion to fuch as were openly, and in the face of day,^ pra£lifed 
with refpedl to the receipt tax. ^ 

Mr. Hufpy thought the honourable mi^mber had done his Mr.H«flkv. 
duty in throwing out thefe obfervations to the Houfe : he 
wiified at the fame time that fome of the crown lawyers 
would inform the Houfe whether, in point of law, fuch a 
memorandum as the honourable member had ftated could be 
confidered as :r receipt within tha ad. 

• The^ jAtorney General (M^r. Arden) joined in commending flit Attor- 
the honourable member for what he had communicated to the ncy General 
Houfe. As to the. memorandum that had been alluded to, ^ 
( and which the honourable member bad laid before him, he 
would take time to confider it ; and if he fhould be of opi« 
n'lon that it was a receipt within the ftatute, he ihpuld cer- v 
tainly profecute the perfon who had given it. --t- Here the bu- 
finefs refted. 

N The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee, to take into ^ v/ 
confideration the report from the Committee on Smuggling, 
Mr^ Gilbert in the chair. ^ 

Mr, 



Digitized by 



Google 



,230 -PARLIAMENTARY A, 1784. 

M:r. ch^r. Mr* Chancelibr Pitt then rofe. He obferved that the illicit 
iorPitt. jj-^^jg Qf ^j^jg kingdom had of lat<i years been carried to an 
amafihg height, and very alarming to the reveiiue in many of 
its. branches, but more particularly in the article of tea ; this 
: ^ was faid to be the fiaple of fmuggling; for though the trade 
extended' to a variety of articles, yet tea was fo puch the 
ufual material, tliajt if any means could be devifed to prevf^rit^ 
the fmuggling of. tea, the otTier and .lefler branches would 
hardly give importance to the practice,'' efpecially after the 
regulations which were now projedling. That tea was the 
ftaple of fmuggling would appear very ftrikingly Irom this cir- 
cumflance, that though no more than 5,500,0001b. weight of 
' ^ tea were fold annually by the Eaft-India Conipany, It appeared 
from good authority,' that there were confumed annually in 
this kingdom from 12 to i.3,ooo,ooolb. fo that the'' illicit 
' tr^de in this article was more than double the legal trade. 
To meet this evil, and remove it, it had ftruck the Corn- 
niittee, that the beft poffible plan for that purpofe was to 
lower the duty on tea to fuch a degree, as to take away from 
the fmuggler the temptation to carry on an illegal trade : this 
idea met his hearty, approbation ; but asjthe revenue could not 
afford a diminution at prefent, it would be neceflary to pro- 
pofe a new tax, as a fubftitute, in order to raife as much 
money, as Would be loft by the lowering of the duty on tea. 
The amount of the tea iit prefent was be?ween 7 and 8oo,oool. 
/ it was Ihis intenuon. not to raife upon tea in foture above 
169,0001. fo that there would be a falling off of at leaft 

J 600^0001. per annum. His reafon for lowering the duty at ail, 

was, that he might take away the temptation to fmuggling, 
by diminifhing the profits of it; but there was;io occafion, 
in order to effedl' this purpofe, to take oiF the whole of the 
duty: the nature of the illicit trade was pretty well under- 
ftood I the market-price of tea in the foreign markets was well 
known : it was well known alfo, that the pric^ of infu ranee, 
in fo hazardous a trade, and the freight, were about ^5!. per 
, cent, tothefliore; that the infurance for the inland carriage 
' on it in this kingdom was about lol. percent more; and the 
profit upon -the whol6 he would not, reckon at more than five 
per cent, becaufe the voyage from the continent to England 
might be vei*y often repeated in the courfe of the year, fo that 
the 5I. per cent, might, upon the yvhole of the fmuggjer's capi- 
tal, be reckoned in ,lhe end at 40I. per cent, per ann. From 
' the expences attending the fea ^nd inland infurances, freight 
and proifit^ it was clear that the fmuggler muft fell at 40I. per 
(rent, above the prime coft. Now his plan was to take off all 

the 
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the excife duty on tea, an4 impofe a cuAom duty of lal, los. 

on Bohea tea ; this, he apprehended, would ruin the Smuggling * 

trade iij that article ; on the finer kind of teas he would lay 

higher duties ; 15I. per cent, on Souchong, &c. ; 2oh on 

Singlo 3nd Hyfon, and 30I., on XDongo, The quantity of 

tea legally imported into this kingdom, appeared from the 

Company's fales ; the quantity fold for exportation at Canton 

in China was eafily afceftained ; the confumption of the di£- 

ferent countries on the continent was pretty well known,^ 

which deduced from the quantity fold at Canton, it was evi- * 

dent that the reft mwft be brought into England, and from 'this 

calculation he eltimated the home confumption at 13,000,000 ' 

of pounds. There was another way of eftimating it. He 

^ reckoned the people 0/ England to be in number 6^ooo,oooj 
in which calculation he knew he was'confiderably under the 
mark; of thefe, about 2)000,000 would, according to, his 
plan, be relieved frorti the payment of the prefent duty pn tea, 
without being obliged to contribute a farthing towards the tax 
which he fliould propofe as a fubftitution : the other four 
millions ^he calculated, woulc^, one with another, confume 
31b. of tea each in the year ; for each pound of which they 1 

pay at prefent, on an average, 2S. yd. duty : the duty, or the 
principal part of it, bfeing taken off, they could, afford to pay 
to a fubftitiited tax, which he propofed to Vaife in this way : 
On every houfe with 7 windows, and which houfe was alfo 
rated to the houfe-tax, he intended to lay an additional tax of 
3s. and fo on charging 8s. for every houfe, of 8 windows, nine 
(hillings for thofe of 9 windows ; half a guinea, for thofe of 10, 
and fo on, adding half a crown for eagh window* up to 24 ; 
and ftill rifing up to 180 windows, for which 20I. per ann. 
fhould be paid oyer and above the duty at prefent paid on 
windows and houfes t this would produce above 700,000!. f6 
that with the new duty on tea, the produce would be near 
900,000!.. By this, phh the public reveniie would he confi- 
derably a gainer, and yet the people would have no reafon to 
complain of additional hurdens, as theyi would be favers by 
the plan. For inftance, a, houfe which fliould' be rated at 
los, 6d.. would have a number of inhabitants fufficient to 
confume 71b. of tea at 7s. per pound, which would come to 
il. 5s. rod. the whole of which being taken off, and, in lieu of 
it, a tax of los. 6d. being laid on, there would be a faving to 
the family by this new mode of 15s. 4d. In England, Scot-* 
land, and Wales, there were 682,077 houfes, which might be 
divided hito the following different claffes ; 

• ' Under 
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Under 7 windows each — - a8(l?,296 

From 8 to 10 ditto >— — ^^ 211,483 

1 1 ditto N . — — 3^»3^4 

12. to 13 — — , — 24,919 

14 to 19 — — — 67,652 

20 and upwards — — ' 52,652 

la Scotland — — — 1 . 17,734 

Of thcfe, about 200,000, as being excufcd'from the hovifc tax, 
would pay nothing to this new tax, and the inhabitants, bc- 
iog the poorer fort, would be delivered from the duty on tea. 
The great benefit then that would arife from this newreguf- 
'latiron, would be, in the firfl;- place, the checkings or rafher- 
' the abfolure ruin, 6f the fmuggling trade — » Aoqtherbenefit 
would be, that the fair trader would be relieved in a great 
meafure from the difagreeable vifiis of excife officers : the 
Eaft-lndia Company would alfo be benefited in an eminepj^ 
■ i degree, by having to fupply the whole kingdom witk^wi, 

when fmuggling Ihould he got under, inftcad of lefsjmnone 
half; or in other words, would find a vent for^ ^3^000,000 
of pounds of tea, inftead of 5,500,000 ; and two happy con* 
fequences would flow from this circumftance ; that the Com* 
pany would be enabled to take tWenty more large fliips into 
^ their fervice, and find employment for 2000 additional feamen, 
a cMfcumftance in itfelf of great national importance : a plan, 
therefore, which had all this to recopimend it, and which 
would increafe the public revenue, at the fame time that it 
made a faving to the Pct>plfe, would, he hoped, meet the ap- 
probation of the Houfe, and of the nation at large. He 
forefaw two obje&ions might be ftarted to the plan; one ^as, 
that the India Company having the market exclufively to 
themfelves, might avail themfelves of the monopoly to raife 
the prices of tea. To this objeiftion he anfwered, that lie did 
- nbt believe they would do fo, becaufe it would obvioufly be 
their iritereft not to do it ; for as'the fmugglers now carried 
on their trade agaihft the high duties, in this cafe they would 
carry it on againft the high prices, and that illicit trade would 
he reftored, which it was now the wifli of the Company to 
, reftrain and dcftroy. But not to truft to the difcretion of 
the Company, or leave the People at their mercy, he would 
propofe, that if ever the price of tea at ttic Company's falcs 
(hould exceed a given price, then the ports of the kingdom 
(hould be thrown open for the importation of tea from the 
continent. Another objeSion was, that where a perfoa 
might happen to have more houfes than one or two, it would 
* be 



Digitized by 



Google 



AI1784. /DEBATES.' ' " s^l 

be a hardfhip upon liim to make tfaem pay for tbem all ; la 
fttch a cafe^ he propofed that he ihould pay for two of themj 
and even then, he faid, the owner Would be a gainer by the 
plan. He concluded by moving, ** That the duties of cuftoms 
^ and excife payable on teas, do ceafe and determine/* 

Mr. Eden faid, that it furely was neither unmanly nor 
unbecoming %o f?el a jealoufy refpefting fair and honeft ' ' 
pretenfions to the public eftimation ; when, therefore, he 
and others had exercifed their utmoft induftiy, in dating 
and explaining to Parliament, in a printed Report, various 
meafures for the purpofe of introducing a new fyftem of 
taxation^ and particularly (ubmitted to confideration fome 
months ago, every circumftauc^ which the right honourable 
gentleman had now brought forward, it was unpleafant and . 

grating to him to be told this day, that the propofition wa9 
«* in a great degree npw." It was, however, a ftifficienC 
fatisfa£}:ion to him to make this remark, and having taken 
that fatisfadion, he would proceed to ailure the right ho^^^ 
nourable gentleman, in perfe£t and chearful cordiality, that^ | , . 
if the meafure in view, when brought/ into the Houfe, 
Ihould not appear more impracticable than it at (>cQfent ap- ' 
peared, he would gladly give it every afliftance ; and the 
right honourable gentleman mud prepare himfelf in fuch 
undertakings, to receive affiftaitcc from every quarter. For 
his mcafurcj though poffibly hot impra'£ticable^ was fuH • 
of difficulties, liable to create much public fermentation^ 
and certain to be the fubje£t of ^many long debates in 
that Houfe. . There was a merit above all praife in rifquing 
fuch an enterprize without abfolute neceffity, and in fuper« 
adding the propofed new tax to the various taxes which 
t few days muft bring 'forward -— A revolution ^v^^as to be 
fawde' in a fingle article of taxation, which at prefent pro-- 
diiced 700,0001. a year. The lofs was to be compenfated 
by a new tai, which would ^Wc(k the whole donieftic oeco* ^ 
«iomy of the kingdom : perhaps the change woqld^ be ad'v 
vantageous to every honed houfekeeper, but it was a fub- 

£'^€ton which, men's ' reafonings would much vary. The 
licit venders and purchafers of tea were well known to I^jc 
very numerous, otherwife the whole propofition would be 
idle — In (hort, it was. a meafure highly intereding to every 
clafs and ilejcription of mankind within. the King's domi« 
iiionsj and involving confiderations of revenue^ navigation^ ' 
and public credit. It feemed right too to apprize the ^ 
tight honourable gentlemai} of 9 matter which h^d efcaped 
Vol. XV. H ^ Wro^ 
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Uitii atid whichy jpjerbapsy Mras the onW iipppxtwt pqiatt9 
whibh be had not adverted r^ AU the ^reign compames ^ 
t ^rojpe had. ]:ecently imported large quasttities of tea 9 |t 
-was >jkrel\ knowii that they were now importing farth^^ 
quantities, and ta an imme^fe amount | in truth^ the fo» 
i:e^n companies i^ere now regularly applied to the abomi- . 
inable purpofe of fmuggling into Ei^laiid the fruits of all - • 
the rapine which was pra<Q:ifed i^ the £aft Indies. Under 
this accumulation of teas on the continent of Europe, thi^ 
right botK>urable gentleman mud prepare bimfelf for fomf 
tliiappQincment ; the continent produced but few confumerg 
of tea 'y and what could not be confumed, would be fmug- 
gled intp tbis country, eyen at the lowed priceSj^ and under 
o great lofs upon the prime coft. The ipi^erihg of our 
duties woi^ld not p^revent it, for it muft eitbe|: be fold t<l 
us, or thrown into the fea. Gentlemen, therefore, muft 
not flatter themfelves^ the experiment might be rigbt^ 
put it was gt a certain expence, ai^d with precarioui^ 
ipffc£i$. &^r^ Eden added his hope, that the bill, though a 
tax; bilj, a^d the fevera) papers on wh^cb it was gfounc}e4^ 
Would be printed (to which the Cha^ceH^r^^f the ]^che<^ 
feemed to affent.) He alfo fuggefted a wim,. that with re- 
tpefl to the houfes of the loweil clafl^^i, there could be 
feme mode propofed inftead of an additional tax on wm^ 
4ows, the effea of whidh. was ihocking to health and b% ^ 
iuanityy. as it induced the people to exclude the Ijgfat a&4 
^ir. As tQ the propofed plan pf admitting foreign, teas^ 
whenever the Company fliould raife their price above a 
certain (landard, he obferved that this would be a very in* 
competent Tec urityj for if the plan fhbuld fucceed, forejiga 
companies would ceafe to import teas in ajt]iy.qu«int}jty^that 
might enable them to refiil the monopoly of the Eaft -India 
* CoHipany— He recomniended, thereforci^ that a. plan {q 
^dvantagepus to the Company, and.fo expe^five to i^divi** 
duals, W^uld be made the fubjeck of a contrail,- undcx 
3;('hich the Company ihould be compelled to furnifh teas at 
|> ftipulated price.' 
Mr. Dcmp.^. JVtr* I)m^er £ai4j ^bire could only have happened .oti} 
***■• circumttance to ha^e made him approve of the plafijuft 

' </pened ^by the right honourable gentleman more highly tnaii 
be did, and that w^s, to have firft feen.a petition prefeaAei 
by the Eaft-India Company, praying that ikcb a plan might 
be adppted. Had that been the cafe, he was peiiuaaed 
^c Conipany woul4 have gladly coa^a>&e<i with the. Pub* 
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lie, and haVifc agreed to ferve them at the price ftated 
in the calciilation of the right honourable gentlemap. 

Mr. Baffiher Gafctyne made a few obfervations on wh^t Mr.QamVer 
Mr. Pitt had fuggefted — He pointed out the probability of G»fcoyi«^ 
perfo^s who lived in houfes^ with only eight or nine win- 
dows ftopping up' two or three, in order to come Vithin 
the tax impofcd on the houfe within a fmaller number; He 
ilfo fuggeftbd the fteceflity of fome regulation refpefiling the ; 

two IJniverfities, the Inns of Court, and the Royal hof- 
pitals^ in each of which, it was well known, confiderablc • 
quantities o^ tea were confumcd. 

Mr. Baring alked whether the drawback Was to be allow- ivfr.fiarinf. 
cd as heretofore upon teas exported ; becaufe, if that was 
not the cafe, the exportation of teas from Great Britain 
and Ireland, to Spain, Portugal^ &c. would be very con- 
fiderably affcdled, and foreigli exporters of teas would ht 
eiiiabled to underiel us.' _ 

Mr. Alderman Nrtvnham faid, he rofe to give the Chart* M'. Aidef^ 
ccllor of the Exchequer bis tribute qf applaufe for the plan ",^f *'**' 
he had that day propofed ; he begged, however^ to remind 
the right honourable gentleman,^ that there was in and about 
the n^etropolis, certain places where very large quantities 
df tea were eonfutned, much more thatt could be confumed 
in any private houfe, let it be ever fo large— -It would be nei- . 
ceflary, therefore, to make fome regulations' with refpcft to 
thofe places. Another matter that ftruck him v^as, the ^ 
faoufes of opulent farmers that paid no houfe duty j he faw ^ 
no reafOf^ why ijhis ihonld be, but if the het^ tax was to 
be governed by the houfe' duty it would certainly be the ^ . 
cafe. '^ ' - ■ ■' 

Mr. Chancellor Pttr rofe to explain -— ttfe faid all houfcs Mf. ciiaii- 
vrottld pay three fhilHng^ at the loweft rdte, and that this "UorPitt, 
tax was not to be governed by the houfe tax. With regard 
to what had been niientioned by the honourable magiftrate, 
of certain places neartowii where great quantities of tea 
were coiifumed, proper regulations refpefting them' would 
be put into th6 bill, either by additional licences to fell tea, 
or in fome other way^ Regulations would alfo be found in 
it^ applicable to the Inns of Court, and the other builditiga 
mentioned by another right honourable gentleman, with a 
variety of fubordinate.provifions'that he had omitted to 
take notice of in his former fpeech. In ^nfwer fb what had 
fallen froiA an honourable gentleman relative to drawbacksj 
he faid, 4rslwbackd \^ould be allowed a« tifual. 

tt h z Lord 
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U. MaW Lord Afahon took notice of what had been dropt by Mr* 
Eden refpefting the quantity of tea in the poiTeffion of the 
foreigii ^companies, and faid, that, however it might 9£k& 
the immediate fucc^fs of the meafure, it (hewed its impor- 
tapee and necefficy, aind proved his right honourable friend 
a£ted wifely, in endeavouring to'knock fmuggling on the head 
at one blow. [ At this moment his Lord(l>ip inadvertently 
bit Mr. Pitt, who fat dineftly beneath him, ablowonthd 
head, a ctrcumftance which caufed an immoderate fit of 
laughter.] , ' 

Uf. Chin-; Mr^ Chancellor Pitt faid, th^t the nobl^ Iiord had a pe« 
ceUorPitt. ^uliar right to fpeak on this fubjed, having originally 
fuggeAed the reduflion of duties as beneficial to the re-* 
venue. 
Mr. Eden. Mr. EJen faid it was true, the noble Lord had firfl fug- 
gefted the redudtion of duties, but it was fuch a reduflion 
as nd man wculd follow, in the' prefcnt ftate of the public 
• finances. The redudion now brought forwards, was a re- 
. du&ioh of high duties, accompanied and fupplied by a (ub* 
^iUtution of new duties ; the idea was not new in the me* 
mory of any man, but it had firft been patronized by the 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer (Lord J. Cavendifh) un« 
^ ,der whofe aufpices the late Revenue Committee had begun 
their enquiry* 
Mr. Chan. Mf. Chancellor P/// replied, that a mere reda£kion of du- 
ccUor Pitt, tjcg ^j^g not quite fo incompatible with the flate of the re- 
venue as the right honourable gentleman fuppofed, for his 
late noble predeceifor had tried it in two inftances with great 
fujccefs, efpccially in the coffee duties. 
Mr. Sherl* Mr. Sheridan faid, the credit of this plan was neither due 
4«ii. to the noble Lord nor the right honourable gentleman, as he 

muft well know himfelf, becaufe he Could not be ignorant, 
that Lord John Cavendifh had it in his intention to do the 
.very fame thing; nay, had the right honourable gentleman . 
[ aiked Tor them, he would have given him two bills ready 
drawn upon the fubjed. Mr^ Sheridan fafj^ farther, that it 
was not ingenuous in the rigl^t honouraUe gentleman to 
affume a noierit which he mufl know did not belong to him, 
iince he might have found traces of the bills alluded to-in 
office. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt perfifted in it that Lord Mahon ought 
cdtor Pitt. x,o have the credit of having firft nxentioned, and meritori« 
oufly contended for the principle of raifing the revenue, by 
lowering the duties of cuftoms and excile^ at a time whea ' 

fuch 
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fiich a fuggeiftion was not remarkably well received -^ Mr. 
Pitt aduiovrledged^ that he had heard tha( tKe laft Admiiu^ 
firatioB had ideas in fome degree correfpoodent to thofe he 
bad that day had the honoor to communicate to the Com* 
^ mittee; hot he declared, it was not till on Saturday laft that 
he had heard it; and then from a gentlems^n, who faid, he 
^ bad delivered two papers upon the fubjeft to a former Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, while in office, but that he had 
found it- abfolutely impoffible to get thofe papers back 
again. 

. Mr. Sberide^n, in reply, faid, it was evident the papers he Mr, skeri^ 
' aUttded to, and which certainly bad been delivered to him, ^^^^ 
were of no very material importance, fince the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had not only never aiked for them, 
but had, been able to do fo extremely well without them. , . > 

Sir Piter Burrell aflced if gentlemen were to pay equally Sir Pet«t 
for, their houfe in town and their houfe in the country ? be- fi»'»«^« 
caufe as theii* family could not live in both at one and the 
fame time, he thought it an oppreiGbn to make then;! pay a 
double compofition for the duties on tea. 

, Mr. Chancellor Bitt in anfwer, put an extreme cafe— > Mr. c\m^ 
iSap^ofing a perfon had a houfe with 180 windows in it in "**®'''*"» 
the country, and a'houfe with forty windows in town, he 
would pay twenty poinds new tax for the former,, and feven 
pounds for the latter, and taking his confumption of tea at 
fifty per(bns in his family, he would fave exaAly "forjty* 
Teven pounds, out of which he could furely afford to pay 
twenty-fcven. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, to take an extreme cafe was not a fair Mr. Sbcri- 
way of anfwering the honourable Baronet's queftion. ***"• 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then put another cafe, of a more mo-. Mr. Chan- 
derate fort, and ftatcd, that there would be a faving even " ^ 
upon that. - . 

Mr. HuJJiy faid, if the plan could be carried into cffeft Mr. Huflcf. 
be would be glad, and would give it his fupport; but he 
could not go with the right honourable gentleman in all his 
calculations* * , . - 

Mr. Sheridan aiked, if the tax was naeant to be com*- Mr. Sheri* 
pulfory ? ' ^*''' 

Mr.. Chancellor Pitt immediately anfwered. Undoubtedly Mr. Chan- 

it was. . ^ ] ^cellorPitfc. 

Mr. Dempjier was defirous of, having it laid partly upon Mr. Dcntp- 
' windows, and partly upon houfes. Mr. Dempftcj: ftatcd, ^^^ 
that in Holland every tax was opcionaL the tea tax i^fpeci- 



Digitized by VjOOQ^C 



alty, each family taking otrt a lictfnclk ta dribk teja; aind if 
convi£led of drinking it wichottt having taken out foch li- 
cence, they were liable to a very fevcfe penalty, 
'tfr. Jealdn Mr. Jenki nfoH zdmitttd the h& to be as the honourabld 
i*a» ^ gentleman had ftatcd it| and agreed, that in Holland^ the 
tates were optional, but he faid that plan had never fuoreeded 
her^. The plate tax was of that fpccies, and every gentle^ 
man knew it produced fuch a mere trifle, that it was re«* 
pealtd as a profitlefs tax. Mr. Jenkinfoh (aid, the V/indovr 
tax was one of the moft accurate we had, and the houfe tax 
oric of the choft inaccurate ; to alter the new tax, therefore, 
as the honourable gentleman had propoifed, would be to 
abandon a certainty for an uncertainty. ' 

Some farther converfation then took place between Mn 

Chancellor Pitt, Mr. Rolle, Lord, Mahon^ Lord Sorrey^ 

Mr. Sheridan, &c. i 

Ut. Chan* Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, and it was refolved, T.hat 

ccUor Pitt, a duty of twelve pounds ten (hillings per centum^ advulsrem^ 

' be paid upon the imporution 6i all Bofaea tea into Great 

Britain. * 

Refolved, That a duty of twenty -five pounds pit centum^ 
ad voiorem, be paid upon the importation of all Souchong and 
Pekoe tea into Great Britain^ ' 

Refolved, That a duty of thirty^ pounds per cemum^ ai 
vdwetn^ be paid ^pon the importation of all Singlo tea into 
Greatt Britain. 

Refolved, That a duty of fifteen -pounds pet centum^ ^ 
wloreniy be paid upon the importation of all Hyfon tea iot^ 
Great Britain, 

Refolved, That a duty of forty pounds per eektum^ ad va^ 
lortntf be paid upon the importation of alji Congou tea into 
Gfeat Britain* ' 

Refolved, That for and upon every dwelling houfe, in* 

habited, which now is, or hereafter (f>atl be ere£^ed withia 

^ the kingdom of Great Britain, having lefs than f^ven wia^ 

dows or lights, and Which is> now fubj^ to the duty of 

three (hillings, there fhall be charged ^e additional y^rljr 

. fum of three (hillings. 

7 windows, the additional yearly fum of (ix (hilHiigs., 

8 windows, eight (hillings. 

9 windows, ten (hillings and fixpence. 
; • 10 windows, thirteen fliiHings. 

^11 windows, fifteen, (hillings and fixpence, 
12 windows^ eighteen fliillings. 

4 ^3 ^^ 



i 
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13 vtndow9, one pound one ihUKng* 

14 window^, one pound five {hillings. 

15 windows, one pound ten Oiilling^. ^ 

16 windows, (Ki^ ppund fifteen fliilliQgs, 

17 windows, tM(D pounds. 

1*8 windows, two pounds five fliUIingi. 

19 windows, two pounds ten {hillings. 

20 windows, two pounds fifteen {hillings, 

21 window^, three pounds, 

22 windows, three pounds five (hillings. 

23 windows, three pounds ten {hillings. 

24 windows, three pounds fifteen (hiUings. 

25 windows, or not more than 29, four pounds. 

30 windows, and nbt more than 34, four pounds tet» ^ 
ihiliings. ' 

35 windows, and not more than 39, five pounds. 

40 windows^ and not more than 44, five pounds tea 
fcillings. 

45 windiywa, and rsot more than 49, fix pounds. 

$o*wmdowsy and not, more than 54, fix pounds teioi 
fluJKngs, ' 

5; windows j ^ml xlot inore than 59, feven pounds. ^ 

60 wuidows, and not more than 164, feven pounds 
icnikiUings. >. ' 

'6j^ windewsy and not mor^ tbaa^' eight pounds.. . , 
' 70 . windows, and Jiot more than 74, eight pounds ten 
ibiOiflgft. i ! 

75 windows, .and not more than 79, nine pounds. 

80. windows, and. not more than 6^9 nine pounds ten 
fiiiliiags. ^ 

85 windows, andnpt mpte than 89, ;ten pounds^ 

i90"windows» and not more than 94, ten pounds^ tea ^ 

(biUjngs* '^ 

95 Iwindows, and not more than 99, eleven pounds. 
. roo windows, and not more than. 1099 twelve pounds* 
~ 1 10 windows, and not more than 1 19, thirteen pounds. 

tsto windows, and not more than .129, fourteen pounds. 

130 windows, and not more than 139, fifteen pounds. 

140 windows, and not more than 149, fixteen pounds. 
. 150 windows, and, not more than 459, feventeeQp(ounds« ^ , 

160 windows^ and not more dian 169, eighteen pounds. 

170 windo^y and.n0t more than 179, nmeteeiji pounds* . 

280 windows, and upwards,, twenty pounds* 

i , Ordered^ 
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Onleredy That a bill or bilU be, brought in, upon the 
faid refolutions ; and that Mr« Gilbert^ Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr, Duller, the Marquis of Graham," Mr. 
/ ' Edward- James Eliot, Mr. Aubrejr, Mr. Attorney General^ 

Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Steele^ and Mr. Roie^ do pre- 
pare and bring in the fame; 

Junf 2^. 

' Mr.lMen. Mr. J?ir«, US Chairqian of the Sele£k Committee ap- 
pointed to' examine ii>to the Reports of the Dire£t:ors of 
the Eaft-India Company, delivered a* Report on the ftate= 
ment prefented to the Houfe by the Directors of the Cojon- 
pany.. It was ordered to be printed. 

A ihort converfation took place relative to the purchafe 
of Sir Gregory Page-Turner^s houfe. 
Mr. Demp- Mr. Dempjier^ agreeable to his notice^ rofe to brine un- 
fter. der the confidetation oi the Houfe the fituation of this 

country in rdatioh to its finances, and, he faid, he would 
do it in as few words as poffible. In order to be concife» 
be /Would even run the rifque of being obfcure, as he 
hoped He ifeeded only to ftate wbat our condition really 
was, to incite the Houfe to proceed as foon as poffible te 
take fuch meafures for the national relief^ as to theij: Mirif. 
dom ihould appear proper. Our funded debt he ftated at 
i> two hundred and thirty millions ; and our unfunded idebt 

/ ht calculated would amount to thirty millions, without the 
bottom of the war expences being wound up, befides nine 
« millions navy bills, and other debts, that would make the 
whole amount to two hundred and ninety millions; the yea^rly 
intereft of which would take fourteen millions to difcharge : 
now our national eftate, including, malt and la|;id tax^ 
and the .whole pf the finking fund, amounted only to thir- 
teen millions two hundred* thoufaod pounds; fo that there 
' would remain eight hundred thoufand pounds to be pro- 
vided annually to make good the intereft. This was a vei^ 
ferious fituation, and fuch as muft give every friend to his 
country great pain to obferve^ but at the fame time it was 
highly neceflary that forne means or other fhould be fiig- 
gefted and taken, in order to extricate us from the difficul- 
ties in which our prefent circumftances involved us. One 
way of lightening our burdens certainly was, by reducing 
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our peace eftablifhment even lower than they ftood at the 
beginning of the war. To fuch a pofition he bad not the 
fmallcft ol;)jeftion ; but ftill fomething naore muft be done^ 
to give the country effeflual relief, which could only arife 
from paying off a part of the ^ national d^bt. He wifhed 
therefore to call the attention of the Houfe to that point, 
and to fliew them how jnuch might be done by the appli- 
cation of a fingle million yearly. According to a calcula- 
tion made by that accurate calculator, Dr. Price, it appear- 
ed, that by the laying bye of a million annually, and facred- 
ly and religioufly applying it to paying off a part of the na- , 
tional debt, provided the three per cents, were changed to 
four per cents, (which were niuch more eafily paid off than 
the three per cents.) two hundred and fixty-feven mil- 
lions might be paid off in fixty years; fo that His prefent 
Majefty, (if hisi life lafted to about the fame length ^hat 
many of his anceftors had lived to) would in his lifetime 
have the comfort of feeing his People relieved from all the 
burdens and expences brought upon them by the American 
war 5 and the Heir Apparent, whofe reign it was to be 
hoped would be a long one, would live to fee the whole of 
the debt cleared, Mr. Dempfter faid farther, that accord- 
ing to the calculations of Baron Mazeres, it appeared, that 
if the plan of laying bye a million a year, was adopted and 
purfued for twenty years, and the country was then under 
the neceflity of defifting from it, that thofe twenty millions, 
with the money provided to pay the intereft of that part of 
the national debt, that was paid off from time to time, 
appropriated to ' the fame purpofe, wo^ld in fifty-feven 
years difcharge the debt. Mr. Dempfter quoted the au- 
thority of Mr. Sinclair, in cprroboration of his argument, 
declaring, that Mr. Sinclair had very fenfibly and clearly 
fliewn in his book what might be done by putting iii prac- 
tice fuch a fcheme as he had mentioned — He faid farther, 
that in order to carry the plan into effedl, Commiffioners 
ought to be fpeedily appointed : he would not then move 
for fuch a Committee, bvit if no Minifter did in the courfe 
of the next fcffion, infignificant as he was, he would him- 
felf make fuch a motion— The Iboncr ft was done the bet- 
ter, and he believed it was in the power of the right ho- 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer to begin it even that 
year, for the Eaft-India Company already ftood indebted 
to the Public i million ; let that million therefore be taken 
a« a beginning, and let the fyft^m be i:egularly purfued — 
Vol. XV. I i Mr. , 
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Mr. Dcmpfter enlarged on the- neceflity for doing fome- 
thing, and declared every fyllablehe had faid proceeded fole- 
'ly from the fincere wilh he had to fee the country extricated 
from its difficulties — He had no other motive than to pre- 
pare the minds, of the Publix: to bear the heavy new taxes 

^ that he feared muft be impofed on them, by (hewing them 
that they were unavoidable, and that if fome plan was not 
immediately adopted for the diminifliing^.of the national 
debt, they could have'no hope of befng ever relieved from 
their burdens. He hoped, he faid, never to hear of a 

. fponge, as the only means of paying off the .national debt % 
every man in th<t country ought to take the laft {hilling out 
of his pocket, fooner than fufFer fnch a ftab ta the credit, 
and fuch a difgrace to the honour of Great Britain* Hav- 
ing faid, thus much, he would fpeak more immediately to a 
motion he meant to make before he fat down, and tfakt was^ 
a motion for a Committee to be appointed to enquire into 
the ftate of our fifberies, and our commerce; he wiihed alfo 

I that the Committee might have power to extend its inquiries 
to our navigation. At prefent commerce was heavily bur- 
dened, through the clogs put upon our navigation, parti- 
cularly in that part of the kingdom to which he more im- 
mediately belonged 5 there a veffel could fcarcely crofs a 
creek, without being put to as inuch expence and inconve* 
nience for papers to warrant her failing, as if flie was clear- 
ing out for a long and extenfive voyage abroad. Mr. Demp- 
fter pointed out the abfurdity of feveral of our cuftom-hbufe 
regulations, where, in refpe£): to many^ commodities, a 
ihipper who was about to fend a cargo coaftwife, was oblig-^ 
cd to fwear that he would not carry the cargo abroad, al- 
though if he had entered it for exportation, he would have 
bee^i entitled to a drawback on the fame identical commo- 
dity. In Scotland, however, the difficulties upon mer- 
chants and fhippers of goods were infinitely greater^ ^n 
confcquence of there not being at any of the Scotch cuftom 
houfes any tible of eftabliflied fees. Mr. Dempfter dif- 
cufled thefe points a good deal, and at length, after making 
ah apology for having taken up fo mtich of the. time of the 
Houie, concluded with a motion for the appointment of 
a Committee to enquire into the ftat^ of our fiftieries, na^ 
vigation and commerce. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he trufted the ftate of the coun- 
ccllor Pitt, try^ \j^ refpeft to its finance, was felt by them all, and felt by 
the country in general, fufficiently .to render it unneceffarjr 

.for 
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for him to fay any thing by way of ilrengthenlng the impref* 
lion ; neither did any thing the honourable gentleman had faid 
en that head require any very minute difcuffion at that mo- 
ment; He gave his hearty affent to the difinterefted motives 
claimed by the honourable gentleman for the condu£l he had 
held that day ; and he gave him likewife his hearty thanks for » 

the manner in which he had brought the fubje6^ forward. It 
was moft undoubtedly true, that, without finding a furplus* 
for the Sinking Fund, it would be impofBble for this country 
to look fdr relief; to the provifion of that furplus his views 
had been dire£ted from the firft moment that he was able to 
confider a question of finance ; and iince additional taxes 
muft unavoidably be laid on the Public, he truAed a general 
fpirit would be fhewn, and that the People were determined 
manfully to look their fituation in the face, and cheerfully to 
bear thofe burdens, heavy as they unfortunately were, which 
the exigency of affairs rendered -abfolutely unavoidable. 
There was one ailertion, however, made by the honourable 
gentleman, in which he could not concur, and that was, his 
aflertion that the whole of the Sinking Fund was abforbed : 
it was true that the deficiencies of late years had been ex- 
tremely large, and thofe deficiencies had been made good out 
.of the Sinking Fund; but the Sinking Fund itfelf had been 
gradually improving and increafing for many years. This he 
thought neceflary ta declare, left an idea might go abroad, 
that our Situation was worfe than it really was ; and bad in- 
deed Ihould he have thought it, had the fa<ft flood exa6My as 
the honourable gentleman had ilated itl With regard to the 
motion, he feared that in its prefent form it would open fo ex- 
tenfive and boundlefs a field for inquiry, that it would ope^ 
rate again ft the purpofe for which it was made, and ferve 
only to rivet and fix on the minds of the Public additional 
proofs of the ^eceffity for regulation and reform in a vaft va- 
riety of important particulars, without enabling the Houfe to 
take decifive meafures refpefting any one of them : he fub- 
mitted it therefore to the honourable gentleman, whether, in 
their prefent fituation, it would not be more prudent to nar- 
row the ground of inquiry, and to felefl: fome particular ob- 
je& which might be^nveftigated, and, refpedling which, regu- 
lations might be provided even in the courfe of the prefent • 
feflion. Many of the points to which the honourable gen- 
tleman had drawn the attention of the Houfe, had been for 
fome time under confideration, and the inquiries refpefting 
feveral of them had proceeded fo far, and were fo near com* 
ple^on, that fomething was intended to be propofed upon them 
• I i a very 
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very fliortly; The burdens upon cdmmerce, from Cuftom- 
houfe regulations in particular, had been, as it was well 
known, long: under confideration ; the fifheries therefore 
feemed to him to be the objedi which it would be proper to 
feleft for inquiry. ^ . 

Mf^Demp- Mr. Dempjier rofe again, and faid, he* had no objedlion, if 
f^* it was the fenfe of the Houfe, to alter his motion agreeably- 

to the right honourable' gen tleman'^s intimation., Mr. Derop*- 
fter faid, he would not at that time enter into a premature 
debate upon finance, or, h^ flattered himfelf, he could fliew, 
that his aflertion refpefting the Sinking Fund was well 

- founded. . 

llr.Huffcj'i Mr. Huffey faid, he was glad his honourable friend had con- 
fented to alter his motion as the Chancellor of the Exche^ 
quer had advifed, becaufe, undoubtedly, had it gone fo ex- 
tenfively as "it flood at firft, it would have been liable to oh- 
jeflion. Mr. Hufley fupported Mr.*Dempfter's aflertion re- 
fpefting the Sinking Fund, obferving, that Mr. Dempfter 
had obvioufly not meant that there was an end of the Sinking 
Fund, but that the whole of its produce had of late been ap- 
plied in aid of the taxes provided to raife the money to pay 
the intereft of the national debt. Mr. HufleTy reafoned upon 
the neceffity of paying off a part of that debt, as the only 
poflible means of obtaining relief from our burdens. He ap- 
proved of the idea of appointing a Committee for that pur- 
pofe, declaring it would be extremely wrong \o truft thofe 

- with the management of th^ difcharge of the debt, who had 
been inftrumental in its accumulation. He threw oiit a hint, 
that one way to Ifeflfen the debt would be to lower the inte- 

1 . reil ; this, he faid, he was aware could not be done with^out 
the confent of the public creditors ; but he hoped every body 
would concur in lending a hand to fo neceflary a work, and 
that the creditor would be willing to take lefs intereft. 
Mri Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe immediately, and faid, much as 
telTorFitt. he thought the particular application to the confideration of 
all quefl;ions of finance, that diftinguiflied the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft, deferved the applaufe and the 
thanks of that Houfe and the country, and finccrely as he 
refpeded every opinion of that honourable gentleman on 
financial fubjefts, he could not fuffer a fingle word to fall 
from that honourable gentleman, at which his feelings and 
his judgement revolted, without rifing to take fome notice 
of it. So far was he from according with the opinion juft 
hinted h^ the honourable gentleman^ that although he was 

mo& 
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mod fincerely anxious for the diminution and difcharge of 
the national debt, he hoped a means of e£Fe£ling thofe de- 
firable purpofes might be found, proceeding upon princi- 
ples confiitent not only with the national credit, in the 
technical fenfe of the word credit, but confiftent likewifc 
with the national honour ; and that no idea of lowering the 
intereft of the public creditor, or of confenting to lower it, 
even fhould the public creditor be willing to accede to fuch > 
an alteration, would ever be entertained, much lefs pro- 
cseded upon. 

Mf* Hujjcy declared Mr. Pitt had afforded him great plea- Mr. Hufkf. 
fure, and aflured that right honourable gentleman, that he 
had thrown out the hint with no other view, but that he 
(Mr. Pitt) might have an opportunity of faying what had 
fallen from him, fo much, he was convinced, to the fatisfac- 
tion of eveiy man whg had heard hini. 

The motion was amended as follows : " That a Com- , 
*' mittee be Appointed to inquire into thie ftate of the Bri^ 
" tiih filheriea, and into the moft efFedual means for their 
*' impiovcment, and report the fame from time to time, 
** wih their opinions, to the Houfe." It was then put and 
carried. 

Mr. Eden'm^v^A iox feveral lifts to be prepared by the Mr. E4e«, 
Board of Excile in London, refpefting perfons who pay 
duties for wheel carriage's and fervants, and alfo refpedin^ 
the profecutions of defaulters, viz. A lift of perfons who 
have paid the duty on carriages ; a lift of perfons who have 
paid the duty on fetvants for 1781, 1782, and 1783 ; a lift 
of perfons who, having paid thofe duties up to 1783, have 
difcontinucd the fame ; and alfo a lift of thofe againft 
whom profecutions have been raifed. He apprifed the 
Houfe that, though motions nearly fimilar had paffed una- 
nimoufly in the late feffion, no return had been made by the 
Compiiffioners of Excife, and he much feared that the pre- 
fent motion would prove equally unfuccefsful. Gentlemen 
were not, however, to infer, that the Board of Excife 
(hewed any difrefpeft to the orders of the Houfe ; it would 
be a fufpiciOn which was very unmerited. The truth was, 
that frorn the manner in which the accounts were kept, the 
General Office in London was unable to bring fuddenly into 
an alphabetical arrangement, all the returns of the country 
collefliions. This perhaps was a defeft in the fyftem of 
managing thefe particular duties, which ought to be cor- 
reAed« In the mean time, in repeating the motions of the 

laft 
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laft feflion, he marked his refpeci to the late Revenue C>om- 
mittee, under whofe oi?ders he had made the original mo- 
tion ; and he alfo had an opportunity ^of calling the atten- 
tion of the Public ta a flagrant and obvious failure in the 
payment of the duties alluded to : many fiauds, to a great 
amount, had already been reported in the wheel-carriage 
duty ; and as to the duty on male fervants, it feemed fuffi- 
cient to remark, that in the whole kingdom, containing 
perhaps 7,000,000 of inhabitants, duties were paid for only 
40,000 fervants.. 
Sir James Sir James JohnfioHe dcfirei the right honourable gentle- 
johnftone. ^31^ to extend the motions to the Scotch Commiffioners 

alfo. 
Mr. Edca. ,Mr. Eden thanked him for the hint; but faid, that in juf- 
tice to the Scotch Commiffioners he ought to have informed^ 
the Houfe, that the Scotch returns had been made regu- 
larly and alphabetically during the late feffion, and within 
three or fpur weeks after th^ order of the Houfe was given j 

f^erhaps this punSuality wa's to be attributed ^to the very 
m^ll number of names included in the lifts; but he had 
not yet had time to examine that circumftance. 
The motions then pafied. 

Caipt. John Captain John Luttrell moved for 1600U to be given to Mr. 

LuureU. philips for drfcovering the powder for killing infcdls aboard 
.of fhips. He ftated all the teftimonials in favour of the dif- 
covery ; the reward heretofore voted ; the lingering expec- 
tation in which the poor man ha.d been kept when. that re- 
ward was fufpended in the Houfe of Lt rds j and moved to 
refer the report to the Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Eden feconded the motion, and a fliort<lebate took 
place ; after which the report was ordered to be re-com- 
mitted. ' 

jWr, Eden. Mr. EJen called the attention of the Houfe to the bill for 
jextinguifliing the claims made by the rope and (bap manu- 
fafl:6ries of Glafgow from cuftoms and_ duties, and for 
malting compenfation in lieu thereof r he faid that he had 
fatiafied himfelf of its intrinCe propriety ^ but it would be 
a neglcdk of duty not to obferve, that there was a great de- 
{c£k in the condti£t of it ; the bill j^^as founded upon the 
Report of a Committee, and purported to give a fpecific 
fum in compenfation of the claim ; and yet in that Report 
there was no ftatement of accounts, nor any circumftance 
to guide the judgement of the Houfe as to any fum from 
400L to 4o^oooU 

The 
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The Lord Advocate faid, he was happy the right hon6ur- The Lotti 
able gentleman was fatisficd of the propriety of the bill, ^**^®"^- 
bccaufe he had originally oppofed it with an intimation 
which the mover of the bill had not merited. His Lordfliip 
then ftated the nature of the claim, its extent and impor- 
tance, the doubts of the Judges refpedling it, and the rea-.. 
fonablcnefs of thje fuih propofed to be given. 

Mr. Eden replied, that the propriety of voting the fpe- Mr, Ede«« 
cific fum ^f 4500U was as much unexplained as ever ; hav- 
ing, however, entered his caveat agaiuft this mode of pro- i, 
ceeding, he . was fatisfied in this inftance to give his confi- 
dence to Government, and to thofe who introduced the 
bill. As, to the intimation of which the learned Lord' 
complained, he would repeat, that when a learned Lord^ 
a few days after taking his feat for Glafgow, moved a bill 
to give 4500I. to Glafgow, in tompenfation of an unfcttled 
claim, he thought it merited notice \ more efpecially, as 
' other Scotch claims, the abolition of which had been ftrorig- 
ly recomniended by the Revenue Committee, were fufFered 
to remain uQtouched* 

Mr. Dundcn now explained the whole bufinefs. at length, Mr. Dwi- 
and fliewed, that the fum demanded was peculiarly rea-*^"' 
fonable. 

Mf, £^&» replied, that all his doubts had been removed Mr. jMen. 
by fuch good evidence; but it fervcd to fliew, that farther 
evidence had been wanting. 

Sir James Johnflone i^dA^ he rejoiced in this patter being Sir Jamet 
fettled* fo well, as he muft confefs, that fuch a motion f rom J**^**^**"^ 
the reprefentative of Glafgow had had an ugly appearance, 
and he had determined to vote againft it. ^ 

The bill then went through the Committee, 

June 24. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the bill for ena«* 
Mine Sir Aflitbn Lever ta fell his Mufeum by Lottery^ Mf, 
Sttfiuey in the chair- — Mr. Gafcoyne, jun. under whofc 
patronage the bill was introduced, undertook the office of 
moving the different particulars, with which the blanks 
'Were to be filled up. 

The Earl oi Surrey thinking the fum of forty- two thoufaiid The E«rl of ' 
pounds at which the Mufeum had been eftim^ted, wa^Surrey, 
more than it was really worth ; and apprehenfive that the 

Public 
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Public might be induced to tKink that it lyas really worth 
fortv-two thoufand pounds, if Parliament was to give its 
fanaion to the raifing of fuch a fum by forty thoiifand tickets 
at one guinea a ticket ; moved, tKat the blank for the fum 
to be raifed, be filled up with the words twenty-one thou- 
fand pounds. 
Mr. Gaf- Mr. GafcoyjUy jun. did not apprehend that the Houfe, by 
coyocy jun, £|ling up the. blank with the words forty-two thoufand 
pounds, would give the Public any opinion whatever of the 
real value of the Mufeum ; all that wasj meant, was to re- 
ftrain Sit Afhton from raifing more than forty-two thoufand 
pounds, but he would be at liberty to raife as much under 
as he could ; fo that he might, if he (hould find it neceffary, 
reduce either the number or the price of ticlcets. After fome 
•little converfation, the motion made by the Earl of Surrey was 
negatived without a divifion-— His Lordfliip next moved, 
that the blank be filled up with the words thirty-one thoufand 
five hundred pounds, and upon this motion the Committee 
divided ; 

Ayes, - - - - - 36 
Noes, ^ - - - - - 4^ 

Majority, - - - - - - 6 

The blank was then filled up on the motion of Mr. GaC- 
coyne, jun. with the original fum, forty-two thoufand 
pounds. By a claufe in the bill, the Mufeum is to be 
vefted in truftees, for the benefit of the fortunate adventurers 
in the Lottery. Some farther converfation took place on 
the bill, 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt called the attention of the Houfe to 
tdJorPitt. an important part ofthebufinefs of the Eaft- India Company; 
a ftate of the, Company's finances had been laid before the 
Houfe, and referred to a Committee, whofe Report was now 
printing for the ufe of members : until gentlemen (hould have 
had time to confider that Report attentively, he did not mean 
to bring any quefl:ion before them relative to the Company ; 
but a circumflance which had come to his knowledge that 
^ day, made it neceflary for him to make a motion to which^ 
however, he did not expeft any oppofition. By a late ad of 
Parliament the Company were reftrained, when their bond 
debt exceeded a certain fum, which it did at ^refent, from 
making any dividend at all without the leave of Parliament; 
now he underftood, that if any dividend was made, it muft 
be declared before the end of the prefent month : gentlemen 
Vould fee, tljerefore, the neceflity of paffmg a bill with all 

poflible 
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poffible jexpeditiony to give the Company leave to make a . 
dividend^ for though, perh^s, fome gentlemen migl^t difier as 
to the quantum of the dividend, no man could wifh that there 
fhould be no dividend at all : for his part, confidering that the 
credit of the Company, and perhaps of fomething more than 
the Company, was at ftake, he, for one, would be for making 
that dividend eight pei: cent, for the' half year now due,'^ » 
however it might.be the intention of the Houfe to reduce it 
in future. . He then moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
enabling; the £aft*india Company to ^lake a dividend for this 
laft half year. 

Mr, Eiien felt the aukwardnefs of the prefent circumftances Mr.Ede«^ 
of tKe cafe ; for one of thefe two things muft happen , that no 
dividend at all muft be made, or that the Houf6 fhould pro- 
ceed, without having before them the flate of the Company*s 
affairs, to the quantum of a dividend : if theoccafion was not fo 
preffing, the delay of a few days would give gentlemen time 
to perufe the Report of the Committee, to whom the accounts 
prefented by the Court of Diredlors had been referred. As 
to the idea of allowing eight per cent, in the prefent flate of 
the Company's affairs, he thought it very unreafonable ; for it 
was nrange indeed, that the proprietors fhould in the moft 
embaraffed ftate of their affairs, divide as much as in a mo- 
ment of profperit V, For his own part, he had been of opinion 
for fome time p,ait, that even fix per cent, was a flretch ; but 
as he knew there were a number of proprietors totally uncon* ^ 

nt£led with party, and of moderate fortunes, he would not 
punifli them for the faplts of others; and therefore he was, 
willing to allow fax per cent. ; but he could not confent to - 
flretch the dividend to. eight. 

Mx* Chancellor Pid exprefled a wifh that the right hon- Wr. bh«n« , 
ourable gentleman would not urge, this difcuffion farther in *«^*°' **»'*• 
the prefent ftage of the bill ; it would of courfe be tendered to 
the Houfe with a blank for the propofed fum ; and he certainly- 
felt difpofed, until the affairs of the Company could be confi- 
dered, to give the ordinary dividend, as he' might oth^rwifo 
feem to prejudge opinions on the affairs of the Company, and 
to ftrike at public credits 

Mr. £^/(fa ohfervcd, in explanation, that what had fallen Mr.Edf^t . 
fro;n the right honourable gentleman and from himifelf might 
miflead both the Houfe and the Publicj if Be did not apprize 
them that eight per cent, was by no means the ordinary divi- 
dend, or to be confidered as a claim of juftice : — the reverfe 
was the fad. -^ In times confefledly profperous, the Company 
had often divided only fix per cent. During the lafl. twenty ,- 

.Vol. XV. ^ Kk jeau 
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years he Believed that their dividisnd bid beieix oftner fix pci< 
' cent, .than 'any other fum : and though it might be the difpo-i 
fition of the moijfient for the Public to fhut their eyes pn rhii 
fubjefl:,' the day would come when there would not he two 
opinions in the kingdom as to the improvidence, injufticd 
and iiiipropriety of what was now propofed. It might be a 
fmall ium, but it was fubverfive of the raoft (acred public 
principles. ' * 

Mr.DundM Mr. Dutidat rofe to deprecate the right honourable gen- 
tleman's going into any difcuffion of the ftate of the Com- 
pany's aiFairS) the next day, any more than on the occafioit 
then prefent. Till the day arrived, which the Houfe had ap- 
pointed for the confideration of the Report of the SeleA'Com- 
mittee, Mr. Dundas faicl, the fubjedt could *ndt bb touched, 
without at the fame time prejudging fafts that ought not t6 
be prejudged, and fetting opinions afloat that ought not to be 
hazarded or delivered without good foundation, tmd without 
certainty. With regard to the mere queftion, whiether the 
Company (hoiild be allowed to divide four per cent, or three 
on the laft Half year, if gentlemen would but refledtfor amo- 
, ment on wh?t had occurred in that Houfe but a very fhort time 
I ag®, there could not, he imagined, remain a fingle doubt how 
the Houfe oogjit to decide. But a few months fince, when 
the Eaft-Tftdia bill, that had made fo much noife in the 
world, and on thfe fubjefl: of Which a great deal would un- 
doubtedly be again faid, • When that bill was tinder difcuffion^ 
was it out of the recolleflion of ^gentlemen, that it came from 
an high authority, no lefs authority than the mouth of Sir 
Henry Fletcher (at that time chairman of the Company) that 
notwithilanding the then fuppofed miferable condition of the 
Coftipany's affairs, (they having been Hated to be rapidly 
verging to a ftate of adual bankruptcy) their dividend ought 
not on any account to be lefs than eight per cent, for the en- 
fu'mg year, and corifequently that it oughfnot to be lefe than 
four per cettt. for the then enfuing, but now paft, half year. 
At that time no one Minifter exifting, nor any of their friends^ 
rofe up to contradift the pofition of the Chairman of the Eaft- 
India Company. Had not the Houfe, therefore, by their ac- 
quiefcence in what Sir Henry Fletcher had faid, given the 
Proprietors and the Public at large, to imagine, that it was 
their unanimous opinion, that eight per dent, even under the 
then fuppofed finking ftate of the Company's affcirs, was the 
dividend that ought to be made, and that the Company would 
be allowed to make } And would the Houfe how, when the 
ftate o'f the Company's atfairs was fomewhat better known, 

when 
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when no man, cren he or they, who might be inclined to 
think the worft of their condition,' would pretend that the ^ 

Company was in any danger of bankruptcy, baulk the pub- 
lic expe^ation, difappoint the Proprietor^, and defeat tnofe 
hopes which the Houfe had been inftrumental iti laifing, 
by refuting its confent to a propofition for allowing the 
Company to divide after the rate of eight per cent, ) The 
queftion, Mr. Dundas. faid, ^was very different from a 
queftion of what the Company (hould be allowed to divide 
in future ; that, indeed, ^as a queftion that would necef- 
farily depend on the refult of the deliberations the Houfe 
meant to hold upon the Report that was printing, and 
which ought not only to be in gentlemen's hands, but in 
their minds, before they decided upon it. The queftion 
now was, whether the Company ihould be permitted to 
make a dividend of four per cent, upon the paft half year, 
and the circumftance he had ftated, confideredy he faw no 
way whatever in which the Houfe could refufe its confent 
to the Company's making fuch a* dividend, without depart- 
ing from every principle of confiftency, and even of com- 
mon juftioe* With regard to the amount of the money to 
be divided, if a four*per-cent. dividend was permitted, it 
was a drop of water in a bucket, compared to the accounts 
in controverfy between the Eaft-India Company and thofe 
who ftated their affairs to be bad. It w^as not, therefore, 
'in that jpoint of view an objedi of confideration, even had 
there not exifted the ftrong re^fon he had mentioned for 
allowing a dividend, of font per cent. Mr. Dundas con- . , 

eluded with repeating his appeal to the Houfe in general to * 
beware of the delicacy of the prefent (ituation of the Com- 
pany, and by no means, either then or the next day, to 
enter into a debate on the ftate of the Company's affairs 
before they could have the printed Report in Aeir poflef- v 
(ion, ftom which alone they could be enabled to form a 
judgement. . , 

, Mr. Smith (Chairman of the Company) ftated the great Mr. Smith. 
inconvenience, and even the poftible mifchief that might 
refult from the Houfe's refufing its confent to the Com- 
any's making a dividend of four per cent, upon the laft 
lalf year. He faid, not only the Proprietors in this coun- 
try might take an alarm at hearing that the dividend which 
they had been taught by Parliatment itfelf to expe£l would 
be loor per cent, was to be no more than three per cent« 
Kk 3 but 
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, but that It might get over to Holland, and be produ&ive 
of confequcnces not only fatal to the credit of the £aft-^ 
India Company, but fatal to the national credit of Great 
Britain., He hoped, therefore, fuch an opinion would not 
be entertained. - . " / 

Mr.-Anftra- Mr. Anjiruther corroborated the arguments of Mr. Eden, 
<licr. ^ and ftated the impoffibility of the Hgufe's giving its coh- 

fent to the Company's making a dividend of four per cent, 
while the confideration of the ftate of the Company's af- 
• ^airs was pending (and their affairs on all hands were al- 
lowed to be gieattly involved) unlefs the Houfe forgot- ils 
duty, and abandoned . all pretention s to the charaS^er of 
guardians of the public interefts, df the kingdom -^ Mr. 
Anftruther faid, that though it was poffible the Coinpany's 
affairs might turn out more, profperous than fonve genticr 
men had imagined, yet it was equally poffible that they 
would appear to be far from flourifhing — ^Would the Houfe, • 
then, run the rifque of declaring a larger dividend th^n 
the ftate of the Compan/s affairs fliould hereafter be really 
found to warrant ? . 
Maj» S^ott, Major 5coifr faid, the learned gentleman and he had of- 
I ten fought on the fame fide, and aded as friends of the 

f^afl-India Company, and he hoped they ^ould continue to 
'fupport that character: he wifhed, however, ho debate 
whatever had taken place on the prefent occafion, becaufe he 
feared that ?ven the little that had been faid might do in- 
ftnite. mifchief. With regard to the Report of the Com- 
mittee, there had lately arrived difpatchcs over land from 
Bengal, dated fo late' as the 7th, of Frebrdary, which> he 
tmderflood, brought advices that went to the dired .over- 
turning of fome of-the calculations contained in the Report 
in queflion. When he faid this, he meant no infinuation 
againfl the Committee ; they had not the advices to which 
he referred before them, and confequcntly they could not 
be s^ware of the fafts they contained; but thofe advices' 
certainly threw a new light on the flate of aflairs of the 
Company, and overturned fome of the reafoning to be found 
in the Report of the Committee — The Major thought 
it highly nece'ffary that the difpaches he had mentioned 
ihouid be before the Houfe at the fame time that they took 
the Report into their confideration ; and, therefore, when 
the prefefnt queflion was difpofed of, he fhould move that 
copied of them be laid upon the table^ The Major obfcrvcd , 
farther, that eight per cent, bad been the' dividend iJlowcd 
« 4 , • ^ . for 
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for feyeral years, and he knew not of any rcafon why it 
ihould be lefs for tb^ paft half year. He particularly dwelt 
on the Company's havingT)ecn allowed to divide eight per . 
cent, 'in the midft o£ a var with different Indian and Euro-; 
pean powers; and thought, that being >thc cafe, there could 
be no reafonable objeftion to their making. a fimilar divi- 
dend now they were in a ftatc of profound and univerfal 
peace. ', 

Sir Jd^€s Johnftwe faid, the queftion was not now, Sir jime^ 
whether the dividend of the Company, for the paft half year, Johaftone. 
fliould be three or four per gent ? but whether leave fhould 
be given to bring in a bilL 

Mr. Dempjier faid, he had no obje£tion to the bringing Mr.Demp.. 
in a bill to authorife even a dividend of four per cent, on **'• 
the paft half year, provided' the bill ^s fo drawn, as to 
place the' relponfibility fbf making fuch a dividend on the 
Direftors and the Company, by ftating, that the bill paffed 
under fuch ' peculiar circumftances as ^r^ndered it impofible * 
for Parliament to decide, whether, the ftate of the Com- 
pany's afiairs warranted a dividend of four per cent, or not, ' 
Mr. Dempfter reminded the Houfe, that h^ had frequent- 
ly remonftrated againft allowing the Company to make* di- 
vidends of eight per cent, and even of lefs, from an opinion 
long fince formed, that the Company's affairs were npt in 
that fort of gondition which juftified fuch .dividends. With 
regard to the thirty-one thoufand pounds that the dividend i 
would amount to, undoubtedly it was a matter of fmall 
conGderation in ;a cafe where fuch infinitely larjger fums 
were tl>q fubjefts of difcuffion ; fo much fo, that;demurring , 
to jhe dividend, merely upon the amount of it, reminded 
him of the old ludicrous ftory of a man who, after having 
loft thouizlnds at the gaming table, hefitat^d whether, by 
way of recovering his circumftances, he ought not to walk 
home inftead of paying a {hilling for a co^ch to carry him 
thither,' 

Mr, Chancellor Pitt aflured Mr. Dempfter, that the hill Mr. Chan- 
was exadly drawn in the manner he had defcribed, and ^^^^^^ ^^ 
that in its preamble it expreflly ftated, that the Company 
were aliowed to make a dividend of four per cent, or what- 
ever the Houfe ihould think proper, Parliament not having 
had an opportunity of taking the ftate of their affairs into 
deliberation, . ' 

Mr. Fox faid,* he had but lately come into- the Hpufe, Mr.Fwt. 
but| from what he ha4 h^ard.of the fubjedt in debate, he 

learnt 
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learnt ^hat the Company'^ being %l\ow^d to ma^e a 4ivi-p 
dend of eig}it per cei^t, laft year, w^ ufefl aa an argument 
why they ought to be ^llo^eH to m^l^e the fame, dividend 
aow. He biegged k^ye to fay, that no good argument 
cpiild be drawn from the Company' » befng allowed to make 
a dividend of ^ight per f:eiit. lail year. Let the Houfe re- 
collect the circumftances under which the Company had 
been laft year allowed to make fuch a dividend — The bill 
had, from unavoidable, but well-known events, been brought 
in very late in the fefjion \ fo late, that it was utterly im* 
poffible for the Hpufe to go into an examination of the 
itate of the Company's affairs; and it bad been at the fame 
tim^ 4tc]zrQif that fpr that re^on, and for that reafon only^ 
the Company ^ere allpwed to 4ivid^ ^f(er the rate of eight 
per cent, i \i\it it h^ ^Ifo b(3f:n at the fame time expre&ly 
declared, that their affairs fiiould be brought under difcuf- 
iion very early in the next fefiion. That promife had been 
faithfully kept ; and therefore the cafe now and the cafe 
laft year were not analagous. The.ftate qf the Company's 
affair^ ^yas, he hoped, intendepi to be examined in the 
cpurfe of the prefeni feijion; till that exairiination was 
gone into and completed, it was impoflible to fay whether 
the Company ought to \>Q allowed to divide four per cent* 
three per cent, one ppr cent, or apy thing per cent. Let 
the Houfe recolIe£k the fraudulent account^ of the affairs 
of the Company that had been prefented to them, and let 
th^m then aflc themfelves whether it was prudent, whe- 
ther it was wife, whether it was confonant to public ho- 
nefty, which he took to be the fame thing as public credit, 
to permit the Company to make a dividend of four per 
cent, before that Hovife was affured that the affairs of the 
. Company were in a condition to juftify their making fuch 
a dividend. 

Mr. Fox agreed with Mr. Difndas, that the amount of 

' ' the dividend was as a drop of water in the ocean, compared 

, with the greater confider^tion of the Company^s .affairs in 

>. general ; but, he faid, it was the principle that he fhould 

contend for, and upon that fhould risfufe his confent to a 
larger dividend than three per cent, 

^Mr.AtkJn- Mr. Akin/on faid^^ he could not, as an Eaft-India Direc- 

ion. tor, fit filent and hear the accounts of the ftate of ihe Com* 

pany's affairs ftigmatized with the term of fraudulent. It 

was hig duty to controvert and deny fo foul an imputation, 

an imputation that h^d no found^ticQ wh^t^vcn Mr. At* 

kinfoa 
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kinfon faid farthcf,'ihat althougft'he had fefcfl tht R6p6rt of 
Ac Gomcaittcc, in commort witfc bis b^dthcf Dircft6Y^, lie 
Wis not bold Enough, ft6ih fach at fliglit viev<^ <rf fty tt:^ veA-* 
ture td COntfo^^rt/tbe ^hole of it; bu* he hsrf every fcaffeii' ' 
to believe, that \ehen it came to be examined ariddtfculftd," 
much of the argument it contained would be found to pro- 
ceed from mifconception afnd erfor, from falfe fafts being 
flait;ed,«froin condufipns that were inapplicable being drawn 
from other fa£ts, and ifrom opinion's b^'mg hazarded upoa 
matters that men might vary in their fentimei^ts upon, and; 
refpeaing which ^^atters, as they related to ©vents. ,t<», 
luippen in future, no eorre£t joidgemeui coiitd be fornied 
till the events themieWes took plac^ and decided between. 
thofe who bad thought, differently upon the probabfe 
iffue of thofc events*. Th^rre wa» liothiftg, howevTdr^ ill 
that Report, that went fo fli^ke the qredibiiity ot the ac- 
/counCs of the ftate. of the Company, that had Seen preienced'^ 
or that would he found to prove tfaoiie account^ to. be other 
tbaA fubftantially ]uft and true. » 

The queftion was here put and. agreed to; af*ter which 
the bill was brought, in^ and read a jfiru a.nd a fecodd time—- 
It was then naovcd ** That it be caromlttcd for the next day/** 
It was ordered accordingly. 

Major Scott ne^t iCatcd ^hat difpatches had arrive^ by Maj. Scott* 
land froAi Bengal, containing a lettec from the Governov 
General^ datfed fo low down as Frebrnary 7, and ftating the 
accounts of the (i^qmpany's affairs in India,, made up to th& 
Old of December,- with an eftimate of all the cxpencei of 
the eftabli(hmei;)ts thei^ for five months forward* This the 
Major thought highly xieceiTary to be upon the tablq for the' 
information of the: Houfe,, at th^ time they took the Re- 
port of the Committee into their confideration. He there- 
fore moved for ** Acopyof a letter dated the 7 th of f e- 
" bruary,. 1784.''. — He next moved, *' That the faid pa» . 
«^ pers be printed.'* 

Mr. Dunda$ exprQlTed' fome foary Idft the papers fhould Mr/Dondai 
be of fuch length as to be fo long in printing that they would 
not be got ready to deliver to the members in time for 
them to make themfelves fully mafers of ""th^ contents be- 
fore the day for taking the Report i/ito confideration fhould 
arriv^. n ' 

Major Scott (aid, he had a copy of the papers he had Maj, Scotn 
moved for id his hand> and (hewed that it might bo printed 
in a few boure. 

The 
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The motion was agreed to. 
. Major Scott next moved for ** A copy of the Governor 
*V Generars letter to the Dir^£lors of the Eaft-India Com- 
** pany of the j6th of December^ 1/783;" ,which was like-, 
wife agreed to. 

June 2^^ 

' The order' of the day was rciad on the Houfc going into 

a Committee on the bill to allow the Eaft-India Company to 
' make a dividehd, and it was moved ** That the Speaker do 
" leave the chair." . • " 

Mr.tden. Mr/£^ir;f faid^, that he continued to feel objefiions to 
this bill; but as it was his objeft rather to enter his own 
proteft, than give an unavailing obftruftion to what would 
uUimatcly have the fupport of a majority, he would be con- 
tent to ftate, what occurred to him in thc^ prefent ftage of 
^c bulinefs, and decline any difcuffion in the* farther progrefs 
^ of it; Exclufive of defeats in the general principle of the 

meafure, ^e muft obferve, that -the whole frame of the bill 
was exceptionable; it recited a doubt, whether the Com- 
pany could make a dividend without the confent of Parlia-' 
ment— No fuch doiibts exiftcd ; happily, they were preclud- 
ed by repeated and jppfitivc ftatutes — The next recital of the 
' bill was, that public credit was concerned in the propofed. 
dividend ; he trufted, that public credit refted on broader and 
more folid foundations than on the dividends of the Eaft-India 
Proprietors : to remedy this doubt, which did not cxift, and 
to fave the public credit, which was not concerned, the bill 
proceeded tp its enabling claufe—^Previoufly, however, it 
w^s added in the recital, that the ^onfideration of the ftate 
of the Company's affairs was not yet fufficiently before Par- 
liament, and therefore, becaufc rarliament was yet unable 
to decide what ought to be the dividehd, the bill proceeded 
to authorife the Company fpecifically to take four per cent, 
for the current half year. Such were the fevcral premifcs,* 
and fucH the conclufion ! But he did not wjfti to reft his ob- 
jedions on points of criticifm and legal arrangement, however 
well founded. HeVould aiTume, that the meafure arofe from 
an anxiety not to prejudge conftroftively the fituation of 
the Company, by lowering their dividend upon the mere 
prefentingof the Reporr of the Eaft-India Comtnittee, and 
before that Report had undergone the difcuffion of Parlia- 
ment. If the Hqufe had no informatioQ before them but 

the 
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the Report to whicK he ialluded,; he allowed that this de« , 
fence of the meafurc -^ould be decifive 5 but it muft iiot be 
forgotten, that there had been feveral weeks before Parlia- 
ment, two Reports from the Dircftors of the Company 5 
and, without entering into any difpute refjSefting the 
wretched detail exhibited in thofe Reports, he would only 
obfei-ve, that the Reports exprefsly avowed an Inability to 
pay the cuiloms to the public revenue, to the^ amouat of 
nine hundred thoufand pounds, and an inability alfo to pay 
bills on the Company, to the amount of one million four 
hundred thoufand pounds, which bills were drawn for mo« 

, ney fpecifically lent to purchafe merchandife for the Com- 
pany : that very merchandife was now arrived in England, x 
and this claufe was to enable the Proprietors to divide the 
money refulting from the fale of it, though that money was 
not6rioufly the property of others. Perhaps a large commer- 
cial body like this Company, were intitled to be treated with 
a degree of tendernefs j pcrhapsthe innocent families of many . 
of the proprietors, cfpecially the foreign proprietors, were 
intitled to as much proteftion as the Hoiife could giye; but 
there were immutable and ftubborn principles of juftice, and 
to talk of Commercial credit . as. diftinft or didinguifKable 
from fair dealing an,d good faith, was unworthy the charac- 
ter of this country. Gentlemen had faid, it was only a fmall 
fum which was alked, a dropof water in the fea; he would 
only obferve on this, that the nature of a thf ft was not 
varied becaufe the fum ftoleiv was not large. If it were 
replied to him, that the proprietors might have fome claim 
for fdur per cent, during the current half year, as it was 
poflible that they had not forefeen the Known circumftances 
of the prcfent moment^ this might have fome little weight. 
He had no wifli to pufli his own fentiments to rigour againft 
any man or fet of men 5 and though he would not impede 
the farther piogrefs of the bill, he defired to be conCdered . 

' as of opinion againft it in all its parts. 

Mr. Gilbert then took the Chair in the Committee, 
when 

Mr. Chancellor Ptft rofe and faid, that though the right Mr. Chan- 
honourable gentleman had iiot ftated arguments which "^^°' ^*^^ 
weighed fufficiently on his mind to change his opinion, as 
to the propriety and expedienry of giving a dividend, at the 
rate of eight per cent, per annum for the prefent half year, 
and until the Report of the Committee could be duly dif- 
cufled he -felt perfeikly "difpofed to adopt any fuggeflioh , 

Vol, XV. LI which 
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which might remove objeflions as to .the framing of the 
bill. With rcfpeft to the recital, he cohfeffed that in his 
own mind he had no doubts about the law at prefent in force 
to reftrain thfe dividends to the Company; but havipg heard 
others treat it doubtfully, the expremon haa not ftruck him 

% , as improper. As to the words ." pubic c^e^t," in the re- 

cital, he would admit that they wer;e exceptionable, and 
would confent to change them to the words '* credit of the 
** Company :" and with refpeft to the right honourable gen- 
tleman's principal pbjefkion to the words authorifing a divi- 
dend ^^ equal to four, per cent, for the half year," he did 
not think that they differed materially from the words *' not 
**. exceeding four per cent;" if, however, the latter ex - 
preffion would be lefs unfatisfaftory, he would not objcGt 
to admitting it. 

Mr.H«flcy. Mr. HuJ/^y thanked the right honourable gentleman for 
his candour,' and faid, that h^ fhould have had great ob- 
j eft ions to the prefent meafure, if it had appeared that there 
was time to examine the Rep'ort of the £a(l- India Com- 
mittee previoufly, and before it fhould be neceflary to de- 
clare the dividend in the quarterly court. 

Mr. Eden. Mr. Eden, in anfwer to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
faid, it now appearing to be the general fenfe of the Houfe, 
that no doubts exifted lefpefting the law on the fubjeft, he 
felt much fortified in objeft-ing to that claufe, and mufl in- 
treat to have it omitted ; and with regard to the authorifing 
the Direftors to make a dividend not exceeding four per 
cent, it furely was very different from an expreis^ permif- 
fion to make a dividend equal to four' per cent. The for- 
mer expreffion left a refponfibility with the Direftors and 
the Company 5 and the refponfibility ought to reft with 
them, if it was the fenfe of the Houfe that Parliament wa4 
not yet fufficiently informed to decide. He added, that a 
, dividend of four per cent, for the half year, would fub- 
jeft the Company to pay for the viftualling and flores of 
the King's fhips, there beteg an aft of Parliament for that 
purpofe. 

A converfation here arofe acrofs th^ table, between Mr. 
Pitt; Mr. Dundas, and Mr. Eden, when the alterations <fe- 
fcribed above were admittedi and the bi|X was afterwards re- 
ported, engrofled, and paffed. 

The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into 

a Committee of Supply having been read, and the feveral 

* * army 
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arm^ eftimates relative to half pay that had been prefent- 
cd, were referred to the confideration of the Committee, 
when 

Lord Beauchamp rofc, declaring he had a iingle point to Lorji Beta- 
fubmit to the attention of the Houfc, and conceived that champ, 
to be the proper time for mentioning it — His Lordfliip 
then ftated the extreme hardfliip incurred by the officers of '• 
four regiments lately reduced — Thofe regiments, he faid, 
it had been generally und(*rftood were not intended to be' "" 

reduced; and in confequence of that fuppofjtion, gentle- 
men had exchanged out of other regiments and purchafed 
commiffions in them — At the fame time that he faid this. 



»»- K-« 
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ed not to-be underilood as in any the fmalleft.de- 



gree calling the meafure of their reduction into queftion, 
or impeaching the exercife of the Royal prerogative in that 
inftance. Certainly the Crown ought to be left in full pof- 
fcffion of its undoubted pretogntive in all cafes whatfoeveg: 
refpefting the army and navy, and as clearly there was no 
ground,for reprehenfion of Government for having, through 
a laudable zeal for, oeconomy, endeavoured to lower the • 
amount of the public expenditure by the reduftion of the four 
regiments in qUeftion. The officers of thpfe regiments, there- 
fore, had no right to call upon th^ juftice of the Houfc for re- 
lief; but when their long and meritorious fervlces were confi- 
dcred,^ when the error they^had been led into refpefting the 
certainty of their regiments being continued on the eftablifh- ^ 
mcnt was taken into the cafe, the candour arid fairnefs of 
gentlemen would admit, that the officers ftood within the 
equity of Parliament, and that it was not an unreafonable 
expe6lation on their part to hope that fomething might be 
doi^e in their favour. His Lordfliip faid, that^o mart could 
bcmore-fenfible than he was of the extreme difadvantagc 
a private individual muft labour under, who interfered {o 
far with the executive Government, as to take upon Kimfelf 
the talk of making any propofition relative to any of the ne* 
ccflary public fervices ; but confcious as he was, of the de- 
licacy of fuch an interference, admitting that it was the 
peculiar prerogative of the Crown to difpofe of every thing 
relative to the army, and that the Crown was the conftitu- 
tional fountain of grace and .honour, and believing that 
Government meant and wiftied to do every thing by the 
Public on that head that was conliftent with their duty and, 
becoming their ftation, he could not fo far give up his pri- 
vilege as a member of Parliament, and as one of the repre- 
. X 1 2 . . fentativea 
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fentatives of the People, whofc peculiar office and fun^iion it 
was to guard the public, purfe, and regulate, every thing 
that bore relation to the public elpenditure, as to refrain 
from hringing the cafe of the oflScers of the four regiments 
> to which he had alluded, befor/C the Houfe \ and finc^ thieir 

meritorious fervices, added to the other circumftances that 
he had touched upon, appeared to him to intitle them to 
, ' tl^e equitable confideration of Government, he could not 
Jielp looking to the right honourable gehtlelnan oppofitc to 
^ him witli fome degree of hope that he ftiould hear Govern*^ 
ment had it in intention to do fomething for them. 
Th« Sccre- ' The Secretary at War (Sir George Yonge) faid, with re* 
tm^itWar. g^rd to the meritorious fervices of the officers o£ the four 
regiments alluded tcy by the noble Lord, he was ready to 
give his full aflent to every idea of that kind fuggefted by 
the noble Lord, and he could with fafety fay, that as far as , 
meritorious fervices intitled officers to the countenance and 
confideration of Government, no officers had a ftronger 
claim than thofe in queftiOn : what he rofe principally for, 
was, to take notice oiF one or/ two points which the noble 
Lord had touched upon — The noble Lord had faid; that 
it had been underftood the four regiments, refpefiing 
which he had addreffed the Houfe, wjere not intended to 
be -reduced — In anfwer to this, it was incumbent upon 
him to obferve, that the fcheme of their redu£ti'on was not 
the fcheme o^ the preibnt Adminidratibn : perhaps had he 
had the honour to be in office at the time when the reduc- 
' tion was propofed he flioyld have been the propofer 5 but 

the fa£l was, it was propofed during the exiftencc of 
another Adminiftration before Chriftmas — At thajt time 
the Hotife adopted the idea, and having thus given their 
opinion upon it, the prefent Adminiftration, had they enter- 
tained different fentiments upon the fubje£l, would have, 
held themfelves bound to obey the fenfe of Parliament, and 
^ carry every meafure into execution that had received their 
fanaion. With regard to what.the noble Lord had faid, 
that the Crown was the fountain of grace and favour, it was 
undoubtedly true, and rewards for meritorious fervices 
could not flow from k purer channel; he had no ddubt, 
therefore, but if the cafe of the officers in queftion did ap* 
pear to be fo Angularly hard as to furnifh a ftrong claim to 
the particular notice of (Jov^rnmeoti their claim would not 
efcapc duq attentiont 

General 
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Gcnerzl Burgoyne rofe in conffequencc of what had fallen General 
froni Sir George Yonge, relative to the leduf^ion of Burgoyne. 
thefe regiments having been propofed by th^ late Minif- 
try. The General faid, the faft was undoubtedly fo; but 
he reminded the Houfe, that he had himfelf rifen at the 
time that the idea of reducing them was fuggefted, and 
pleaded what was and muft be univerfally admitted, viz, 
their long and meritorious fervices, and the Angular hard- 
ihip of their cafe j and in confequence of what he had 
faid upon the dccafion, intimation had been given to the 
Houfe that thofc matters would undoubtedly be in the 
contemplation of Government, and fome expedient fliould 
be found to do their merit juftice. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt corroborated what had fallen from Mr. Chm. 
the Secretary at War, and declared the prefent Govern- «Jlo' Pitt* 
ment,\ in the initance in queftion, had done no more than 
comply with the fentiments of that Houfe expreffly de- 
clared ; a duty, which they noj only had confidered as in- 
difpcnfaVle in the cafe in difcuffion, tut which they ftiould 
ncyer think themfelves warranted to depart from in any 
given cafe, unlefs a neceffity more than ordinarily urgent, 
and fufficiently ftrong to amount to an ^mplc juftification 
of their adopting another line of conduft, ^lould arife. If 
it could be made appear that the general idea, that the 
four i-egiments would not be reduced^ had fo far prevailed, 
that officers aflually had exchanged, and purchafed com- ^ 
miiBons in thofe regiments, there certainly was a degree of * 
hardfhip in the cafe, that muft neceflarily make its impref- 
fion on the feelings of every gentleman prefent ; but fen- 
^ble as the Houfe muft be of that hardfliip, he hoped no 
iroprefSton, however ftrong, of the compaffionate fituatioit 
of any individuals, however deferving, would be admitted 
to operate in contravention of thofe public principles, the 
Houfe might have laid down as the rules of its condufl:, 
in the difpofal of any one branch of the annual expendi- 
ture either of the army or any other fervice. As far a3 
was compatible 'with thofe pnnciples, no man could be 
more willing than he ftiould be to bend to the compaffion- 
ate cafe of any officers whofe fervices had been long and 
meritorious, as the fervices of the officers in queftion 
were on all hands admitted to have been •, but .beyond a 
compatibility with thofe principles he was not inclined to 
go. Reports, he faid, had been circulated that he could 
pot but confider as reports both falfe in themfelves and inr 
I , ^ jurioua 
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' jurious ' to the laft Admiriiftrationf ; he was extremely 
lorry, that.neitner the right honourable gentleman who 
afted as the Minifter in that Houfe before Chriftmas, nor 
' tbe right honourable gentleman who had immediately fil- 

led the office of Secretary at War, was prefent, to give 
the Houfe any information op the/fubjeft; but reports 
had, undoubtedly, been in circulation, aS"man]j^ gentlemen 
knew, which ftated, that the late Adminiftration, though 
they propofed the reduSion of the four regiments in.quef- 
tion to that Houfe, had fignificd to the officer$^ that it 
was not their intention to reduce them; and that fome 
expedient fhould be found to continue them on the eftab- 
lifhjment. This he could not believe, becaufe, the late 
Miniftry had taken credit to themfelves for the iedu£tian 
of thofe four regiments, and becaufe, undoubtedly, if 
the regiments had been intended to have been continued, 
they could not have been continued' by finding an expedi- 
ent for fuch continuance, hut the only means jOf continu-' 
ixfg them muft* have been by prefenting a feparate and di- 
T^ft eftimate of the expence to the Houfe. Mr. Pitt faid 
farther, that if the idea of not reducing them was fo ge- 
nerally underftood, it was a little remarkable, ^ that the 
noble Lord, who had that day introduced the fubjeft, 
had Jiot faid one word^ upon it, when their reduftion had 
been propofed by the late Secretary at War, Before he 
I concluded, Mr, ritt faid, it would reft with the Houfe to 
a£t as they thought proper^ but he wiflied them to recoi- 
led!: that if the officers of the four laft reduced regiments 
were allowed their full pay, it would go a great way to- 
"jvards depriving the Public of the benefit refulting from 
the reduftion of thofe regimeats. 
Ix>raB€au- Lord Beauchamp defired that he might be permitted to 
**"**• fay a word ^ or two in explanation of his own conduft. 
The right honourable gentleman, he flattered hiknfelf, 
w/ould do him the juftice to'admit, that he had not opened 
the bufinefs in a manner in the leaft degree invidious to 
the prefent Government, *[Mr. Pitt faid acrofs the Houfe, 
*' certainly not/'] He was a little furprifed, therefore, at 
the obfervation, that he had faid' nothii^g upori the fubjed, 
Ixrhen the redudion of the regiments was firft talked jof. 
If the right honourable gentleman had exerted his ufual 
accuracy, he certainly would have recolle£led, that when 
the reduftion was firft talked of, it was exprefsly declared 
that it was not to take place till certain regiments, then 
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, in the Eaft Indies^ came home, and it was underftood at 
the time, that they were likely to have continued in that • 

quarter of the world much longer. The rcdudion, in 
fa£l, was a recent circumftance, and had only been put in 
execution a few weeks fince j it was no wonder, therc^ 
fore, that he had not faid any thing upon the fubjeft when 
the reduftion was originally mention^ed. With regard tq. 
the exffence, his Lordfliip faid, the whole expencc of al^ 
lowing the officers in queftion full pay, would amount 
only -to feven thoufand pounds a, year ; and furely that 
fum, when appropriated to the reward of long and meri^' 
torious fervices, was not large enough to create any great 
alarm, or to run violently counter to. a laudable attentioa 
to public occonomy. .. r 

The Speaker after this left the chair, and the Secretary 
Y It War moved for ^ T 

2,360,992!: OS. .pd. for the extraordinaries of the army^ 
75,ii6I. i8s. 6d, for reduce4 ofEcers, 

563I. I2S. xod. for reduced horfe guards. \ 

130,300s, OS. od. for reduced pfBccrs. 
54,6531. OS. od. for Britifli American forces. 
3,5441. 14s. 3d. for officers late in the fervic6 of 
the States General \ 

- 17,0001. . 48. od. for widows of officers. 

1681. OS. od* for widows of ' Britifli American 
officers. 
42461. ixs. od. for regiments fent from Ireland to 

Gibraltar. - . 

10,524!. 17s. 4d. for additional to *three regiments^ 
in 1783. 
9§2i!. i5Si 6d. for corps to their times of difband- 
ingini783.^ 
23,41 9U OS. I of for Hanoverian infantry, 
629 1 1. 7s. od. for the North American ftaff. 
The above motions were feverally agreed to. ^ ^ 

A memorial and petition of the Council and Aflembly 
of the ifland of Nevis, in behalf of themfelve^s and the 
reft of tlie. planters and inhabitants of the faid ifland, was 
prefented to the Houfe, and read; fetting forth, tliat the . 
event of peace, amidft the general joy which it hath dif- 
fufed, hath excited in the breafts of the petitioners fenfa- 
tions no lefs of gratitude than of happinefs forthe invalua- 
ble bleffing it confers upon them in the reftoration of their^ 
ifland to the Britiih realms, and confequently in patting 
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sn end to tbe diftr^fles and lofles they have borne by their 
capture and detention in the enemy's hands for nearly two 
years} and that the petitioners, in^ contemplating the 
happy confequences of peace, have not reftrained their 
expectations from extending themfelves to the benefits of 
an open trade with America ; for, being confcious that 
their very exiftence, as a fugar colony, depends on fuch 
an indulgence, they flattered themfelves that Government 
would become fenfible of their fituatlon, it being not pc^ 
culiar to them alone,, but common to all the leeward fugar 
- Hlands ; they therefore hoped that no'obftacle would arife 
to their intcrcourfe with a country,, which, from its local 
and other natural advantages, hath afibrded the only pof- 
iible means of carrying on the cultivation of thofe iflandSj 
^d wit;hout the continued affiftance of which thofe iflands 
muft become ruinous to the proprietors of their lands^ and 
mfelefa burdens to the nation ; and that they have never 
alarmed themfelves with the leaft apprehenfion of Govem- 
' ment's prohibitmg their free communication with the 
United States of America from an idea of Nova Scotia 
and Canada's being competent to fupply them, it being an 
indifputable fa£l^ that the uncultivated ftate of the former 
province fubjefts it to almoft an entire dependence for its 
fupport on the more fouthern and fruitful provinces ; 
whilfl: Canada, from its diftance, and from its difficult, 
' and indeed impra£iicable, navigation during fix months of 

the year, cannot be regarded as a regular fource of fup- 
plies ; and that, being thus buoyed up with the hopes of 
renewing fo neceflary a trade, and forefeeing in their own 
conceptions no probable impediment thereto, they have ^ 
' been the more furprifed to hear that, in the period o£ their 
captivity, which withheld theiH from feeking and experi- 
encing, the clemency of Government, a misfortune which 
rather enhances than diminiihes their title to favours, that, 
in the very inftant of fuch their diftrefles, the ifland of 
Antigua hath availed herfelf of her more fortunate lot, 
and petitioned Government to be made a free port ; and 
that, if fuch an indulgence be granted to Antigua, and if 
the other iflands of the Leeward government be thereby 
excluded from a dire£l trade with America, it muft ulti* 
mately end in their ruin ; it would, through neceflSty, 
oblige the other iflands to fend to Antigua for provifions 
and lumber at. an enhanced expence, a meafure feverely 
burdenfome to them, and beneficial tcr Antigua alone, as 

it 
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it would in xio wife concur with the policy of Great Bri- 
tain^ ihottld fuch be her objed, to diminifii American 
imports, fuch an exclufive indulgence to Antigua would . 
alfo eftablifh it as the only mart through which the other 
iflands could procure a regular vent for their rum, and the . 
profits of it^ after deducing the heavy charge of. freight, 
would be reduced to a value very inadequate to the labour 
and expence of diftilling it ; and thefe difadvantage^, 
great in themfelvesi would be yet aggravated by unavoida- 
ble interruptions 'to the importation of fupplies from 
Antigua,, and that more efpecially in the hurricane 
months, when, from the dread of violent winds and' the 
ufually tempeftuous weather, the trading vefTels are moftly' 
laid u{>, and fcarcely any communication preferved betwixt 
theaflands; no veflels, during that period^ of tbc year, can 
be hired, unlefs at the moft exhorbitant prices,, and, zt^ 
ter all, the fuccefs of their voyage would be a very preca* 
rious dependence; but even at more favourable feafons, 
difapppintments would too frequently occur, from the 
windward (ituation of Antigua, and from the* calms and 
currents fo prevalent in thofe fcas ; nay, the very coaft of 
Antigua would increafe the evil, as, from its natural dif« 
advantages, all accefs to it is Angularly difficult; weak, 
therefore, as are her natural pretenCons to a free port, her ' 
eventual ones feem no Icfs fo ; for, if exclufive privileges 
are to be granted to any one ifland for its particular bene*^ 
fit,/ at the expence and manifell injury of the reft, a re* 
gard to the fuferings and lofles of thofe which have ht6n 
capturctd in the courfe of the war would, no doubt, in juf- 
tice and humanity, mark one of them as the fitteft obje£i: 
of partiality ; and that the petitioners, however, prefumc 
not to harboirf a thought fo injurious to the juftice and 
impartiality of Government, as to apprehend the poffibility 
of fuccefs to a petition from any one iiland, to the detri- 
ment q{ the reft, but having thus dated the dependehcc * 
of thele colonies on the continent of America, as well for 
the fale of their rum as forthe neccffary fupplies of lum- 
ber and grain, with which neither Great Britain nor any 
of, her territories can furnifti them but upon thef moft ruin- 
ous terms, muft alfo fubmit to the Houfe, as a farther 
reafonable plea for thus approaching them, their prefent 
embarrafled fituation, in confequence of heavy local taxes, 
additional duties on fugars in England, the reduced price 
of that article, and their late unfortunate crops; and 
Yoh.XY. Mm there- 
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therefore praying, that the Houfe will take the premifes 
Jnto their n^oft fcrious confideration, and grant them fuch 
relief^ as may feem meet. 

Ordered, That the fai4 petition do lie upon the table. 

June 28. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on a bill for en- 
abling all foldiers and failors who have ferved in the army 
or navy fince the firft of April 1763, toexercife trades in 
corporate towns, without having previoufly obtained the 
freedoms of fuch towns. ^ 
Sir James Sir James J.ohn/ionc ohkrvtAy the benefits of fuch a bill 
johnftonc. Q^ght in Juftice' to be extended to all thofe who had 
borne arms in the fervice of the Public, and therefore he 
. moved that the provifions of the bill be extended to all 
thofe who had ferved in the militia and fencible re- 
giments, and have been honourably difcharged. He fpokc 
ia a very audible voice, in order to draw the atten- 
tion of gentlemen to his motion ; for as he did, not like 
to fmuggle any thing through the Houfe, fo he did not 
wifti that his motion ihould pafs fub Jilentlo : if therefore 
any one thought the motion improper^ he had now a fak 
opportunity to oppofe it. ' ' * 

Mr. Med. MKAfedley was apprehenfive that fo many perfona 
><)•• would 'acquire parochial fettlements under this bill, that 

the pariihes would not be able to bear the burdens that 
. might fall, upon them in confequence" of it. The motion, 
as it was now worded, would take ii^ fubftitutes, a' clafs of 
^. men, who having ferved for hire, were not. in his opi- 

nion, entitled to the fame indulgence as thole who, torn 
from their families, and fire-fides, had borne the fatigue 
and hardfhips of a military life ; he therefore moved in 
amendment, «**rhat between the words who, and have ferved 
'< in the militia, be infqrted the following words, * having 
** been duly balloted •,' and between the words ferved, and 
' r. ' " in the militia, be inferted the following, < in perfon." 

Mr Robin- Mr. RGbinfpn thought the fubftitutes very proper objefts 
^•°* of national indulgence ; and ^therefore he was of opinion 

that the amendment oiight not to be admitted. However, 
\ finding the fenfe of the Houfe wetit with the amendment, 
, ^ he did not perfift in oppofing it ; and the amended motion 
paflifd without any farther debate. 
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The Houfc was then rcfumcd, and Mr* Gilbert brought 
up the Report from the Committee of Supply, on the , 
cxtraordinaries of the army. , • 

The refolutions having been read once, * 

Colonel Fit%patrick rofe : he laid he was very forry that Colonci 
he had been abfent from the Houfc when a converfation Fitzpatrick. 
took place on -Friday laft, relative to fome regiments that 
were to be reduced. Had he been prefent, he would Tiavc 
given a flat contradiftion to a report, to which he under- 
iiood an allufion had been made, that though the plan of 
reduftion which he had the honour to lay before Parlia- 
ment, ftated that only fixty-four regiments of infantry -. 
were to be kept on' foot, fome means would be contrived 
to keep lip fome more regiments, which were younger - 
thaft the fixty-fourth.. He could aflure the Houfe, that 
there was not a fliadow of ground for any fuch report ; 
and that the late Admvnift ration, in which he had the ho- 
nour to fill a fubordinatc fituation, never had *it in con- « 
templation, or in idea, to keep up a' greater number of 
troops than had been voted by" that Houfe. With refpeft 
to the oiB^cers of thofe regiments, whofe cafe had been 
mentioned on Friday laft, he could alfo aflure the Houfe 
that no promife had been -made to them by the late Admi- 
nift:ration, that they (hould continue to receive full pay, 
after the di{banding of their regiments \ but at the fame 
time he muft, in juftice to thofe gentlemen, fay that he 
always thought their cafe merited fome confideration ; for 
it was certain that under an idea that the eftablilhment at 
the end of this laft war would be as great as the laft peace 
cftablifliment, when feventy one regiments were kept up, 
they had made their exchanges and purchafes in thofe re- 
giments now to be difbandcd, as if they were not to be 
dilbanded at all j and therefore, as they would probably 
fuffer much injury to their private, fortunes, he thought 
fomething ought ;to be done for them 5 and be was not 
fingalar in that, opinion, for it was entertained by many 
<^cntlemen in the^ laft feffion of Parliament, totally uncon- 
neded with tlve late Adminiftration ; and alfo by the late 
' Commander in Chief, who, had that Adminiftration hf- 
ted, would certainly have recommended their pafe to the 
confideration of the Houfe. Qut of office as he himfclf 
was now, it could not be expefted that he fliould make 
^ny motion *on that fubjeft ; but if any one elfe would 
takfe the lead, he would give him his hearty fupport. He 

M m a added. 
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added, that ^is Maj.efty's' late Minifters would undoubt- 
edly have countenanced fuch a ftcp j andVhcn he had the 
mortification to communicate in his then official capacity^ 
to thofe regiments^ the difagreeablc intelligence, that they 
were to be included in the lift of regiments to be difbanded, 
it would have been, great confplation to him to have had 
it in his power to hold out to ' meritorious officers a prof* 
' pcdl of relief. 
fMr. chtn- - Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he had certainly alluded 
<Bcllor Pitt, to the report menti6ned by thd right honourable gentle- 
man (fiamely, that though the eftablifliment laid before 
Parliament was for no more than fixty-four regiments of 
infantry, ftill means were to be contrived to keep up fomc 
more.) ' But though he mentioned that report, he did not 
fay he believed it ; on the contrary, he lamented that the 
right honourable gentleman was not prefent, in order that 
he might have an opportunity fully lo contradifl, a3 he 
had now done, a report fo injurious to his friends : the 
Houfe muft now be fatisfied, from what had fallen from 
the right honourable gentleman, that the .public faith had 
not been pledged to the officers, whofe cafe had been 
the fubjeft of convcrfation on Friday, and that whatever 
claim they might have upon the humanity of the Houfe^ 
they had none "upon its juftice. 

. Here the matter refted. The refolutions of the report 
from the Committee were then read, a fecond time, and 
agreed to by the Houfe. 
yt/ir. Wr«- Mr, IVraxall begged leave to put a queftion to the Chan- 
*"• ' cellor of the Exchequer, fimply to aflc, when he intended 

to bring in his bill for the better management of the con* 
cerns of the Eail-India Company — The right honourable 
, gentleman muft be thoroughly fatisfied, that in the prefent 
po Aure of thofe aifairs, procraftination and delay would proba-i 
bly be attended with the moft feriousconfequences«<»- Would 
the right honourable gentleman affure the Houfe that wq 
were at peace in India ? He was fure he would not j for fhc 
lateft adviccs^from that country <;pntained very alarming in- 
telligence ^ that Tippoo Salb was ftill in arms in the Carna- 
tic; and that the French had not complied with the late treaty 
of peace, at leaft not with the fpirit of that treaty ; for the 
accounts lately received from India ftated, that four thou- 
fand European infantry, belonging to France, were at Pon- 
dichcrry, a place no way calculated for a garrifon or pfaee 
d^ar^Sf for the walls were mouldered away andrtbe glacis 
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was throirn into the ditch; fo that the only apparent motiire 
the French could have for keeping fo great a force in fuch a ^ 
place, could only be* that they might be at hand to affift 
Tippoo Saih« fiut it was not from the native powers only, 
or from them and the French united, that danger was 
now to be apprehended ; for though by the abilities, the exer- 
tions, and the energy of mind of Mr. Haflings, our poilef* 
fions in India had been defended sa\d prefervcwl by a pe;ace, 
fiill the diviiions which prevailed between our own fettle- • 
ments might well alarm us fpr their fafety. 

On the very laft day of the lail fei&oa of Parliament, an 
honourable member, who was not in the prefent Parliament, 
(General Smith) had earneftly recommended it to the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer, to turn his thoughts without a mo* 
ment's delay, to prevent the fatal confequences that might 
attend thofe divifions ; he was very ferry to fay, that thofe 
divifions were not healed ; for though it might not be altoge* 
ther generally known in that Houfe, it was but too true^ 
that Lord Macartney had a^hially refufed to obey orders lent 
to him by Governor Haftingi and the Supreme Council of 
Bengal— * The Houfe well knew that by repeated a£ls of 
Parliament, the Supreme Council had a fuperintending jurif* 
didion over all the Britiih (ettlements in India, and that they 
are all bound to obey its orders ; vyet in fpite of thofe a£ts of 
Parliament, Lord^ Macartney had [>o(itively refufed to obey 
the orders he had received from Bengal: thus were Bengal 

' and Madras at variance ; and from that variance every thing 
was to be apprehended-— The Houfe, therefore, muft fee the 
abfolute neceffity of taking up the bufmefs, and paffing.an 
ad to r^ulate the government of India. He wijfhed, . then^ 
the right honourable gentleman would, without delay, pro« 
ducc bis long-wiflied for bill by which the future go*ern» 
ment of India was to be eftabliflied. He wiihed not that it > 
ihould be a violent bill, like that which had overturned the 
late Adminiftration, but that it ihould at once unite rnode^ 
ration with efiScacy. It might be urged, he faid, that as to 
the divifions which al prefent prevail between Bengal and 
Madras, there was no very preffing necefTity on their ac* 
count for bringing forward immediately a bill fbr the better 
government of thefe fettlements, becaufe the Court of Di- 
reftors was at this moment veiled with fufficient powers^to 
heal thofe divifions '—He admitted that the Directors had 
thofe powers ; but torpid by nature, ajid lethargic by prin- 

' ciple, they had not yet thought proper to call them forth, 

and bring them into a£lion i for though they knew that the 

^ difpute 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



270 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1784- 

difptite between Calcutta and Madras, mrght poflibly endan- 
ger thofe poffeflions ; and though they knew, vjthat the dif- 
obedience of Lord Macartney to the orders of the Supreme 
Council, was contrary to law, the^y had not yet thpught,of 
recalling his Lprdfhip ; and by the neglecft of their doty, tliey 
were acceffaries to all the confequences df his Lord/liip's dif- 
obedience. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that as much of what muft 
celior Pitt,- be'^done for the futufe government of India, and of the Com- 
pany, would depend on the ftate of -its finances ; and as 
that ftate had' been referred to a Committee of the Houfe, to 
be there examined, it would not be expefted that he ihould 
propofe: any fyftem relative to India, until the Report of the 
Comti^ittee fliould have been thoroughly examined by the 
Ho^ufe ; nor could it be faiii that he had been re'mifs or guilty 
of any unneceflary delay in the bufinefs, for very few days 
indeed had' elapfed fince the Committee had made a Report 
to the Houfe, which Report the Houfe had orderted to be 
printed^ and it was only on this day that it had been delivered 
to the members *— He did not conceive it would be proper 
* for him to bring on .the bufinefs of the Eaft-India Company 
UQtil gentlemen fliould have had time thoroughly^ to examine 
the Report and to read, the Appendix annexed to it, which 
contained evidence very: material to the queftion. So far, 
^ * therefore, from thinkingthat tl\ere had been any unneceflary 
delay, that he muft pray the Houfe to put off for a few days, 
the Confideration of the printed Report, which ftood for to- 
morrow; for if he /hould go into the finite of the Company's 
finances to-morrow, he feared he fliould not be able to go 
t on Wednefday into the finances of the nation, which, ac- ' 
cording to notice, he intended to bring forward that day. 
He i^ncluded by moving, '* That the order for taking into 
* <« confideration on Tuefday the Reports on the ftate of the 
" Eaft-India Company's, affairs, be difcharged, and that. 
" a new otder be made for taking the fanie into con- 
** fideration on Friday next." The motion pafled without 
oppofition. 
Mr. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan begged leave to inform the right honourable 
^an. gentleman, tbat the a£l for appointing. Com miffioners to take 

*and ftate the public accounts would expire on Saturday 
' * fe'nnight ; and to afk him if he'intende.d to4)ring in a bill for 
continuing a commif&on from which fo 'nf)uch public advan- 
vaotage might be derived ? 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that it certainly was his in- 
tention to move for a bill to continue that cdmmiiiion ; but, 
I as 
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as the adl, now in force would not expire before Saturday 
ffc'nnight, according to the honourable gentleman, but ir 
his opinion not quite fo foon ; and as this, was Monday, the 
honourable.member and the Hou(e would fee, that there 
would be time enough to pafs a new a£l before the gld fliould 
expire^ though the former ihould not be brought in for fomc 
days to come. ' ' ' . " 

This ended the bufinefs of the day, and the Houfe ad- 
journed at five o'clock. 

June 30. . ' ' 

Mr. Martin made an apology forgot turning out feveral Mr.Martia 
Peers whom he ftw feated under the galierjjr ; he faidit was 
very natural for Lords as w^U as Commons to feel themfelves 
deeply interefted in the great bufinefs; that was this, day to 
be brought before the. Houfe (the opening of the Budget) 
and he felt no* inclination to Ihut them out on fuch a day, 
and the lefs fo, becaufe there had not been a debate of fuch 
moment in the Lords, as to induce him to put in execution 
the defign he had formeci of demanding admiflion to that part 
of the houfe of Loifds, which was open to thofe Commoners 
who had the honour of beihg related to the Peerage : but; he 
would have it underftood, that this was the only thing that 
prevented him from enforcing the Handing order for-exciud- 
ingJlrangers. / 

Mr. Dempjier faid, that a few days ago, wifliing to get mto-Mr. Detnp. 
the end of the Houfe of Lords where the throne ftands, he ^^^* 
afked one of the doorkeepers whether he fnight not get in at 
that end? 'The anfwer was, ** By no means, Sir." The 
cry of the Houfe to Mr. Martin was, " Move, move ;" upon 
which . , ' . ' ' i 

Mr. Hammet rofe, to requeft the honourable member would Mr. Ham^ 
not move-to enfprce the order : he faid, he underftood the ho- "*'^' 
nourable member had received intimation, that the Lords in- 
tended to provide in their houfe, accommodation for the 
Peers of the Lower Houfe— [Here was a loud laugh in every 
part of the Houfe] Mr. Hammet faid he poffibly might have 
faid fomething ridiculous, but he did not know what it was-— 
EThiaraifed a louder laugh than the former.] 

^ Mr, Martin replied, that he had been informed, a noble 
Lord, -a member of the Upper Houfe^ intended fome time 
ago to move, that a- gallery /hould be eredled for the ufe of \ 

the members of the Houfe of Commons ; but no fucn mo- 
tion had yet been made, nor could he guefs why It had not— 

How- 
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Howeyer, under all the circumftances, he wiihed the Houfe 
w6ttld not prefs him this day, to move for enforcing the 
ftanding order. 

It was a few minutes before five o'clock before Mr. Chan- 
cellor Pitt took his ^ feat in the Houfe; he apologifed for 
making them wait fo long, which he faid was occafioned by 
unavoidable bufinefs. 

The order of the day was" then re^d ; the Houfe went 
V ^ into a Committee of ways and meatis, and various docu- 

ments were referred to them* 
Mr. Chan- Mr. ' Chancellor Pitt then rofe to open the budget of the 
^Uor Pit! year— It was a talk, he faid, which*no man would covetj 
and which every man would believe was a tafl^ of neceffity 
and not of choice* . The neceffity of the country rendered 
the buiinefs of this day more heavy, and confequently more 
irkfome than it ever 'was on any preceding occafion to any 
Minifter 5 and he undertook it with a perfeft fcfife how 
unequal he was to the tafk, and how much he ftood in 
need of the indulgence of the Houfe. He had one com- 
fort^ however, which was, that he found this neceffity in 
the office which he iiiled ; he did not create it ; it was en- 
tailed upon the office by tbofe who were his predeceflbrs, 
and it became his duty to enter on a moft important weight 
of finance and taxation, as he n^ud not fuffer confi derations 
of perfonal pleafure to interfere with the exigencies of his 
office. He had confidence in the good fenfe and patriotifm 
of the People of England, that they would provide for the 
ncceffieiry fervices of the year,^ as well as for the remainder 
of that heavy load of debt which we had fo unfortunately 
incurred in the courfe of the laft moft expenfive war. We 
muft meet pur fituation fairly^ We muft look it in the face; 
, and he (hould confider himfe^f as wanting in feeling, duty, 
and gratitude, if he fliould decline, from motives of perfo- 
nal fecurity, the irkfome office of winding up the accounts 
of the war, and clofing them by the provifion of taxes that 
would anfwer the whole of what we owed. It was cer- 
- tainly a moft unpleafant thing to propofe a loan in a year 
of peace ; but gentlemen would remember, that it was yet 
but the fecond year of peace, and that yet we had not been 
able fo to regulate our eftabliffiments ^s to know precifcly 
what would be the amount of our civil expcnce. He could 
affur^ the Houfe, that Hi$ Majefty's prefent Minifters had 
attended with the utmoft affiduity to the reduftion of every 
branch sof the expencc of Government, and he trufted the 

bene- 
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benefits of thofe reduAions would be felt-^Inthe mean time ' 

he threw himfelf on the generofity and candour of the Hoiife 

while he proceeded to ftate the bullnefs of the day — • It was 

firft hi&duty to ftate the amount of the fervices of the cur-^ 

rent year, mewing what were already provided for, what 

were already voted, and what yet remained both of fupply 

and ways and means to be brought forward. It was, fecondly, 

his duty to ftate the amount of the unfuhded debt, and th^ 

mode which he propofed to fettle that moft important , ac^ 

count. And, thirdly, he would ftate to the Commjttee the 

taxes which he propofed to move for, as likely to produce 

the neceftary annuities for the loan as well as for the un<^ 

funded debts. 

And firft, he iliould ftate the ampunt of the current fer* 
vices of the year — The navy .amounted to three millions one 
hundred fifty^ine thoufand fix hundred and ninety pounds; 
the ordnance to Hx hundred ten thoufand one hundred forty*- 
nine pounds ; and the army to the fum of four millions fixty* 
four thoufafid five hundred ninety-four pounds, from which, 
however, there was to be deduced a fum of favings, amount- 
ing to four hundred twenty-three thoufand pounds, which 
had bden voted in a former year,, 1)ut which were faved ; th^ 
a&ual fum of the army, therefore, was three millions fiis: 
hundred forty thoufand eight hundred fourteen pounds for 
the fervice of^the current year. The deficiencies amounted 
to one hundred and fixty-feven thoufand fix. hundred and (^ ^ 
venty pounds. 'Xhe fum of Exchequer bills in circulation 
was two millions five hundred thoufand pounds, and whicl^, 
in ftating the current Ter vice, muft be provided for.; though 
it was his idea, that for the ptefent feffion they might be pro* 
vided for by iffuing an equal number ; befides, there were 
already voted for the Levant Company, eleven thoufand ei^ht 
hundred and thirty pounds, and two other fmall fums, which 
aade the whole of the fervices for the year already voted 
amount to eight millions eight hundred forty-three thoufanil 
tWe hundred and ten pounds, and for which the Hpufe had . 
•nly provided two millions feven hundred and §fty thoufand 
pounds, by the land and malt-tax bills. Befides this .fum, 
there were yet^various things to be taUf n iato the notice pf 
the Houfe, as yet to be voted for the fervice of the year->- 
There were two millions due to the bank of England, which ^ 
Aey had lent to the Public, as a douceur for thejenewal 
ef their charter; but lie had fucb confidence in the patriotifm 
mad p«bUc fpirit pf tbAl Company, and ia tlws defire of 

VojL. XV. N o affifting 
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affifling thq nation wheriever they could do it without injury 

to their own inter^ft, that he believed means might be found 

* to fatisfy the Bank witlYout repayment of the fum this year; 

^ but it was to be confidered in the amount of the fervices — 
There was a funt of one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
wanted to replace fums voted out of the civil lift by addreffes 
of the Houfe. Xn fpeaking of the civil lift he muft alfo in- 
form the lioufe, that notwithftanding allthe care which had 
been tak6n to make it equal to ^he expence, there was yet 
an accumulating arrear which would oblige Minifters to 
come to the Houfe, an8' which would in future be ftatcd td 
V them at large. The next feryice to be voted was twenty- 
five thoufand pounds for Somerfet houfe ; and there werefe- 
Ycral othe,r fervices, fuch as the government of Nova Scotia, 
and the African Company; and altogether the amount of the 
current fervices would* be no lefs ttian fourteenf millions one 

^ hundred eighty-one thoufand two^hundred and forty pounds. 

Towards this fum the Houfe had already granted the land 
and malt taxes — The two millions due to the Bank would 
; be poftponed *— The fum of the Exchequer bills would be 

provided for by iffuing of the fame quantity — He would take 
the finking fund up to the 5th of April 1785, for no more than 
one million, and he was well warranted in faying, t,hat for 
fo much.it would certainly be produ£tive — He was alfo to 
ftate there were in the Exchequer the fum of one hundred 
thoufand pounds of furplufles, which would go towards the 
fervices of the y^ar — Thefe, therefore^ making ajtogethei? 
upwards of eight millions, there would remain fix millions 
ftill to be provided for. 'i 

It was, undoubtedly, he fald, an ungracious thing to be 
, under the neceffity of borrowing money in peace ; but, as 

he had already ftated, we were fo lately relieved from a bur- 
. denfome War, that we were npt* yet able to level-^ur eftablifli^^ 
ments. In fettling a loan for this ft^m of fix millions, he 
had carried into execution what he had fuggefted on a for- 
mer occafion, a fair and fubftantial cofhpetition between two 
fets of money-lenders. It was fettled that the lenders fhould 
receive one hundred pounds of three per cents.; fifty 
pounds of four per cents. , five fhillings and fix-pence of 
long annuities, and three-fifths of a lottery ticket, in i lot* , 
♦ tery of thirty-fix thoufand tickets, for every hundred pounds 
which they advanced. He trufted that the Houfe would coht 
fider ,thefe terms as beneficial. By the lateft accounts, frpm 
the Stock Exchange the day before, the three per centSi 
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wer at fifty-nine one-half, from which, in fettling the 
terrrts, one and qne-half was to be taken as the half year s in- 
tereil then due; and therefore allowing in both the fund 
for thrs intereft, the terms which were fettled were a» 
follow : . £, s. d* 

' One Hundred pounds of three per cents* ta- 
ken at -<- — — * — 57 o o 
Fifty pounds of four per cents. . — '37 8 9 
Five {hillings and fix pence of a long annuity, 
valued at — , — , — 4 



275 



Thofe together amounted to' *— -^ ^ 99 

And this in fad was all that the Public had to 
pay ; but it was not all that the money-lenders 
.were to neceive. The lottery ticket was not out' 
of the pifblic pocket, but it was a valuable dou- 
ceur. ' - 

The three-fifths of a lottery ticket was valued 
at — '— 2 



17 ii{ 
19 ai 



So 



In calculating this matter, it might perhaps 
alfo be taken , into thfe view of the Houfe, t$e 
bene^t which the money-lenders might gain by 
thedifcount. This was only a probable gain, 
fince it depended on their prompt payment. He 
would, however, ftate what that difcount was, 
that the Houfe might be in" poffefiiori of the 
whole of the douceur. According to the term? 
of payment in his motion, the difcount wobM 
amount to • * — x — — 
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And therefore the whole fum thus flated, - 

.would be for every hundred pounds £^^3 ^4 4| 

Thefe, he (aid, were, in his mind, terms ample and faffi- 
cient for the money-lenders, and beneficial to the Public. 
He tUbught that the competition had been produflive of 
much good. He aflUred the Houfe, upon his honour, that 
not one {hilling of the loan was teferved by him. One 
condition of the bargiiin, before it was fl:ruck, was, that 
the holders of the loan fliould .have the excltifive diftribu* 
tion of it, and that the only referve fhould be the* ufual fum 
;for the public companies. Thefe terms being previously 
^iettled. and a}fo that the loweft bidder ihould, in the fair 
/ N n a and 
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«il4 real competition, be preferred ; it was amed by both, 
that there (liould he one hundred pounds^ of three per cents, 
at fifty-feven, and fifty pounds of four per cents, at thirty-^ 
feven pounds eight {hillings and nine-pence as he had ftated, 
tcigether with the lottery ticket ; and the article upon which 
they were feverally to make the oflSer, was the long aiinuity. 
Both lets made an offer, and there was the difference of a 
fi^ pence jbetween them; and he .accordingly clofed the 
bargain, as he had dated, at five /hillings and fix pence. 
This, then, was the bargain, a^id he trufted it would be 
confidered as fair to both parties. It was not for the inte- 
left of the Public that the money-iendei'S Aiould fu^fer ; and 
again it would be unpardonable m htm if he had concluded 
a bargain, in time of peace, on unreafonable terms. 

The next obje£b to which he defired to draw the attention 
of the Houfe, was the unfunded debt. It was his mpft anx- 
ious wifh.to haVe brought forward and> provided a fund for 
the whole of this dd>t ; the $«nount of the 

Unfunded navy was — — i3»ooo,cxx> 
I ordnance — ^ - — i,ooo,ocx> 



Ixj^OOOyOOO 

He wiflied, be faid, to have funded the whole of this fum, 
that we might have wound up the account of the war, and 
by that means be able to fee the whole of our fituation, and 
have the comfortable refledtion that we had reached the end 
of our exigencies, and had compa&d the obligations we 
were under. This was his anxious defire, for tne purpofe 
of eAabl.ifliing our credit, and df Viewing the world that 
we were equal to the engagements into which we had en- 
tei^. The money-lenders, however, and Other gentlemen 
eon verfant with the Stock Exchange, with whom he had 
treated on the fubje<St, affured hi«n that fuch a quantity of 
ioating flock coming into the market, muft materially af* 
k&i the price of the ftocks, and. that in particular they 
could notfumifh the loan at terms, fo good. After an ar- 
duous effort for the whole, he was obliged to compound the 
bufinefs, and therefore he propofed to nmd fix miiitons fix 
hundred thoufand pounds of the unfunded fourteen millions. 

At the fame time, however, as the unfunded debt bore an 
intereft of four per cent, it was his intention to propofe 
taxes which fiiould produce the fum of four per cent, for 
the remainder of the. outftanding debt which was not now 
to be funded ^ fo that in a future feffion, when a lund was 
to be provided for this remaining fum,^ nothing farther 

would 
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m^fould be- wanted jtban the difference t>etween four per cenC^ 

«ipd the terms which it might be judged nece/Iary to give tQ 

tb^ fuSfcrib^rs to fi^h fund, on fuch operation ; and thi$ h9 

f^d would not be a difficult talk. .The weight of the bufi^ 

nefs would now be got over, and the world would perceivj^ 

$U) evident and ferious difpofition in Government to fupport 

the credit of the couptrv, and the fsiitfi of the nation. 

Taking therefore all tnefe things together, the annu/ty on 
tlw fum to be borrpwed^ and the intereil of four per cent. 
9n the r^maindef of the unfunded debt» he had to provide 
by tbe taxes which be ihould propofe abovit nine hundred 
tboufand pounds a ye^r. Of this fum/ 

The annuity on the loan would be — - — 315,000 

Ii^tereft of the debt to be funded, would be 
fyfp^mk^ uaore than --^ — - ' — S^S^ooo 

Ajod the intereft of four per cent, on the remain- 
^r of the unfunded debt, if it fhould jimount to 
"bvefi li^iUioiis of pounds, would be in ali <-* 2t8o,fOOO 

" •'• " ■ " ^f 
^910,000 

li was always his idea, he faid, that a fund at a high rate 
ff iotereft was better to the couniry than thofe at low , 
rates ; that a four per cent, was preterabte to a three pec 
l«at. 9Ja4 a five per cent, better than a four^ The reafoa 
Waf, that in all operations of finance we ibould have in out 
vi^w a plan pf rediemption^ GtaduaUy to redeem and td 
e^in^guilh our debt, owght ever tq be the wife purftiit ol . . 
Giover^menl:, and every fchenie and operation of finance 
ihouid be diredted to that end} and managed with that view* 
With thofe fentiments he certainly fhpuid have preferred to 
teve fettled the loan in a five per q^crt. fond > but the moneys* 
lenders informed him, that it was too. much to bring into 
tiie market in any one fund, takifig it together with the un* 
fiinied debt, and therefore he had only leave to make his 
option between the loan and fubfcription, which of the two 
be would chufe to prefer for the five per cent, fund ; and h» 
made his election of the latter. 

fih neafon^ were, for chuCng the fubfcription in prefei* 
fencie * tjO tbe ioan for the new fund of five per cent, firft^ 
tbatt undoubtedly the new fund was an experiment ; and that 
if isvesi the experiment (Hould fail, the mifchief would be 
lefs material in the fubfcription than in the loan. We might 
adventure on this new ground with more confidence in the ^ 
pjfte cafe than the orher. . The holders of navy bills and oi^ . 
dojkoce debentures were already comn^jtt^d; they haid al- 

.ready 
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ready trufted the Public; ^whereas if this new fund had been 
offered to the other, we (hould have h^d to combat with 
all the caprices of the money-lenders, and with all the in- 
difpofition which he confefled there Was in the market to 
a high rate of intereft. 

This indifppfition of the public to a five per cent, fund 
wasgiveA when he threw out this idea before, astheprinci- 
^ pal argument againft the adventure. It was true that it 

was not To well relifhed ; but the tdea of redemption was 
ever prefent to his mind. The public ought never to look 
on redemption as a chimerical idea ; for independent of every, 
other advantage, the impreflion which it gave *to the world, 
the profpeft which it held out, and the, difpofition m our- 
felves which it mahifefted, was favourable to our credit. 
But it was faid that the public would objedl to a five per 
cent, fund, becaufe it hiight be at any time redeemed with- 
out fuffering, and the money-lenders had no certainty in 
fuch a fund. Might not this, however', be got over by ren- 
dering the propoled fund*' irredeem?ible for a flatedtirne? A 
five per cent, fund, eflimating it /at the prefent rate of the 
feveral funds/ might, with confidence, be fuppofed to bear 
the price of ninety-five, and that was the pric^ which it 
ought to bear. At whatever lefs he took it, fo much more 
we were obliged to pay upon account of this fund, than 
what we might t^anfadl the butinefs for in the other funds.. 
But he thought we might permit the fund to, be taken two 
jper cent, lower, and ftill make an* advantageous bargain for 
the Public. To eftimaie that fund at ninety -three^ and to 
make it irredeemable for thirty years, the lofs would be two 
ihillings ; but even with this prefent lofs per cent, we fhould 
be crt)nfiderably advantaged by the redemption at the end of 
thirty years. 

• There was another plan in his eye, which perhaps he 
fhould prefer; and that was, to make it irredeemable until a 
certain proportion fliould be redeerned of the prefent exift- 
ing funds. This, in opr prefefnt circumftances, he did not 
confider as an improper idea, for the other funds would now 
be the moft advantageous for fuch an operation of finance ; 
and certainly of all other funds the four per cents* would 
be the mofl eligible. It was his idea that this fund might 
be made irredeemable until twenty five millions of the pre- 
fent exifling funds fhould be redeemed. ' ^ 

Having premifed this, he faid it was his intention to pro- 
pofs to the Committee to create a new five per cent, flock, 

• • I irre- 
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irredeemable either foi: a time, or until twenty-five millions 
of the old funds fhould be cxtinguifliW, and to eflimate 
this ftock at ninety-three. He had lately given his opinion^ 

' on the facrednefs of public faith, and on the ftridt regard 
which was to be paitJ to every engagement ^iilto which we 
entered. In the fettlement of this new fundj regard, how- 
ever, fhould be paid to the titles of the feveral holers of 
the unfunded debt. Their preterifions were by no means 
equal, and in order, therefore, to do fair jufiice both to the ' 

Public and the holders, it was his idea to divide them into 
clafles. The futti which "he propofed to fund would bring 
down the navy bills to the end of June, 1 782. By dividing 
them into clafles of three mc^iths each, the principle of fair- 
nefs might be purfued. 

The nrft clafs would take in the holders of bills in June, 
July, and Auguft, 1781; and as they 'had held them fo 
long fn their hands, it was his idea that they fhould be ta* 
ken at par, by which they would have a profit ample and 
.abundant, for it would amount to eight per cent. To re- 
duce them to a ftandard of equality, in proportion to fhfc 
time which they had Teverally held them, was the objedk 
which he had in view: and perhaps to take them at the dif- 

. count in the mtirket would be a, fair way. By the equa- 
lizing rule, therefore, the next clafs- containing, the next 
three months of September, Odlober, and November, 1781,^ 
fliQuld be taken at a difcouiit of four per cent. The next 
three months >t a difcount of one pound more; and the 
next and.Iaft clafs, containing four months, to bring it 

. down to the period at a ftill farther difcount of one pound. 
By this means it was that the intereft on this five per cent, 
ftock would amount to feme what more than three hundred 
and fifteen thoufand pounds a year. He trufled that the 
Houfe would agree with him in his ideas on this propofitiort; 
and he would now proceed to ftate the taxes which he ♦ ' 
thought would be proper for the produd^jon of this im- 
menfe fum. 

In order to pay the^ intereft of the loan, ^and the intereft 
of the remaining unfunded debt, an annual fum amounting 
to fomething more than nine hundred thoufand pounds 
would be to be raifed ; he therefore was come at the moft 
painful part of the talk he had to go through.that day, viz^ 
the propofing taxes to be laid on the Public to'proauce fo 
laifge a fum. He lamented exceedingly' that it fl>ould be ne- . , 
ceSiiTy to impofe fo heavy a burden on thofe who were fo 
deeply laden already, but the neeeility was too obvious, 

and 
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aad could not be avoided. In feleding fuch taxes as would 
produce the enormous fum of nine hundredthoufahd pounds 
the tafk was extremely difficult, and extremely difagreeablc. 

' The firft obje£l:' that his duty led him to look to, in the 
choice of additional taxes, was to hit »upon fuch as fliould 
be moft likely to be produftive; and it was, as'^the Commit- 
tee, muft be convinced, impoffible to fipd taxes extremely 
produ(Sfive that were not at the fame time extremely bur- 
denfome. In executing this very difagreeable duty, he had 
a£led to the beft of his judgement, and chofen l^ich out of 
the 'many that had fuggefted themfelves to his mind, and 
been fuggefted to him by others, as appeared to be the moll 
likely to be produ6live, and at the fame time were the moft 
.equitable. In hazarding n^ taxesj a great deal muft, una- 
voidably be trufte4 to experiment.; it was impoffible, there- 
fore, for any per (on in the fituatioh that he ftood in, to 
anfwer for the exa£b fums they were to produce ; all that 
he or any Chancellor of the Exchequer' coqld do, was to 
reduce their calculations upon the produce of new taxes as 
pear to a certainty as poflible ; and after all, a great deal 
xnu ft depend upon trial, whence alone their defe£ts could be 
difcovered, and new regulations applied to aflift their collec- 
tion, and'increafe their produce. There had been deiicien* 
cies in all the new taxes^ which deficiencies had been in a 
great degree cured by the fubfequent regulations that Parlia« 
ment had ftom time to time made wi^th refpedl to thofs 
taxes; in like manner muft the Hpufe proceed with the 
taxes he was about to propofe. One objection he could 
forefee, and that would be a general one, would be made to 
the pcoppfition which he meant to bring forward wasu that 
the taxes to be faifed were unexampled. He begged gentle- 
men to confider that the circamftance tinder which they 
were neceflary, had no precedent in our hiftory. He trufted 
at the fame time that no exception would be thought folid 
or efl&cient, which did not by fair and logical dedudtion out- 
weigh the advantage which muft arife from any particular 
tax on the whole. He doubted not but gentlemen were of 
opinion with him, that at this time it was impoffible to fe- 
le£l any tax which would not be an objeft of diflike to 

- thatclafs of men on whom it operated moft fenfibly; and 
^therefore when all others were convinced of its. utility and 
propiriety, their murmuring ought not to defeat it. That 
they ihould prove unexceptionable to that Houfe and to the 
Public, was» he was aware, a great deal more than he ha4 
any right to exped ; he hoped, however, they would b^ 
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fiM]iidfotfar'miexcq>tionable, diat there coald not beftated 
any fandamental and capital objections agarnft them. 

Having ^hus prefaced the fnentidfi of them, Mr. Pitt faid^ 
the article he meant to propofe, as tlie ifirft of thp long cata- - 
lo^e of taxation he had to ftate to the Committee, was an 
article of fuch general confumptfon, that it was almbft iii 
univerfal ufe ; he meant a tax upon hats. The objedi of 
this tax, he obferved, wasof fo nhany diffe^rent defcriptions, 
that it wiis impoffible for him to follow them, or to appor- 
tion his tax according to the various qualities and prices of 
the hats that were worn by the various orders of perfons in ' 

this kingdom ; he was obliged, therrfore, to divide them 
into general ckfles, hats made folely of felt, and hats in the 
manu&fture of which there were other materials mixed« 
Upon the latter^ he meant to lay a tax of two ihillings each 
bat/ and a tax of fix-pence a hat on thefe made of felt. 
According to the moft accurate account of the quantity of 
hats manufaAured in this kingdom that had been handea to 
him, it appeared that four millions were manufaftured every 
year, of which feven hundred and fifty thoufand were ex- 
ported. Say, therefore, that three millions were ufed in the 
Qcingdom^ and one-third of that number was of felt, and 
the remaining two-thirds mixed, the produce of the tax 
Would be one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, at which 
fum he took it. This tax undeniably, and at firft fight, 
affedted all ranks of men in this country; but recourfe to 
things of this kind, in whicli as much certainty as poffible 
with regard to the produce might be obtained, was now in- 
^ifpenfable. This was the only apology he had to fuggeft 
-for any. part of the difagreeable and unpalatable duty he was 
now under the neceflity of performing ; but he thought it 
would chiefly fail upon the opulent, becaufe they undoubt- 
edly ufed the greateft number of hats in the year ; on tb^ 
lower clafs of people the tax would fall very light, be- 
caufe he conceived the poor, Virho wore felt hats, had not a 
new one each individual above once in two years. 

The next article he fliould propofe, was alfo an article of 
wearing apparel ; it might therefore be conjedlured that he 
was about to proceed regularly from the crown of the heafl 
to the folc of the foot, and lay a tax upon every part of the 
human cloathing, but that v^as not his intention; as the 
tax he had mentioned was upon an article con fumed fplely 
•and exclufively by men, fo the tax he was about to mention 
"Would aiFeft articles worn as exclufively, excepting only ob 
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occafions like the occailon juft over> viz. at a general eledion* 
by the other fex ; it was a tax upon ribbands ; to which 1^ J 
ihould add a tax upon another cbmmodity wore folely by \ 
women^ a tax upon a certain defcription of gauzes. Both ^ 
^hefe articles were cleaHy luxuries, as. they were not necef- \ 
r fary to the ploajthipg' of any part of the' human body, but 
Were confidered^ even by the wearefs themfelves, as men 
ornaments of their perfons. In order to come at the quan- 
tity/ of ribbands made in the kingdom^ he had procured an 
exad account of the number of looms employed in weaving 
that manufadlure, and he found the ampunt to be more than 
twenty-five thoufand, and that each loom made fo many 
. > thoufand yards per week, that the whole produced feventy* 
one million one hundred and thirty-fix thoufand yards a 
year; allowing therefore for the number of looms occa- 
fionally idle and unemployed, and taking them at nineteen 
thoufand, the produce would be one hundred and twenty 
, thoufand pounds, laying the tax proportionally to the width 
' and fubilance of the ribbands £rom a penny upon a dozen 
yards, up to a penrty per yard. 

The third article he would mention, was undoubtedly a 
neceflary of life, viz. coals, but as • the duties on coals ftood 
at prefent, they were exceedingly unequally laid^ it was 
. manifeflly painful to him to tax that, without which we 
could not fubfift. He would truft, hQwever, that the pa- 
triotifm and good fenfe of the People would reconcile them 
to the idea of thi^ very fevere burden;: but the aim of 
this tax was rather to oblige thofe who did not pay th« 
fame duties, as were paid by all who lived in London, and, 
who were fupplied with coals out of the port pf London, 
than to lay an additional tax on thofe who paid the high du- 
ties upon that article. The laft duty impofed upon all coals 
imported into the port of London, was a ^uty of three 
fhiUings per chalder. This had originally been a local 
duty, it having been impofed tt raife a fund for the build* 
ing of churches in the city. In the original imposition qf 
it, therefore, it certainly was perfeftly juft _ to make the 
' city of London, which was benefited by having the 
churches in queftion built, bear the ^expenceekcluSvely, 
but as foon as the purpofe was compleated, it was coo- 
iidered as a public duty, and lo it had continued ever fince; 
Ivhat he meant, therefore, was to by the fame duty upon 
^ coals ufed in inland confumption, and for exportation, 
which he conceived was nothing more than was perfedly 
juft and equitablei fince no duty was paid btt( the five flm- 
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lings port duty, at^ any other port than that «f London, 
while the port of London paid eight fhillings,^ and nothing 
was paid on the confumptioji of coals unlanded or exported 
into Ireland, He faid, he was aware, that it might be obi 
jefted, that this fax would materially aflfeS our manufac- 
turing towns; in order to obviate any o&jfeCkions of that 
kind, he wiihed ,to exempt manufa£tures of a particular 
defcription ; thefe, he faid, who had a competition with . , 

manufaSures of other countries. He thought we ought to 
flretch every point that our manufadlures, which dealt ia 
articles in which they were likely to be rivalled by othjBrs^ 
ought to be able to meet? then) on equal terms, both in fo- 
reign markets and our own, that they might not be under- ^ 
fold either at home or abroad. An exemption from the.prer 
-fent duty ought, therefore, in his opinion, to be extended 
to all fuch manufa<Skures, and to no others. But an exem^* 
tion of this kind required fo much delicacy and attention in 
the application, that he thought it deferved a Committee to 
confider and point out the proper objeAs of it; He Aiould 
propofe it to be r^ulated by drawbacks, appropriate^ to the 
I extent of their refpeiftive confumptions. But great care 
i' would be neceffary that thefe indulgences were not abufed, as 
fome might injure the tax by having drawbacks for more than 
they confumed, and by that means fupply others who had 
I no claim on the exemption. The calculation, he faid, was , 

I uncertain, but he thought he ihould not be far from the 
; 9iark, ftating the, neat produce at about one hundred and 
I fifty thoufand pounds. 

The fourth fubjeft of his propofed taxes, was /a tax upon 
an animal' that certainly might be- deemed a luxury, tljpugb 
: extremely ufeful, and of which there was a vaft. number in 
the kingdom, he meant a tax upon horfes. He faid, he 
meant not to comprehend every defcription within the view 
of this lax, but to exempt all horfes ufed for the purpofes of 
^ trade and agriculture, and to cpnfine it to horfes kept for the 
iaddle, or to bp put in carriages ufed folely for pleafure, and 
i which might fairly be termed horfes kept* for the purpofe of 
! luxury. He efti mated the number of horfes kept for car- 
i tiages in proportion to the number.of horfes kept for the fad- 
die, as one to three, or as fifty to one hundred and fifty. — 
i The amount of thetax he fhould propofe to be ten fliillings 
a year for each horfe; and when it was confidered, that aU 
ilijQfl: 'every farmef in the kingdom kept at leaft one horfe for 
the faddle, it was not too high a. calculation to rate the num- 
l^ at fourteen in every parifli j he ellimated the produce, 

Oo2 there 



Digitrzed by VjOOQ IC 



-i«4 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1784^ 

theteMkt of this tax, at one huxu[red thoufand pounds; aol 
he flattered himfelf, he put it coniiderably under what its 
trpe amount was likely to be -^ He flated« that in order to 
prevent evafion, it was meant that a ftamp or peculiar mark 
was to be put, not upon any part ojf the bedy of the animal, 
but to be affixed to fome part of the furniture and accoutre- 
ments of each horfe, by way of proving that the tax bad 
been paid, jand that the owners of fuch as did not wear this 
ftamp, were to be liable to a penalty. 
The next tax he propofed was a^ additional excife duty on 

Erinted and ftained linens and callicoes-— Thefe articles, he 
kid, were more than twenty per cent, cheapernow than they 
bad been during the war, and cotton was alfo much cheaper. 
As the laft duties h;^d not at all checked the confumption of 
thefe manufadlures ; but as, on the contrary, their confumpt 
tion and ufe were confiderably inctealing, it appeared to him 
to be an article^ that without any detriment would bear an 
additional duty ; he meant, therefore, to propofeto the Com** 
.mittee, an additional duty of about ten per cent, according 
jto the quality. This ne^ duty there would be no expence 
in colle^ing) and the produce of k he eftimated at one hun- 
dired and twenty thoufand pounds. 

The fixth article of his intended taxes was a neceflary of 
life, and a neceflary as indifpenfable with the pooreft as with 
the richeft family in the kingdop a.- It was an article which, 
however, had not been touched fince the reign of Queen 
Anne; and which he was ferioufly concerned that he was un-* 
der, the hecefllty of fubje^ing to a new impoft ; the. truth 
was, nothing but the urgency of prefent exigence fhould have 
driven him to this and feveral other refources, which, how- 
ever, lie trufted, would occafion the leCs uneafinefs, as the 
' duty on them would be but fmall — But although the poor 
would bd-affe6led by it, ftill what he meant to propofe would 
^Sk&. the poor in fo very trifling a degree, that he flattered 
himfelf there would be no objeftion to it. What he meant 
was an additional duty on candles, of fo fmall an amount as 
one half-penny in the pound -^ He faid, he was aware, that 
candles had been uniformly exempted from all the late taxes, 
from a confideration of its being fo immediately a necefl&ry 
*pf life; but when the operation of the trifling tax he meant 
. to lay upon candles was examined, the Committee would fee 
it would not bear hard upon the pooreft; if he had been 
rightly informed, about ten pounds of candles was the amount 
or the confumption of the loweft order of houfekeepers ; the 
family of our pooreft pottagers, tbpr^fore^ wopld only pay five 
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MQGe a year to this tax. He e(Umated the produce at oo^ 
biKidred thoyfaiid pounds.^ 

The next tax he ihould propofe, was a duty to be paid oxi 
liceiiifes to be granted to traders dealing in excifeahle. coni-* 
modities^-Thily he faid, was a plan that had been fecom* 
mended by the Commiflioners of the Board of Excife, and 
. even defired by many refpeflt^ble amd capital dealers in the 
fqrt of goods, vthe venders, of which were to be the obje6k of 
it. The produce of it he eftimated at eighty thoufand 
pounds. 

Being called to by Mr^ Fox, who defired to know at what 
rate thefe licenfes were to be charge4, Mr. Pitt faid, if the 
Houfe thought proper,, he would go through the detail ; upon ^ 
which Mr. Fox defired to know only the higheft and loweil " 
charges— r Mr. Pitt then ftated, it was a matter of fopie dif- 
iiculty, to fix the precife price of the feveral licences, which, • 
under this article, it would be neceffary to allow — Thediftil- 
fers, he thought, might be about fifty pounds, on account 
of fome advantages which he fpecified as peculiar to that line 
of bufinefs. Brewers, diftillers of vinegar, and printers of 
of callico, might be rated at ten*pounds ; and a greats many 
other intermediate dealers in the fame defcription of goods^ 
according, to the extent and profit of their refpe£live modes 
of bufinefs, would be fubje£ted to five, or four, or three 
pounds, according as it w«uld be judged neceilary to adjufl 
the tax proportionably to each. He did not, however, doubts 
but the tax would, on the whole, be pretty unexception^ 
able* ' 

The eighth tax he Ihould propofe, was a tax on bricks* 
and tiles — There were^ he laid, according to the moft 
accurate accounts! that could be obtained, one hundred and 
five millions of bricks made and ufed in and near London; , 
near Manchefter, near, Birmingham, and in the reft of the 
niiddle counties about the fame quantity; and the fame quan-> 
tity again throughout the reft of the kingdom — He meant, 
therefore, to lay a tax of two fliiJlings and fix pence a thou-^ 
fand on bricks. He eftimated the annual confumption at 
three hundred, mill ions ^ the produce he ihould take at (fifty 
thoufand pounds only, including the fum to be drawn hy a 
duty on tiles, , 

The, next tax he had to propofe, was a tax upon qualifi- 
cations for ihooting, and upon deputations taken out from 
lords of manors to kill game — • He faid, it had not been in 
bis power to afcertain the number of manors in this kingdom ; 
U^t calculating that there were thre^ people in every parifh 
4 who 
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who qualified themfelves to kill game, and he could icarcelj 
fappoie* there were fo few; charging them with a guinea 
each upon rcgifteriug their qualification with the clerk of 
the peace, he fhould fuppofc it would at leaft produce thirty 
thopfand pounds. 

His next tax was an additional tax upon paper — The 
quantity of this article confumed yearly had not decreafed, 
by the late duties having been impofed, and from fts bulk 
and weight it could not eafily be fmuggled — He fhould pro- 
J>ofe, therefore, one third of the prefent duty ; and the Com- 
niittee would lee that the colleflion would be no additional 
e^pence. He eftimated the produce of this tax at eighteen 
tl^oufand pounds. 

The tenth and laft tax he had to fubmit to their confidera<- 
- - tion, was a tax peculiar to the metropolis, a tax* upon hack- 

ney coaches — He meant that the keeper of each figure fhould 
pay five {hillings weekly for a licenfe; and whwithe great 
profits of the profeffion were confidered, and the avidity with 
which figures were applied for, he flattered himfelf, this tax 
would not be thought oppreffi^. He eftimated i^sprodace 
at twelve theufand pounds. . . 

Thefe were the feveral articles of taxation to which he had 
turned for the prefent — It would be vain and idle to fuppofe 
all or any of them unexceptionable; but the neceffity of the 
Public did not leave it in hi^ option to deal otherwife than, 
openly and fairly. The wants of Government were many- 
the finances of the country had been much reduced, and it 
was proper, it was neceflfary to look our real fituation man- 
fully in 'the face. It had been, his defire to do fo; and un- 
der that fentiment he produced the lift of taxes to which he 
had called the deliberation and afliftance of the Committee. 
The whole might probably amount to fomewhat more than 
the fum which he had propofed to raife ; but feveral defici- 
encies might occur, where we could not either forefee or 
prevent them : be would, however, before he fat down, 
briefly recapitulate the whole, that the Committee might fee 
them in one conneSed point of view. 

Hats, fix pence on the low, and two fhillings 
on the higher, - - - • , - 150,000 

RibT)ands and a certain defcription of gauzes, one 
penny per dozen yards, - - - ^ I20,00Q 

Coals, three /hillings per chalder to inland 
' confumers, > •. - - - , 150,000 

Carried over 420,000 
Horfcj^ 
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Brought over 420,000 
. Horfes, at ten Shillings a head, - - - ' 100,000 ' 

Printed and ftained linens and callicoes, adutly from 
three pcnbe up to one ihilling per yard, and equal 
to ten percent. - - - - ^ 120,000 

V Candles, one half-penny per pound, - • * 100,000 

Licenfe to petfons dealing in excifeable commodi- 
ttes, from one pound to fifty pounds - - 80,000 

Bricks and tiles, two millings and fixpence on 
every thouiand, - - -- - 50,000 

Qualifications ef fliooters, and deputations from 
lords of the manor, one guinea per head • • 30^000 

Paper, one third additional duty, - - 18,000 

Hackney coaches, five Ihillings a week additional 
duty, ' • - - - - 12,000 

930,000 

Mr. Pitt, apologized for having fo long fatigued the Com* 
mittpe^ but faid, he trufled they would fee it had been un- 
avoidable; in order not to add to that fatigue, he declared 
he had purppfely avoided going into a full detail of the regu- 
lations meant to make part of the feveral bills, that ^oqld be 
neceflary to be brought in upon *the fubjedl of the taxes he 
had propofed — Subfeqilent opportunities of difcufGon of 
thofe topics would prefent themfclves : he only hoped, he 
had been able to convey the refpedliye taxes and the dodrines 
of finance that he had taken the liberty to dwell upon, clear- 
. ly and intelligibly to the underflandings of the Committee; 
*if doubts remained witl/ any gentleman, upon any one of 
the great variety of articles ne had been at the neceffity of * * . 
troubling them upoft, 1ie would rife again, and be happy to 
give every fat!3fa£lion in his power upon fuch articles. In 
the difcullion of the fubjedt, be hoped the Committee would 
fee that he had done that which his^duty diredled, without ^ 
regard to his own inclination or his eafe; he was not confci- , 
ous of having left any matter untouched, that it was imporr 
tantYor that Hbufe and the Public to be apprized of; on the 
contrary, he had fludioufly endeavoured to do what he held 
to be the indifpenfable duty of every perfon honoured with 
the high office he held, viz. to dilguife nothing from th* 
Public that afiedled their real interefl, but to bring every 
particular of that nature forward ; and however greatr the 
perfonal rifque and inconvenience, however great the danger 
i>f incurring popular gdium, by propofing heavy burden* 

on 
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tm Ac People might be, not to ftirink from that paihful aft 
of dirty, if fucb burdens tyerfc by the exigency of afl^irs 
required to be impofed. Mr. Pitt concluded with moving a 
refolution ftating, ,** That the Committee were of opinion a 
^^ loan for fix millions ought to be made on the terras he 
^ ^^ had ftated ;*' and this refolutipn was penned in the ufual 
terms.. 

if r. Fox. Mr. Fox rofe^ not he faid to attempt to follow the righ^ 
honourable gentleman through the yaft field of finance that 
'he had gone over, but to make a few remarks on fbdoe part# 
of his fpeech — Many of the fubjeds that he had ftated^ 
would come under difcuiHon hereafter^ and there wpuld be 
fitter opportunities for debating them than the prefent ; all 
he wiflied to fay upon the prbpofitions of the day.was, that 
the right honourable gentleman had infinite merit, in havidg 
Innught forward fo much of the unfunded debt in the courfe 
of the prefent feifion as he had done; too much praife could 

' not be given him oh this head, and he, for one, was very 

ready immediately to declare that. he was decidedly Of this 
opinion. What he rofe more particularly to fay was, thift 
he was happy to find the right honourable gentleman had 
made his loan this year exactly on the principles upon Which 
the loan of the laft year had. been made; and hq hoped, that 
henceforward, that Houfe would bear no more of the non- 
Xenfical clamopr, that h^d been raifed under the fallacious 
notion, that twenty-one millions of debt had been incurred^ 
in order to raife twelve millions of money — In fettling his 
loan, rfie right honourable gentleman had afted wifely, in 
making his bargain as he bad done; namely, in getting the 
money for the Public upon the beft terms he could, without 
going into the confideration whether this or that particular 
tftind was the moft cJ^pable of redemption ; and when he faid 
this, Mr. Fox defired he might not be fo groflly mifunder- 

^ 4ood, as to have it fuppofed, that he. was an enemy to re- 

demption, or that he was adverfe to the paying off the na- 
tional debt ; he fpoke direftly with o()pofite feelings, and it 
was with a view of paying, or rather to diminifhing our na- 
tional debt, that he always argued as he had done, that 
loans ought to be made as well as they could, and that the 
Pubiic ought not, from any prejudice o f ^preference of one 
fund over another, to be burdened with a larger annuity 
*than was neceffary. With regard to the ideas fuggefted by 
the right honouraUe gerltleman, in favour of a five per cent*. 
>fund, his opinion upon that fubjei^ was well kaowo^ and 

, he 
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he^ begged to have it underftood, that his opinion was not in / 

the kail fbaken by any thing that had been.faid that day — 
As to what the right honourable gentleman had farid, of 
making a £ve per cent. fut)d irredeemable for a numbefr of 
years, it was undoubtedly the only way to make it fetch its 
price in the market, but he could not but think that the 
right honourable gentleman had taken it too high. The 
price of flocks always depended, in his mind, not upon what . 
price they ought in reafon and :by fair calcula|ion ,to bear, 
but by what they did aftually bear, viz, what thofe who 
dealt in them, what the motley lenders were ready to . 
take them at. Thus, for inllance, the right honourable 
gentleman valued his five per cent§. with which he meant to 
pay off a part of the navy debt, at ninety-five and ninety- 
three; he could not but think he rated them too high, and 
that the navy-bill holder, although he might poffibly con- 
fent to take them, would eftimate them in nis own opihion 
at ninety, or perhaps ninety-one. With regard to the right 
honouraole gentleman's argument, upon the difference be- 
tween a three percent, and a five per cent, if the latter was 
. made irredeemable for thirty years, undoubtedly the Public 
paid an annuity of two fhillings for that timej for the right 
to redeem them^ at' the expiration of that period; but the 
cafe the right honourable gentleman had put did ticft depend 
upon calculation, it was ah hypothefis and nothing elfe—^ 
If the fcinds Cduld be bought up lower at the epd of twenty 
or thirty years, the Public did pay an annuity of two ihiU 
lings for the right to buy them up under that i^dvantage, 
but if they could not, at the end of twenty or thirty years, be 
fo redeemed at a low rate, the Public would have paid the an- ' , 
nuity for nothing. The di.ffercnce between a three per 
cent, and a five per cent, loan, Mr. Fox faid, was a drffe- 
rence in the one cafe in favour of the lender, in the other, 
in favour of the niioney borrower;* the former would certainly 
jirefer that fund the leaft likely to be redefemedj the latter, 
that tnofl: likely and moft capable of redemption. With 
regard to the taxes, indifputably the money muft be raifed, 
and fo fuliy convinced was he of this fa<5l, that without 
meaning to bind any other gentleman to the fame line ot 
cor»du6t,- he pledged himfelf to give the right honourable gen- 
tleman his* fopp^rt ; by which he did not mean to fupi^ort 
him in the taxes at all hazards, but as far as upon difcuflion 
of the tttbjeiCl^irf future, the taxes propofed that day fhould 
appear to> bfe the heft that could be fuggefted. Indeed, fo 
lenfible wis he of the rteceflity of faifing taxe». that there • 
Vol. XV. ' P p w^ro 
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were Tiardly any taxed the right honourahle gentkman 

<ould have propofed, that he Qiould baTQ thought kimfelf^ 

from^hc fituation he bad held, intitled to oppofe/ When the 

tas^e^ the Committee had heard that day eamc under con-* 

flderatlQn, he fhould difcufs them more minutely than it 

^ w^s poffible for him to do then. Th^re was one tax, hov«9 

exer, that he eo^ild not but fay he thought a ftrange one, 

and that was the tax on ribbands. If he topk the calcuh^ 

* ' tion rightly,- to make out the produce of that tax, every 

individual female, fyom^he infant juft born to the adult qF 

any age, muft be ifuppofed to cpnfume or ufe at leaft twenty 

ribbands a year [Mr. Pitt nodded affent] Mr. Fox faid^ 

this appeared to him to be fcarcely credible. He farther 

qbferved, that nioft of the taxjcs were upon the dire£t nc- 

ceflaries of life, which he hoped woulo, convince gentle** 

men, that the Situation of the country was fucb^ ^s re* 

quired bx)ld and efFeftual meafures to be taken to,retrievc it | 

and that they WQuld join in fupporting the Mlnifter in» 

^carrying thoft taxes iiito eflfefk. which were fo obvioufty 

called for by the exigency of affairs. Mr^ Fox thought 

Mr. pittha4 pr> si late o<?cafion| under-^rat^d the ^re^t 

. .growng produce of the receipt tax j and explained his; 

. meaning, by ft^iog^ that Bt great nu5?ber of r<;ceipt ftamps 

had b^en ta^^P* out previous to its b^ing generally under- 

ftQO.d».?ia it ba4 beeii laft ycar^ that tbe receipt tax nee^ 

not to be pa^id* At t;bat ti^« thofe ft^njpa were kid. aAdc^ 

but wK^n the tet^ bill fqr i:cg\»latiug the gQllec^iqn of thck 

tkx c^me \n f^ce Qu the 25th of March laft, *tbofe ftamps 

fo, laid afide <?ame in Mk% b«Jkt b^ing on baud, thc^ pre* 

, * ^ted fo great aa iffue of new ftaoips as thexe QtberwijCp 

would have; bee^ ; ccmfequentlyj^ the a^npunt of what tlu: 

tax wask now likely to prp^uge cciuld not; be kn^wij, auA 

therefore be, conceived mu Pitt tp have qoafider^tly under«« 

rated its produce, when, b^ ftated it lately to the S^itfe a^ 

' ^moi|ntit>g at prefent to one hun4j^(i. thoufand pounds a, 

year only. Btr. Fox alked Hu Pittj wtiat fec^futy the uaixf 

holder in tb^ iirft clafs,^ who did npt chufe to fuhfcrib!^ 

to the five per cents, ^as to hs^ye for the payment qf hi$. 

bill, and whether in that c^e^ a| bill-rhpldoi: of the iCepoM 

claf^ WU& to, ftjatud in th0 fboc9 Qi the firft-^claf^; hiU-hQl4c« 

(o ref ufiijkg. to^ bepo^ie a fubfcriber ? 

Mr: Chan. - Mt^ ChattceHor Prti faid» h^. would v^ry rwlily giw 

ceilorPitt. every fttijfafition. in his pow^ to the C^ninicitte^ or to tb« 

right honpur^hl^ g^otlAn[i9a w)H>b^ 9pemyi ih^lMifimfiia 
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a manoef fo perfedlly liberal and candid. The navy bill- 
hoUers who did not choQfe to become fubfcribers, would 
have the fame fecurity for the payment of their bills that 
they had now^ and had hitherto had. The public faith was , 
pledged to them for payment of the debt, but the Public 
was not compellable to make fuch payment, but at its own 
Convenience. With regard to his loan being exactly uport 
the fame principle as the loan of laft year, he could not r.d- 
init that ailertion, becaufe the terms of his loan were two*- 
-fold ; thofe of one part upon the old funds ; thofe of the 
other, \ipon a new five per cent, fund. With regard to the , 
ceceipt-taXy Mr. Pitt faid, he had not meant on a late occa* . 
£on, what that tas, under its prefeat regulation, could pro- 
duce, but what it actually had produced as yet^ Mr. Pitt 
replied to the argument ufed by Mr. Fo^ againft a five per 
cent, fund, and defended himfetf from the obje£tions that 
gentlemen had ftated. 

JAr* Fox rofe again, and faid, when he Had talked of the Mr. Fo*. 
Tight honourable gentleman having borrowed his money 
upon the fame terms as the loan of the laft year, be meant . 
to allude to that part of the bargain which was, properly 
(peaking, the loan, and not the fubicription to pay off* the 
navy and ordnance debt. Mr. Fox did not feem fatisfied 
with Mr. Pitt's anfwer on the fubjcA of the navy bill-hold- 
er's fecurity, in cafe he did not chufe to become a fubfcril^er 
to the new fund. He thought It tended to a compulfory * 
^ligation upon th^ bill-holder tp fubfcribe.. 

The Earl pf Surrey briefly went through the taxes, moil fhitnl^ 
of which he thought unobjedlionable ; but he ferioi^fly ad- Swrty. 
yifed Mr. Pitt to confider the intended tax upon coals. . 
His Lordihip ilated a variety of obje£lions to ft, and faid, ; 
if the right honourable gentleman perfified in it, it would 
be warmly remonftrated againft from various parts of the 
kingdom. 

^r John ff^rotte/ly profefied himfelf a friend to the Chan- Sir John 
celfor of the Exchequer, but rn'oH earneftly exhorted him to Wrottefly. 
abandon the intended tax upon coals, and to fubflitufe fome 
other. Sir John declared, if that fax were to be impofed, 
it would go near t6 ruin fifty thoufand manUfaSurers in 
the county of Stafford, tie alfo aflerted, that three fhillihgs , 
jSL chalder was more than, in maiiy^ pafts of thit county, 
people paid for a chalder of coals at the pit. 

, Sir Janus Johnftrne higbl|. appfdved the intended taJt 6h sir jamet 
qualifications to /h66t and deputatidiis to kill game. Our Johnftone. 
game laWs, ai they ftood, he laid, be ha^d tffSt confidered ti% 
■ Pp 2 adif- 
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a difgrace to the country. They tended to enflave the peo- 
•ple by wrclting arms out of their hands, but the intended 
tax would operate a& it ought to do and fall^upon the pro- 
per objefts. He only wiftied the tax to be dot}ble on thofc 
who regiftered their qualifications to.flioot, for furely if a 
gamekeeper was to pay a guinea for a deputation, a gentle- 
man might well afford to pay two guineas for the regifter of 
qualifications to fhoot gnm6. 
SirM. W, ?i\x Mat iheiju fVhite Ridley argued ftrenuouily againft the 
Uidiejr. intended coal duty. Sir Matthew pointed out the manifeft. 
inconvenience it would load many of his conflitucnts with, 
and in particular by drawing fo much ready money from 
them. He aiked how was it to be collefted ? Was an ex- 
cifeman to be llationed at the mouth of every pit ? H6 alfo 
aiked, whether the tax was meant to be extended to the 
collieries of Scotland. 
$ir Wm, Sir IViiliam Molefworth deprecated the coal tax. Sir Wil- 

wordr liam declared that the mines in the county he reprefented 
could not be worked, if any additional expence was throwp 
upon them, and aflerted it tp be a faft, which many who 
heard him could bear tcflimony to« 
Mr.Ord. . Mr. Ord cautioned Mr. Pitt about the manner of his 
having the coal bill drawn,' If not very caytloviQy word- 
ed, it would be impra£licable. A chalder of coals, Lon* 
don meafure, was, he faid, applicable to no other known 
meafure in ufe throughout the kingdom. , . ' 

Mr. Demp-^ Mr. Dempjier afTigned his reafons for not wifliing to go 
" into a difculfion of the intended taxes that evening, but 

defired to put in his claim to be heard upon them, on a 
future day, when the bills were before the Houfe. As 
the good or bad of many of the taxes depended entirely 
on the manner in which they were laid, he faid no found 
argument could be ufed, till gentlemei) were ^pprifed of 
the full extent of the feveral tax-bills. N4r. Dempfter 
faid the tax upon printed and ftained linens appeared to 
him to be highly objeftionable. It fcemed as if the Minif- 
ter with the fame breath that bad ferved him to declare 
the annihilation of the duties on tea, by that means re- 
moving one great fubjeft of fmuggling, impofed a duty on 
another article, and thereby provided fmuggling with new 
incitements to cxercife their illicit pradlices, and fuggefted 
new commodities for them to run into the kingdom, and 
thofe commodities, which, if fmuggled, would materially 
injure, if not totally ruin, pne of our beft, and, nation- 
ally 
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Mj confidered, our moft valuable manufaaurcs. Mr. 
Dempfter thought the reafon that had been affigned by 
Mr. Pitt, for laying the additional duty on printed and 
ftained linens a bad one ; ^nd (hewed that it was from the 
prevalence of fuch notions of increafing duties that 
finuggling had grown to its prefent enormity. 

Sir Matthew fVhite Ridley called again upon Mr. Pitt for Sir M. w. 
aii anfwer to his queftion, whether the intended tax on ^»dicy. 
coals was meant to extend to th^ Scotch collieries ? 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt affured the honourable Baronet and Mr.chtn. 
the Committee, <hgt the only reafon for his not having rifen '*"®' ^^^ . 
fooner was, in order to colleft all the objeftions of different 
gentlemen, and endeavour to fa ve the time of the Com« 
niittee, by giving them all an anfwer in the fame fpeech*. 
The tax on coals was undoubtedly meant to be elctended to 
,thc collieries of Scotland ; he wiflied, however, that the 
honourable Baronet, as well as the honourable gentleman 
Oppofite to him (Mr. Ordj had referved their objeflions 
till they faw the bill ; a great many of the taxes he had 
that day propofed, depended on the regulations under 
which they were to be laid ; regulations meeting many of 
the objedions that had been dated, were aftuallv already ' ^ 

fettled, ' and would be found in the bills; and ne really 
fliould be happy to receive fuch information, from gentle- 
men converfant witb the fubjeft, as might ferve to point 
out the propriety of ftill farther regulations. There were 
undoubtedly many particulars to which fpecial exemptions 
from the tax mud be extended. Fire-engines, for in- 
ftanee, was, he fairly thought, one of thofe particulars, 
and that, he conceived, Would totally obviate an objeftion 
made by ^n honourabfe friend of his, who reprefentcd the 
county of Cornwall. With regard to what had been faid 
upon the fubjeft of the effeft this tax^would have upon 
our manufaflures, furely gentlemen had forgot, that in his 
opening he had exprcfsly ftated, that a drawback was in- 
tended to be allowed upon the exportation of fuch articles 
as confumed a confiderable quantity of coals in their ma- 
nufafture. He declared he ftiould be extremely forry if, 
by laying a trifling addition of duty on printed linens and 
cottons, he bad been encouraging finuggling, and holding 
out frefh incitements to the prpfccution of their daring 
enormities \ but when the bill was before the Houfe, he - 
trufted no mifchievous confequences would appear likely 
to follow upon the impolition of the tax in queftion. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Walfer Mr, Tyalttf Stanh')p4 oppofed the tax' on coah. 

Sunhop«« The Commitee agreed to the prc^ofition . on the termi 

of the loan. 
Wr. CKan* Mr^ Chancellor Pitt then feverally moved the following 
cellor Pitt, r^folutions, which were aU agreed to : _ ^ 

That, towards raifing the fupply granted to His Majefty, 
the fum of four hundred and forty-one thoufand feven 
-hundred and two pounds thirteen iliillings and nine-pence 
half-penny, out of the monies or favings of the fcvcral 
army fervices, be applied towards defraying thexCXtraordi* 
nary ex'pences of Hi$ Majefty's land forces, and other 
lervices, incurred between the i.ft day of February^ '7^3f 
and the a4th day of December following^ and not pro* 
vided for by Parliament. 

That all perfons interefted in, or intitled unto^ any 
bills payable in the courfe of the Nary or Vi&ualling 
OfficeSf or iot transports which were made out on or 'be-* 
lore the refpe£^ive days following, that is to fay^ the 3i(k 
day of Auguft, 1781, the 30th of November, .1781, the 
18th day of February, 1782, and the 3ath day of June^ 
178a, who fhallj on or before the 31ft day of July^ 17^% 
carry the fame (after having had the intereft due there- 
upon computed and jfnarked upon the faid bills at the Nivy 
or Viftualling Office refpe£lively) to the Treafurer of ttit 
Majefty's uaty, .fhall have, in exchange for the fame, 
from fuch Treafurer^ or his Paymaft(^r or Caihier, a certi- 
ficate to the Governor and Comp^ay of the Bank of Eng- 
land, for. every intire fum of one or more hundred poun^i 
for which fuch certificates are to be made forth \ and al£> 
one other certificate for the fra£tional part of one kundted 
, pounds, being the remainder of fuch bill or bills v and 
the perfons who ibal] be pofTeiTed of fuch firft-mentioned 
certiiicated of the intire fum cf one or more hundred 
pounds, (hall, upon the delivery thereof to the faid Gover- 
nor and Company of the Bank of England^ be imitled,iQ 
refped of the fame, to the refpeflive fums following, that 
is to fay, to the fum of an hundred^ and ieven pounds ten 
fhillings and fix pence capital ftocky for each Kundred 
pounds of fihch bills made out on or before the faid 31ft 
day of Auguft, 1781; to the fum of one ^hundred and 
three poui>ds four {billings and fix pence capital ftock, 
, ' for each ont hundred pounds of fuch Inlls made out 6n or 
before the faid 30th day of November, 17&1 ; to the fum 
of otie hundred and two pounds three {hillings capital 
. ftock, for each one hundred pounds of fuch bills made out 

on 
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on pi before the faid 28th day of February, 1782; to tlio 
fum of one hundred and one pounds one (hilling and 
fix pente capital ftock| for each one hundred pounds of 
fuch bills made out on or before the faid 30tb day of 
June^ t^%2^ the faid refpeflfve capital (locks to be at^ 
tended with annuities after the rate of fire pounds per * 
rent, per annum, to commence from the 5th day of July, 
1784, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other Mntereil, ^ 
tbe £iid annuities to be irredeemable until twenty-five . 
milKonsof the public debt, bearing intereft at the rate of * 
cither three pounds per cent, per «nhum, or four pounda ' 
per c^ixt. per annum, (hall have. been redeemed and paid 
off^ and tfhe faid annuities^ to be charged upon a fund to be 
eftaWiftcd in this feflion of ^Parliament, and for whicb 
the fund commonly called tbe finkmg fund, (halt be a 
CQllateral fecurity. 

That aH perfons interefted in. or uititled unto, any de- \ 

bcntures payable out of His Majefty's Office of Ordnance, 
whrch were dated on or before the refpedlivc days follow- 
ing, that is to fay, the 30th day of November, ryS'i, the 
aSth day of Feb. 1782, and the 30th day o£ June, 1782, 
who (haU, on or before the 31 ft day of July 1784, carry 
die (Wrae to the Treafury of His 'Majefty'^s Office of Ord- 
nance, to be certified by him, or his deputy or Caflucr, to^ , 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, (Kail 
be Intitled, in refpe£l of the fame, to the refpetftive fums^ 
fbHowing, that is to fay, to the (um of one hundred ani 
fevcn pounds ten fhillings and fix pence capital ftock, fee 
each onq hundred pounds of fuch debentures made odt otk 
or before the faid ^th day of November, 1781; to the 
film of one hundred and three pounds, four (hillings and 
fix pence capital ftock^ for each one hundred pounds of 
fuch debentures made out on of before the faid 28th day; # 

of February, 1782; to the fum of one hundred and two 
pounds three (hilHngs capital (l;pck, for each one hundred 
pounds pf fuch debentures made out on or before the faid 
30tKday of June, 1782, the faid rcfjpe£Hve capital ftocki 
to be attended with annuities after the rate of five pounds 

fcr cent, per annum, to commence from the 5th day of 
ufy, 178^^, payable half yearly, in lieu of aH other inte-^ 
reib, the faid annuities to be irredeemable until twenty^ , ^ 

4-vc millions of the puWie debt, bearing mteret^ at the rate 
pf cither three pounds per cent, per iritnum^ or fbu^^ 
pounds gef cent, per annum, fhall have been redeemc<^ 
and paid oSr ^^^ ^bc faid aonuitiesi, to be charged upon a 
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' ' fund to be eftablilhed in this fefiion of Parliament, and 

for which the fund commonly called the finking fund^ 
fliall be a collateral fecurity. 

That there be charged for all candles whatfoever (except 
wax candles) which (hall be made in Great Britain, one 
halfpenny for every pound weight avoirdupoife, and after 
that rate for any greater or lefs quantity* 

That there be charged for all candles whatfoever (except 
^ wax candles) which (hall be imported, one halfpenny for 

. every pound weight avoirdupoife, and after that rate for a 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all bricks, by what- 
foever name or names they now aref or hereafter may be 
• called or known, a duty 01 two (hillings and fix pence for 
every thoufand, and fo in proportion for any greater or 
I lefs quantity. ^ . 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of plain tiles, a duty of three 
(hillings for every thoufand, and fo in«proportion for any 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of pan or ridge tiles, a duty 
of eight (hillings lor every thoufand, and fo in proportion 
for any greater or lefs quantity^ 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, com- 

i monly called or known by the name of paving tiles, not 

exceeding ten inches fquare, a duty of one (hilling and fix 

pence for every hundred, and fo in proportion for any 

greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and' upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, exceeding 
ten inches fquare, a duty of three (hillings for every hun- 
dred, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon .all tiles, ,other than 
fuch as are before enumerated and defcribed, by whatfo- 
ever name or names fuch tiles now arc or hereafter may be 
called or known, a duty of three (hillings for every thoufand, 
and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all coals or culm 

'ufually fold by the chalder, or by any other means whatfo- 

' ever reducible to the chalder, a duty of three {hiUings 

for fuch chalder of thirty-fix bu(hels, Wincheder meafure, 

and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs* quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all coals or culm 
ufually fold by weight, a duty of two (hillings for every 

ton 
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ton of twenty hundred weight, and fo in proportion for 

any greater or lefs quantity. , ^ ' 

Xhat there be charged for .and upon every hat of a fu- 
perior quality, in the manufacture of which any hair," 
wool, beaver, or other fur is ufcd, of whatever kind or 
fort the fame maybe, the fum of two (hillings. .' 

That there be charged for and upon eveiy coarfe hat, 
commonly called or known by the name of a felt hat or 
wool hat» made 01; manufa^ured wholly of iheep or 
lamb's wool, the fum of fix pence. 

That every perfon who (hall keep any horfe, mare, or 
gelding, for the purpofe of riding, and not for drawing, 
fliall yeild and pay, annually, the fum of ten (hillings. 

That every perfon who. ihall keep any hoife, mare, or 
geldings for the purpofe of drawing any coach, berlin, 
landau, chariot, cala(h, chaife, or any other carriage, by 
whatfoever name fuch carriages now arc or hereafter may 
be called or known (for or in refpeft whereof any rate or 
duty, 'Under the management of the Commiflioners of 
Excife, now is or are made payable by any ftatute now in 
' force) (hall yield and pay annually the fum of ten (hil- 
lings. 

That the faid duties upon horfes (hall be under the go- 
vernment, care, and management, of the Commiffioners 
for the time being, appointed to manage the duties charged 
on (lamped vellum, patchment, and paper. 

7 hat there be charged for and upon all filks and (luiTs 
wholly made of cotton fpun in Great Britain, linens and 
(luffs of what kind foever, which at any time or times 
hereafter (haH be printed, "ftained, painted, or dyed in 
Great Britain, (fuch callicces, linens, and fudians, as 
(hall b^ dyed throughout of one colour only, or (luffs made 
of woollen, or whereof the greateft part in value (hall be 
.woollen, always excepted) the feveral rates and duties 
herein after expreffed, over and above all other duties pay- 
able for the fame, that is to fay, for and upon all Ti Iks fo' 
printed, ftaiiied, or painted, in Great Britain (filk hand- 
kerchiefs excepted) the fum of one (hilling for every yard 
in length,, reckoning half a yard/or the breadth. 

That there be charged for all filk handkerchiefs fo print- 
ed, (lained, or painted, the fum of four pence for every 
yardfquare, and in thofe proportions for wider or nar- 
rower filks. 

Vol. XV. Q^q That 
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That there t>c charged^ for and upon all ftuflFs wholly* 
made of cotton fpun in Great'- Britain, to be fo printed, 
ftained, painted, or dyed in Great Britain (except as 
aforefaid) the fum of three pence for every yard in length,* 
reckoning one yard wide, and after that rate for a greater 
or Icfs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all linens and ftuffs 
(excepra$ before excepted) to, be printed, ftained, paint- 
ed, or dyed, the fum of three pence for every yard in 
length, and after that rate for a greater or iefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all ribbands ihanu- 
faftured wholly of filk, or whereof the greater part in 
value {hall be filk, not exceeding one-third of an inch in 
: breadth, a duty of one penny for every twelve yards in 
length, and fo in proportion for any greater or lets quan- 
tity.. 

That there be charg6d for and upon all fuch ribbands above 

one- third, and not exceeding three fourths, of an inch in 

breadth, a duty of one farthing for every yard in lengthy 

and to in proportion for any greater or lets quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all fucfa ribbands 

^ above three-fourths of an inch, and not exceeding two 

' inches and one-half in breadth, a duty -of one half-penny for 

every yard in length, and fo in * proportion for any greater 

or Iefs quahtiity.* 

That there be charged for and upon all fuch ribbands 
i| exceeding two inches and one-half in breadth, a duty of 

one penny for every yard, and fo in proportion for any 
greater or Iefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upo^ every yard of gauze, 
manufaftured wholly of filk, or in which there fhall be 
any mixture' of fiik^ being ftriped or figured gauze, and 
not exceeding one yard in breadth, a duty 6f three pence, 
and fo in proportion for any greater or Iefs quantity. 
- That there be charged for and upon every yard of fuch 
gauze, being ftriped or figured gauze, exceeding one yard 
in breadth, a duty of four pence, and fo in proportion fw 
any greater, or Iefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon every yard of fuch 
gauze, being plain gauze, and not exceeding one yard in 
breadth, a duty of two pence, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or Iefs quantity. • 

That there be charged for and upon every yard of 

gauze, being plain -gauze, and exceeding one yard in 

♦ ' breadth, 
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breadth, a duty of three pence, and fo in proportion for 
any greater* or lefs quantity. , 

That every n^aker of mead for fale be obliged to take - 
out a licenfe, which Hcehfe ihall be charged with the 
yealy fum of twenty fhillings. 

That every brandy dealer, or pci^fon felling brandy or 
Gthel fpuituous liquors,- not being a retailer or re£lifier, 
be obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe flijall be" 
charged with the yearly fum of five pounds. 

That every common brewer be obliged to take out a H- 
Cexifs, which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum '• 
often pounds. ' > . , 

Th^t every rectifier of fpirits be obliged to take oiit ' 
a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly ' 
fum of five pounds." ^ 

That every other diftiller for fale or exportation, be 
obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be 
charged with the yearly fun;i of ten pounds. 

That every corn diftiller, or maker of low wines or fpi- 
rits from corn or grain, for fale or for exportation, be 
obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged 
with the yearly fum of fifty pounds. 

That every maker of any kiiid of fweet§, other than 
mead, for fale^ be obliged to take out a licenfe, which 
licenfe (hall be charged with the yearly fumof five pounds. 

That every maker of vinegar for fale, be obliged to take ' 
out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with the 
yearly fum of ten pounds. * 

. That every malfter, or maker of malt for fale, be obli- - 
ged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged 
with the yearly fum of two pounds. 

- That cVery hop planter, whofe plantation of hops fliall 
exceed two acres, be obliged to take out a licenfe, which 
licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum of two pounds. 

That every chandler, or maker of candles, (other than 
wax candles) for fale, be obliged to take out ^ licenfe, ^ 

which licenfe fliall be charged with the. yearly fum of 
twenty fliillings. 

That every foap maker be obliged to take out a Hcenfa, 
' which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
pounds. 

That every paper fl:ainer and maker of paper be obliged 
to take 6ut a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with 
the yearly fum of two pounds. 
. ' Qj^2 That 
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That every calUco printer, and every prihter, painter, 
or ftainer of filks, linens, cottons, or ftuffs, be obliged to 
tak? out a liccnfe, which licenfe fhall be charged witH the 
* * yearly fum of ten pounds, ' 

That every fta^ch maker be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
' pounds. 

That every wire drawer, or other perfon who fhall draw, 

or caufe to be drawn, any gilt or filver .wire, comrhdnly 

called big wire, be obliged to take, out a licenfe, which 

• licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two pounds. 

That every tanner be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
» which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of five 

pounds. 

That every taw^r be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with ^he yearly fum of 
twenty fhillings. 

That every drefTer of hides and fkins in oil be obliged 
to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fhall'be charged with 
the yearly fum of two pounds. 

That every currier be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
pounds. 

That every maker of vellum or parc}iment be obliged to 
take out a licenfe, which licenfe fhall be charged with the 
yearly fum of twenty fhillings* 

That every glafs maker be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
' • which licenfe fhal^ be charged with the yearly fum of ten 
pounds. 

That every perfon. in Great Britain qualified, in refpeft 
to their property, to kill game, fhall, previous to their 
(hooting at, killing, or deftroying any game, regifler their 
qualificatfons with the clerk of the peace, and annually 
take out certificates thereof. 

That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or fheet 
or piece of paper, upon which any certificate 'annually 
granted to any perfon' qualified, in refpefl: of his property, 
to kill game, fhall be ingroffed,^ written, or printed, there 
(hall be paid a flamp duty of one pound one fhillin'g. 

That for every piece of vellUm, or parchment, or fheet 
or piece of paper, upon which any deputation, or ap- 

f ointment of a gamekeeper, granted to ^ny perfon^ (not qua- 
fied in refpedl of his property) by any lord or lady of a 
^ manor 
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, manor, fliall be ingrofled, written, or printed, there fliall be 
paid a flamp duty of one pound .one {hilling, oyer and abo^ 
the duty now impofed .on deeds. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper made in 
Great Britain, for writing, called imperial, of the valtfe 
-of two pounds eleven fhillings per ream, and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-two inches 
by thirty inches and a quarter, an additional auty of three 
ibiliings. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called fuper royal, of the value of one pound eighteen fhil- , 
lings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of nineteen inches and a quarter by twenty-feven inches 
and a half, an additional duty of twp fhillings and three 
pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called royal, of the value of one 'pound nine fliillings per 
ream, and upwerds, and not exceeding the dit^enfions of 
nineteen inches znd^ quarter by twenty-four inches, an ad*- 
ditional duty of one fliilling and nine pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, ' 
called medium, of the value of one pound two ihill\ngs per 
ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of 
feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two inches and ar half, 
an additional duty of one (hilling and fix pencev 

That theie be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called demy, of the value of fixteen fhillings per ream, and 
upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen inches 
and a half by twenty inches, an additional duty of one 
Ihilling. >' 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called thick pofl, of the value of thirteen fhillings per ream, 
and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen 
. inches and a quarter by nineteen inches and a half^ an addi- 
tional duty of nine pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called thin poft, of the value often fhillings per ream, and 
upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen inches 
and a quarter, by nineteen inches and a half, an additional 
duty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called fmall poft, of the value of (even fhillings and fix pence 
per reaoii and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions 

•f 
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of thineen inches and a half by fixteen inches and a half, an 
additional duty of fix pence. 

That there $e charged for every ream of paper for writing, 

' .Called fools cap, of the value of nine fhillings per ream, and 

upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of thirteen inches 

and a half by fix teen inches and three quarters, an additional 

doty of fix pence* 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called pott, df the value of fix millings per ream, and up- 
wards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of twelve inches 
and a half bv fifteen inches ^nd a half, an additional duty of 
four pence. ' ' 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 

or copper-plate printing, called double atlas, of the value of 

fifteen pounds per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding 

* the dimenfions of fifty-five inches by thirty-one inches and 

a half, an additional duty of ten fliiUings. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or co|)per-plate printing, balled demy, of the value of twelve 
Ihiilings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of fifteen inches and a half by twenty inches, an 
additional duty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for. writing 
or copper-plate printing, called copy or baftard, of the va- 
lue of feven /hillings and fix pence per ream, and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of fixteen inches by 
twenty inches and a quarter, an additional duty of four 
pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called fools cap, of the » value of fix 
ihiilings per reani, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfioiTs of thirteen inches and a half by fixteen inches and 
three quarters, an additional duty of three pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or cop[ier-plate printing,* called littris fools cap, of the value 
of fix ihiilings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding 
the, dimenfions of thirteen inches and a half by feventeea 
inches and a half, an additional duty of threepence. 

That there be charged for every, ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called pott, of the value of four 
ibiDings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of twelve inches and a half by fifteen Laches and 
^ a half| an additional duty of two pence. . ^ ^ 

That 
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irhat there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or coppcr-pVate printing, called ground eagle or double ele- 
phant, of the value of four pounds per rearol and upwards,, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-fix inches and 
three quarters . by fbrty inches, ao additional duty of four 
fliillings. ' 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper- plate printing, called columbler, of the value of 
two pounds ten /hillings ^er rean), and upwards, and not 
idxceeding the dimenfions of twenty-three inches and a half 
by thirty-foqr inchiss and a half, an additional duty of three 
fliiltings and-fix , pence. 

. That there be charged^bf every ream of paper for writing 
or hopper-plate printmg, called atlas, of the value of three 
pounds per ream, and upwards, and'not exceeding the di- 
meniions of twenty- fix inches and a quarter by thirty-four 
inches, an additional duty of five fhilKngs. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for virriting 
or C9pper-j)late printing, called atlas, of the value of two 
pounds per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of twenty-fix inches and a quarter by thirty- 
four inches, an additional duty of two /hillings and fix- 
petice. 

That there be chained for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printirtg, called imperial, of the value of one 
pound ten fhilhngs per ream, and upwards, and not exceed- 
ing the diinenfions of twenty-two inches by thirty inches 
and a quarter, an additional duty of one /billing and nine 
peoce. , 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called (uper royal, of the value of 
one pound five fhilihigs per ream,, and* uj>ward«, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of nineteen inches and a quacter by 
twenty- feven inches and a half, an. additional duty of one 
fliilling and fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 

or copper-plate printing, called long royal, of the value of 

* one pound per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the 

dimenfions of twenty-feven inches and a half by eighteen 

inclies, an additional duty of one /hilling. n 

Ths^t there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or popper- plate printing, called royal, of the value of 
eighteen /hillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceed- 
ing the dimenfions of nineteen inches and a quarter 

by 
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by twenty-four inches^ an additional doty of one fhil- 
,ling. • '^ ■ ' 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called demy, of the value of 
thirteen (hillings pbr ream^ and upwards, and not exceed- 
ing the dimenfions of feventeen inches by twenty-two 
inches, an additional d^ity of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
. or copper-pla;te printing, called fliort demy or crown, of 
the value of nine fhillii^gs per ream, and upwards, and not 
exceeding the dimenfions of fourteen inches by twenty 
inches and a quarter, or 6f fifteen inches by twenty inches, 
an additional duty of five pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called largp fan^ of the value of 
fourteen fliillings per ream, and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions. of » twenty-three inches and a half 
by twenty inches^ and a half, an additional duty of one 
(hilling. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for w;riting 
or copper-plate printing, called timall fan, of the value of 
eleven (hillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twenty-two inches and a quarter by 
thirteen inches and a quarter, an additional duty of nine 
$ pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-j^late printing, called elephant,, of the value of 
fifteen (hillings per reiam, and upward^, arrd not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twenty-three inches by .twenty-eight 
inches, an additional duty of nine pence. / 

That there be charge4 for every ream of paper for bank 

* or bankers bilU or notes, allowing two bills or notes, to 

each (heet, an additional duty of one (hilling ; and fo in 

proportion for a greater or lefs nuipber of bills or notes ia 

each (heet., ^ 

That there be charged ^ for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called double demy, of the value of one pound 
eighteen (hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not ex-* 
ceeding the dimenfions of twenty-fix inches by thirty-eight 
inches and a half, ^an additional, duty of one (hilling and 
nine pence. ' 

That ^there be charged for every bundle of paper, for 
printing, called royal, of the value of one pound four 
(hillings per. bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the . 
. ^ dioien- 



Digitized by 



Google 



A, 1784. DEBATES. 3^5 

dimenfions of nineteen inches and a half by twenty-fanr 
inches and a quarter, or of twenty inclies by twenty-fii; 
inches, an additioi^al duty of one (hilling and two pence. " 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called royal inferior, of the value of fourteeij 
(hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimenfions of nineteen inches and a half bv twenty-fouc 
inches and a quarter, an additional duty of, eight pence. 

That there be charged •fol* every bundle of paper for 
printing, called medium, of the value of one pound per ' 

bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions 
of eighteen inches by twenty-three inches, an additional 
duty of -eleven pence. 

That -there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called demy (ingle, of the value of feventeea 
(hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimen(ion3 of feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two 
inches, or of nineteen inches and a quarter by twenty-one 
inches and a>quarter, an additional duty of ten pence. • , , 

That there be charged for every bundle of jiaper for 
printing, called demy inferior, of the value of ten (hillings 
per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions , 
of feventeen inches and a half by tv^enty- two inches, au 
additional duty of fix pence. 

That .there be. charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called double crown, of the value of feventeen 
fliilliiigs per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the . v 
dimenfions of twenty inches by thirty inches^ an additional 
duty of eigbt pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called double crown inferior, of the' value of 
twelve (hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not ex'cced- 
fng the dimenfions of twenty inches by thirty inches, an 
addrtignal duty of feven pence. ' 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called fingle crown, of the vatue of thirteen (hil-' 
lings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
men(]Ons of fifteen inches by twenty inches, an additional 
duty of eight pence. 

That there be charged fpr every bundle of paper for 
printing, called fingle crown inferior, df the value of eight 
(hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimenfions of fifteen inches by twenty inches, an additional 
diity of five pence. 

Voj-. XV. R f T^a^ 
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That tliere be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called demy tiffue,-of the value of ejght fliillings 
per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the.' dimen-* 
fions of feventeen inches and a half by tweqty-two inches, 
an additional duty of five pence. 

That there be charged for ^ every bundle of paper for. 

printing! called crown tifluc, of the value of five fliiltiAgs 

^ per buqdle, and upwards, . and not exceeding the dimen** 

fions of fifteen inches by twenty* inches, an additional duty 

of three pence. 

•- That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
p'rintihg, called double pOtt, of the value of nine millings 
per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimen- . 
iions of feventeen inches by twenty-five inches and a halfj^ 
an additional duty of fix' pence. ^ > 

• That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
cartridge, not exceeding the 'Idimenfions of twenty-one 
inches by twenty-fix inches, an additional duty of fevcn 
• pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
fquare cartridge, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
four inches and a half by twenty-five inches and a half, 
a*n additional duty of eight pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper calle4 ^ 
cartridge, 'not exceeding the dimenfions of nineteen bches 
^nd a quarter by twenty-four inches, an additioiial duty of 
i^x pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
elephant common, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
three inches by twenty-eight inches, an additional duty of 
five pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called fu- 
gar blue, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-onc 
inches and half by thirty. three inches, an additional duty 
of eight pence. . ^ 

Th^t there be charged for every ream of paper called 
fugar blue, fmaller fize^ not exceeding the dimcnfigns of 
-eighteen inches and three quartcfrs by twenty-fevcn inches, 
, ' an additional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every rearin of paper called 
fugar blue, demy Cze, not exceeding the dimenfions of.fe- 
/ venteen inches and a half by twenty-two inches^ an addi- 
tional duty of five pence. 

\ Tkat 
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That there be charged for crery ream of paper called • 
fagar blue, crown fize^ not exceeding the dim^nfiong of 
fiueea inches by twenty inche»j| an additional duty of eight 
pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
purple royal, not exceeding the dimenfions of ninetefn 
inches and a half by twenty-four inches and a quarter, an 
addftioual duty of four pence* . 

That there be charged for 'every ream of pap^r called 
blue elephant, not exceeding.the dimenfions of twenty*three 
inches by twenty-eight inches, an additional duty of fix 
pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper c;dled 
t>lue royal,' not exceeding the dimeniions of nineteen inches 
and a half by twenty-four inches and a quarter, aa addi* 
tional duty of eight pcnce.^ 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper called 
blue denniy and bloflbm, and not Exceeding the dimeniions of 
feventeen inches by twenty-two inches, an additional duty 
of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper called 
blue crown, fingle, not exceeding the dimeniions of fifteen 
inches by twenty inches, an additional duty of three pence/ 

That there be charged for every ream of whitcd-brow^n 
paper, called royal hand thick, not exceeding the dimea-' 
Sons of twenty-four inches by nineteeti inches and a quar-*^ 
ter, ah additional duty of four pence. ' , 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called royal hand, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
twenty-four inches by nineteen inches and a quarter, an 
additional duty of four ponce. 

That there,be charged for every bundle of whited-brow^ 
paper, called lumber hand, not exceeding ;he dimenfions 
of twenty-three inches by eighteen inches, an additioifal 
duty of four pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whitcd-brown 
paper, called two pound, not exceeding the dimenfions pf 
twenty-four inches by fixteen inches, an additional duty of 
throe pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called fingle two pound, not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of fixteen inches by eleven inches, an additional duty 
•f one penny, / . 

' R r 2 - That 
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That there be charged for every bundle of whited^-browa 
paper, called middle haod double,. not exceeding the dimen- 
iions of thirty-thi^ee inches by twenty-one inches, an addi- 
tional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called middle hand, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
twenty-two inches by fixteen inches, an additional duty of 
three pence. 

That thcrebe charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called fmall hand double, not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of thirty-two inches by twenty inches, an additional 
duty of four pence. , 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brd^ii , 
paper, 'called fmall hand, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
nineteen inches and three quarters by fixteen inches, an ad- 
ditional duty of two pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
J>aper,, called couples pound and half pound, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twelve inches by ten inches, and of nine 
inches by feven inches and a half, an additional duty of one 
penny. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called imperial cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twen- 
ty-nine inches by twenty -two inches, an additional duty of 
four pence. - 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called ha von cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
four inches by twenty inches, an additional duty of three 
pence, " : 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called bag cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
three inches and a half by nineteen inches, an additional 
duty of two pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of browii paper, 
called Kentifh cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twen- 
ty-one inches by eighteen inches, an additional duty of 
' two pence. 

That tiiere be charged for every ream of browu paper, 
called four popnds, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty 
inches by lixteen inches, an additional duty of two pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
(cralled fmall cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty 
if^cbcs by fifii^eo ii^hes, an add^tloaal duty of one penny* 
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That there be charged for every ream oif brown paper, 
called double fourpbonds, not exceeding the dimeniions of 
thirty-three inches by twenty inches, an additional duty of 
four pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of brown, paper, 
called fingle two pounds, not exceeding the dimeniions of 
ifixteen inches by eleven inches, an^ additional duty of two - 
pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of brown paper,, 
called couples pound and half pound, not exceeding the di^ 
dieniions of twelve inches t^y ten inches and aliali^ an ad« 
ditional duty of one penny. . 

That there be charged for every hundred weight of pafte« 
board, millboard, fc<iIeboard, and glazed paper, for clo- 
thiers and hotpreflers, an additional duty of one (hilling and 
fix pence; and after thofe rates for any greater or Icfs quan- 
tity of fuch ipapers, pafteboards, millboards, and fcale- 
boards, refpeftively. 

That, towards raifing the fupply granted to His Majefty, * 
there be referved and made payable to His Majefty, his heirs 
and fuccefibrs, an additional rent of five fhillings a week^ 
to be paid during the continuance of every licenfe granted ' 
for ufing hackney coaches within the cities of London and 
Weflminfter, and the fuburbs thereof, and the limits of the 
weekly bills of mortality. 

That there be referved in the receipt of His Majefty's 
Exchequer, the furplus produce of the money to arife by > 
the faid additional and new duties, abovie whiat will pay the 
intereft of the money borrowed, and navy and ordnance debt 
to be funded, to be applicable to the discharge of the inte- 
. reft of the remaining navy bills, and fo'r the payment of 
the ordnance debentures, when the fame (hall become pay- 
able refpeSively, and for the payment of any fund or an- 
nuity which may be created for the difcharge of the faid 
navy bills and ordnance bebentures refpe£tively. 

Jtify U 

Sir Thomas DunJas rqfe to (late to the Houfe, that he %i. Thorns 
liad received xkuthentic information that the inhabitants of Dunday. 
the ifles of Shetland were in the greateft diftrefs imaginable 
for want of food, a famine having been octafioned by the / 
total failure of their harveft lafl year. Sir Thomas faid, ( ' 

he WQuld npt take up the time of the Houfe by entering at 

^ that 
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ibit motneat ioto apy dif^uflieii ef 9 circumfiance fe la-^ 
mtntdble* He doubted »pt bvit it waa fufficient for Mm to 
have ftatfid> th^t the meUnchoIy f^^ i^xifleds to, obt^n the 
imtpediate attention of the Houfe to it. lie would, tlyff^ 
fore, content bimfelf with inQving^ ^< Tfi^it ^ Coiaa^ttfe be 
^'appointed to inqoii'e into the di^refs of ih^ inhabitants qf 
.^< Shetland, in confequeQcc; of the fajnii^ now ragiv^ tbe^^,'' 
2^€ Spea- Xhc Speattr appea^ed to the Houfe whetHcr ihat j^a^ ^ 
proper mode of proceedings as it did not ftrike hipi that 
there was any precedent for it; not th^t he was prepared tp 
fajr no fuch prccedcntj eViited ; hut he wifted to have th^ 
opinion of gentlemen more experienced in the fprms rf 
the Houfe, upon pioceedingi of that nature, than he was. 
Mr.Dcttp. - Mr^ Demp/ier cited a eaife that had hsippened feme tinije 
*«• iince of a iimilar nature, in which the Hgufe had ijnterfor^, 

and by a i?afortable fupply of provifioni, afford€4 fwbftan- ' 
tial relief to a very confid^r^iblc; number of diftrcffcd indt- 
^ viduaU and their families in ScotlaDd. Mr. Dempfter fiated 

the prefent to be a cafe equally dcferving the attention of the 
Houfe : he faid, he bad likewifc received letters of undoub- 
ted authority, communicating to him ?A account of the 
. particular^ ; and they were fuch a» called loudly for imtiiQ* 
diate relief. The iflands of Shetland,^ _he declare^, were 
as valuable as any belonging to Great ^jpitain ; they cpntafa- 
» ed an infinite number of inhabitants, who were eq^ploy^ 
in the fifheries. As it was of the wtqioft dOofequence to 
, their prcfcrvation that fome relief fhotild be iranjediately 
granted them, he hoped that the motion, which he conceived 
to be a motion perfe£lly proper and unexceptionable, would 
be allowed to paf^, and that aQQnimitteevWOuId be appoint- 
ed, and would lofe no time in making a report of th« truth 
of the cafe, that the Houfe might take immediate meafures 
for the relief of the poor diftreifed pbjeQs, Mr, Dempfter 
faid, a reprefentation of the f^f^s had been drawn up hy the 
clergy of Shetland, and fent to London to be prefented *tp 
• His Majefty ; but owing to the great diftance, and the diffi- 
culty of conveyance, the letter did not reach town till a 
month after the date of it. ^ . 

^11m9mi. The Speaker faid, he had no doubt of the truth of the 
ker. fia&s; but he wifhed to know what was the fit mode of 

proceeding. 
Ur. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pin faid, the only olgcSion he law in 
cellor I'ict, tjie motion was, thac it aiTumed a fai£^ which the Houfe, 
in point of form^ was not apprifed o^ xiz. that a famine 

was 
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wai aAtially Vagitrg in Sheriand. Hie fliould itn^giBc, if tfce 
niotiob wa^ altered, and merely Went to the appointmtnt of 
aObmmitice, tt might pais, and the tnd would be perftftly 
anfwcTtd. , . / 

Mr. t^dJhh Ellis fa|cl, the proper^ mode of proceeding, M*. weU 
he conceived, would be, to prefcnt a petition to His Ma- *®" ^"^•» 
jefty upon the fabjeft, and for that petition to be brotrghtta 
the Hoafe \yf one of Mis Majefty's fervants, with a mcfl6ge 
recommending it to the Houfe to take it into their imme; 
diate confideration. 

The Speaker bwnedhis mind went entirely with what rfie ThftSpoi. 
tonourable gentleman had fuggefted. He explained the '^"• 
uftge of 'their proceedings where money was to be granted 
for particular purpofes. - . . , 

Mr. Chancellor Put accorded with what had fallen from Mr. chtiw 
Mr. Ellis, atid faid, it certainly would be advifeaHe to pro- ""^'^ ^}^ 
cced regularly, as they now knew^ what the regular mode t)f 
proceeding was. If, therefore, the honourable gentlesian 
would withdraw liis motion, and let a petition be prefented/ 
ih the mean time thebulinefs fhould be going on ; fo that in 
faft If ttle or no time fhould be loft by altering the manner of 
•btaining the relief fo neccflary tb be adminiftercd. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Edtn i'ofe on the reading of the bill for the regulation Mr. %ita^ 
of the poft between threat Britain and Ireland, and faid, 
that he was far from feeling a*wi(h to impede a meafure 
tending in any degree to promote thclntercourfe between 
the two kingdoms; and that he mor^ particularly was dif- 
p&(ed to the prelent bill, becaufe it could refult only froni 
genuine and unfolicited fentiments.of attention towards Ire- 
land, which he fliould be glad to iee exerted in inftances of 
more extent and importance, wherever it might'' be found 
compatible with our mutual interefts. The prcfent aft, fo 
far as it might afFeft the revenue of the Englifh Poft Office, 
undoubtedly was a gift to Ireland, that country havingbeen 
compenfated by the late aft, for her' claim of the fhare of 

Srofiis on the carriage of letters between Dublin and Great ' ^ 

ritain : as, however, he did not "wilh to imprefs an idea 
On either fide of the water that the facrifice made was more 
important than it really was, he wifhed that the mover of 
the bill would think proper to ftate the expencel ' ^ 

Mr. Or^ thanked the right honourable gtyntleraan for the Mr. Orf. 
inquiry vT he could affurc the Houfc that rhe expence pro- 
jpol'cd woulcl be whhin two thoufand pounds ^ year ; and he 

jnuJi 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



312 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

niuft add, that though a compenfation had been given to 
Ireland in fettling the late bill, the quantum of that com- 
penfation had been agreed when it was fuppofed that the 
. claufc now offered would make a part of the bill, and the 
claufe had afterwards been omitted. He did not wifli, 
however, to dwell on fuch an objefl: in ^ conteft of good 
will and good correfpondence between the two kingdoms, 
and was very glad that the bill had a general approbation. 

Mr.Gilbert. . Mr. Gi/i^r/ brought up the report containing the rcfolij- 
tions of the Committee of ways and means of the pre- 
, , ceding day, and they were read over at full length a firft 
time. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then rofe, and faid he wiflied to 

eelior Pitt, ^ff^j j-^q q^ three things to the confideration of the Houfe, 
before they went into any difcuflioii whatever. of the fcve- 
ral refolutions that h^d been juft read a firft time. , The 
tax moft likely to occafion debate and to be objefted to, 
he prefumed, was the tax on coals ; refpe&ing that tax, 
therefore, he muft obfervb to the Houfe, as had been very 
candidly and juftly remarked by a gentleman in the con- 
verfirtiou that had taken place upon it in the preceding 
evening, it was fcarcely poflible for any man to fay what 
objeaions really lay ag^inft the tax, if any, till the Mil 

- r was before them, and the regulations i^ contained had 
been feen. Every thing of that nature, as gentlemen 
well knew, for very, obvious and neceflary reafons^ was 
obliged to be ihado a fort of fecret, till a certain time j 
what he wiflied, therefore, was, that all argument refpeft- 
ing it might be referved till the bill was rairly before the 
Houf^, and that they might nit proceed to try the quef- 
tion that day, when they really had not the information 
"before them that would be neceflary to enable them to de- 
* cide upon it. In the mean time he begged leave to aflurc 

the Houfe, that he had not propofed the tax without hav- 
ing firft coUeded what 4ie had conceived to be good iD« 
formation refpedling it 5 to that information, however, he 
had not fo far furrendeted his judgement, as to have come 
to the Houfe to propofe the tax, with a determination that 
nothing that gentlemen converfant with the fub]e£l might 
ftate, fliouldhave any eff*e£t on his mind. He really was 
extremely defirous of obtaining the fuUeft informatiQn 
upon it, and- he would fpare no perfonal endeavours to 
get at the information before the day of difcuflion, if the 
Houfe would confent to let that fubjefl reft^ till a future 

day. 
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day. If from what he ihould be able farther to collect, it 
fliould appear fairly and plainly to be a tax liable' to folid/ 
and manifeft objedion, he ihould be open to convidion ^ 
for he did affure the Houfe, he was hot fo mu h attached 
to any propofition as not to part with it, becaufe he had 
been the pcrfon who brought it forward. On the other 
hand, he hoped that thofe. gentlemen who. had already t>b«^' 
je£ted to the tax, were open to convi£lion alfo f if the re« 
gulations of the bill, (hould be found fo to modify the tax 
and purge it of obje£lion, as to remove every reafonable 
ground of cojnplaint, he ihould then expe£t that it would 
be deemed a good tax, aiid ttyt the gentlemen in queftion 
would favour it with their iupporti He begged, at any 
rate, that the queition might not be cpniidered as having • \ 
been prejudged, and that nothing that had paflfed upon 
the fubje£t might be regarded as tying gentlemen down 
either one way or the other, but that the quedion might 

* remain open^ and be b];ought under difcuifion free from • 
every fort of prejudice. He trufted that they all looked 
to one and the fame obje£kr^ viz. the providing fuch aids 
as il^ould be produ£l;ive, and at the fame time the moitf ^ 
likely ^o prove the leaft burdenfome* In doing their duty ' 

. truly, therefore, it was necefTary that they fiiould make 
fuch a choice as was beft for the country, neither too ob- \ 

ftinately perfevering- in a fevere and oppreifive tax on the 
one hand, when a better was to be had, nor lightly and 
upon trivial grounds abandoning a tax that proiiiifed to be 
produdive and efficient, becaufe it was liable to fome ob« 
jefiion. After propoGng to try the queftion fairly, and to 
abide by the iffue, he faid, he hoped the tax would not be 
difcuffed that day. 

Mr. jQlliffe rofe, an J faid the right honourable gentle- Mr. JoU 
man had made a very candid propofal. He muft neverthe- **^*» 

»lefs affign his reafon for disapproving of the tax.. Mr. , 
JollifFe then ftated", that the tax^ from its principle, muft 
neceflariljf be produdive of the moil mifchievous confe- 
qucnces; for which reafon he advifed. the right honourable 
gentleman to fubftitute fome other in the room of it. 

Mr. fValterStanbopi faid, after the handfome manner in Mr. Walter 
which the right honourable gentleman had fpoken upon ^^*'*^*^». 
the fubje£l:, he would not oppofe the tax that day ; but he 
had a propofition which he wifhed to fubmit to his confi- 
deration, and that was, -to pafs. over the tax entirely that 
day, and. to fufpend it till the matter had been fairly dif« 
Vol. XV. , Ss cuiTed, 



.Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3H PARLrAl«ENtAltY A. 1784. 

' aifled. Mr* Stanhope faid> he fubmitted this propofition 
for the fake of the right honourable gentleman, whom he 
"wilhed fincercly well. If the tax was known to' be fuf- 
pended, the country would be quiet ; but if it was itnder- 
ftood to be going on, fuch a clamour and noife would be 
raifed throughout the kingdom, as never bad been occa- 
fioned by any tax, however unpopular, fence the Revolu- 
tion, or at leaft, he would fay, fincc the general excife. 
H the right honourable gentleman would take his advice, 
axid agree to ps^s oyer the tax for the preient, he fliould 
be extremely happy, and the difcuilion would come on 
hereafter more undifturbed, and unmixe4 with prejudice; 
but if the right honourable gentleinan fiiould be of, ano* 
' ther opinion, he (x>uld only fay, he would not that day 
* vote againjd the tax. 
SirWiUiaQi Sir fVlUiam Cunynghame declared the tax went to deftroy 
Cunyng. ^be vcry vitals of the part of the kingdom that he bc- 
*""*' longed to. The people there muft be totally ruined by 
y any tax on coals ; they had no wood to cut down to make 
fires, and they were too -poor to pay any fuch tax, as the ' 
right honoorable gentleman ha^ propofed; he therefore 
(bould hold it to be his duty to give the tax a brain Mow, 
if poiTible, at the very firft ftage of it \ and for that rea- 
r * fon, if he was the fingle man who walked out of the 
door,/ he was /determined <o take^he fenfe of tiie Houfe 
upon it that day. 
Mr. Demp* Mr. Djtmpfler rofe to intreat his honourable friend to for^i- 
^^^* bear any fuch rafli intention as that he had juft fiated* 

Mr. Dempfter faid, his honourable frieiid, he was perfua- 
ded) was not awane what injury he would do the caufe he < 
meant to fupport, by taking the fenfe # of, the iioufe upon 
the tax that day. After the open, manly, honourable, 
and fair declaration made by the right honourable Chaa- 
c^llor of the Exchequer, it would be to the laft degree ita« 
' proper not to let the tax proceed a ftep farther, and to re>- 
ferve a trial of the queftxon refpefling it, till that trial 
could be had with full information in their pofieiBoiu 
After what had paffed that, day, Mr. Dempfter declared, . 
that although no man more fincefely wiflied to comply 
with what be knew to be the defire of his conitituents, 
had the right honourable gentleman piopofed a tax on the 
bible, he would that day divide with him upon \t\ and yet 
his honourable friend knew that their countrymen would 
not be very well pleafed with a tax upon th^ bpok be had 

«en- 
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mjentioned, or think v^ry highly of any man who ihould 
fupport fuch a tax. Mr. Dempfter faid farther, tha^ t^e ' * 
right honourable gentleman had done his duty manfully 
Vind ably. It was an arduous and an invidious talk to pro- 
pofe taxes to be impofed on the Peoplcj and when a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer met the difficulty of the day 
with becoming courage, it was ihameful to fuffer him to 
ftand as the (ingle obje£l to be baited. He ought to be ^ 
fupported, and he ihould have his .fupport, though he ' 

eould not approve of the whol6 of the taxes ; that on li- 
eepfes was an o^preflive, and he could fay as unjuft as any 
tax ever propofed. In London, ten pounds might be a 
trifle for a brewer to pay for a licenfe ; but in Scotland, 
which fwarmed with little brewers, fuch a fum could not be 
affbrdcKi to be paid by fcarcely any one brewer in every fliire. 

Sir fVillkim CMnynghame faid nothing oh earth fliould di- SirWiUia« 
ver^.him from his purpofe. The tax would prove the an- Cunyog. 
nihilation of his coujitry if it was fufFered to exift, and he ^*"^'^* 
was determined to take every opportunity of endeavouring ^ 

to <T\x&i it that offered. He did aflure the ri^ht honour- 
able gentleman, that he oppofed it froit^ principle, and for 
the reafon he had ftated, and not from atay motive or per* 
fopal ill-will to him. 

Mr. Mar/ham faid, he was happy to fee the Iloufe likely Mr Mar. 
,to a£l in a manner fo different from that in which he had Aiam. 
expe£kcd they would. a£k that day. He thought the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer deferved the thanks of his coun- 
try for funding fp much of the unfunded debt, as well as . 
for the large fum he had provided taxes fqr^ There 
were, . however, fome. of thofe propofed that were ob- 
jeftionable, and^coals was not the only one. The li^ . 
cenfe on hop grounds was an extrenrie bad tax. It would ' 
annihilate all thofe who grew a few acres of hops only 9 
and he in his confciencc belieVed, it would rather tend t^ 
diminifli than inereafe the revenue. 

Sir Matthew White BidUy faid, he chiefly rofe to mafcq SirM, w. . 
an apology to the right honourable gentleman for a hafty RUley, 
exprefiion that had dropped from him iii the courfe of the 
debate the preceding day. He bad faid, the honourable 
gentleman had propofed a tax on coals without knowing 
any thing upon the fubjeft : all he meant was, that- thoff 
who had given the right honourable gentleman what infor- 
mation he had received refpefting coals, ^either were ig^ 
aoraat them£slvc$, or they had deceived bi^n. Yi,c there- 
* , ^ S 8 2; ^fore 
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fore aflced the right honourable gentleman's pardon, if 
what he had faid was conftrued to be a pcrfonal imputa- 
tion upon him.' Sir Matthew declared, he was fo per- 
fc£tly aware of the bad principle of the coal tax, that Kc 
had come down determined to divide the Houfe, againft it 
. that day ; but after what the right honourable gentleman 
had faid, he -would not oppbfe it in the prefent ftage. 

Sir John Sir ^ohn fVrotteJky faid, he like wife had come down,- dc- 

'Wiotteflcy. termined to take the fenfe of the Houfe againft the coal 
tax ; but in confequence of the handfpme prppofition of 
the right honourable gentleman, he would not. Sir John 
declared, the more he confidered the coal tax, the more 
he was convinced it could not' be perfifted in, without 
proving' the ruin of our manufafturcs. He offered to wait 
on Mr, Pitt with any other gentleman, and give him every 
information on the fubjedi in his power. 

Mr. Shcri-, Mr. Sheridan earneftly deprecated the honourable Baro- 

i^"^ net's taking the fenfe of the Houfe (in the coal tax that 

dayi He pointed out the extreme unfairnefs of oppofing 
any tax in that ftage. How could the honourable Baronet 
know whether every poffible obje£tion might not be cured 
by fome regulation or other contained in the bill ? How ' 
^ did he know that Scotland might ;iot be wholly exempted 
from the tax ? [A loud laugh] it certainly, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, ^as poffible,^ and %\\\ the bill was before them, no 

/ man had a right to contend that Scotland would not be 

exempted, although he. was aware the right honourable 
gentleman had faid, he maant to extend the tax to Scot- 
land^ Mr. Sheridan declared, if his worthy friend did 
divide the Houfe, he would divide with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer againft him. 

The queftion was then put, *' That thefe refolutions be 
^\ read a fecond time," which was carried, and Mr^, Hat- 
/ iel proceeded to read them one by one,* 

Mr.HuiTey. /Mr. Huffey rofe to fay a few words on the taxe$« He 
d!d not think the coal tax the tax principally objcftion- 
able ; what ftruck him as much, if not more fo, was the 
tax on candles. It might, he knew, be faid, the amount 
was fmall, and the poor paid but little to it. The aflcr- 
tion was true ; but then it ought to be remembered, that' 
though the tax took but little out j5)f the pockets of the 
poor, it took it from thofe who had but little to live on, 
an4 nothing to fpare. Trifling, therefore, as it might 
appear to men in eafy iituations in lifej it was a grievous 

burden 
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burden to the poor, and as fuch it had his abhorrence. 
Having faid this, Mr.. Huffey went into an examination 
of the financial part of the budget. He lamented that 
Mn Fox was abfent, for he wiflied to have anfwered fomc 
of his remarks en the five per cent. fund. Mr. Huffey 
thought Mr. Pitt had great merit in funding fo much of 
the unfunded debt as he had done, but why not fund the • 
whole of it? He thought the argument with refpeft to 
keeping up the price of a five per cent, fund in the market 
told cxaftly the other way from that in which the Chan- 
cellor had fuppofed : he was of opinion, letting it be' un- 
derftood that it would be foon paid off, would mod tend 
to keep up this price — The money lenders, Mr. Huffey 
remarked,' were apt to be inconfiftent in their reafonings. 
fiitherto they had contended, that the quantity of ^unfunded , 
debt kept the market price of all the (locks down ; now, 
when the right honourable gentleman had wifhed to fund 
the whole of the debt, they thought proper to objeft, and 
affert, that if the whole was funded, that would keep the 
ftocks low — This was certainly inconfiftent reafdning — 
Mr. Huffey entered very much at large into the defence of 
a five per cent, fund, and coXild not but be of opinion, that 
the whole of the loan would have been better had it been 
raifed in that manner. Mr. Huffey alfo repeated the qucC-' 
tipn put the preceding day by Mr. Fox, as to what fitu- 
ation the navy-bill holders ftood, who fhould refufe to fub- 
fcribe to the new fund ? This queftion brought on a long 
converfation on the fubjeft. . 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to declare it gave him pain to Mr. Chm. 
differ from Mr. Huffey, with whom he' generally thought "^^^^^P'"* 
on financial fubje£ts ; but he eould not approve his reafon- 
ing that day : Mr. Pitt contended, that Mr. Huffey's pre-* - 
ference of not declaring the five per cent, irredeemable, 
amounted to an aVowdl, that it wa$ worth while to borrow 
five per cents, that year at ninety-three, in order to pay . • 
them off at a' hundred three years hence. 

Mr. Huffqr replied, and deiended himfelf from the charge 
of abfurdity. 

Lord Adahdn attacked Mr. Huffey, and faid he had not Ld.Mahoa. 
calculated with his ufijal Accuracy. His Lordfliip avowed 
^imfelf a warm friend to a five per cent, coiifidered Vi^ith 
a view to redemption. In the courfe of his fpeech, he 
faid, he hjd no doubt, if the Miniftry were fuffered to go * 
4}p, in the proper way in which they had begun, and to 

profe-* 



• Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



)st PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

profccuted tbc good works they h^ fet on fook, Wf tjic 

• whole of the xtational debt v/ouid foon be paid. [An um^ 

verfal loud laugh Hi& Lordfuip declared he was glad to 
hear tbejaugh, he hoped the Public felt as the Houfe did; 
it was in that fei^ling he'refted his hopes of the great poiftt 
he had ftatcd receiving completion. 

Mr.Htiffcy. Mr. HuJJey anfwered the noble Lord, and faid, happy 
as he (hould be to witnef^ the payment of the laft ihiUing 
of the uationalr debt^i yet he was not fanguine enough to 
^xpe£l it. 

iir Charles/ Sii Charks Myddliion faid, that wli^t bad paflcd oa tWo 

ilyddiecoo. fubj^£l of the navy bills gave him fome uneafinefs; if thd 
jneafure propofed had any tendency to impair the eedfi-t 
dence of the money holders in that fpecies of fecurity, it 
would be feverely felt in all futuie payments by th^ 
fJavy Board. 

Mr Chan- ^^* Chancellor Pitt faid, that the i^ight hoaoufabk 

ctllor Pitti gentleman's zeal for a department which he fo- worthily* 
filled, led him to apprehenfxons whi^h were ill founded : 
the meafure propofed was ^n arrarrg/ement which the Pitb* 
lie had a right to make -— He never would allow tteit \\/6 
nai?y-biU holders had a right 10 be paid at any giv€a linie^ 
contrary to the Public convenience ; but they had » right, 
wften paid, to have preferertcc according to the feniority 
of their claims, and that right he ccnifidered as facred. 

Sir Charici Sir ChafUs Myddleton anfwered, that this explanation had 

Myddlcton. f^Uy fatisfied him. 

l/ix, Eden. Mr. Eden faid, that this converfation between the Comp- 
trQller of the Navy and the Chancellor of the Excheqaer, 
bad created a very ferious doubt in his mind, which hfi 
would ftate to the Houfe — He had no utieaiinefs for the 
money holders, whp would take due care of themfelves; 
but be felt an anxiety for the public faith, $iid was confix 
dent that the Ch^iLQellor of the Exchequer ra«ant not to 
give any woynd' to it by the prefent tranfaif^ion : but- what 

' "was the fa£b ? An offer of great extent was made to tbs 

^holders of navy'billft, under which ofi«r they were to re- 
ceive what was defcribed to be an equivalent in difcbargd 
of theit bills, f^uppofing them 1k> Jiccept that propofed 
equivalent, was it not to all intents and purpoffbs a paf- 
ment ? Suppofe, then, the offer to be accepted by tbc. 
holders of th)s moft^^recent bills iii point of date, and td be 
decidedly rejfefiked by the holder of the oldeft bills j will 
apt the infer^c^ be^ that tfao& who h^ve a ,facred daim 
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from ieniorftjr to be firft paid, are foicibly poftponed to 
. ediers^ and if any lofs (faould refult to tb^ i« confe-* 
quence, or any inconvenience, will they not be intitied to 
lay that they are f^tfcring by the falfc faith of rfie Public ? 
He ftated this with the mote earueftnefs^ becaufe be. waa 
cordially defiroua to . promote the Aieafure to which this 
proportion led, natn^ly, the eilablifliment of a five per 
cent, fund., He would not enter into the -niceties and in« 
tricacies of that difcuHion ; he had never heard it without 
fe<]^eAing that gentlemen in many {>arts of it bewildered 
their own imaginations, and the judgements; of thofe who 
had bftened to them -~ But he would ftate one poflible 
cafe, in which there might be a dear advantage to the 
Public in a five per cent, fund : fuppofe the four per cents 
to life to par, if there were at the fame time a proportioa 
rf funds at five per cent. th€y would rife to above one 
hundred and twenty ; in fuch a moment^ if the nation were 
able tb Aifcharge a part of its debt, ihe advantage 6f paying 
off the five per cents, at par was great and obvious. He 
muit add, however, that he much difliked the condition 
^aftTieXcd to the five .per cents now propofcdj namely, that 
they weit 4iot to be paid off till twenty-five millions of the 
iSiree and four per cents were difcharged — It was a diftant 
and inoft indefinite profpecSt, and might be attended witk 
many collateral inconveniences, unneceffary to be defcribed 
in the various pofiible circumitances and arrangements of 
finatvce^ * 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that be could not admit Mr. Chtn- 
tbat the offer of the bill holders could be produdiVe of any "**®' ***'^ 
breach of public faith — -It was a fubllitution and not a 
payment ; it was a change of denomination of the Public 
debt 5 to be made only by confent of the creditors ; and 
fuph creditors who cnofe to iland out would have it in 
their power* 

Mr. $heridm argued, -that -this anfwcp was not fatisfac* Mt. Sheti- 
tory ; the word fubftitution could not change the nature of ***"• 
the t%ing ; if the ofi'eir to the bill holders was confidered 
as a payment at par by the holders of the late bills and not 
.by» the holders of the old bills; it followed, that a 'prefe- 
rable payment was made to thofe who had confefledly no 
claim to preference ; he placed this idea in feveral points 
of. view — He added that the navy-bill holders would be 
more difpofed to hold out, becaufe a famous fpeech of the 
Earl of Sbelburne's, under which the prefent Chancellor of 

' , > . the 
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the Exchequer'stfitoatioil commenced, had expreffly ftated/ 
'that this mode of payment (hould be difcontiuued as 
ruinous. ^ . 

llr.Dunaat Mr. Dundas anfweted, that his righ* honourable friend 
certainly meant to conform. to the falutary dotJrines re- 
commended in the fpeech/ alluded to ; but it did not vary 
the prefent queftion, which was merely an offer to fuch 
navy-bill holders as chofe to accept it, leaving the rights 
of all others unimpaired and untouched. 
• - When Mr. Hatfel (the cleik) came to read the coal-lax 

rcfolution, 
The Sari of -The Earl of Surrey xoic and dated his reafons for op- 
^»"*y» pofing it ; his Lordlhip faid, he was convinced the prin- 
ciple of the tax was fo bad, that no ijtiodification whatevci: 
could make it fuch as ought to b^ adopted, , In order, 
therefore, to afford the right honourable gentleman as 
. much time as poilible' to think upon another tax in lieu 
of it, he would takje the JTenfe of the Houfe againft it that 
day. 
Sir Herbert ^ Sir Herbert AfachuorthMdj he would not debate the tax 
MadtwortH then, after the handfome manner in which the right ho* 
nourable Chancellor of the Exch^qu^r had exprefled him- 
felf upon the fubjeA, he only rofe to flate in one word 
why he tould not approve it.. Sir Herbert, then, with 
"great earueflnefs, urged feveral arguments agaiiiA it^ 
and among others faid, the poor in many parts of the 
country might bo faid to live upon the warmth of their 
/ coal fire, and whep fo heavy a tax ,was laid upon coals, 
they would be deprived of their chief means of exif- 
tence. . - 

Mt. Gafcoyne a^d other gentlemen objedled to it, but 
' faid they would not divide againft it in that early ftage. At 
length the queftion was put ; 

Ayes, - - - - - - 144 

- No^s,, f - ' • - - - * 4 

\ The four were, Lord Surrey, Sir William CunynghamCt 

Mr. HuiTey, and Mr. Stanley. 

When the Clerk came to the refolution relative £0 ord- 
nance debentures. 
Sir Herbert Sir Herbert Mackwmh rofe, ^nd very ftreniioufly pleaded 
M*ckworth|he caufe of the holders of thofe debentures; contend- 
ing, that as they bore no intereft, and navy bills did 
after a certaiix. period^ the holders of the ordnance /ie* 

» Ventures 
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1)cnturcs, who had, during the laft war been kept out of ^ 

their money thirty-fix months, inftead of fifteen only, 
(which was the utmoft period the debentures remained . 
putftanding formerly) were intitled to fome favour ; and 
the favour, Sir Herbert faid, would be compenfated, if as 
much of the ordnance debentures were paid ofi^ as the de* 
benturesup to December, 1782, amounted to. 

After a good deal of converfation on this fubje£l and 
others' of the taxes, 

. The fix firft rcfolutions of the Committee being read a 
fecond time, w^re agreed to by the Houfe. 

The fevcnih, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 
refolutlons of the Committee being read a fecond time, 
-were, with feveral amendments tljercunto, agreed to by the 
Houfe, and are as follow, viz* ' 

That there be charged for and upon all bricks which fhall 
be made in Great Britaiui by whatfoever name or names 
they now are or hereafter may he called or known, a duty 
of "two.fhillings and fix pence for every thoufand, and fo in 
proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of plain tiles, a duty of three 
Ihillings for every thoufand, and fo in proportion for any ' 
greater or left quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly ' 
called or known by the nameof pan or ridge tiles, a duty'^pf 
ieight fliiliings for every thoufand, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly- 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, not exceeding 
.ten inches fquarc, a duty of one fhilling and fix pence for 
every hundred, and fp in proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commpnlf 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, exceeding 
ten inches fquare, a duty of three fhillings for every hun- 
dred, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, other than 
iuch as are before enumerated and defcribed, by whatfoever 
pame or names fuch tiles now are or hereafter may be called 
orknown, aduty, of three (hillings for every thoufand, and 
fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity^ 

The fubfcqucnt refolutions of the Committee being read 
a fecond time, were agreed to by the Houfe. 

Vol. XV.. - T t Julf 
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On the report of a bill for allow^ig Sir Aftiton Lever \9 

difpofc of his mufeum ,by way of lottery, and on a motion 

for enabling hiiti to enlarge the period, the Earl of Surrey 

made fome farther remarks, and the report, with the amend- 

, mcnt, was agreed to. ' '^ 

The order of the day having been moved,' for the Houfc 
to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
take into confideration the petition of the Eaft-India Com* 
pany, the !^eport of the Court of Direftors, ftating the af- 
fairs of the Company, and the Report of the Committee 
of the Houfe, appointed to examine into the fa£ts ftated 
. in the Report of the Dircftors, and thofe papers having 
been feverally referred to the Committee, the Speaker left 
the chair, and Mr. Gilbert took his feat at the table. 
Mr. Chan- ' Mr Chancellor Pin then rofe and faid, although the 
ceJior Pitt, papers upon the table involved in them many important 
and complicated confiderations, that would neceffarily call 
for a full difcuffion, yet he did not conceive that to-be the 
proper moment to bring the difcuffion forwards, or that 
he fliould have any reafon to take up any great portion of 
' the time of the Houfe in ftating, what he fhould think it 

neceffary to fay, preparatory to his making the motion 
with which he intended to conclude, which would be 
(imply a motion for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
the Eaft-India Company. Future opportunities of difcuffion 
of all the affairs relative to India and to the Company would 
offer themfelves in the progrefs of the bill, and as that dit 
cuffion muft then be held, he fhould not for the prefent 
- go much at large into thc' fubjeft. The rife or the down- 
fai of the Company's affairs- was an obje£t that was inti- 
ipately connefted with the vigour or decline of the Britifli 
. cohftitution, and every effort to extricate them from diffi- 
culties was a ftep towards national independence. What- 
•ever the opinions of gentlemen might Be, refpefting the 
courfe that Parliament ought to take with the India Com- 
. ' pany; however involved their cirtumftances might eventu- 
ally prove;, or however much the regulation of their tcr* 
ritorial concerns might be coupled with political difquifi- 
tion, ftill it was his duty to enter fpeedily upon the difcuf- 
fion of their affairs ; and he would do it thearfully becaufc 
he was confcious of the redlitude of his intentions. When 
the meafure which he fliould propofe came to be difcuffed, 

. every 
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every circumftancc of the Report would come propferly into 
review; and in the mean time all that was neceffary for the 
motion with which he intended to trouble the Committee, 
and oh which he apprehended there coiild be little obfer- 
yation, was the general objeft of the Report, and the im- 
mediate meafure which was neceffary^ In confidering this, 
he would draw the Committee to the three principal points 
in the Company's prefent neccflity. ' 

^ Firft, The debts which were due by the Company to the 
public by the accumulation of duties, and in the difcharge . / 

of which un^queftionably it would be requifite for the Pub- 
lic to indulge them for a time. To poftpone the duties for 
a time was certainly an. inconvenience which the Public . 
could hardly bear; but as it was fo necefiary to the Com- 
pany, and as the inconvenience to the Public, though ma- 
terial, would not be in any degree to be compared to the 
injury which they muft fuftain through the Company, if 
they fhould be diftreffpd by forcing the paymcint; it was ' 
therefore his idea, that time ihould be given tp the Com- 
pany to difcharge this debt; but certainly the indulgence 
fhould be guarded, and no longSr time be given than was 
aftually neceflary. 

• The fccond fubjeft in this inquiry was, the bills which 
were drawn upon the Company from India, part of which 
were now accepted, and part lying unaccepted, or of which 
notice was received. This' was a queftion infinitely more 
doubtful and delicate than the preceding — It was eafy to 
comprehend' the whole extent of the injury which would \ 

be fuftained by patting off the payment of the duties; but 
it was not fo eafy to perceive all th^ evils which might 
follow from fuffering the Company to accept the bills which 
were, or which might be, drawn in India, He wiflied to 
zOl in this matter with extreme cautiorr; and he fhould 
certainly be happy in fubmitting his ideas, and in govern- 
ing himfelf by the wifdom of the Houfe, in ftriking the . 
medium, aAd fettling how far they ought to go, and where 
to ftop in this bufinefsr 

The third point was the dividend which the Company iq 
tlieir prefent circumftances oiight to make, and which 
mighfbe regulated in this bill. To as to enable the Com- 
pany t© aft on a certain bafis, without applying from time 
to time for authority to do i% in a capricious way. Thefe 
three were th« chief paints oii which he thought it neceffary 

T t 2 , ti* 
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to Inimacbrert ih the prefent ftage, as the topics on which 
' he was to ground the bill to be brought in. 

On the nrft^ point, namely, the poftponing of the duties, • 
it was his opinion, that they fliould be divided into parts, 
and that indulgence ihould be given to the Company to the 
end of the year 1785, for'the lait; that is to fay, that the 

' duties due up to a certain time (hould be paid in fix ihonths 

ixovci Januafy . next, and the remainder, whiclj might be 

•due at the end of the year, (hould be 'paid in twelve months. 

' Shorter time he did not think it would be advifeable to give, 

for it was better to comply with the Company's req^ucft in 

- this refpe^ than to tie them down to feverer terms, which 
might afterwards afford them an argument for a frefli ap- 

_ plication. The right honourable gentleman then proceeded 
to ftate bis ideas on the fubjeft of the bills —^ Certainly it 
was neceffary that Parliament (hould proceed with the ut- 
moft caution* Bills to a very confiderable, amount were 
already retcived and accepted— Bills to a ^m^ch greater 
amount were announced, and more were expedied — What 
was to be done in this bufinefs? The Company ftatedin 
their Report probable grounds of belief, that they would 
be in circumftances to anfwer . th^ir demands. They 
cxpofed what they Relieved to be the real ftate of their af- 
fairs— r They acknowledged their prefent etnbariaffments; 
but they ftated the; profpe.£ls on which they made their 
application to Parliament for leave to fign the bills which 
were coming home. It appeared that they owed a debt of 
five millions in India : the accounts of what they had fuf- 
fcred by the w^r were not yet fully made up, nor could 

* their a/mount fee properly afcertained; certainly, however, 
their circumftances in India were not flattering; but with- 
* out indulging too- warm and flattering ideas on the one 

hand, or notions too gloomy and deiefting on the other, 
' lie was of opinion that there were rational profpeds of the 
Company, and fuch as would juftify the Houfc in autho- , 
rifing them to accept of the bills of which they had received 
^ notiee. He muft ftate, however, that this rational hope 
could, only be fuftained by the moft rigid and inflexibio 
CEConoray -^ The ^ftabli(hments muft pay the ftrideft at- 
tention to principles of reform, and Aren of par(imony^-r 
Orders muft be obeyed, and the fyftem amended through* 
out -^ There were but two ways of recovering the Com- 

*j[)any-— the one, that their commerce, by the regulations 
to be made here, (hould be jrcndered more productive than 
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of late; or that arrangements fhould be mkde in their pre* 
fidencies, and refpurces be found there to maintain the ex-' 
pence of their fupport, without coming on the beneficial part 
of the Company's trade at home. To accomplifh both thefe ' 
objeflrs was wnat he moft , defired to fee — He had hopes 

' that the beneficial trade co China might be amended by 
regulation^ in the revenue laws at home*— and he trufted 
that wife regulations at home, properly enforced abroad^ 
might carry reform through the prefidencies. With this 
view, and in this hope, he was of opinion that the Com- 
pany ihould be fufFered to accept the bills of which they 

' had receive^ notice, and which were, in truth,* neceflary 
to the 'fupport of their credit. 

It was not for him to diftate to the united wifdom of - * 
that honourable Hoitfe ; if it did become him fo to do, he - 
would certainly recommend a fpeedy but prudent genero- 
fity — The wifdom of the fchemes which were then to be 
adopted, would for ever determine the confequehce of the 
Eaft-India Company. Their future as well as their prefent 
'credit was at that moment depending, and upon their cre- 
dit was depending, in an eminent degree^ that of the whole 
3ritilh empire. It was therefore incumbent on that Houfe, 
to determine quickly what courfe they meant to take. ' He 
could not fufFer himfelf to. think that they would permit 
. the affairs of the Company to become defperate, by an . 

enormous accumulation of bills; He trufled that they fore- ^ 

faw the danger of fuch an event, and that they would flep 
forwards with prudence 5ind liberality to obviate its confe- 
quences. From the late enquiries which he had made 
into the ftate of the Company's finances, and from the very - 
ample and fatisfa£i:ory accounts which he bad obtained in ^ 

fonfequence of thofe inquiries, he had no room for enter- 
taining a fingle idea, that the Company would not, at the 
periods he had - mentioned^ be able to fulfil every engage- 
ment which they had come under to the nation. There 
inight be circumftances, inthe progrefsof their afEiirs, that ' 
might difappoint their befl-foUnded expe£tatioQ8, and req-^ 
der their fyftems of payment abortive. They might expe- 
rience drawbacks from the extent of infurances on their 
Ihips and goods, or from the lofs of fhips and goods that 
had nol been infured — Thefe were contingencies^ againft 
the approach ai>d cfFeds of which np human fagacity could ^ 
provide — At that moment thpy were unfeen, and he hoped 
»t a great diftance. There wa$, he owned^ a very heavy 

debt 
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debt ftandihg againft the Company in India: but. then he 
begged leave to communicate to the Houfe, that the afpcft 
' of things in that quarter was by no means (o unpleafant and 

gloomy as it had been frequently reprefented : he could, 
without giving any high colourir^ to what now exifted in 
the Eaft^ affure thit country, that a few years tranquillity, 
ia fyftem of exertion and frugality, would undoubtedly ren- 
der our Indian poiTefGons affluent and profperous. That 
alTurance he gave with much plcafure; becaufe he believed 
that India would now enjoy that peace, and that Parliament 
would enforce that a6live oecbnomy, wjiich the prefcntflatc 
of afFairs fo ftrongly recommends. He then explained his 
; ideas on the fubjeft of the dividend, and concluded with 
^ , moving «* That the Chairman be dire6l:ed Jo move for leave 

** to bringin a bill to go to thefe points." 
Hr.Francis Mr. Francis rofe to alk a queftion pf information from 

v the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Obferving that it was 
. propofed to bring in a bill to permit the Court of Direc- 
tors to accept draughts to a very confiderable amount, which 
they were now by law reftrained from accepting, and that 
the firft effect of fuch an aft woiijd be to prevent the bjlls 
being protefted for non-acceptance, he wifbed to know whe- 
ther, in the opinion of the righjt honourable gentleman, the 
faith of the Legiflature would be tKereby pledged to the 
holders pf the bills in any, and in what degree, to make good 
' the payment, if it (hould happen, that when the bills became 
due, the Court of Direftors Ihould be unable to difchargc 
the whole or any part of them. That as the bills now pro- 
pofed to be accepted, with others, which would fbon fland 
in the fame predicament, amounted to fome millions fter- 
ling, it was a very ferioiis national confideration, whether 
Parliament ought^ in any ftiape, direftly or indireftly, to 
make itfelf relponfible to the creditors^ for the payment of 
their demands. • \ 

4 Mr. Francis farther obferved, that Mr. Pitt had expreffcd 

a fanguine hope that great retrenc^iirlents would foon^ be 
made in the Cortipiany's expencci in India, and a rigid oeco- 
nomy obferved hereafter ; and that he had argued on this 
hope, as if it afnounted to a perfcft fecurity; but that for 
his part, Jbe could not conceive on what foundation fuch 
hopes of future, oeconomy were entertained, unlefs they 
were derived from a knowledge of the grofleft prodigality 
and profufion,, which, it was not denied, had prevailed, and 

^ ftill cxiited in Inilia. That, with refpeft to the prohibition 

; of 
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of future bills being drawn on the Direaors, liowevcr pofi- 
tive and ftrift it might be, it would aflbredly be found in- 
effe£tual; for that, in the cafe of prcffing exigencies abroad^ 
there might be no other rcfource, and neccffity would thea 
compel the Company's fervants to have recourfe to this mea- 
fure. The limilar prohibitions, in time paft, had been at. 
ftrong as they could be; but that reafons, whether real br 
exaggerated, had never been wanting, for inftanlly doing 
the very thing that .was forbidden, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obfervcd in reply, that the honou- Mr, C!u«^ 
Table getitleman had put a queftion to him^ which any other ceilor PUci 
gentleman was juft as competeht to anfwer as he was, be- 
caufe it was not a queftion that had relation to any faftj'but 
a queftion that referred folely to a matter of opinion. For 
him, therefore, to lay down the opinion of the Houfe upoa 
the queftion, would be an unpardonable prefumption; his 
own opinion upon the cafe put to him, he was very ready 
to declare that moment; and his own opinion wa% the Pub-' 
Jic had no occafion to have any fecurity, becaufe they were 
not anfwerable for the debts of the Company. Mr. Pitt de- 
clared, he had been perfedlly aftonifhed, when on former 
occafions he had heard it ferioufly contended, that whea 
Parliament empowered the Company to accept bills, it 
pledged the public faith for the payment of thofe bills, and 
was bound to provide for their difcharge, in cafe the Com- 
pany Ihould fail to honour them when prefented. This lan- 
guage wa9 fo palpably, fallacious, that he imagined thofe 
whp held it moft loudly had not believed Vvhat they faid at 
the time. The faft undoubtedly was, the Public were in no . 
way afFefled whatever by the authority about to be given to 
the Eaft-India Company; for what was the authority in 
queftion, but an authority, to mak6 ufe of their own credit 
and property ? What had the rublic to do with either? 
They were neither involved direftly nor indireflly, it being 
the credit and property of the Eaft-India Company folely, 
and not the credit and property of the Public, that the. 
holders of the bills confidercd and accepted as their fecurity 
for the amount. "^ . 

' Mr. Fox faid, he was perfeftly aWare, that when Parlia- Mr.Faiv 
ment or the Lords of the Treafury, authorifed the BUift- 
India Company to accept bills 10 a greater amount than the 
300 oool. to whichthey were limited by the regulating aft 
of 1773, the Public was not legally bound, in like manner, 
as a private individual was bound, when he indorfed a bill 
4 or 
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or a note of handy to make good the payment in cafe the 
]perfon who ought to ]pay the hill failed fo to do; bat be muft 
flill contend, that when Parliament afted as it had done 
with the Eaft-India Company, when it took their afBuri 
wholly under its cognizance and exagiinationj and after that 
luthorifed and permitted the Company to accept bills be* 
,y6nd the limit to which they were reftri&ed by a former 
fiatute, Parliament in that cafp held out to the Public, that- 
it was its opinion, that the bills fo accepted might be pru- 
dently, difcrcetly, and fafely taken-; and by fo doing. Par- 
liament, from every principle of honour add juftice, was 
bound, though certainly not legally bound; to^take care that 
the Public mould be no lofer by trufting to the opinion it 
had induced them to entertain. 

Mr.DuAdat Mr. Dundas faid, he was extremely happy to find the im« 
portant point then under difcuflion agitated fo early in the 
debate. It was of infinite confcquence, that if a doubt re- 
mained floating on any man's mind on the fubjed:, it fhduld 
be wiped aw*^. In order to cleat* up thefe doubts, if any 
there were, he hid rifcn. Nothing, he faid, could be more 
cectain, than that the Public, if the bill fhould pafs,* allow- 
ing the Eaft-India Company to accept bills to a greater 
amount than the amount to which they were reftriScd by 
the regulating bill of 1773, was in no way pledged, either 
direftly or indireftly, to make good the paycnent of thofc 
bills in cafe the Eaft-India Company ft^ould fail to difcharge 
them. In order to fee this more clearly, gentlemen had only 
to refer tp the caufe of the reftriftion's having been origi- 
nally impofed on the Company, and the manner in, which 
that reftriftion- w^s to be governed and to operate. . la 
1773, the queftion to whom the territorial acquiiitions 
• made by the Eaft-India Company's trpops belonged, was 
.fp far agitated, that ^ claim was fet up by Parliamenr, to a 
fhare of profits made by the Company;* and in order that 

' , fuch claim might not be inequitably urged, fo as to trench 

upon wh^ might be fuppofed to be the dear commercial 
gains of the Company, it was i»greed, that the Company 
mould divide eight per cent, every yea"!* that thpir aggregate 
profits amounted to fo much; after wj;jich the Public were 
to come in for their (hare, and to divide with the Company 
equally : but in order to prevent the Company from de- 
priving the Public of the right thus eftaWiflied, and in ordf r 
to prevent them from appropriating the whole remainder of 

their 
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tfaeir pri>firs to the payments of bills that might be frandn* 
lently fcnt over from India, they were reftrifled from ac* 
cepting bills beyond a limited amount, without the ex- 
prcfs confcnt of the Lords of the Treafury. The qucftion 
then came prccifely to this point — From what was it that 
the Legiilature had reflriCted the Eaft-Indla Company? 
Undoubtedly, from making the remainder of their protits 
4tabletathe payments of the bills, accepted by them; in 
other words, from a firee yif^ of their own credit and their 
own property. Thus much, therefore, he was ready to ad- ' 

' mit he did, when he gave his confent to the Company's ac- ,' 

cepting more bills than to the amount to which they were 
reftriftcd by the regulating bill, viz. he gave up on the 
part of the Public, their claim to a dividend on the credit , 
and property of the Company to lb much amount, as the 
amount of the bills they might accept; but to fay that he 
pledged the Public, direftly or indiredty, in any way 
whatever,, to make good the payment of thofe bills, was a 
faft which he flatly denied. 

. Mr. /V^r adhered to his opinion, nolwithftanding what Mr. Fox, 

had been urged by the learned gentleman ; for, as he had a 

right to prcfume, that people would not advance their money 

to the Company in its prefent diftreffed fituation, if they 

|. thought it ftood unfupported by the Public, fo he had a right 

I' to argue, that their advancing their money, as foon as the 

I Treafury fliould confent to the acceptance of the bills, was 

[' to be folely afcribed to the idea,' that ^s Parliament and the 

i Public flood in the light of guarantees, that the Company's 

refources would be found equal to all its engagements ; and, 

therefore, if thcfe refources fhould afterwards fail, the na^ 

tion might well be thought by the bill-holders a fecurity for 

the payment of the bills. 

Mr. Jenkinfon agreed with the Chancellor of the Exche- Mr.jenkiii- 
. quer and Mr. Dundas in thinking that the Public would in f«n« 
DO fliape be bound by the permiffion which they gave to the 
acceptance for the payn^nt of ihe bills. He was always of 
opinion, that the Public were rtot in any degree whatever 
rcfponfible for the credit of the Company. The commu- 
nity at largewere in fome degree afFeded by whatever prefTed 
on individuals ; and individuals -ftood in this relation to the 
whole, in proportion to the extent of their property ; fo that 
the national credit and that of the Eaft-India Company had 
no other connection than that which inviolably fubiifted be* 
tween the country in general and every othejr trading ftock. 
- Vol. XV. U u The 
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The ppifiion of Parltument did nat, therefore, iMod the pob^ 
lie fupd^ with any additional burden, whatever might be the 
fate of this Company. He did not, for his part, appcib*. 
bend the Treafury in the fmaileft degree anfwerable for 
tbofe bills, any farther than aiFeifted by the folvency of 
the Company, or its ability to fatisfy all its creditors to the 
f»3il. The Houie of Commons only exercifed i^s owd judge- 
ment, which could not have any influence whatever in conir 
pcUing the conftituents of that Houfe to make good the debts 
of the Company. Thocrgh Parliament yvere at prefent of 
opinion Uie affairs of the Company were proraifing and pro- 
- fperous, the nation was not in confequence pledged that 
thpfe encouraging circumflances (hould in iIq future period 
undergo the leaft alteration. All reafoning which regarded 
futurity, he was fatisfied, was liable to milconftrujlion and 
mifapprehenfion ; but he {hould ever be of opinion, that the 
Company only was r.efponfible for its own credit; and that 
\hofe who poffefled ftock on any other principle were in ao 
/ error, which, however, he trufted might^prove an harmleft 

one, but which, in the event of a failure in the Company, 
would draw along with it the moft fatal and diftrefling cir«- 
C|imftanccs. He, for one, {hould 'be extremely forry in- 
. d^ed, tp find the Public lojaded with all the debts of all the 
corporations and trading companies, to the affairs of whidi 
fonae interforence of Par^ament might have been found ne? 
cefTary. This would hang like a millftone about the neA 
of the nation, and mufl inevitably fink pur credit for even 
But the faft was other wifi^. No one ever ;dreamt of fuch a 
thing ; and he was happy to forefee that the.event would ^ 
, ^ Qccafion bringing the matter to an ifTue. ^ 

Mr. Fran- Mr. Francis faid, Sir, the anfwer given by the right hoa . 
ci«. noui^able gentleman is fufficiently clear and preclfe, and, u 

. far as his opinion goes, certainly precludes aU idea of Par- 
liament's becoming aniwerable, at any time, fqr any confe^^ 
quences with which its own a£l, in this refpe£t, may be zu 
tended. But I confefs. Sir, that thff anfwer» though dtu 
and determinate, is, tp my mii)d, by,jno means fiitisfafimy^ 
I nev<:r. imagined that Parliament would, in any cafe, be 
firidly and legally bound Ip difcharge the bills, as an indor^ 
fer would be, or that th^ creditors would have an aSioa 
againft Government; but I did, and do ftill apprehend, 
' that by the a£t propofed, the public honour would be in looie- 
fprt engaged to thofe peribnS} who,' confiding in the wifdoa 
aQdjufticepf Parliameat, would not conceive it polfible that* 
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the Legidatore,- afTuming and exerciiing, as it dpes^ t cob^ 
Aant control over the Company's afFairs, would take off an 
exifting reftramti atid*give the Company an exprefs permit 
fion to engage for the payment of demands, which Parlia- 
6>ent was ixot petfo£lly affured that the Company would be 
able t6 difcharce. The feofe of the Legiflatore, to this 
-effeft, will be declared by the permiffion it gives, which the 
creditbrs #iircpnclude is fodndedon a ttriSt inquiry and eer- 
'fain knowledge, and which, therefore, they will receive, 
and are entitled to confider, as a parliamentary fecurity* 
My queftronj therefore^ was not unfeafpnable or fuperflu- 
6us. It appears that a different opinion prevails, on this fide, 
of the Houfe, (turning to Mr.; Fox, at which the Treafary 
Bench laughed.) I never knew till this day, that the right 
kobourable gentleman near me had flarted a doubt, at any- 
former time^ oti this fubjeft. I am not a party man in this' 
or any other queflion.' I have hot the honour of living irt 
^ny. habits of acquaintance with the right honourable genr 
tleman, nor do I believe that I ever fpoke fifty words to him 
aboye once in my life. My doubts arofe upon the inflant, 
6nd whil^ the right honourable gentleman oppofite to me was 
^ropofing that part of his intended bilU" Surely, Sir^ ihere 
is nothing very abfurd in the diftin£tion between a legal and 
an honourable obligation ; and though I do not contend that 
the claim of the creditors can be inforced by a legal ptobefs, 
I ftill think that, if this aA'paifes, they will have a powers 
ful claim upon the public equity and the public faith. At all 
events. Sir, fince a doubt appears to exifl, and iince it is 
f)ofEble that the parties confcerned may view the fecurity 
held out to them in the fame light that I do, I think it would 
be advifeable to infert a cJaufe in the bill, declaring the fenfe 
and intention of the -Legiflatiure to bCy that ihcy do^ not 
touch for the fccurity which they permit to be given, and 
that they are in no fenTe engaged at any period to make it 
good. By fuch a declaration it cannot be denied that Par- 
ttan;kent would fland clear of all claim on the part of the cre- 
ditors. But even theuj Sir, yvo Ihall not have done all that 
we atj5 in duty bound to do. We are not only bound to pse- 
cludc the p'offibility of any claim being urged againft thc^ 
Public, but we are to take care not to fuflFer Parliament to 
be in any fhape partakers in an error, or accomplices in a 
deception that may poffibly miflead, or be praftifed by 
bthers. The Direftors fay they (hall be. able to difcharge 
the b\Us in queftioa at certain^ ftated periods. Before we 
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Digitized by VjOOQiC _ 



^3« 



331 PARLIAMENTARY A. i??*. 

gif c them pcrmiffion to undertake this engagement, let iis be 
very furc that they will' be able to perform it. Their ac- 
counts are. before us ; your Seleft Committee have gone into 
a ftrift examination of them, and have made you a Report.' 
Let vs lee what the refuU of it is. 1 have examined thefe 
accounts and Reports with all the diligence and attention ia 
my power ; and I mean, if the Houfe will allow me, to 
ilate briefly what conclufions I have drawn fronithcm ; but," 
as the matter is in itfelf extreitely dry and intricate, and u 
it is diflScult even for men of longer praftice and fj;rearcr 
ability than I pretend to, to fpeak clearly and intelligibly 
upon long and perplexed calculations, I mufl folicit a great 
> deal of indulgencje. I am not accuftomed to fpeak in pub- 
4ic ; and I very mbch fear, that, although what I have to 
fay is clear enougfai in my own mind^ it will appear in great 
' diforder. But before I enter into this part of my fubjed, I 

have one oVjfervation to make, in reply to many things that 
have been eloquently urged, and ftrenuoufly infilled on, by 
the right honourable mover of the bill. He exprcilly admits^ 
that great and boundlefs prddigality has exifted in the ma- 
nagement of the Cotupany's aiFairs, and that the fervants 
abroad have been guilty of repeated afts of the grofleft and 
moft daring difobedience of orders. From this ftate of fa£ts 
he makes a fudden tranfition to a different profpeQ, and 
looks forward to an oppofite fyftem, without any daia that I 
can difcover, unlefs it be the ufual promifes of unufual vi- 
gour on the part of the Direftors, and of thrift and fub- 
miflioQ, equally unufual, on the part of their i/ervants. 
From premii'es fuch as thefe^ and which have .exifted in as 
much apparent force during. tl\e laft twenty years as they do 
at this moment, the right honourable gentleman • rapidly 
concludes, that obedience and oeconomy will infalKby pre« 
vail hereafter. It may be-fo. The right honourable gen- 
tleman's fpeculations may be better founded than mine. I 
(hall leave him in polTeiF.on of his hopes, without relinquifli- 
ing'my own fears; obfcrving only, that thjcre is this cfien- 
tial difference between us, that my apprehenfions are foun- 
ded in experience, and that his expefiations are.oppo&d 
to it. 

. Sir, I propofe. to confider the a£tnal ftate of the Compa- 
ny's affairs, as reprefentcd rn the papers before us, under 
four principal heads ; premifing only, that I fhall content 
myfelf with dating grofs Turns under each bead, and not at- 
tempt, to enter ii^o a detail of the articles pf which the to- 
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tals may be compofcd, as. I do not believe it poffible to make 
fuch a detail intelligible to the Houfe. With refpeft to af- 
. fertioBS, or nncre matters of fa£^, I mnft deiire it to be un- 
.derftoody that I conftantly ground myfelf on the authpritjF 
.of the Report frcjm the Seleft Committee, , and take their 
affcTtions for granted, having no other teft or evidence by 
which I could canvats the ftatements produced by the Court 
of Diredor^y but- the documents produced by your Com- . 
nuttee. lam, therefore, not anfwerable for any thing, but 
for the ufe I may make of thofc materials. . . , 

The Court of Direftors, in their Firft Report, have laid 
before you an eftimate of receipts and payments in England 
for a period of fix years, ending in March, 1790,. which 
they fupport by another eflimate of the value of goods rer 
maining now, or to be imported into England within that 
period, and of the funds out of which fuch good^ are to be 
provided. On a rougb/romputation of the amount of fcve- 
ral articles of credit in this latter eftimate, to which your 
Committee have objeQed, and of feveral articles of debit, , 
which the Direftors have either under rated, or not charged 
at all, I am of opinion, that on their fix-years eftimate 
they have taken credit for at leaft three millions too much. 
Other calculations, made by gentlenaen who underftand the 
fohjeSt better than I do, carry the deficiency much higher, 
and even to the amount of fom» millions more than I have. 
My computation, I am fure, is much within the truth. 
■ The Direftors, ^ in another paper, (No. 4) have exhibited 
an eftimate of what they call their oeat revenues in India in 
time of peace, and of the annlsal eftabliihed charges* to be 
defrayed out of them. Availing myfelf of the remarks 
which your Committee have made on this account, in which 
I intirely concur, I fay, that the Direftors have under rated 
^he charges to the amount'of 882,0801. a year, which, in 
fix years, will amount to 5,292,480!. ; that they have omit- 
ted to provide for the intcreft of theif bond debt in India, to 
the amount of 400,000!. a year, which, in fix years, comes 
to 2,400,oocfl, and that they have taken credit for an in«- 
creafe of revenue from Benares, and from the Calcutta cuf* 
toms, to the amount of 292,5001. which, X am convinced, 
will never be realijed, and which, in fix years, will amount 
to i,755,OQol. Thefe feveral fums taken together, come 
to 9,747.480!. from which it will refult, that, inftead of 
having an annual furplus in India of ^^09 1,546!. as the Di- % 

reftorshave ftated," the annual balance againft their Indian 
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tevencic will be 1,624,5801. and yet nothii^ aRowed fc* 
▼iftualKng tbt King^sfhips and pay of regiments, which 
already aiaountg to )82,39iU and that *thc- whole over cre- 
dit, taken by the Dircftors in the above two efticnates, 
aniount to 1 2,747,480!. on the cftimated period of fix ycar9. 
The third material point to be confidered^is the amount of 
bills unpaid, and already drjiwn or cxpcfted by the Compaq 
ny ; and thefe, .by a paper produced to your Committee,. 
* (Appendix, No, 7) appear already to amount to the cnoti 
mous fum of 4, 8 1 9,2 36U The Dhreflors, in their eftimate, 
fup]ifofe that hSlls may. be drawn to the amount of 5,655,6681, 
Sn the whole period of fix years, and for that demand Atf 
firofefs to make a provifioa. It appears then, that by far 
the greateft part of the fum, fo provided, is already abforb- 
ed) and that only 830,4321. is left to anfwer all the bills 
that inay be drawn in the four laft y^arft of the eftimat64 
perioJ. , 

' The amouist of the Company's debts id India comes next 
anto view ; and however lightly it may be valued by fh^ 
Court of DireAors, or bow little ibever thofe geAttefaea 
may profefs to regard the prefTure of foch a burden, or eon^ 
fidently to rely on the means of removing it, undoitbredhr 
it will be cbnfidered by this Houfe as an objeft of the moit 
^ribus and alarming nature. I fhali content myfelf witit 
ftating the^fads to you, and leave them to your reiieftioos 
without farther comment, 

I find t^y the Report of the Dife&ors, correAed by your 
Committee, that the debt in^ India anKmn^d, by the laft 
advices, to 6,192,2071. * and thisyou are told is likely t<l 
be hquidated in procefs of time, partly by the appr^riatioa 
of certain debts charged upon fome of the ruined princei 
and infolvent renters of lands in India, to the amount of 
2,470,3941. of which tile DiFe£tors themfelves fupp6fe a 
confiderable part to be bad, at the fame moment that they 
take credit for the whole of it, which I am of opinion is not 
worth a fhllling. The other fund, out of which the debt \i 
to be difcharged, is to confift of fuppofed favings out of a 

* Debt? ftated by the Directors - * « 4>799>707 

Outftanding at Madras - - - - 560,000 

Nfwloan, Bengal • • ' • • 56z»500 

Arrear»^f Peflicufti • • - - 330,000 

fuppofed. 
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it^pp^o&d annual farplus of revenue in India^ ftated by. the, 
Dir^fkorsat 1,09195461* which ought^ in truth, . to be con-r. 
verted into an ''annual deficiency of 1,634,5801, by which 
their debts willbe annually jncreafed inftead of diminilned. 
In thi» ftatenient of the bonded debt, I find nothing charged 
fpr outftanding debts at Bombay, which muil be confidera-* 
ble. No account of them is produced. Jiut you may judge 
of thp condition of public credit at that prefidency froiu 
this, extraordinary-^ fa£t : by the laft advices their bonds, 
bearing an intereft of nine per cent, were at fifty per cent* 
diCcount, and the government Were not poiTdTed of a rupee 
tp pay either principal or intereft. 

There is another paper or eftimatc before you, which cer- 
tainly would deferve the moft attentive confideration of the 
Hou^> apd which I (hogld have examined with the ftrideft 
care, as the matter of it falls within my own knowledge ra^- 
tdcr 9}ore than .any other part of the prefipnt fubje£t, if cer<- 
tain other accounts, by which alone the truth or fallacy of. 
this eftimate could be afcertained, had been produced by the. 
Pire£tors. The account I fpeak of is an eftiznate of the ' 

probable receipts and difburfements of the Bengal Govern'** 
meat, for onp year, froYn April, 1783, to April, 1784^ 
You paay. remember, Sir, that when I moved for a copy of 
tbis eilimate about a fortnight ago, I did at the fame time 
defire, that the accounts of the actual receipts and difburfe<»'. 
ments, up to the lateft period to which they were received, 
might belaid before the Houfe. I find now. Sir, that, al^ 
though you have an eftimate of probable receipts and dif- 
burfements to April, 1784, you havp no account of a^ual 
Tisceipts and diftjurfements later thap to April, 1781, and 
your Cotnmittee tell you, that no later accounts have been 
lent home. Now, Sir, this faft alone is to me, and, I dare 
fty^ .will be fo to the Houfe, -a juft and fjjfficient reafon for 
rejecting and difcarding the eftimate at once, as a paper 
which has no claim whatever to our confidence, and to 
which no fort of credit is due. The accoui^ts 6f the aQual 
receipts and dift)urfement8 of one year, is the natural, ne». 
ceffary, and indifpenfable foundation of the eftimate of the 
next* The firft is the ofticial, the true, and, indeed, the 
only evidence by which the fecond. can be fupported. You 
cannot officially fty, tha( an eftimate of the enfqing year ia 
tfue, or even that it is probable, unlefs you have the power 
of comparing it with the ^£):ual accounts of the coUeflions 
and expences of the preceding years^ To withhold fucit 
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evidence is, in the firft place, a very criminal negUft of duty 
in the fervants abroad: to cxpeft that, without it, the Di* 
redors (hould place any confidence in their eftimates, is, in 
my mind, an inftancc of prefuraption ; and, finally, they 
force us to this obvious and natural conclufion, .that ndt only 
their eftimate defervcs m^ credit, for want of the documents 
that naturally and ncceffarily belong to it, but 4:hat thofe do- 
cuments would not have been withheld, if they did not ex* 
bibit fuch a view of the Com oarxyVafFairs as the fervants 
abroad did riot dare to fend home. Erom the premi'fes I 
have ftated, I have a right to the cbnclufion ; and though 
hereafter it fliould appear that, in fad, the ftate of things 
abroad were better than I prefume it to be, the parties have 
no right to complain, fince the conclufion I draw to their 
difadvantage is founded on their own aft, or, rather, on the 
omiifion of an effential part of their duty. For thefe rea- 
fons. Sir, I (hall treat thi^ eflimgte, as I think the Houfe 
ought to do,, with perfeft difregard.' One obfervation only 
occurs upon the face of it, which 1 borrow fronn your Com- 
mittee, and which certainly is too material to be omitted. 
The eftimate acknowledges a balance againft the Company 
of fifty -fix lacks of current rupees, which it allows to be the 
exceeding of the expence beyond the refourccs of the year 
in queftioiT. To this great fum yoijr Committee have added 
two other articles of over credits taken, which increafe the 
annual deficiency to one hundred and twenty lacks^ or to 

Permit me now, Sir^ to confider the Company's affair^ 
^n another point of View. Let it be fuppofcd for a momea^ 
that all the cStlculajtions made j^y vour Committee go upon 
f alfe fafts, or upon miftaken principles, that all their con- 
clofions are falfe, and all their objeftions.groundlefs. Sup- 
pofing all this were admitted by me, and taken for granted 
by the Houf(?, there ftill remain two confide rations, which, 
on the principles alTumed by tjie Court of Dircftors them- 
felves, attack the whole fabric of their accounts, and ihake 
it to its foundation. The .firft of thefe confiderations be- 
longs, in a more efpecial manner than perhaps any other, to 
the department and office of= the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. I mean only to bring it into view, and to draw'his 
attention to it. The Court pf Direftors fuppofe, that in 
the courfc of the year 1784, the Company may be able to 
fell the bonds which have been paid in lately at their Tales, 
and hereafter to keep in circulation the fiim of two millions 
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of bands; and they "admit, that if this cannot Be done, the 
bonds may be paid in at the fales inftead of calb, and all 
prcfent eftimates be thereby^ fet afide. The faft is, that on 
the 31ft of May laft the bonds, which either thej fiad not 
been able to iffue, or which had been paid in again at their 
fales, amounted to 587,*20oi. ; ^and on this point your Com- 
mittee properly and judi<iioufly obferve, ** that it appears 
'* very doubtful whether the circulation prefuraed by the 
*« DireSors can take place under all prefent circumftanc<is, 
^ and fubje£t to a plan of management which implies a de* 
^* treafc of difburfements and an increafe of receipts.'* 
TThc Chancellor of the Exchequer has informed the Houfe, 
that it makes part of the plan of the prefent year, to circu- 
late three millions and a half of Exchequer bills on account 
of Government. Now^ Sir, it is for him to confider wbe* 
thpr tbcfe two circulations of paper can exift together, to. ^ 

the extent that is propofed, and whether one of them will 
not niateriaUy afFe£t and embarrafs the other. The qi]eftion> 
I confefs, is beyond my reach ; and I do not p^efume to 
oSer an opinion upon it. 

Of the fecond great coniideratlon, whicb» as I apprehend^ 
annihilates all the eftimates of the Diredors at once, I am a 
little more capable to judge. The Houfe undoubtedly has 
qbferved, that all thefe eftimates go upon one pfinciple, or, * 
rather^ upon ^one prefumption, viz. that peace exifts in In-* 
dia, an4that it will exift, without; interruption, to the end 
of the period to which the eftimates are carried. In. their 
Second Report they fay, that, " from all their advites, 
*^ there appeared no ground to doubt but peace would very 
« foon bc^made with Tippoo Saib, and be thereby cQm«* 
«' pletcly eftablifticd over all India/' You .will recoUeft, . 1 

Sir, that I took the liberty fome days ago, (i6th June) to 
exprefs a different opinion on ^is fubjeo, and ftated to the 
Houfe that I had rcafon to fufpeft that the DireSors were 
not completely warranted in making this declaration to Far^^ 
liament. At aQ events, I thought it extremely neccffary that 
the Houfe (bould fee on what jpecific ground fuch affurarfico 
of peace was adopted by the Direftors, and folemnly deli- 
vered to Parliament.' You may alfo recoUeft, 8ir, with 
what flight and difr^gard that propofition was treated. It 
was exprcffly- called improper and ptemacure,-as if 1, had 
groflly injUTed the Dircftors by queftioning the truth of 
their affertions, or wifhed to injure the Conjpany by^ di^ 
bulging their political fecrets. ft now appears, I think^ 

Vol. XV. . .X x tha; 
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that my queftion was not quite So a.brurd and groundlefs' as 

it was then i^eprefented. Such a queftion of fa£b could ngt 

ht a matter of indifference at any time, and efpecially at a 

time when the fuppofition of peace .was made the foundation 

from which the aftual and fpture circumftances of the India 

. Company were to be inferrexj ; and when, from that infer 

rence, meafures of practice were to be inftantly refdy^ on» 

. If there be peace in India, the princrple of the calculations 

made by the Difeftors is fo far fupport«d. Armies may 

then be reduced, and expences may then be retrencihed ; but 

, if you reverfe the faft, the Direflorsare obliged, by their 

own way of reafoning, not only to relinquifh their conclu- 

fion, but to reverfe it. As long as a war continues ii^ India, 

not only no retrenchments can be made, but the fame Caufe* 

, of expence which have brought ihe Company to their 

prefent diftrefs, muft continue to operate; and every 

fuppofed faving, for which they have taken credit with 

as much confidence as if they had the produce; of it In 

^ , their treafury, muft be converted into an exceeding of ex- 

pence. 

You,have now upon your table. Sir; a letter'from the 
Governor General and Council of Fort William, dated the 

' • 7th of February laft, to which the attention of the Houfe 

has been particularly c,alled, and which certainly deferveS if. 
In this letter you'are told, ** that the negociation for peace 

-r . «< does not promife fo much (uccefs as firft appearances 

♦* led to expeft-jthat the fteps which Tippoo had taken, 
'** were (uch, as left Nana little or no hopes of his acqui- 
•« efcence in, the treaty, and that the Seleft Committee of 
•* Madras, were endeavouring toj;et their anmjr into the field 
** as fitft as poffible.'* Such is the pacific ftate of your affairs 
in India, iK>twithftanding the pofiti ve ^fiurances very lately 
given you by the diredjtors, " that there appeared no grounds 
^ *f to doubt but peace would very foon be rtiade with Tippoo 
*•_ Saib, and'be thereby completely eftablifhcd over all India.** 
In this place. Sir, it is fair in me to obferve, that, when I 
moved for papers, tending to eftablilh the probability, if not 
certainty, of peace in India, it was confidered as a propofition 
dangerous to the Company's credit, and leading to a difco* 
very of the important fecrets of their ftate. fiut now, it 
feems, there is no fort of danger in divulging inteltigence 
which eftabliihes the certainty of war. The motnent thefe 
:)dvices arrive, they are laid before the Houfe, and inftantly 
ordered to be printed and puhliflied. Undoubtedly it was 
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right to do fo — - Tranfe(Slions in India cannot he oiajle too 
public : in truth, there is no danger from any thing biit con- ' 
cealment. But how is it poflible to reconcile the obje£tion$' ' 
made to the produdlion of the papers moved for by m^, with 
the inilant publication of the prefent intelligeijce? 

'By the fame conveyance, tbe-Houfe is in poflefiion of an 
extraordinary le|:ter trom Mr. Haftings, Confidering the 
eagernefs with which it is produced, I prefume that fom'e 
importaat conclufions are meant to be deduced frbm it.-— 
On this' letter I fliall beg leave to offer you a few obferva- 
tior^s. I am thoroughly, acquainted with Mrr Haftings's 
Aile, and with the rapidity of his invention -^ I linow the 
powers of his pen» and how implicitly he confides in them-*-* 
I Jcnow chat, betw^sen a feeble memory and a bpilliant ima* 
gination/he is apt to fall into fuch.a total mifconception 
offafts, as would be very diftre0ing to. his argument, if it 
were not united with an unlimited command of words. Mr. 
Haflings tells you, Sir, << that, during a period of five years, 
^' he has maintained a continued and defperate ftate of war 
<Vin every part of India.** Hitherto, Sir; this war has bewi 
' called profperous; hitherto you have heard of nothing but 
comj^eat vi£tories and decifive fucceiles in every quarter-!— 
Hitherto the ftate of the war has been reprefcnted to be iue^ 
cefsfuL But ndw, it feems,. the fai3& are fuddenly altered-— 
It now anfwers the purpofe of the moment te confefs the 
truth — - Your diftrefles are acknowledge, in ocder to, exalt 
the wifdom, the vigour, and the policy, by which they have 
been relieved. What y^fietday was profpecpus, to^ay is 
d^fper^t^. ' ; 

Proceeding in a najrrative of (events wUcfa he perfuades . 
himfelf may have happened, Mr. Hafiings afTures you, 
^< that he has fupported your other prefidencies, hot by 
^* fcanty and itieffedual fupplies, but by an anxious antici^ 
.^* pation of all their wants, and by a moft prompt and }ibe- 
' ** r#l relief of them.'* If this defcription be correal, Bombay "" 
and F«ott jSt. George muft have been nurtured in the lap of 
luxury. It is impofi^ble that, in the very period referred to 
by Mr. Hayings, they fbould have incurred a debt of two or 
three millipns, and arawn upon the DireAors for a million , 
;more. Yet the accounts on your table fuppofe that they 
have ^one fo.— He fays, <' that be has aiSfted thelChina 
*' trade, and provided larger inveftments from Bengal tnan 
^* it had ever ftirnifiied in any given period of the fame 
'* length j" aad th€;a he folemnly and A^iberately concludes, l 
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^' that, in the performance of thctefervice^y he had fought 
^^ bi;t little pecuniary aiffiftance from home; and that, un* 
^* willing to add to the domeftic embarraflments of his ho- 
** nourable employers, he had avoided drawmg on them 
** for fupplies on many occaiipns that; would have juftified 
^ ^* him in feeking fuch affiftance." Mr. Haftings, Ifon- 

elude, keeps no account of his drafts on the Diredors;* or, 

gtrhaps, he fuppofes that they keep none. Unfortunately 
r both parties, the accounts exift, and are now upon your 
table -*^ By thefe it appears that, exclufive of bills already 
paid by the Compiany fince the commencement of the war, 
ana which muft have amounted to a very confiderahle fom, 

" the bills now received or advifed from Bengal alone, and 
not paid, amount to 3,416,2851.! and this is the proof of 
N Mr^ Haftings's unwillingnefs to add to the domeftic embar-' 

raflments of his honourable employers. 

I ffaall not enter minutely into the flattering account 
which he thinks it fuits his prefent fituation to give you, of 
the profperous ftate of Bengal — It is ifo eafy matter to re- 
fute general aflertions concerning an objedl fo far removed 
from your view; nor would it bi fair, perhaps, to canvafi 
the literal veracily of a poeticial defcription^ Mr Haftings*s 
judgement, now and then, is hurried away by his genius. 
He abandons himfelf to his pen, and writes, cumnte (alamo^ 
whatever the convenience of an Inftant argument didates to 
his miYid, without reflecting on any thing which the fervice 
of the moment might have engaged him to fay yefterday; 
or looking forward to any thing which the fpur of the occa- 
sion may incite him to fay to-morrow.- But to a defcription 
, which it is not in my power to confute, he has added fome 
fpecific evidence, which I fliall take, the liberty to examine, 
becaufe it is of an examinable natiiYe in itfelf, and happens 

- to be familiar tome.' 

To prove to you the flourilhing circumft;inces of his go^ 
vemment in Pecember laft, he fends you a ftate of the trea- 
fury of Fort William, of the. fame date with his letter; and 

. 1 freely admit, that the evidence of this document is .pro* 
perly appealed to. The proof produced diredWy relatiBS to 
the propofition, and is ftriSly applicable to it. With re- 
fpe(^ to the ability or difability of the government of Bengal 
to carry on current fervices, to anfwer immediate demands, 
or to provide for adlual expences, the balance of quick ilock, 
Jet it be ever fo great, proves nothing. Property of any 

■ pther kind proves notliing. The ftate of the- Treafary, 
(pfpepially if tak^n ^t a favourable period^ is the true teft of 

the 
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the ability of Government and of the refources of the coun« 
try. The Treafury*at the Prefidency is the grand refervoir 
into which the colledlions from the other trearuries necefTa* 
rily and naturally flovir. ,It may be accidentally drained by 
a fudden demand, but, in the ordinary courfe of the, collec* 
tions, it will foon be replenifhed. Whereas^ if the refervoir 
be dry* you may be perfe£lly afllired, that all the foUrces and 
aU the chahnels by which it was fupplied are dry likewife, 
I;fow» Sir, hiving acknowledged the competence of the evi- 
dence, let us confider what it proves. The' firft ariicle ia 
the account, as it naturally ought to be, is that of ready 
money ; and, after all you have heard, would you believe it 
poffible, that in the treafury of a country, wh6fe annual 
revenue is computed- at four or five millions; and which, as 
Mr. Haftings aiTures you, has^ enjoyed .the clear and unin. 
terrupted funfhine ot wealth, peace, and abundance, there 
Ihould be only five thoufand five hundred, and that too at 
a favouaable period of the colleflions, as the month's of No* '• 
vember and Deceml^er unqueftionably are? In other aflets 
and iecurities, credit is taken for about forty thoufand 
pounds more; and this wasuhe whole of the exifling fund 
of the flouriftiing^ government of Bengal. 

The exilling demands againfl it are not confined within 
the fame limits. On the face of the account, the acknow- 
ledged debt ^gainfl a fund of fifty thoufand pbunds, exceeds 
two millions ; yet even, this debt is not fiated as it ought to 
be. While I was in the gov^riiment of fienga], the amount 
of orders of council on thb treafury ifilied, and not paid, was 
always ftatcd at the foot of the account. In this account 
that article is omitted ; and I find by another paper that it 
amounted to current rupees S9>33»735» or above 6oo,oqo1. 
It is proper the Houfe fhould* be apprized, that heretofore 
thefe orders were always confidered like bank notes, equiva* 
lent to ready money, and that they are hawking about 
Calcutta at four per cent, dilcount. The treafury of Fort 
William, in efFedl, js fhut ; or it is only open for the pur- 
pofe of receiving money for drafts on the Dire£lors. 
Neither is this all the debt in Bengal ; a quantity of treafury 
certificates, of which the amount does not appear, are cir- 
culating at eight per cent, interefl. Of thefe no notice is 
taken in the flate of the treafury; th ugh, in e(k£k^ they 
make part of the bonded debt, and ought to be added to it. 

In farther fupport of his letter, Mr. Haflings has fent you 
an eilimate of the probable receipts and difl^urfements in 
Bengal for five months, ending in April 1784. In the firfl 

place. 
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place, Sir, a paper of this nartire, if it pretends to 'official 
suthority, or if it lays claim, to official credit, ought regu* 
larly to be recorded on. the confuitations, and tranfmitted by ^ 
the Governor general and Council colIe£liveIy to the Court 
of Directors. The forms of the government eftabliibed by 
law, both abroad and at home, liequire that courfe jof pro- 
ceeding, and acknowledge no other. But waving this ob- 
je6tion, I infift upon another,^ which I have already urged 
againft the eftimate for the whole year, that it is not even 
now a^ccompanied by thak evidence, by which it ought to 
have been long ago preceded : I mean the account of %\\e 
a£lQ2)l colleflions and difburfements of the preceding years. 
It is not, therefore, in my power, 'if 1 were ever fo well in-* 
dined^^ to enter into the fpecific merits of this eftimate, 
much lefs to afcertain the probable truth or falfehpo^.of tb^ 
credit given or taken in it. One obfervation only is fuffici* 
ently obvious, and that, perhaps, may be thought deciirve* 
Mr. Hafiings forms a partial efiimate of receipts op the five 
rnoft produ^ive. months of the year, for in fome months 
the coUeft ions ^re very « heavy, and in others produce no* 
thing ; yet he has been forced to leave an acknowledged 
balance of twelve lacl^s, or 125,0001* againft even that con* 
je^ural eftimate, aiid notwithftanding he has taken credit 
for twenty- five lacks, or 260,000!. for new drafts to 
that amount, to be drawn on the Court of Dire&ors, and 
to be applied to the fervice of the five months in queftion. 

Thefe inftances, I believe, may be fufficient to convince 
the Houfe^ that Mr. Haftings*s judgement does not travel 
quite fo faft as his imagination. Undoubtedly he is a peribo 
of uncommon* abilities. No -man knows them better than 
I do. No man has'tried then! more than I have done. And 
yet, Sir, it is a moft fittgular truth, that, during his whole 
government, almoft all his fchemes have defeated themfelve$, 
that hi^ mpft peremptory and deliberate political opinions 
were thofe, in which he has found hiinfelf moft completely 
deceived; and that h^ has ^repeatedly been duped by the 
Indian princes, who, though far inferior to him in talents, 
have an advantage over him in other qualifications. On 
this fubjedt I cannot appeal to better evidence, or to more 
powerful authority, than that of the learned gentlemaiTop- 
pofite to me (Mr. Dundas). He has made himfelf mafter of 
all the late tranfa£tibns in India, and has reported thecn co- 
pioufly^to thp Houfe. He yvWl therefore fupport me if I am 
. right, or corre£l me if I ibould be mift'aken about the h&s' 
I am going to mention. For more than two years together 

Mr. 
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- Mr, Haftings had ihidiottilv cultivated, and peffuaded him 
felf that he had gained the triendihit> of a Marattah prince^ 
called Moodajee fioofla^ the Raja of Beraf. On the ftrengtli 
of a fuppofed concurrence of views and union of Interefts be- 
tween himfelf and the Rajah, Mr. Haftings, in the year 1778, 
formed a plan of conqueft and ambition, the objedi of which 
was nothing, lefs than, to difmember the dominions of the 
Ni^am of the Decan, and to fubdue the whole Marattah 
empire. M,r/ Haftings entered dire£tly upon the execution 
of bis part of the projedV, but never, aiever, could prevail oa 
his friend Moodajee to join him. On the contrary, it was 
difcovered,. after two years negociation, during which the 
Rajah paid many compliments to the profound wifdom o^ 
Mr; Haftings, that, during all this time, he had been, em- 
ployed in forming fin ofienfive alliance between the Marat* . " 
tabs, the Nizam, Hyder Ally, and himfelf, for the purpofe 
pf extirpating the Englifli put of India. In the m^idft of the 
warmeft prorei&ons of fritndfliip for Mr. Haftings, this wor* 
thy prince fent an army to the frontiers of Bengal, which 
Mr. Haftings was at laft' obliged to buy off with three hun- 
dred thoqifand pounds of the Company's money, beftdes a 
iiapply of fubftftence while they ftaid. Allow me to men** 
tion another ftriking inftance of the fallibility of Mr. HaC^ r 

tlngs's politics. He never could b^.perfuaded that it, was 
even poffible that H/der iUly ftxould invade the Carnatic. . 
He faid then, what he does now of Tippoo Saib^ that it was. 
utterly incompatible with . his views, intenefts, and political 
iituation, to engage in a quarrel with the Englifti power; 
2uad. I confefs he fuppoxted his opinion with ^ many plaufible 
arguments, that 1 my felf began to think he might have rea- 
fon on his fide. In three or four months.after the delivery 
o^tbefe opinions in Bengal, Hyder Ally invaded and overjran 
theCarnatic. ; 

^ But I need not go hack for proofs of the facility with . . 
i^irhich Mr. Haftings fuffers any favourite idea^o miilead 
him. lu/the letter now before you, of the i6th of Decem- 
ber, he affures the Dire£^rs, that " a ceffatiom of hoftilities 
*^ has taken place with Tippoo Saib, and that in all probability 
**. it would be followed by a confirmed peace ;" and the^n he 
proceeds to affign many admirable iFoafpns for concluding 
that.** Tippoo Saib willtiot commit hirofdf to a new fcene of 
** boftilities with the EngHfli nation.'* Uiduckily for the credit . ^ ^ 
ofMr. Haftings's fpeculations, his 'fecond letter, of the 7th 
of February, completely overfets the firft. " The negociation 
** for peace na longer prooufes fuccefs 1 the fteps taken by 

Tippoo 
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" Tippoo Saib leave little or no hopes of his acquiercence m 
" the treaty, and the government of Madras are endeavouring 
«« to get their army into the field as foft as poffiblc.*' 

I am fenfihle, Sir, that I have tfefpafled too long dn the 
, patience df the Houfe ; and yet, before I fit doi¥n, I muft 

folicit their indulgent attention to a few words that have a 
perfonal relation to myfelf. There are two kinds of niifcon- 
ftruftion, to which what I have faid may be liable, and 
againft which I am very defirous to guard my chara6ier. 
As my remarks <m the ftate of the Company*s afl^iirs cer- 
tainly tend to place them in a point of view much lefs ad-^ 
yantageous than that in which they had been reprefented by 
the Directors, it will be faid by fome, and maj be believed 
by others, that I am a man hoftile to the inter^ of the Eaft' 
' India Company. On this prefumption, I fhall be charged 

. with ingratitude to my bendFadors. One imputation leads 
to the other. I fotemnly deny them both. Yet, it is jser- 
fedtly true. Sir, that to the Coort of Diredors I nett^ 
owe nor profefs any gratitude, although for fix years toge- 
ther they cdnftantly and highly applauded my conda^. I 
owe them no obligaition for empty protoifes 6t fupport and 
barren praifes, pur^and unmixed, as I have always found^ 
them, with any ferious proof of thetr approbatiort. I am 
not fingular in difchiming a particular attachment to the 
Court of Directors. I believe Mr. Haftlngs feels himfetfftiB 
lefs indebted to them than I am. Neither do I profefe any 
fpecial devotion to the Court of Proprietors, I mean ta the 
^ power thstt has* geheraHy predominiiled irf.that court. They 
have almoft uniformly fupported^the'perfons and tHei^ea*- 
fdres, which I have uniformly oppofeA. But therels a tbtfd • 
, clafs of perfons, -completely diftindl from the other two, for 
whom I profefs and feel the warm^ attachment, and to 
whofe real interefls I am equally bound by duty, by grlti^ 
tude, and inclination. I mean the Eaft^ndia Company ; to 
whofe fervice I owe the independence! poftfs, and* even the 
ground I ftand oh at* this momertt. • The conftitutiph x>f the 
Company fuppofes no diftiniliorf' fte^^e^ri ,the boiy corpo- 
' rate and the governing powers of the India Company. But 
i^ it in fad impoffiWe that fuch Si ijK^ftt n6bion fhouH" exill f 
Is. it Impoflibfe that meafures ruiriouato the .^rue permanent 
interefts of the corporation,- ihouTd be advantageous to pow- 
erful individuals at the head of it? - Perhaps ^ may Ije mif- 
tafteh in fuppofing a pciffible feparatiorr'bf interefts b^ween 
the bodyandtbehead.— ^Perhaps I may have no right to 
a£Brnt, that the- one- may be abundantly provided* fbr at the 

cxpencc 
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cxpence -of the other, and that fuch things may have' hap- 
p^ed in other focieties. Whether this fuppofition be war- 
ranted or not, it is to the corporation of the India Company ' 
that- 1 hold myfelf indebted. Let me fee -diftin^ly, what 
^heir fervice really requires^ and I will engage to go as 
far a^ any honeft man can* go to [promote it ; 1 .mean as fai; 
as the duty,- that belongs to my prefent ftation; and by 
which I am attached to the; community at large, will allovir . . 
me. 

•The~fecond fort of mifconftru^on, againft which I wifli 
ta1)e guarded, is ftill more of a perfonal nature than the firft. 
I /hould beforry to be fdfpe£led of retaining a fpark of per- 
fonal Janimofity to Mr. Hafti^gs. We are both, 1 believe, 
men of temper too warm to be capable of lafting r^fent- 
ments. Our conteft is at an end, and the hoftilities^ it pro- 
duced expired with it. — Afluredly I feel no enmity to him, 
and I readify pcquit him of har1>ouring any againft me.-^-j* 
But it may be faid, though I have no reafon to think it will, 
that I avail myfelf of the advantage of his aBfence, to fay . 
more of him, than I would do if he were here. To this mean ■ 
imputation, my anfwer is clear and conclufive* In the firft 
place, I prefome the Houfe may have obferved, that although 
Mr. Haftings is not here in perfon, he appears- fully by his 
Teprcfentatives. They are men of ability, and of very dif- , 
tipguifhcd aftivity.— They cannot reafonably be accufed of 
want of alertnefs to defena him, nor would it be an a£l of " 
confummate prudence tb provoke them. But I am per- 
fuaded, Sir, that Mr. Haftings himfelf would be the firft to 
acquit me of any particular reludkance or unwillingnefs to 
oppofe him face to face. In the fix years that we lived to- 
gether, his objedlion to my condudl was of a different na-, 
ture. He has often accufed me of a determined pertinacity 
in oppofing hiin» right or wrong, and never fufering any- 
thing he faid or did to pafs without an obftinate debate. At 
all events, ^ir, it is not my fault that Mr, Haftings is not 
here to anfwer for himfelf. No man, I think, who knows 
on what terms we flood in India, can poiEbly doubt, that if 
it had depended on me to recal him, he would not now have 
bfeen fo well reprefented as he is,' but would have been. here 
in perfon long ago. Perhaps I have faid more on this fubjedk 
than it required. I fliould not "have mentioned it at all', but 
for a letter fent to me within thefe few days figned Dete^or^ 
in which I am threatened with vengeance, of with a fevere 
inquifition into my own offences, if I dare fay any thing to 
the difadvantage of that great abfent niaii^ Mr. Haftings. 
^ Vol. XV. Y y ^ , Aa 
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An' anonymous letter is Aot Worth notice. But fiqpe the 
fufpicion it exprciTes mny htiYe occurred to others, 1 thouglic 
it incumbent on me to endeavour tonremovo it. * 

, LUvt. Cot. The lionoutabie Lieutenant-colonel Catbcart fpok^ to th(K 

Othcart. following leflea : — Mr. Cliairrtiart, I am not fufficiently 

veried in the fubje£t of the finances of the Eaft-India Com* 

pany totroubte the Committee with thy ffsntim^nts on thaf 

head. "' ' • , 

Unlefs the right honourable genjtlernai^ over againft me i$ 
pleafed to cut me ihort by pledging himf(^f to brjng fofwar4 
a bill for the refutation of India in the coprfe pf thiB^ prefetit 
feflion, I propoie to fpeak of th^it country in a ^xSkv&fkt point 
of view. . , / 

^ I have not the hoiiiour of reprefenting Mn Hillings in tb^ 

Hpufe; I have the honour to ftand here tlie reprefentative 
of a cpupty in Nprth Britain ; as fuph, I (hall dp Mr Haf- 

tings the juftice to fay, that I think his conduct during the 
ong period ip which he has been at the head pf our afi^irs in 
india^ has pr6ved him to be endowed with fu|ierior and un-r 
common abilities, and that he has exerted thefe talents with 
xeal and rigid integrity in the fervice of bispountrji fpai 
to ent'itle him to our warmeft praifes. 

A perufal, Sir, of the official letters which, have lately 
heeii publiflied, froih Mt. Hailings^ and from the Supreme 
Counpi) to the Court of Dire^ors, has cpK^vinced me, if 
poffihleji more llrongly than ever» that a goverivment ougl^t 
fo be veiled in fopie one point in India, jirhich (hould re^y 
te efficient to control the fcveral Prefidencies. 

That thefe JPrefidencie^ have not been obedient to wh;|t 
X- IS called the Supreme Counqli I think thefe papers likewife 
•vinte. 

Surely, Until there is one mffip fpring which can afluate 
iiU the fuhordinate wheels of government in thefe extea-* 
five and difiaht domink>af, opt affairs there can never 
flourifh. 

Kay^ the public &ith will be broke in every flilipe, and oil 
tverv occafion, and the country powers can never p^ce any 
iconhdence iq u». - 

Mr. Haftings, in the letters I l^av6 alluded to, dates, th;|t 
theMarattah peace is eftablilhed on a firm bafis, which is 
likely to ftand unfliaken for 4 term of years. 

1 am h^ppy to bear that o|>inioii froin fucb a quarter. It 
is p;enerallv believed, that i| is ipuch for the intereft of Ma- 
dajee Seindia (the Marattah chief who meditated the peace of 
Silbey) that k fliould be 9^ laftii^ one* - 

Hierc 
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There is a circucnflance in one of ttiefe letters, wlirch leads 
the to believe^ that the i>olitic]ansof the Eaft do not think us 
i'ipe for deftrt](9:ion', at leaft that they fuppofe our affi^irs ftiir 
to bet^trievable. 

Nizam All Cawn is faid to have offered his n^ftance 
to briAg about a peace between our nation and the Nabob of . . 
Myfore. 

TheNizam isa'prjncey Sir, whofe conduA has hitherto^ 
been artful and Cautious. , ^ 

It cannot then be fuppofed, that he fhould flep fonvard in 
this traiifaSion; except upon an idea, that if the war (hould ' 
be kii\dl^d up afrefh, we ihould crufh Tippoo Saib,^ and that 
at the ultimate fettlement of the matter, he would either gain 
ao acquifition of territory or of trleafure. 

1 bave-rif^n, Sir, principally to rcqueft the attention of 
thd Houfe to a branch of reform in India which ilrikes me 
a$ eminently neceflary ; infomuch, that I conceive, if a bill 
/hould be brought forward for the reguiat;ion of India, which 
was founded Uft>n the extended information which the me*» 
ritorious labours 6f many honourable members of this Houfe 
'have brought to light, thi^t it would be inefficient unlefs it ^ 
w^nt minutely into the ftate of the gbvernment of the armies 
in the fettlements of the £afl4ndia Coitipany. 

If that government remains in force as at prefent exercifed, 
and if the Britifh Legiflature does tlotjmmediately interfere 
towards its alteration and amendment, it is my firm belief^ 
that our poUeffions in the Eaft will fooh be difmembered 
from this empire. 

Either, Sir, motives of humanity are to induce us to 
reflore tp the natives of India thefe territories whicfa^ from 
avarice or ambition, we have wrefled from them, or motives 
of policy are to predominatei and we itre to attempt by arms 
to preferve thefe diAant provinces. 

What Aep, Sir, upon this latter fuppoCtion, Can be of more ' 
immediate confequence than the regulation of thofe armies 
which we coufl maintain to fecure the fidelity of many miU« 
lions of fubje£ts, whofe hearts, God knows, have tio reafon 
to be impreiled with fentimeqts of gratitude for|fisiVours aU^ • 
- ready received under our government ! ' 

Or what, Sir,^ calls more loudly for the exercife of our 
humanity than the confideratioi^ of what comforts we can 
point out for thofe foldiers, who have embarked for that-, 
diflant part of the world, in what was their 4utv to confider 
their Kiog*4^d their aountry 8 cauft? ^ ^ 

Xy\ Whflf 
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[While we talk here of zeal for the welfare of the ftate, 
tliey have proved theirs, with the fweat of their brows and 
with their blood. 

I muft apologife for a few words which I wifh to fpeak in 
detaiil upon this fubje£t, obferving that I am induced to en^ 
ter into thefe details from a CQnvi£tion of their importance, 
and from hopes which 1 entertain, that whatever regulating 
bill is introduce will contain clanfes for the remedy of the 
•iibufes I complain'of, and which will render the interference 
of his Majefty's Secretary at War, or of the Eaft-IndiaCom- 
' P^ny> eflScacioos in behalf of the army, which it occurs t6 
me cannot be the cafe until the bafis of a new military fyflen: 
is laid downjby Parliament. 

Tlie Britifli army aflually fetrving iii India is compofed. 
of His Majefty troojfs and thofe of the Eall-India Com- 
pany. 

Thefe component parts feel -the ncceffityof union. From * 
principle they wifli to a£k in concert and harmony, but their 
views and preteniion$ are fo widely different^ that the moft 
experienced oiBcers, who have ferved in that combined army, 
ai;e of opinion, that jcaloiifies and heart-burnings muft etiil 
in that corps until it is under one head, , • 

I ibtU not enter into the conflitutional queftion, whether 
the army ought to be under the Crown or the Company^— 
But as I totally coincide with thofe ojSicers who indfk, that 
we n^ver can have an efhcichit ^rmy in India, unlefs it is 
^ . • placed under one head, I have confinc^d my thoughts on In* 
dian fervice to the idea, that the military government ihoold 
be^folely in the hands of His Majefty, or totally under the 
Company. / ... 

It is almoft fuperfluous to defcant upon the merits of 
difcipline, or that difcipliae alone enfures the fuccefs of any 
army. x 

The experience of all ages, of all nations^ has demonilrated 
t)ie truth of this ajQertion, and no where more forcibly than 
in India. The difcipline of our army there, comparea with 
that of the country power^, has been hitherto fuperior. To 
clin^t fource chiefly miCy be traced the accompti(hment of 
many wonderful achievements, which have been performed 
highly to their honour, by handfuls of troops im the fervice 
of the Company, oppofed to the greateft difparity of num- 
l^Ts. . . 

^.Thd^cq/anlry;, powers. Sir, are daily improving in the 
fcience of wa> ; they baye been inftr.n£ted, they have beca 
si^ftQit'foy an European natipn^ with whic^ we ha've lately 
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, been in a ftat6 of hoftllity. That nation tnzj poSihlf at , ^ 
fbme future period again inftrufi: and aifift thenu 

. The ede<Skk which fnchan interpofition would produce^ * 
will depend in a great meafure upon our prefent condu£l. 

. If, Sir, we adopt a judicious military fyftem ; if we pro-, 
pdrtion our European force to that which other European ' 

' nations fend tcyjlndia,. and ^proportion ouf European trQops, * 
fo as to be fufficiently .numert>us to ^iv«: countenance, to, 
while at the fame time they keep in fubjddlion our own. na- 
tive cprps, theri, Sir, when the hour of danger is at fiand, 
fli^l we reap the fruits of fuch polFcy. 

Give me leave to fuppofe for a moment, that Parliament 
had ordained that' the army in India in. future ihould be un-, 
4er one head ; ftill tbote are other points to-be fettled relative 
to- th;|t.^rmy which^aTe eflential to its difciptine. 

.. The; Comteander in Chief, and other fuperior ofBcers of 
tfee army, muft have more weight th^n they, have at pref«it, 
to enable them to keep up theneeeflary fubordin'ation o&the 
fdrvice.i • » -^ ■ .. - •' 

. What I am going to fay upon this .head* is not grounded 
upon an idea that the military ought ^o*be emancipated from 
^iiQ conti;ol of the civil government. . 

* On the contrary, I only wiih that certain points might be , 

redtified, which would enable the artny to execute with eEkSt . 
theordersof^hecivilgovernment,, ' 1: ■ • : » 

. According to the prefent regulations,/, the Commander in • 
Chief of the Company's forces at the idifibrent Prefidencies . 
are, to a certain extent, permitted -ta;re6ommend' officers' 
^for promotion when vacancies happen under their command ; • 
but as: the rule of ifeuiority is.ftridly adhexed to, this can; 
hardly be deemed patrpriage. : ^^ ■ . . 

The real patronage, of the army in India, is the nomina-*- 
tion of officers to the command ofr'native jregiments aiid to 
qut:CO09mands. .: . . ^ ; i 

In thefe: Appointments the civil, admiilifirat ion frequently, 
almoit QOhftantly,, interferes. . \^ v. ' 

Tbifl ftrikes at the root of difcipHiie, by holding out en- 
couragement to oSicers to feekfor promotion by intrigue, 
hyintereft at the Pfefidencies^ and not by diftinguifhing^ 
themfelv^s rt^s foldijers in:tha fiekl.w . 

-Ear be it from me to caft> by this obfervation, any flnt< 
lipoa the officers aftuailly fecving^the Company. I knowv> 
among them, many raoft refpedlable charadlers; many men . 
who would do honour to any army j and they have the 
grjs^ter. merit, btea^fe they have been reued in a bad ichool, 
Vinder'a bad fyftem. 

\: • ido ' 
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' I 4# appoehend, Sir, that it would be a mo& ufefu) amond- 
tnf nt, if thefe nominations ^o comnvand^ and out-duti^s were 
ill future vcfted foieiy inthe heads of the military departments. 
Then, Sir, officers wovld look up for the reward of their 
fervices to thofe men who were the beft judges of their merits 
Then, Sir, commanding officers would have it in their 
power to^ reward merit, or puniJh demerit. 

There is, ^r^ as it ftrikes me, a ^defeA in the prefenC 
con(lit;ution of the Councils in India. 

The Commander in Chief of all the forces in that country 
Vis the only military man, who, by aft of Parliament, enjoys 
an bnreftrifted feat in counciJ. 

The Commanders in Chief at the difierent Prefidencies fit 
it the Boards on military and political difcuflions only* 
The bad effeft which arifes from this part of the prefent fvf* 
tern is, that if the majority of thefe Councils chufes to ^if*: 
qufs a fubjeft which is really military, but which they pteafe 
to term commercial or financial, they aflume to themfelves' 
a right of excluding their military member from that debate. 
Thus they may decide upon many fubje£ts without the pro- 
feffional advice of that officer, upon whom moft probably i$ 
to devolve the execution of the meafure they have adopted. 

There cannot, be a line drawn between military and com- 
mercial^ or iinanci^d matters, i|i India, which will not be 
liable to this fpecie$ of chicane; therefore I conceive military 
men fiioidd have utlreftri&ed feats in all the Councils, and 
at all the fubordinate Boards ; more efp^ialty as they wo«ld 
be but as one to three or four in council, it cannot be gr* 
eued that their ignorance on commercial or financial r^i|la« 
tions would obftruA tl^ofe me^fures which appeared judi« 
clous to the great majority of the Board, who would ftillbe 
commercial men. 

Nothing can iUuftrate the nicety ofdiilinftions which exift 
in India between military and cbmmercial, orfinanciai bufi« 
nefs, better than the ftatemcnt of the following hSt : 

There is a large body of men in arms, paid by- the Com- 
pany^ for the enfoiroement of the revenue, called Zebundys 
" in fome parts, and in others ftiied Militia Sepoys. Thefe 
myrmidons. Sir, are not UtruEtW un(]er military command j 
they are more immediately unaer the revenue departmeo|f. 
This corps. Sir, has perpetrated a confiderable part of thole 
qiotmities wbicli have been unjuftly laid to the charge of (h^ 
army. 

Can there be a doubt that it is expedient that every man 
• who hear^ arms ofany fort ought fo be under military dif'* 
ciplinei , 

If 
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If it be nec^flary, as I believe it is, that there fliould be a 
revenue militia, it ought to be infpe£ked into by military 
tnen. This, Sir, would prevent much rapipei*mucn cruelty ; / 
but it would not prevent the. militia from being totally utider 
't|ie orders of the civil Adminiftration, iflued by the Coun* 
cils to the commanding officers of diAri<Sls, and by thefe . 
officers to the militia. Then, Sir, over all our dominions, 
officers might juftly be made refponfible for the* condufk pf 
every man in armi^ whether a foldier or a revenue militia v 
man. 

I wift, Sir, before I fit down, to fay a ^ord or two con- 
cerning the execution of general military plans, in time of 
war, in India. 

At p>efent. Sir, if it be voted at the Supreme Council that 
the Commander in Chief of all the forces ihall be deputed on 
iervice to any of the other Prefidencies, he comes under th() 
total control of the Prefidenqy where, he is fent ^o ad. 

Is it not, Sir, confonant to the nature of the human mind 
to fuppofe, that there would be a greater probability Of the 
fervice being carried on with effe£t, if the Supreme Council 
could depute a General who fliould, during tlie exigency of ^ 
the fervice, be emancipated from any a\ithority but their 
own ; who would then execute plans which they nad framed ; 
^meafures, for the fuccefs or failure of which they were rd- 
fponfible, and naturally more interefted in than any Other 
ie(of men? 

While an officer is carrying oA operation^ clogged by the ' 
interference of a fecondary authority, bow can bis fteps be 
marked t^ith vigour? Will it not be allowed, that in thofe 
^ifta^t and e^teniive provinces, which are fubjedl to us in ' 

]|ndia, frequent emergencies arife where Vigour and decifion , 

gre indifpenfably n.eceflary ? 

I have ftated, I believe accurately, evils which do exift in 
India. If I have gone beyond my depth in ftating what I 
cpncejved to be their remedies, fiill I have been di^harging 
jny duty, by bringing forward matter well worthy of the 
cortfideration of mj^ny honourable tnembeh, whofe experi- 
ence entities them to be better judges of the treatment which 
foldiers ought to receive. Matter, Sir,; which ought to be. 
wetghpd by thpfe gentlemen^ veho have made the various arts , ' 
and combinations of governing mankind in general their 
more upmediate ftudy. When thefe points are difcufled, and ^ 
finally fettled, and not till then, our Indian atmies will be 
efficient. Tl^e minds of the firft officers in this country will 
'be fired with ^mbition to ferve in India, Then^, Siri his 
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Digitized by 



Google 



35* 



\ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

duty being femplifred' to him, the^Britrfli fold ier will pafs his 
life in flruggles with the intemperance of ,climate ; will pafs 
'hi9^ life four flioufand league's from his parents, from the 
friends of his early youth, and torn afunder, Sir, from thofe 
tenxler conqcfkions . Which attach hittj to his native land, anci . 
he will forget, or. rather, without repining, bear with thefe 
ilifadvantages which he ought to know are unavoidably in- 
cidnt to the nature of his profeffion. 

Bat, Sir, the Indian army have long groaned under unne- 
ceffary evik; forredrefs Irom which they patiently look up 
for the interference of their Sovereign and of both Houfes of 
Parliament; I tr^ft, Sir, for the honour of this Houfe, that 
fomef^ftem will foon originate withih thefe walls, vyhrch wiir 
enable the Indian army to blefs their Sovereign, to blefs the 
Lord^ and Commons in Parliament aflembled, for redreffing 
of grievances, for amending a fyflem, which, I venture to 
affirm, if candidly and impartially examined into, will be 
found to have already unneceflarily impeded the fervice of 
the State, pnd wantonly renderied miferable the lives of thofe 
who ferve their country. 

But, Sir, r will lio longer trrfpafs upon gcntlemen^s pa- 
tience, by canvaffing their attention to the caufe of fo nu- 
merous, fo refpedable a body pf men as that of which 1 
have fpoken, and whofe interefts, whofe welfare are fo nearly, 
(o deeply conneSed with their own — I feall only fay, that 
if we ^do. not profit by the experience of paft misfortunes, we 
deferve to lofe India, It does not require the gift of pro- 
phecy to foretel, that if we fufier the affairs ot the Eaft to 
roll or to ftagger on any longer inlhei'r prefent channels, Or 
in any thing like their prefent channels, every gentlemafi 
^here prefent will live to fee the day when this country Ihall 
^thereby be involved in war ; or, at leaft, thofe of ui who do 
not live to fee fuch an event take plate, muft defcehd into 
otir graves, confcious that the rifing generation i^ doomed to, 
cvfer doomed to deftfudlion, which our delays have intailcd^ • 
tipon them. Let us not be lulled into.fecurity becaufe the 
fword is (heathed. This is the moment for Gitat Britain to 
arm for war. Such meafures''are the moft likely long to 
preferve to this country the invaluable bleffings of peaci^ 
which I hope wfe ^ow enjoy in the moft diftant quarter of 
the globe. Such meafures bid faireft, Sir, to allay the 
thirft of our enemies for war; or, if they are ftill bent upon 
our deftrudlion, to avert the effccJls of their plans, and 
to retort upon their own heads thofe blows they meant for 
ours. • ... . i . .. . 

Mr- 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt paid a hand'fome compliment to Mr, Mr. Chjn- 
Cathcart for the information he had favoured th^ Houfe with, ^^^^ ^^"' 
and from which he fliould profit ; after which he gave ' 
notice, that he fhoald -bring in the new India bill the 6th , 
inftant. • • 

Major Scott faid, 1 rife in this early ftage of the debate, Mtj, Scott, 
bccaufe I conceive myfelf particularly called upon by what 
dropped from the honourable gentleman (Mr. Francis) 6n 
the floor; and I doafibre you; Sir, in a debate of this great 
natio'nal'importance^ rt was not my intention to have men- 
tioned a fyllable about myfelf or Mr. Haftings. I fit in this 
Houfe, not as the reprcfentative of Mr. Haftings, but as aa 
independent member of Parliament, having a Hake in this 
country totally independent of Mr. Haftings, totally inde- ^ 
pendent of the Eaft-India Company; in whofe fervice my 
acquifitions were very, fmall, though I had the honour to ' 

ferve them near fixteen years. The hpnourable gentleman , 
fays, he has received an anonymous letter, figned •* De- 
** te6kor," in Which the writer threatens him with vengeance, 
if heoppofi?s Mr. Haftings. The honourable gentleman,^! 
am fure, will give roe credit, when I declare to him, that I ^ 
did not write the letter ; that no man defpifes anonymous flan- 
ders more than I do, and that I never wrote a line in my 
life which I will deny, or for which I am not, at all times, 
ready to be accountable — but as the writer has afliimed the 
flgnature of " Deteftor," I can aflTure the honourable gentle- 
man, the perfon who addreffcd him is not the writer pf 
thpfe admirable ftridtures on the Reports of the laft Seledl 
Committee of the laft Parliament^ under the famie fignature. ' 
The gentleman who wrote thofe letters* is not in England at, 
this ^moment ; and I can hardly believe- that any friend of , 
Mr. Haftings would have defcended to praftife fuch a mean* . 
nefs. Having faid thus much, Sir, I fliall now oiF^r a few., 
> remarks upon <what fill From the honourable gentleman— • 
He tells the Committee, tliey have no fecurity that the fame 
prodigality which ,has been pradliftd, will not be continued; 
and that the Company's orders relative to drawing bills, will 
be difreg^rded in future, as they have been in times paft.— 
Upon thiiiubjeft, I ftiall a(k. the honourable gentleman one 
plain queftion: Is it not a fa<S, that from the year 1772 to * 
1780, a period of eight years not a fingle bill was drawn 
from Bengal, except fuch as wereexpreflly authorifed by the 
Court of Dire6lo>s ? Is it not equally a matter of faft, that the 
Vol. XV. Z Z' bills 
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bilte drawn in 1781, and the following year^ were for the 
expre(s purpofe of furniihing ai\ inyeftment for the Com« 
' vpany? Is it not equally a matter of faft, that, thi$ was the 
only poffible i^dde by which an inveftment could be fur- 
nifhed ? And why ? Becaufe in' the. laft fi^ years, no lefs 
a fum than 7,290,000!. ftferling, or fix hundred and fifty 
lacks of rupees, were fent to Bengal from Madras and 
Bombay, for the fupport of the war. At that period. Sir, 
when we wsrc ftruggling for our exiftence as a nation in 
India ; when there were oppofed to us feventcen fail of 
the line, and 6000 of the troops of France ; when we were 
at war with the Marattahs, and Hyder Ally iif pofleiEon 
of the Carnatic ; when our armies there were paid and fed 
in a great meafure from Bengal ; is it extraordinary that 
Mr. Haftings was not able to appropriate any portion of 
the revenues of Bengal to the putchafe of an inveftment? 
The queftion, therefore, is fimply this : Was it better to 
take up money in Bengal for bills upon England, and to 
apply that money wholly and exclufively to the purchafe of 
an inveftment, or that the inveftment for three years fhould 
have been difcontinucd ? 

I am really forry, Sir, to be'unjder the neceffity of men* 
tioning the name of Mr. Haftiilgs fo frequently ; but the 
honourable gentleman has reduced me to that neceffity — 
I declare I mean no difrefpeft to the honourable gentle- 
man, when I fay, that neither he nor Mr. Haftings arc 
of confequence enough to attraft the attention of this 
Committee for a moment, from the queftion before you — 
I give the honourable gentleman full' credit for the 
purity of ^his motives, and I believe he no longer bears 
SiTi enmity to Mr. Haftings; but what has the Com- 
mittee ritow to do with tlfeir diflFerences ? We are upon a 
fubjeft of the greatcft national importance ; and I really, 
Sir, am'afliamed to lofe a moment in the difcuftion of 
points that are purely perfonal. The honourable gentle- 
man has gone through a variety of calculations, to prove 
that the Company is ruined paft redemption;' and that 
at the end of the fix . years it will Qwe nine millions 
ilerling and upwards. If that is really the cafe. Sir, wc 
are in a moft deplorable ftatej^Jbut the honourable gentle- 
man's calculations have ever been^ unfavourable to the 
Company and its fervants — Let any gentleman read his 
' minutes wh^n firft he arrived in Bengal; or his letter 

frofl^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC , 



A- i7S4.' D E R A T E 5. ' 355 

fTom St. Helena, or from his houfe in Harley Street, to 
the Dire£tors; I am fure I do not niean to impute to the 
honourable gentleman an intention to deceive ; but it is 
his cuftom to ftate th& Company's affairs in the moil unfa- 
vourable point of view. Mr. Haftings, perhaps, may ^ on 
the other hand, be too fanguine; but\ without difputing 
the honourable gentleman's calculations, or entering into « 
the intricacies of the China trade, I will beg leave to (late * 
the tranfaAibns in Bengal^ as they af^ually happened in 
the laft fourteen years [Here a loud laugh.] I beg the Com- 
mittee wilt not be alarmed, for I will pafs ovei thefe four- 
teen years in lefs than five minutes. Sir, the Committee 
will recoUeft, that in the year 1770, bills were drawn Upon 
the Company from Bengal, to the amount of i,ioo,oool. 
at the tecommendation of an honoarable getltleman, not 
now a member of tliis Houfe, I mean Geiieral Smith, and 
that this unex^e£led dra(t was made in a feafon of pro- 
found peace; the fa£l^being, that after paying the civil 
dind military charges, ftipends. Sec, there was not a fuft 
ficient furplus, at the end of fix years' peace, for the pur- 
chafe of our inveftment in BengaK' This threw xhp Com- 
pany ppon this Houfe for relief; and to ufe the words of 
an lionouirable Baronet (Sir Henry Fletcher) relief and re- 
formation went together. The regulating aft of 1773 
pafied, to which we owe the ferviccs of the honourable 
gentleman in India. I^ April 1772, Mr. Haftings, by the 
appointment of the Company, became governor of Bengal. 
At that period, Sir, the bond debt was lOO lacks, and 
unavoidably increafed to lao lacks foon after. Upon this ' 
fyftem the Company could not be expe£led to go on ; but 
wliat was the ' alteration produced in four years ? Not 
only was the bond debt completely difcharged, not only was 
an ample fum appropriated for the purchafe of an inveft- 
inent, but there was a£lually a balance in the Company's 
treafury in Bengal of 177 lacks of rupees. Will the ho- 
nourable gentleman deny that this ftate of profperitv was 
the confequence of meafures adop^d by iV!r. Haftings^ 
previous to his arrival in O£^ober 17749 and which he 
pointedly condemned ; or will he fey it was owing to the 
oeconomical retrenchments which took place fubfequen^ to 
that period ? ' 

I will not detain the Committee hy an inveftigation 
of the Marattah war; it was as much condemned by Mr, 
Haftings, as by the colleagues of the hottourable gentle- . 
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man, General Clavering and Colonef Monfon, whofe names 
I erer have mentioned, and ever fhall mention, with the 
utmoft refpeft. 

I am happy. Sir, on this day, to have the honour of 
feeing the noble Lord in the blue ribband ; he will do Mri 
Haftings the juili^e to fay, the fecond Marattah war is 
not to be imputed to him. The noble Lord is fully ac- 
' quainted with every ftep taken by Mr. Haftings; he knows 
the intelligence he received from Europe, and the cre- 
dit he juftly gave to that intelligence. Sir, the fecond 
Marattah war is folely to be imputed to the American war; 
a fa£l I am ready to prove at any time. The right honour- 
able' gentleman (Mr. Fox) who fits near the noble Lord> 
faid, and truly at that tipe, that one confequence of the 
American war would be, our, being involved iaeye^y quar- 
ter of the Globe. The honourable gentleman has called 
tipon thfe learned gentleman (Mr. Dliindas) who fits be- 
Ibw me, toaflift him in etpofing the wild fchcmes of Mr. 
Haftings ;' but will the honoun^bile gentleman be pleafed 
to rccolleft the ground upon which that learned gentleman 
proceeded ? His argument was, *' Mr. Haftings has for- 
** fcitcd the confidence of the native Princes of Lridia; they 
•* will not treat with him.; be cannot make the Marattah 
f * peace and therefore he oughtto be recalled." . Will the 
learned gentleman now hold that language i Will the 
learned gentleman now fay, that Mr. Haftings. does not 
enjoy the confidence of the native pfinces of India ; or, 
that at a moment of difiiculty and danger, he did not con- 
clude the Marattah' peace ? What was the difference be- 
tween the learned gentleman and the Court of Proprietors^ 
with refpeft to Mr^ Haftings i Not that Mr. Haftings was 
a delinquent : I never heard the learned gentleman avow 
an opinion of his, delinquency. The, learned .gentleman 
conceived that the removal of Mr. Haftings was necefifary 
to conciliate the minds of the native Princes of India, and 
for the eftablifliment of peace. The Court of Proprietors 
were of an opinion direftly contrary ; and experience has 
fliewn, that the Proprietors werie right, and the learned 
gentleman wrong. Whether Mr, Haftings wai> or was 
noi, the author of the Marattah war ; whether he gave 
too much credit to the intelligence tranfmitted to him from 
Europe, or not; whether it was the aft of a wife man, or 
a romantic attempt, to march a detachment acrofs India, is 
by no means the prefent queftion. IiCt us confider what 

was 
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was our fituation previous -to, and b)p tlielateft advices from 
India, in order to determine the degree of relief which may 
be granted to the Company, v 

In the height of the Matattah war Hyder Ally Cawn In- 
vaded the Carnatic-*— To prefcrve that important branch 
of our dommion in India, Mr. Haitings, at a moment 
>yhen merchant fliips would not attempt a paflage to Ma- , 
dras, propofed fending ' fix hundred and forty Europeans, 
and fifteen lacks of rupees, to the Carnatic by fea, and Sir 
Eyre Coote nobly confented -to rifque his higb military 
reputation at the head of a defeated and difpirited army— ^ 
Mr. Haftings alfo propofed to fend a very confiderable de- 
_^ tachment to Madras by land — It wa^ immediately formed^ 
and joined Sir Eyre Coote before his fecond general adlion 
with Hyder; nor can I conceive, though the late Houfe 
of Common's condemn^ the tranfa£tion, that the march 
of this detachment through the territories of Moodajee 
Boofla, was purchafed too dear by the fun> of money given 
to his fon Chimn^jee. 

From that period. Sir, every poffible affiftance was af- 
forded by the Supreme Council to. tie government. of Ma- 
dras ; and, after a variety of fuccei&a, in a moft difficult 
and arduous war, our army was be^fieging the French forp^^ 
in CuddalOrc, when intelligenqe of the peace, which had 
fayed this country,, arrived in India; but was any poi&ble 
exertion. negle<fted by Mr. Haftings to feed and pay th^ 
army at Madras^ or to enable the Bombay forces to make 
that divcrfioti, which at the moft critical moment' of the 
war, 4rew Tippoo Saib out of the Carnatic ? 
• Sir, the honourable gentleman, paffing in filence over 
the dangers we have efcapcd 5 pafling in filence over the 
difficulties we h:ive furmounted ; fays, we have not peace 
with Tippoo Saib — I am not afraid of committing myfelf 
by faying, that I believe we have peace with Tippoo Saib| 
and that, I believe he is utterly unable to cpntinue^the wan 
I believe, alfo, that his only chance for fafety is in peace | 
bat admitting for a moment, that it is hot Concluded, have 
we a Marattah war now to fopport ? Have we feventeen 
fail of the line, and 6000 land fprces belonginft to France 
oppofed to us ? Or is Tippoo Saib iiow in the heart of the 
darnatic ? We never can have fuch a combination to 
ftruggle with again ; and I repeat it, that putting together 
the intelHgerice from Tanjore and Buflbrah, I believe 
that at this moment, the peace with Tippoo is coticluded. 

With- 
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Without wifliing to fay aiiy thing that may give ofFcncc, 

ktus coniidisr how the war has ended in different quarters 

' of the world — In Europe, we have loft Minorca; in 
America, 'thirteen provinces^ and the two Penfacolas; in 
the Weft Indiesi Tobago ; and fome fettlements in Africa. 

, We have contra£led a debt of one hundred millions and 
upwards, and have loft above 100,000 men : but in^ Ihdia^ 
Sir, we have preferved all our former pofleffiorts, and ^c 
have yielded up Chandenagore and all the French fettle- 
ments in Bengal •, we have yielded Pondichcrry, Carical, 
and every fettlement we had conquered from the French 
^pon theroafts of Coromandel and Malabar ; we have given 
back to the Dutch, Chinfuraj Calcapore, and their fettle- 
ments on the coaft, Negapatnam excepted. I ftiould ra* 
ther fay. Sir, this nation has given up, and wifely given 
up, the conquefts of the Eaft-India Company, to prevent 
♦ farther facriiices where they would have been more felt by 
the Public. The Company has contra£led a debt during 
this long and arduous war, not equal to one year of its neat 
revenues :-and (hall it be' ftiled a burden upon' the State? 
or fliall its fervatits, who have exerted themfelves fo meri- 
torioufiy, be calumniated, inftead of receiving the praife 

. due to their merU ? 

But th© honourable gentleman fays, we have no fecurity 
that ceconomy will be.praftife'd in Bengal, except we argue 

' in favour of future obedience from paft difobedience. If 
the faflb4s-fo^ why, in the name of God, do you not remove 
thpfe men who will not obey your orders ? Is Mr. Haftings 
iii the sway of any fcheni^ of reformation ? 'Has l^e not 
cxprefsly and anxioufly written to defi re that' a fucceflbr 
may be lent out ? I appeal to the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband, whether it has not invariably been the language 
of Mr. Haftings ; ** Remove me, or conii^m me : the go- 
** vernmfent of India (hould be fupported by the Govem- 
<* ment at .home ; if you will not give me your confidence, 
«* recal me." 

I, Sir, earneftlv hope, that if His Majefty's Minifters, 
or if the Court 01 Direftors, will not give their confidence 
to Mr, Haftings, they will inftaiitly remove him.' I hope^ 
Sir, if they conceive that he will not rigidly execute every 
order they fend to him relative to oecohomical retrenche- 
ments, that they will inftantly remove him. I have heard this 
language of Mr» Haftings^'s difobedience repeated in 

fpeeches^ 
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fpeeches j I have feen it inferted in' pamphlets and newf- 
papers! but, when gentlemen are piiflied upon this fubje£t» 
they are obliged to have fecourfe to the ftale charge of not 
fending Mr. Briftow to'Oude, and Mr. Fowke to Brnares. !• 

And here I muft lay, that whether Mr« Haftings is to be 
continued or not, or whoever goes out to fucceed him, the' 
government of India muft be in India, and you muft give 
up the ridiculous idea of appointing gentlemen to minifte* 
rial offices either from Leadenhall-ftreet or this end of the 
town. The fyftem is new, and deftruftive in the extreme^ 
of pointing out to your governments in India, who they 
ifaoald employ in offices of truft and iipportance, and can . 
anfwerno end, but that of -a mifehievous extenCon of pa«i 
tronage at home, with the moie fatal confequence of de- 
ftroyinj; the vigour, energy, and refponfibility of the go* 
vernment abroad. Will the honourable gentleman, or will 
any other honourable gentleman, mentions fingle order 
fent from this country, relative to ceconomical retrench- 
ments, or upon other fubjefts, which has been difobeyed 
in the latter three years ? There was, indeed, a difference 
of opinion between Mr. Haftings and the Dirediors, rela- 
tive to the duration of certain contra£ts, for cnfuring a 
fupply of bullocks during the late war, whicb were con- 
^ eluded at t\ic recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote; but it is 
of very old date, and will make no diffisrence to the prc- 
fcnt argument. , 

I ftiall now, Sir, briefly ftate my ideas of what can be 
done in Bengal — You have authentic, official advice, that 
the army in Bengal has been confiderably reduced : you 
know that Colonel Morgan's detachment was, on. the a^d 
of January, within twelve cofs of Gualior, confequently 
that by the ift of February, it would be on the banks of 
the Jumna, where it was inftantly, to be reduced* Ad- 
mitting the peace not to be concluded with Tippoo, the 
fervices*of the Bengal detachment at Madras were no 
longer neceffary; I therefore believe moft folemnly, tha? 
by the ill of May, every military cMence of the Bengal \ 
army was brought within one'hundreAnd ten lacks a year. 
Sir, it is the duty of the Court of Direflors not to truft 
merely to this, but to point out fpetifically the reduc- 
tions that fliairbe made, and to take care that the ex- 
pence they authorife is not exceeded. 

My eftimate of military expences is confiderably higher 
than the eftabliflimcnt of 1777. The civil difburiements 
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are not eftimated at more than thirtyTnine lacks, Including 
the exp^nce of the Supreme Court of Judicature ; but, 
allowing fifty lacks for the civil charges and the marine \ 
allowing twenty lacks for ftipeijds, . &c. and twenty lacks 
for contingencies, bfyond the very high rate at which 1 
I have ftated the difburfements, and frorp the neat revenues 
of Bengali Bahar, and OriiTa, Benares, Vizier's fubfidy,' 
and the profit upon fait and opium^ including alfo the fale 
of our imports ; there will remain a furplils of one hundred 
and fifty-feven lacks of rupees, for the purchafe of fu^ 
ture inyeftments, for paying the intereft of the bonded 
debts of India, and for a gradual liquidation of the prin<- 
cipal *. . 

In dating the fubfidy of the Vizier, I confine myfelf to 
.two lacks and fixty thoufand rupees a month, which he 
pays for a complete brigade, by the treaty of 1775. But 
His Excellen<;y is alfo engaged to pay 20,000 rupees a 
month for every regiment of feapoys which he may. chufe 
to ftation in his dominions, beyond the complete brigade; 
and alixed fum for the ordnance department. At pr^fent 
there are fix regiments upon this fubfidy in the Vizier's , 
dominions, whiph is fo far a faving to the Company. If 
at any future period {of which I have no idea) the Vizier 
fliould wifh to recal all our forces from Oude, the line of 
^defence will be circumfcribedji and a proportional redu&ion 



* Major Scott ftated iv a pamphlet, that the actual ^receipts of the 
land revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflfa, for 178 1-2, after paying 
every expcnce of coUcctlon> and independent of bafances out ftanding, 
were two hundred and twelve lacks of Sicca rupees and a fraction; 
and of i782<3^ two hundred . and nine lacks and a fraction; but to 
take it at the lowed terms : 

CHARGES. 



Revenues - - - ^ - 209 

Salt - ' ^ S** 

Benares • - - • - "" 44 

Vizier's fubfidy • ^ - 32 

Imports ----- lO 

Cuftoms . - ^ - - 8 

Opium - . - - . 4 



Military 

Civil and marine, - 

Durbar and ilipends 

Contingencies 



357 Balance 1C7 lacks* 
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of the army will take place ; and, (hould we again be* 
brought within the banks of the CarumnafTa, eighty lacks 
of rupees will amply, provide for as large /an army as will 
be neceflary for our complete defence. 

I perfedly agree with the honourable gentleman, that, 
from Bengal, the intereft of the bond debts of India muft 
be paid, and the principal liquidated, whenever it is liqui* 
dated. Yet, Sir, I have the authority of Lord Macartney, 
for fuppofing, that on the rc-eftablifliment of peace, the 
Carnatic will bear its own expences, and furnifli a cargo 
for Europe. I hope it will be fo; and then it will be a re-, . 
lief to Bengal, which I have not yet calculated. 

I did intend. Sir, to have made a few remarks upon the 
Report of the Seleft Committee nOw before us, and to hav^ 
noticed two or three very glaring errors ; but I (hall leave 
this to other gentlemen, as I dare fay the obfervation will 
not efcape them. / 

I have the higheft opinion of the integrity, ability, and 
impartiality of the gentlemen who compofe this Committee; 
but*, this, Sir, is an additional proof to me of the abf^r- 
dity of a Committee of this Hoiife entering upon the in- 
tricacies of an Indian account, without having a fingle gen^ 
tleman amongft them, who, from local knowledge, and long 
experience, could be enabled to point out to them the ne- 
ceflary papers and documents they fliould refer to. The • 
miftaices I allude to are fo glaring, that I am aftonilhed how 
they could hav^ crept into the Report. - . 

Lord North faid, he ihould not have troubled the Houfe, l^^ North* 
but two things ftated by the honourable gentleman who had 
juft fat dovyn had made it neceflary. The honourable gen-» 
tleman had imputed all the expences incurred by the EalV 
Jndia Company, and all the bloodihed in India of late years, 
to the American war. The American war, his Lordfliipr 
declared, had fins enow of its own to anfwer fof, without 
being loaded with fins that did not belong to it ; he begged, 
therefore, to deny the fad, and to aflert, what he could 
aflert with great truth, that the American war was in no 
degree chargeable with the burdens and calamities that had 
befallen India. When the war began with France, long after 
the American war was in exiftence, by the exertions of the 
Britifli government, Pondicherry was taken and difmantled, 
Mahe was taken, and Chandenagore was taken.. The French 
were difpoflefled and driven out of India ; they had not a 
fettlement in that quarter of the globe left to (et a foot in. 

Vol. XV. A a a That 
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"That afterwards, by the mifmanagement of the"Company*$ 
fervants in India, the torch of war was lighted afrefh in that 
. country. Peace was not kept with the Marattahs ; wc 
quarrelled with the Nizam, then with the Nizam's brother, 
' and afterwards with Hyder Ally, who invaded the Carnatic; 
this invited' the Europeans to carry their arms to India; this 
/ brought the French back again to the coafts of Coromandel, 
after they had been expelled from every part of that quarter 
of the globe ; this brought the' Dutch upon our backs in 
India ; and hence all the expence, all the bloodflied, all the 
diiafters, that had happened there. The damage, therefore, 
that the affairs of the Englifh Eaft-lndia Company had fuf- 
fered, had been owing folely to the rafti, impolitic, impru* 
dent, and mifchievous management of their fervants abroad. 
With regard to the other point that the honourable gentle- 
man had mentioned, viz. that. Mr. Haftings ought either to 
have been recalled, or confirmed in his government, it was 
undoubtedly true ; it was true likewife that Mr. Haftings 
had, even during his adminiftration, reqpefted to be recalled. 
That he bad not then been recalled, the honourable gentle- 
man had faid, refted with the noble Lord ; it had not, how- 
ever, refted with the noble Lord, tis the honourable gentle- 

^ ^ man. had been pleaied to term him ; the noble Lord had it 
not in his powet to recal him ; jTome perfons, who fat near 
the honourable gentleman, could tell hiro, that the noble 
Lord could not recal him ; nay, thofe who had much more 
power than the noble Lord ever poflefled, found themfelves 
unable to recal Mr. Haftings, That Houfc, they all knew, 
endeavoured to recal him, and determined that he fliould 
* be recalled : but even that Houfe, omnipotent as it was, had 
not been able to effedl its purpofe. The fa6t, therefore, un- 
doubtedly was, as Mr. Haftings might boaft^ and as his 
friends and reprefentatives might boaft, and as the honour- 
able gentleman had boafted for him, Mr. Haftings had re- 
peatedly defired to be recalled ; Government had liftened to 

' , his requifition, and wiflied to gratify him ; that Houfe had 
wiflied to gratify him ; nay, they had refolved that he fhould 
be gratified, and the, Court of Direflors had agreed to it : 
but it fo happened, that while Mr. Haftings defired to be 
. recalled, while he infifted on being recalled, while Govern- 
nient and the Houfe of Commons defired that he fhould be 
recalled, while the Court of Direftors were willing to recal 
Jiim, his own friends, and his own party, among the Pro- 
prietors of the Eaft-India Company, conftantly. contrived at 
,the General Courts to difoblige Mr. Haftings, to deny hini 

tbft 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A. 1784. DEBATES. 36J 

the favour he requefted, to difappoint Government, to fruf- 
tratethe refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, to difannul 
the votes of the Court of Diredtors, and effcdlually to prevent 
his recal. * 

Mx. N. Smithy Chairqian of the Company, rofe to vindi- Mr.N. 
cate the ftatement of the DirefkorS, on which the Committee Smith, 
had made fo full a Report. His objedk, was to give a complete 
refutation of the commentaries and concluiions of the Seledl 
Committee ; and, in order to do this, he went through the 
Report paragraph by paragraph. He explained various errors, 
particularly where the Committee aflerted, that the charges 
of coUedling the revenues in Bengal appeared to be 500,000!. 
a year lefs four years ago than they were at that time ; 
whereas the fa<9; indifputably Was, that they were 50,000!. 
lefs now than they were then. 

The Committee had alfo drawn a coraparifon between the 
civir charges In Bengal in 1777-8 and 1780-1, and ftated, 
that in the former period they were 466^477!. and in the 
latter 589,056!. j the natural conclufion of which ftate- 
ment was, an enormous increafe of expences, no lefs than 
i20,bool. : but Mr. Smith ftated the fa6l to be, that the 
expence of the latter period was lefs than the former by 
io,oo6L and the apparent excefs was occafioned by the fum 
of money advanced in March 1781, to Chimhajee Boofla, 
' which was entered among the civil charges of 1780-1. Mr, 
• Smith concluded, from the view which he had taken of the 
^ whole, that the ^circumftances of the Company were ex^ 
tremely promifing and fatisfadlory, and that every afpeft in 
which its* prefent fituation could be confidered, was calcu- 
lated to encourage, and not to alarm. 

.Mr. Ed^n rofe ne^ct. He faid, that knowing the indifpo- m,, Ed«i. 
fition of the Houfe to involve itfelf in a detail of accounts, 
however jnterefting and important the refult of thofe ac- 
counts might be, he would leave the Report to the defence 
of its own accuracy, and to the judgement of all unpreju- 
diced men ; if, in fo' large a variety of matters as were ne- 
ceflarily comprehended in that ertquiry, any errors ftiould be 
found in the different ftatem«nts, he' fliould^ neither be fur«i 
prifed nor mortified by the difcovery : he would fay more, 
he ihould fincerely rejoice at fuch a difcovery, if It tended .to * 

place the affairs of the Company in a more profperous and • 
more promifing ftate than they had appeared to the Com- 
mittee. He had not yet heard of any fuch errors; for, with 
refpeft to what had juft been ftated as fuch by the worthy 
Chairman of the Cpippany, he would take fome future .' 
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Digitized by 



L^oogle 



jjS^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

oeca&on to ihew that theinaccuracy was' in thofe who cor- 
ftrued the Report, and not in thofe who framed it ; in the 
mean time it was fully fuflicient to obferve, that the particu- 
lars mentioned, even if erroneous, which he denieii, were 
immaterial to the public confideration, as none of them were 
brought into the charge* in the general eftimate of the Com- 
pany's affairs. But he had other reafon^ for declining this 
kind of conteft. He waged no war with the Diredlors ; 
the whole tenor of the Report would prove this; for it gave 
ajt leaft fifty flat contradidlions to the Diredlors' accounts, 
without a fingle expreflSon tending either to criminate or 
cenfure. He waged no war with Mr. Haftings, nor with 
the reprefentatives of Mr. Haftings, if there were any. With 
refpedi to India difcuffions, it was indifierent tohim, whether 
Mr. Haftings was no better reprefented than the city of 
Weftminfter, or whether he had more ^r^prefentatives in that 
Houfe than the city of London and the county of Middleiex: 
fo far as perfonal confidejations could influence, he was 
* bound to feel a partiality towards Mr. Haftings, who had 
fhewn peculiar kindnefs to fome of his neareft connedtions. 
Laftly, he waged no war with the Eaft-India Proprietors : 
on the contrary, every flep which he had taken in this bufi- 
nefs would in due time h^ acknowledged by the honeft Pro- 
prietors of the Company (of which defcription there was a 
large proportion) to be moft friendly to their real and per- 
manent advantage. , He had been aftuated through the whole 
bufuiefs by a &ir folicitude to pbtain lights which might 
prevent a bankruptcy, that would firft burft upon the com- 
mercial intereft, and would afterwards overwhelm the landed 
interefts of the kingdom. In .this folicitude there was no 
idea of delpondertcy ; he did not mean to intimate that, the 
Company's affairs were irretrievable,, if fully and fairly 
brought to view : but he would venture to aflert, and would 
reft his charaSer upon the affertion, that if mere palliatives 
were tried, if Parliament declined the tafli of examining and 
probing the diforder to the bottom, if the prefent meafures 
were merely to ikin over the wound, the confequences muft 
be moft calamitous to the company and to the Public. In 
this temper and in this perfuafion he had entered into this 
enquiry, and could clearly appeal to thofe who had aflifted 
and inftrudted him in that enquiry, for the fairnefs with 
which it had been condudted ; in the Committee, indeed, he 
had the advantage of threeor four particular friends, men of 
known and^ acknowledged talents and integrity : but the 
- majority of the Committee, though compofcd alfo of gentle-. 
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men equally Intitled to fuch attributes, were utterly un- 
cprine£ted with him in the line of public life 5 and yet he 
Could venture to fay, that there never was an inftanec in 
which any Committee had a£ted, from its beginning to 
its end, with fo mutual and complete a cordiality and una- 
nimity. He could not, therefore, fubmit to (loop to the 
talk of defending the Report of fuch a Committee j it wa* 
before the Houfe and the Public ; let it be judged by the' 
Houfe and the Public ;' and let it alfo ftand the teft of fuch 
events as it might be conftrued to predift. 

Mr. Eden next proceeded to makq fome remarks on 
-what had been fuggefted by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, in opening the bufinefs — ^^He faid, that he had 
heard with great furprife the right honourable gentleman's 
opinion, that if relief fhould be given in ^he extent and 
manner alked by the Company, the Direftors would be 
, able for the future to be regular in their receipts and pay- 
ments. He kncT^ that the right honourably gentleman 
was a bold ftatefman, and was willing to pay due homage 
to an intrepidity well fuited to the difficulties of tjie times:. 
but he. knew alfo, that the right honourable gentleman 
poflefTed fingular wifdom and forefight, and could not re- 
concile to fuch qualities the rifque bf an opinion, the fal- 
lacioufnefs of which a few months might demonftrate. — 
Surely the diiFerence between the ftate of the Company, 
as defcribed in the Firft Report of the Direftors, which 
gave the intended detail of receipts and payments, and the 
amount of the various' articles which- had fince come to 
light, would fhew too much caufe to fufpefl: the folidity 
of fuch ah opinion. He would here ftate to the Houfe, 
the amount of various articles of charge beyond what was 
ilated by the Directors 5 the fums dependent on thofe ar- 
ticles had been hitherto undifputed, and he believed them 
to be indifput able : the whole amounted to above eight 
millions fterling. The particulars were ; the intereft of ' 
duties propofed to be poftponed for different periods of the 
next five years, and to which the claim of the Public was 
not only legal but reafonablci certain articles of duties and 
damaged goods mentioned in the Dire6tors' Second Report ; 
bills drawn from India, amounting within three months to 
i,2OO,0Ool. beyond any expe£lation or forefight of the Di-. 
reftors in drawing their Firft Report, and, in truth, con- 
trary to their afTurances; the price of infurance for which 
the Directors profefled to have made no allowance, though 
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tlicy had takc^ credit for the fafe arrival and prime coft of 
all their cargoes for fix years ^ bills to be accepted £i:om 
Bencoolenj the fum of near 8oo,oooU now claimed by the 
Viaualling Office and Pay office; the 130,0001. ftill due 
on the renewal of the charter, with the iniereft of fix yeai"8, 
no allows^ce halving been made by the Direftors either for 
intereft or principal ; the additional bond debt in India^ 
of which accounts had been received fincc the Fii-ft Re- 
port; the intereft on the Bombay and Madras bond debt^ 
for which no allowance had been made in the eftimates of 
the Diredorsj the arrears of Piihcufli, which were ordered 
. to be paid, but were not brought to account; the Madras 
' sferrearj of which late accounts had been received ; treafury 
iiotes ifTued in Bengal in lieu of the inveftm^nt loan : to 
thefe he would add, the amount of the Dutch prizes, the 
right to which is litigated, though brought tO account as 
the property of the Company ; and another article, of which 
, he had no doubt, though it might be matter of opinion, 

^ nan^^ly, the produce of fales, which had been ftated at 
3,300,0001 a year, from an average of fales taken at a pe- 
riod of former fales. Under that circumftance, and under 
the orders of the Company refpe£ting the Bengal raw filk, 
* and confidering alfo the fituation of Madras and Bombay, 
vho were unable to furnilh their proportion of goods \ but 
more efpecially confidering the increafed competition of 
European vefiels in the ports of India and China, for the ' 
fatal purpofe of bringing home the immenfe acquifition of 
the Company's fervants, at the very hour when the Com- 
pany itfelf was in the extreme of poverty and diftrefs, and 
unable to purchafe any inveftments But from money alfo 
furniihed'by thofe ^ery fervants, he thought it reafonable 
to dedu£i: 300,060! » a year from that fpeculation. He had 
been induced to ftate thefe articles to illuftrate- his doubt, 
whether the relief prayed in February laft would be ade- 
, (quate to the wants of the party in the prefent month, when 
in the interim fuch large deficiencies had been afcertained. 
It would have been eafy to fwell this catalogue ftill far- 
ther. He abftained from all remark on the fuppofed re- 
venues and expences of the different territories and fettle- 
ments ; but it was a wide field of obfervaiion, and what 
opened very melancholy profpdfts in the prefent ftate of 
India government — He abftained alfo from all difcuffion 
.of the Diredors^ plan of commercial refources, which the 

Com* 
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Committee had fliewn to be incompatible. Credit had been 
taken by the Direftors for all the efFefts of a reform from 
the date of their Report ; but the Chairman had juft affured 
the Houfe, that the Direftors were *^ going to order re- 
** trenchments/' Pad experience had fliewn, that the or- 
ders < of the Direftors were invariably difregarded, except /' 
when they tended to pronxne expence or protedl pecula- 
. tion; but in the prefent inftance, there was not even the 
decency of a vain endeavour, Laftly, he would lay no 
ftrefs on this whole fabric of a delufive imagination being 
crefked on the neccflity of an uninterrupted peace in India 
and in Europe to the year' 1790; though it was not yet 
known that it had taken place in India, 

The right honourable gentleman had intimated an ex- 
peftation, that, though large bills'had been drawn in Ben- 
gal, a proportionable increafe of goods bad been accumu- 
lated : he would only Remark, that this hope, however 
reafonable, was not yet verified by any evidence or corre- 
fpoiidence. 

There had alfo been much converfation on the degree in , > 

which the Public is bound by the authority of Parliament 
to enable the Company to draw ,or accept bills — He was 
not difpofed to adopt eithe,r opinion in its full Extent ; b^it 
he had no doubt in 'faying, that if the authority of IJarlia- 
ment was pledged, to the bill-holders, Parliament was at 
leaft bound to proteft them fo far as not to permit the 
Company to divide the 'money of the bill-holder, and to 
proteft his bill : and this remark would materially apply to 
a great proportion of the bills at prefent unaccepted, 

Laftly, as fome papers from Bengal had been moved for 
a few days ago, as fubyerting the whole Report of the - 
Committee, he would niake a few remarks on the firft of 
thofe papers^ and would only obfervc, that the others, 
though lefs open to obfervation, were equally deftitute of 
weight as to the confideration at prefent before the Houfe. 
The paper to which he alluded was the letter from Fo);t 
William, dated i6th December, 1783. *^ We have,? 
fays Mr. Haftings, *« fupported your other prefidencies^ 
** not by fcanty and inefFeftual fupplies, but by an anxious 
*' anticipation of all their wants:" would not any perfon 
who attentively perufed that paragraph, reafonably be 
furprifed to hear, that thofe prefidencies, all whofc 
wants were fo efFeftually fupplied, had incurred a debt^^of 
j,ooo,oool. and that their bonds were now at fifty per cent. 
4 dif- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



568 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784, 

difcount ? Again, ** We have affifted the China trade :" the 
rematk here is, that the lail letters from Canton complain 
loudly of the entire want of affiftance — Again, ^* We 
' ** have provided larger invfsftments from this prefidency 
** than it ever ftfrnifced in any given period of the fame 
** length ;" this is proved, by bringing within a thirteen- 
months period, an account of the exports of nSore than 
two years — 4g^^"> ** I^ ^^^ profecution of thefe fervices, 
*' we have fought but little pecuniary affiftance from home; 
** we have avoided drawing on you for fupplies." This 
paffage is beft illuftrated by the account in the Committee's 
Appendix of three millions of bills from Bengal. On thefe 
ftrange and multiplied incongruities, he would only ob- 
ferve, that they were the picture painted from the painter's 
imagination, like the Direftors* Firft Report, iii a moment 
of fanguine expediation and wild enthufiafm, amidft in- 
creafing diilrefles and difficulties. • 
Mr.Atkin- Mr. ^if^/«/o« began with declaring, that under the dif- 
^°'*' inclination the Houfe had eptprefled to purfue the debate 

farther at prefent, he fliould not have attempted to take up 
the time of the Houfe, had not the right honourable gen- 
tleman, running in a curfory way through nearly the whole 
* fubjeft, afTumed, as uncontradiftory and undeniable truths, 
almoft all the points in the Report of the Committee, 
wherein \t differed from the Reports of the Direftors — • 
That, very far from acknowledging obligation for the gen- 
tle manner in which the right honourable gentleman 
claimed the credit of having Hated his contradidiions of 
the Direftors' Report, h.e laid in his claim to.be heard on a 
futuie day, when he trufted he fhould be able to (hew, 
that in every point where the two Reports contradidled each 
other, the Direftprs were in the right, and the right ho-, 
nourable gentleinan in the wrong; and would not, unlefs 
it was their pleafure, trouble the Houfe farther at prefent* 
Being called upon to go on, he proceeded to ftate the ne- 
ceffity of attending to the order of the Houfe, upon which 
' the Direftors were to make their Report, and that it was 
confined to the degree of relief by poftponement of duties 
and acceptance of bills, which, in the opinion of the Di- 
redlors, would be fufficient for their affairs. Accordingly, 
he faid, the 'Dijreflors had ftated an eftimate of their re- 
ceipts and payments in England, with as much accuracy, 
he believed, as the nature of the cafe admitted ; but had 

never 



Digitized by VjQOQ IC 



A. 1784^ DEBATES. ^6^ 

ftcvfer profefled accurately to ftate any eftimate of their re- 
ceipts and payments abroad, which was plainly impoiTible 
to be done with any exa£lnefs : therefore, under this laft 
head, they had contented themfelvcs with giving a general 
view of their revenues and refourccs abroad (independent 
of what they^had computed upon, as applicable to their 
commercia,! inveftments) and q^ the debts and fervices to 
which they were applicable ; and had only drawn thi$ ge- 
neral ihferei^ce, that there was no reafon to apprehend that 
farther bills wotild be neceflary to be drawn in aid of thofe 
revenues and refources ; feeing, that whilft great difFe-- 
rence of opTinion might prevail about the degree to which 
thofe revenues would be produftive, tlier| was no reafon- 
ablc ground . to fuppofe the revenues, which before the war 
had produced a very large furplus, would not ftill produce 
fome furplus; and that whether that furplus difcharged the 
burdens upon it a little fooner, or a little Jater, was not 
very material to the propofitions upon which the Direftors 
were ordered to . ftate their opinions ; , that this diftinftion^ 
fo neceflary to the forwiing a juft judgement on the fubjeft, 
was wholly confounded by the Report of the Committee ; 
who, bringing their obfervations to pne point^^ but pro- 
fefledly leaving any cqnclufion upon the eftimate of re* ^ 
ceipts and payments out of their difcuflion, although it 
was^ the fole objeft of the inquiry, had, in a defultofy 
ivay, thrown put, a large mafs of animadverfions, tending • ' 

greatly to grounds of general, diftruft, arid had fo obfcured ' - 

. a plain fubjeil, by confounding Indian receipts and pay- 
ments with thofe in England, and prefenting lifts and ap- ^ 
pendixes, in luch variety of forms, that none but thofe whp 
were tolerably makers of the fubjeft could underftand them. 
jHe would, he faid, eadeavour, as well as his memory would 
ferve him, thus called upon on the Jnftant, to give a dif- 
tinft confutation of each head oCobjeftion which the right ; 
honourable gentleman had ftated in his fpeech, leaving the 
reft of the Report to a future difcufSon. , 

The Committee had charged the Dire£l:ors with omitr » 
ting to Bring 172,000!.. to the debit of their qftimate for , 
intereft of the dutiete to be poftponcd, which by aft of Par- ' 
liament was payable at fix per cent, ahd had been paid at 
that rate in former inftances ftated in their Appendix,- He 
replied, that thofe inftances were before the time that the^ 
gtate became partner with the Company, by taking threcr 
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fourth parts of their income, after payment of their eight 
per cent.'dividend, and therefore, that the precedent did 
not apply, nor was the equity of the cafe any longer the 
fame. ^ That the charge would, to the extent of three- 
fourth parts, now be nugatory, feeing that it would, by 
juft fo'much, leffen the fum to come to the Public, under 
the participation ; arid that.Jf any thin^ was due, the fum 
. was much ejcaggerated, fecSng that the a£k authorifmga 
claim of fix per cent, intereft for duties in arrear, not from 
the India Company, alone, but from every body elfc, was 
pafled, w^hen the legal intereft of the kingdom was at fix 
per cent, which having, by a fubfequent a€t, been reduced 
to five, the Company, in paying 'fix fince, had paid itjn 
their own wrong; alfo, that the computation' was made on 
larger fums of poftponement than could be requiied to be 
poftponed; and that, upon the whole oP tbefe and other 
circumftances, the Direftors were juftifiable in expefiing, 
that no fuch intereft ought to • be demanded. That they ' 
were alfo charged with having omitted to charge their 
' ' eftimate with 385,0001. for iijfurance of their expe£fced 

importiS, at the peace premium of four per cent- To this 
he replied, that as the Company never infured, they could 
have no fuch payment to make, and, therefore, could not, 
without grofs impropriety, have made any fuch charge in 
a cafh eftimate; but that it was not true that they had 
omitted it. They had plainly and clearly ftated it in their 
Report, in the light in which alone it ought to be confi- 
dered, as -a deduftion to an amount that could not be af* 
icertained from the ftock of goods to remain unfold at the 
^ end of the period of their eftimate, and that upbn an ave- 

rage of twenty years, the lofles had not amounted to four 
per cent, but only to two one tenth; and the furplus of 
goods was fo great, as to leave no room to apprehend that 
fuch loffes could ever extend to the difappointment of 
their fales. 

He obferved, that throughout the Report, it was in a 
vaft variety of fliapes fuggefted, that bills had appeared to 
a great aniount, which were not provided for by the Di- 
redlors' eftimate ; and that whether the Committee meant, 
inexprefs terms, to make that aflertion or not, thfey had 
fo treated the fubjefl:, as to convey that idea to the reader; 
Ke would, however, once for all, anfwer all thbfe infinu- 
ations to the Houfe ~ There did not, he faid, exift, iior 
Was likely to exift, as far as the Dircftors kricw, a finglc 
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bill not provided for by the eftimate, favc and except a diance, , / 

but he did not think a certainty, that fifty lacks of rupees 
might be drawn for next year from Bengal 5 of which tranf- 
adlion the advice had arrived fince the date of the Direftors* 
laft Report ; and, except that, a fun; which had been ftated 
in their laft Report, as expe<3ed to be di^awn from Bom- 
bay,' and of which the amount could not then be known, 
was now known to amount to 42,0001. That great doubt ' 
was thrown upon the fales producing the fum of 3,300,000!. 
annually, at which he profefled his aftonifliment 5 fince, 
even gentlemen of experience in the Company's affairs, 
•who ha^ taken a part againft the Company in politics, had, , 

he believed, uniformly concurred in opinion,. that no doubt' 
could be entertained on ' that head. That "it was certain, 
they fhould have a-vaft furplus of goods imported this 
fummerj that Europe was bare of them; that the quality- 
was unqueftionably of late years much imp;-oved, and fo- 
reigner? gave us a preference they had not heretofore done • 
that the very tranfaftion of fifty lacks, of which the ad- 
vice was recently received, as above mentioned, went to 
the depriving foreign markets of goods to that value, 
^whlch muft increafe the demand^ at our fales, and particu- 
larly, that the deficiency ftated as likely to aiife in Bengal 
raw filk, which, on an average of former periods, had 
(contributed 240,000!. a year to the fales reckoned upon,- 
and of whicb, it was ftated in the Report, that only the' 
valucvof fifteen lacks was to be imported this feafon, was 
totally falfej for that, befides thofe fifteen lacks, there was 
the value of thirty-three lacks on board four fliips arrived,* 
or on the voyage, and about five lacks more of- an old ftock, 
be fides an unknown proportion of thirty lacks laid out in 
raw filk and filk piece-goods, but not explained how much 
in each; and, confequently^ahat fo far from a deficiency, 1 
there was already a clear fupply for. the whole period more 
than equal to the former average. 

He next obferved, that the Direilors were charged with 
having left out the fum of ioo,oool. due to the Public by 
2t£l of Parliament, which they ought to charge to the debit 
of their eftimate with fix years intereft — He replied, that 
they had in their Firft Repoit avowed their demdnd to 
fet againft it a much larger fum, which, fince the paffing 
that, adl:, a Committee of the Houfe of Commons had re- 
cognized to, be juftly due to tjhe Company froni the Public,' 
dnd which h^ had never been able to difcover ^hy rea^fo^ 
B b b 2 " * for . 
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for withholding payment of, hue that of the Hon in divi- 
' ding the prey. That fce trufted the Houfe would fee it 
right to take the matter into cotifideration, and 'do juftice — 
, That the Compiany would never be found tenaqioufly per- 
. 'fevering, againft the fenfe of Parliament; but it was the 
duty of the Direftors to bring forward and defend their juft 
rights till fuch de.cifion. It waa farther obferved, that 
. - ,^ gtezt doubt was exprefled whether^the Company's bonds in 
•England could be kept in circulation to the amount of 
2,oooi6ool. as'allowed by law, efpecially as the plan of the 
Direftors went upon an eftimate of decreafing payments, and 
increafing receipts. He replied, that he had ever tbought, 
decreafing payments and increafing receipts the very founda- 
tion of credit. ' That if the Committee fuppofed the Com- 
pany's payments to their tradefmfin was the only means of, 
-jre-ifTuing the bonds paid in ad cafii at the falesj* it was^a 
, great miftake. There were many other ways, in which 
they could be fent to market, when h could take them otf, 
and that they knew little of the nature of circulafting cre- 
;dit, who fuppofed that they could be kept in circulation by 
any mode of forcing them out till it did. That there was 
every reafon to fuppofc, the unfunded debt of the nation^ 
the enormous amount of which alone created the diflB.culty, 
would foon be reduced. That the Company had as yet 
fuftained no lofs or inconvenience by their bonds being 
paid in J and that if it (hould become an, inconvenience be- 
fore the unfunded debt •was reduced, gentlemen fhould 
». ' not for'get that there wa» a bank in this country, and 
-wealthy bankers, to whom the Company mighty in cafe.of 
need, with great propriety, apply for a temporary loan, 
on fuch fecurity as India bonds, •till the natural circulation 
of them fhould come round. That in anfwer to an ar- 
gument drawTi by the Direflors, from their fo foon extri- 
cating themfelves from the embarraffenrent they, were in 
about the year i7'73> the Committee, had ftated, that they 
had then more goods in their war'ehoufes than now, by 
about 2,6o6,ocol. in valiie; but that, on the other hand, 
it was true, that their floating and expefted property in the 
piefent year was much greater than in 1773. ^^ ^^^* ^ 
obferved, that it might have tended to give the Houfe a 
more juft idea of .the iri^tter if they had gone on to ftate, 
that the expefted importation exceeds the former by about 
' -5,200,000]. b*eing double the difference on which, to the 
- iifcredit of thp Directors* argumentj^ they had animadverted. 
- Tba^ 
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That it was affeited, that the Direftors had made no pro- 
vHion in their eftimate for the expcnces at Bencoolen, after 
the 'firft year, which would bring an additional charge of 
125,000!. upon the eftimate. To this he replied, that 

-they had made provifion for it^ and in the only way in 
which it (fould or ought to be eftimated, viz. as a charge on * 
the revenues in India^ where they had exprefsly ftatcd it i^ / 

their Firft Report. Ihat it was afierted, that certain trea- 
fury orders in Bengal, amounting to hfty lacks of rupeeis, 

/muft be added to the amount of the debt in Bengal. Thb 
aflertion, he faid, was, no daubt, a flat contradiftion to 
the Dire£iors' Report, but that, fortunately, it was^in its 
turn flatly contradifted bv the very evidence adduced by 
the Committee in one of their Appendixes, by ^hich 
it appears indifpenfably that provifion is made for their 
difcharge v^ithin the current year. -That the Company's 
TJghf to certain goods taken in* the Dutch faftories was ob- 
jeded to, on the fcore 6f claims made upon it by tlie im- 
mediate captors. To this he replied, that . tn^ claims hii 
been juftly treated by the gcvernment of Bengal as frivo- 
lous, and extending jio farther than the Company's libe-' 
rality might didkate, and jhat at any rate the payment, if 
any, would be a payment in India,^and the goods were un«^ 
queftionablyon ^heir:!«ray to England. 

The claims ftated againft the Company for viSualling His 

' Majefty's fleet were perfeftly unintelligible, as the law and 

''the information of fadts now ftood ; no^ was it poffible to 
form any judgement what fum wasreally due, either on this 
account, or on account of the pay of the army ; bt^ that both, 
when afcertained, muft, by law, be paid in India, not in * 

^iigland, and muft fall under the general unliquidated de- 
mands on the Company's property there, not 6f a cornmer- 
ciaj nature, and on the future revenues, and that they were 
fo ftatedin the Direftors' Report. That in anfwer to the ideas 
thrown out from all fides of the Houfe, that the bills now 

• under Hifcuffion were improperly drawn from Indiaj and , 
arofe from the vicious fyftem of conduift in that refpeft^ 
he muft beg leave to fay, that no fnch thing was tfiith -— 
The bills were all drawn for the purchafe of cargoes for 
Europe, and for that purpofe only — The war had con- 
fumed thofe refources, which, in common times, had af- 
forded a fund for fuch purpofes^ arid the cargoes coul^ not, 
by any human means, be providec^, without drawing the 
bills ; tb^ one was of fufficient value to pay the other ^^ and 

he 
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he obfcTvcd,, that taking the goods, jthci Houfe was now 
gravely debating whether they would allow the Company 
* 'to accept the bills. On this head he appealed to the |uf- 
tice of the Houfe, and reprefented the extreme injury to 
individuals and the Company's credit, which arofe from, 
keeping the bills above a twelvemonth without any anfwer, 
whether they were to be accepted at all or not : and oh- 
fcrycSy that this was a much greater hardship to the holders 
than giving the additional intereil and accepting the bills 
offered He likcwife obferved, on the mifchievous ten- 
dency of thefe reprefdntations to create. bad impreffions on 
the minds of the bill-holders. He defended the Diredtors 
from the imputation of negligence, in not having yet fent 
out a fyftem of rcduftion of all the ellablifhments in India, 

^ ,i and enforced it by pofitive orders ; and defended the fervants 

abroad from the irmputation of fyftematical difobedience of 
orders ; and appealed to the candour of the Houfe, whe- 
ther it were poiTible for the Direftors to take up fuch ar- 
rangements to any efFecl, while their affairs in Parliament 
remained unfettled : but he faid, that he did with confi- 
dence maintain, that proper retrenchments would be made, 
becaufe he knew enough of the fentiments of his colleagues 
in the direction, to^take upon him to fay, that they fhould 
be made, as foon as the Direftors could to any purpofe take 
them up. He ended with an exhortation to the Houfe, 
to lofe no time in freeing the Company from the reftraints 
impofed upon it, and to treat its affairs with that liberal 
juftice which the importarit advantages derived to the State 
through the medium of its inftitution and commerce, fo 
well deferved. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox obferved, that he was afloniflied to find that the 

Report of the Committee, had this day been combated: he 
had fondly imagined, th^t a Report which had been unani- 
moufly agreed to by a Committee, the majority of which 
Supported the prefent Adminiftration, and had differed from 
him in every queftion he had propofed relative to India, 
would not have been combated this day ; he imagined it 
would have been admitted on all hands, that the fallacy of 
that account muft be glaring indeed, when a Committee, 
confifting of perfons who agreed fcarcely jn any one other 
thing, unanimoufly concurred in condemning the account 
laid before the Houfe by the DirecSkors . of tlie Eaft-India 
Company. He wifhed for a moment to enquire what that 
Company was ; and as, while he was in office, he faced the 

danger 
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danger which threatened firft, and at laft ef](e£ied Ms dd^ni- 
fal as aMiniftef: fo now, when Ke had nothing to Fear 
from the Company, it <:'ould riot be expefted that he' would \ 

hefitate to fpeak his fentiments freely to that body* Who 
the^i were the Eaft-India Cprfipany ? Not the Diredlors, for 
they were avowedly only a reprefentative body. Not the 
governors and officers abroad, for they were the fervants' of 
the Conlpany. Not the Court of Proprietors, for they had, 
comparatively with the Public, a very fmall intereft in the 
wealth and property of the Company : their intereft went 
no farther than their dividend, which, at eight per cent, did 
not exceed 240,000!, a'year. This was a fmall fum, when 
compared with the intereft the Public had in theCompany*s 
profperitj ; at that moment the Company owed the Public 
i,ooo,oool. and the annual duties paid^to the Public on the 
imports of the Company, were greater than the Company's 
dividend. • ' 

it had been faid, that the Compaay was the conduit-pipe 
thfQUgb which the territorial revenues were brought to Eng- 
land on tlie account of the Public ;" but in truth and in fadt, 
it might more properly be called the conduit-pipe through 
iiyhich the wealth of the Company's fervants was brought' 
home : he called them fervants of the Company, in confor- 
mity to a mode of fpeaking which had generally prevailed, 
though it was well known that they were the maiiers, and 
not the fervants, of the Company : this muft have been the 
<:afe, or a Governor General would never have dared, to dif- 
obey the orders of the Court of Direflors, and give the au- 
xlacious reafon for his difobedience, that it Was becaufe it was 
their order. It had been faid, that orders not only might, 
but ought, fometimes to be difobeyed ; he admitted the truth ' 
of the propofition ; but he. believed that inftances of fuch 
orders wefre very rare : but, though a Governor General 
might difobey an ord^r at one time, there ^ould be no reafon 
tb juftify hiift in difobeying it a fecond time, after his maf- 
ters had condemned his difobedience in the firft ^inftance, 
and cautioned hrm not to difobey it a fecond time. And 
yet this fecond injund^on had been treated ^Ith as much 
contempt as the firft by Mr. Haftings, in the affair of Mr. 
Briftow ; and when at laft the Company thought proper to 
give lip the point, he then did, to pleafe himfelf, the very, 
thing which he had refufed to do in confequence of orders 
from the Diredlors. * Mr. Haftings had a very bad or itnper- 
fe6l recolle<aion of paft tranfaftions, as appeared from his ^ 

letters, where he faid he had not drawn on the Company for 
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any fupplies, pleafing at the fame time to forget^ there were 
at this moment bills drawn by him, not yet paid by the 
Company, to the amount of near 5,000,000!. He was as 
little inclined tcl give him anj credit for great forefight in 
his fpeculations in politics: for though he would have the 
Public think that peace was as good as concluded, and that 
Tippoo Saib would never dare tp continue the war, he wrote 
word 5 that Tippoo had recalled his ambaiTador from Poonah» 
and was preparing for war. Gentlemen ought not to take 
it for granted, that, becaufe France was now at peace with 
vs, and had withdrawn her troops from the fervice of Tip- 
poo Saib, that prince c«uld receive no affiftance from them ; 
he fliould be forry to impute, and he certainly did not mean 
to impute, to the court of France any intentien either to 
renew the ^ar with us, or tp give any unde'rhand affiftance 
to Tippoo Sajb : but ftill it was poffihle, if it was the inten- 
tion of that Court, to give affiftance in a thoufand different 
ways, without appearing to violate the peace ; nay, the very 
.circumftance of a French army bdng near his dominions, 
was in itfelf an affiftance. He admitted there might be fome 
probabiKty, that Tippoo Saib would not continue a war 
which, to all appearances, would be contrary to his interefts: 
but he bid gentlemen beware how they trufted to gloftes 
given to the aftairs of a country lying ajt fo great a diftance 
as India does from this kingdom : before any power in Eu- 
rope declared for the Americans, people thought it pr9bable, 
that, perhaps, France might interfere, and take part in the 
quarrel ; but every man in England thought it was impoffible 
that Spain fliould *ever enter into that war as an enemy to 
Great Britain, and confequently as U frieiid to the indepen- 
dence of America. Spain, however, did that which every 
man, unacquainted with the great fprings which ^et that 
inonarthy m motion, fondly imagined to be impoffible; 
why, then, might not.Tipj>oo Saib do' what appeared to us 
improbable that he flit)uld do ? and which appears improba- 
ble, only becaufe we are unacquainted with the difpofition 
of the neighbours of that Prince. 

• Mr. Fox concluded by expreffing his anxiety to fee the 
pew bill for^ new modelling the Eaft-India Company. He 
ftill thought his own bill the beft : but he recommended it 
to the right honourable gentleman to take away the p6wcrs 
of m if management from the Courts of Direftors and Pro- 
prietors, and IFrom the fervants abroad. The Company was 
at prefent a ftnk of corruption and iniquity ; and, let the 
right honourable gentleman dp what he would with the pa- 
\ y , ' . tronag^ 
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ti-onage, he woiild b6 fatisfied, if it ^a^ taken from the 
Gompany : for his part, he had rather neither the Direilors 
nor the Crown had it ; but, if of two eviJs he muft chufe 
one, he had rather fee the patronage at the whole difpofal of 
thfe Crown, than continued , in the' hands of thofe -who had ' 

always moft Ihamefully abufed it. He charged the gentle- 
men, who had adled as the reptefentatives of Mr. Haftings 
that day, with having exhibited a paffion, which he would 
not name, but which, he faid, was fomething sis unlike mo-- 
delly as pofTible. * ^ ' 

Mr; Dundas faid, he would not have rifen at that late Mr. Dan^ 
hour <3f the night, had he not been^ fo particularly called ^"* 
Upon and alluded to by different gentlemen in the coutfe of 
the debate; but though he, for that reafon, thought it 
-licceflary to rife^ he did not mean to' go into a difcuffion of 
the feveral fubjefls that had been touched upon, taany great 
extent. He (aid, his chief \iew in rifing was to endeavour, 
at leaff, to bring the minds of gentlemen back to the quef- 
tion, which fimply was, Whether relief fliould be given to 
the Eaft-India Company, as far. as regarded the fituation of 
their affairs here at home? Tnis queflion, he conceived, t 

refled entirely on grounds m<!)re immediately within the 
general conipreljenfion of the Houfe, than the vafl variety> 
of topics that had been flated and difculTed, with regard to 
the fituation of the affairs of the Company abroad, the ftate 
of their b0nd debt in Bei>gal, the probable inveftments that 
would he made for fome years to 'come, and how far. their 
claims ypon certain renters in the Carnatic were likely to 
be fatfsfied. The information the Hotofe had before them, 
and vvhidi had not only given occafion to the prefent quef- 
. tjon's being moved, but which alfo forced the fole grounds 
the Houfe could decide upon, arofe out of a petition of the 
Eaft-lndia Company, afking a farther refpite of duties, and 
a Report of the Dire6lors of that Company, flating the con* 
dition of their affairs, together with a Report of a Com- 
mittee of that Houfe, alledging certain fa£ls as the refult of 
the invefligatlon they had been employed in condud^ing; 
Among the other *eaufes of his having been appealed to in - 
the courfe of the debate, one had been on account of his 
having a£led as a member of the Committee that made the 
Report, flating certain comments upon the Report of the 
Eafl-India Dire6lors. With regard to that circumflanoe, 
he had little fliare, indeed, in the drawing of the Rjeport, , 
which. was chiefly formed out of materials colle<Sled hj . ' 

others, who with great induflry, ability, and judgement. 
Vol. XV. gcc • had 
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hod mad% a cdnfi<ierablc prrogi^efs m digefftingthe ^ccoont of 
the fafts ftated to thc'Houfe as the refult of their rhveftigatioii, 
before he was chofen a merhbcfr of tKe Committee. Not tha^ 
he itoeant, by Ciying thi9, to ihift from off his fhbuMers any 
rfefponfibility 'that ibigh't %e thought to belong to every itidp- 
^ viduJ^l member of that Comiirftt^ ; he meant merely to- 
difclaim any of the merit that the Reports were elhtitled to ;. 
acknowledgPng, -^t the *ime trrfie, as it had* "his completer 
concurrehce, be wa^ chargeable in common with "the reft'^ 
the Committee with its demerit. The materials^of the Re- 
port, however, halving beenv for the chief part, colledled be- . 
fere he was tipon the'CoiBniittce, the heft way of difchaFge« 
itig his duty he fek to be, by comparing th6 faAs feledbed 
to be reported, with the inforlifatibn and the evidence whence 
thofe fa£^s had been adduced ; and, upon fitading that the- 
, one fully boie out the other, he had joined in opinion witl> 
' the reii of the Committee, that'thofe fadls were fit to be re- 
ported. The Committer, Mr. Dundas iaid^ bad been una- 
nim.ous in confining themfelves to fa<fts folely, and in not- 
annexing opinions upon thofe h&s ; this they had*been in- 
duced to agree t0» fr6m-rts being evident^ that upon the fame 
f^^ there might be difierent opinions; and, thercforey to- 
have gone into opinion would hkve led to endlefs contro- 
verfy. Having thus e'xplained what the Committee had 
Kmited themfelves to in pfepaVing the Report, he faid he- 
heM hinafelf as fpee, in confe^uehce of what he had men- 
tioned, todifcbfs^hefadts ftated in the Report of the Com- 
mittee, ahd to rerfon iipon thtem,. a^ any gentleman wha 
had not bten 'of the Cdmmittee. 'He then entered into a 
confideration of feveral of the remarks and animadverfions^ 
i^pon the Report, made by Mr. Atkrhfon, admitting the 
propciety of fome, and denying that others w^re founded. 
After, going through- this difcuiEon, he faid the ftiort quef- 
tion was. Were the Houfe'willing^ in confideration of what 
they knew of the ftate 6f the. Eaft-India Company's afiair^ 
to afford the Company that relief neceffary to thfe carry ingf 
on of thair trade ; or were they, from an idea^ that the 
Company's affairs Were in an unpromifing condition,, ready- 
then to clap hands on the goods in their warehotifes^ and to- 
recover the money due to the Public for duties, by an ibh 
• mediate fale of fuch of the. property of the Company as wac 
• then capnbJe of being "attached ? For one, he deddred, he 
had not the fmalleit difficulty in faying, he was not teudf 
* no give his confent to any fuch attachment ;• but he was, da 
the contrary, -perfetftly'ready to join in affording the Cotn«« 

pany 



Digitized by 



Google 



^>7?*' 3P E 9 A T % % Snf 

fmj tljije FdidF the exigcaicy of Aair- flf^iFS ^| fecMX^^ pr?y«4 ^ 
for. He ent^r^d Into ao ^}^pl^n;ition of the natu^ pf tlis 
ielie^that the Corapany 1^4 p^itione^ fpr, and Ihiew^ tbe 
reafonahJenefa of the rcqmfitio^ on th^ par< %{ t^je Cprij^^ny, 
and the fafety with which t)^^ requifitioiji^ might be ipoiQpli^ 
.with pa the part of thePabJic. Therefpito of duties v^^s 
all that was afced; and 2^5 a fpciM?ity for. ^^^art; rcfpit<?, xh^ 
Public would haye the fati$f;)(^i9^ qf bei(j^ c^t^^iq, that ^Bv^ 
Coippany's warehoufes were fo^ full pf §904^, ^s to 90i»t^Jii 
a fufficient quantity tp furnilh an atmua} ^1^,, tp full i)^ 
iifual amount of the Company's fales fo^ thr<c year^ to 
come; and a profpedk, fcarc^ly liable to lailurc, that tbofc 
warehoufes would be fed wit;!^ a fuppjy of gopds from India, 
fully equal to the continuance of the Company's faies, fl;^ 
three years longer than the three years immedii^tely comr 
mencing. Add to this, that the (a'tisfa(^ioa \ypu,14 hiv^ ip 
much folidity in»it, that the goQdspf^He Cptnpa^iy in thpk 
-warehoufes would, during the wfeol^ fi^f: years, be liable tp 
attachment at the fuit of the Publipj 4t any tim^. th?it the 
Public fhould think their fafety, as. creditors of the Comr 
pany, required fuch a prqcee-ling. 

Mr. Dundas having thus |i^^ted the c^(h t>^w^eq the Pub^ 
lie and the Compj^ny, went into a difcuffion of the princip;^! 
reafonings that had bedn lield in the cqurC? of thje cj^^y, bfi . 
the ft^te of the Company's affairs, ?uid the pjrohi^iie ^han,c«, 

/ ihould peace continue, of thpir emerging fpee^ily from «M)t, 
and grov^rog rapidly into w^^lth. 

In the pi^ogrefs of this difcuffion, he replied to feye^al -pf 
tb0 arguments of Mr. Francis, Mf. J§cott^ atul Mr. Fp3^, 
and anlwered the ;^ppe3l thjit had ^©n mjyie to him, relj^tivif 
to the opinions he had formerly de^livered on the AihJeiJ^ P^ 
Mr. Haftings^ c;ipi;id4}Q£l, Jn very rnanly and dire^fl terms, lip . ^ 

obferyed, tha^! hefciad bcjen charged, on the 6ne band^ with 
not having carried the deciarj^tion^ 6f his oj^jnion upon the 
conduA (S Mr. Haftii^g^ far eqouch ; and 01^ the other, with 
having puAed them too far. ^pis wa«, he faid, preoifely 
^he fituation he iliould be moft ardently defirou^ of ftanding . 

in with regard to Mr. Haftfng«, viz. petvy^en the two eV^ 
tremes; and to be confidered'a,^ neither a hiirfti cenfor c^ 

,^at gentleiTiart, nor as too enthufiaflic an ^uloglft* Hi^ 
opinion of Mr. Haftings at that moment w?s exaftly ipB'hat 
it ever had been. He. acquitted Mr. Jlaftingsy mo$ ^eci'- 
Jedly of having caufed the Marattah war ; bijt h^ thoii^t Mr. 
Haflings to blame fbrnot having put an end to that war 
tooBi&r^ by means of the treaty of Poorunda. While he 

Cc c 2 paffedj 



Digitized by. 



Google 



zip PARLIAMENTARY'. A. 1784. 

fo much blaxn.e on the condufl: of Mr. Haftings, it was ^ 
debt of jufticc that he/ (hould. declare, y^'hen the CaxQatic 
was invaded, Mr. Haftings proved himfcif a man o£ re-? 
fources, a man of a vigorous mind, and an able chieftain, 
by the exertions ht made for the relief of ^ort St. George. 
It ought to be remembered, that at the moment when the 
Carnatic was fo unexpeftedly invaded, had pot the ill coii- 
duft of Hyder Ally, his timidity, or wJnt of confidence 
in his. army,^ or fome unknown caufe of other, prevented 
his marching his troops up to the y(3\h of Fort St. Ceorge, 
Madras muft have fallen. At that critical period, when 
the other Members of the Supreme Council at Bengal met 
again and again, and parted in defpair, without refolving 
on any mcafure whatever, Mr. Haftings alone determined 
on a' vigorous effort to retrieve the defperate affairs of the 
Company in India:; and there ^as not a doubt, but by 
fpiritedly carrying the bold enterprife he determined on, 
by his famous minute of council, into fpeedy effe£^,^ he 
•faved Madras. Mr. Haftings alfo, Mr Durtdas faid, had 
all the merit he afTumed in his letter of tjie i6th of De- 
cember laft, of haying, on many critical occafions, fup-* 
ported the, other Prefidencies by a prompt and liberal.relief. 
Having faid this^ Mr. Dundas recurred to 'other topics. 
Biefore he Concluded, he took notice of what Mr. Fox had 
faid, relative' to. the bill intended to be brought in for the 
legul^tion of the government of India. He faid,; it would 
not be fimilar to^that brought in by the right honourable 
gentleman .himfeifbefQre Chrlftns^S r- but wctuld be a bill, 
giving energy to the' laws already ;iii being, and obliging 
Government tp, a<3: upon thofe hw,Sj and to aft upon them 
with vigour, inftead 01 letting thbm remain tied up as 
mufty rolJs_ of Parliament, perroftly ufelefs • upon the 
ihelves of the office of the Secretary of State, 
Sir Gregory Sir Gregory Page Tur tier declsjred the credit of the country 
Page tur. at large, and the credit of ;the Eaft-lndia Company, were 
*^^' nearly related ; -that the latter was icoufin-ger main to the 

former, and that both ought to be fuppprted: .he hoped, 
therefore, the-Houfe vyould^^raot tl^e. relief ri^quired by 
tht Company. He faid, be^.fhould fupport the Bill Mr. 
J?itt (hould brii^ in for the reg^Iatipn of th^. government 
of the Eail-Jndia Company'^ affairs, bec^ufe-; he declared 
he had coq^dcnce: in the righx h<^nQ^rable gentleman, ^nd 
was thence perfuaded the bill would be ^ good one. He 
, .;. .. ', apolpgifed 
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apologifed to the Houfe for having taken up a moment of 
their time. v ' 

Mr. Dempjier faid, he had been perfeftly aftoniflied at Afr. Demp- 
the declaration, relative to the Report of the Committee, ^^, 
of which he had been an unworthy member, that had been 
made by an honourable gentleman, who, though he had 
fpoken with great ingenuity, had, in his judgement, ex- 
preiP^d more plaufibility than argument. The honourable 
jgentleman had declared, that there was no one part of the 
Report that was n9t founded in error, and that he would < 

prove it. This promife, however, the honourable gentle- 
man had not kejpt : and he" was not furprifed at it; for a 
Report framed with more pains', or drawn up in a greater ^ 

ftile bf candour, he believed had never been laid upon the ^ 
table of the houfe. Every thing that was fair and liberal 
had parked the conduft of the Committee. They had 
^endeavoured to hold a confultation with fome of the Di« 
re£iors, and t© learn from them, whether the fa£b that tfic 
Report proceeded upon, were as they underftood them or 
not: but this plan had been prevented by thofe Dire61ors 
infifting on having the queftions the Committee Wifhed to 
alk them, ftated in writing, and then refufing to anfwer 
them, till they had carried them to the other Direftors, ' . 
and taken the opinion of thofe who formeid the Direftor^ \^ 

Report of the ftate of their affairs. This^ the Houfe would 
fee, coiild not be complied with,, becaufe it would have 
led to fuch a length, and coft fo much time, that no Re* 
port couid have been completed, fo aS to have been pffc- 
fented that feffion,-^ Mr. Dempfter faid farther, that when 
the Committee were intent on the mod important part of 
their duty,: he h,ad been caHed away to attend an Eled:ion 
Committee. He had no claim, therefore, to the praife 
du,c to the framers of the Report ; but he was perfuadedf ♦ 
they had greatrclaim to the applaufe of the Houfe and o( 
the country. He reminded the Houfe, that hish friend, Mr. * 
Fox, did not mean to refufe the Eaft-India Company the . 
relief they ilojod in need of, he only wiflied that the rcgu* 
lation of the government of the Company^s affairs- might 
precede the relief. That requeft watf certaiQ4y retfonable. 
There was one circumftance, Mr. Oempfter. faid, that had 
fallen from his right honourable friend, Svith which he 
differed j and he was fure beforehand, that whea he did 
differ from his right honourable friend, he muft be in the 
wrong. The circumftance he alluded to« he iaid. was: 

Viu 
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;Mj. ?W*$ ^xpxcffing a wif^, thaft tke Eaft-Ii^diai Corop^j 
' was in the hands of Government. He begged Feav^ to 
't4cj?rccate tfeat idea. Rathijr th^n f^rc the Eaft-lndia Com- 
, • pany*8 affairs in the bsyidsi of Qovernnxent, or, in other 
VPsds, in the hands of <he Crown, he wiftled it to cp;k5- 
n.V^ wh^rc it npw was. MvDch nathorfliould he fee it ev^er 
(q egrcgioufly .n\ifvia<iaged by the Court of Dired^ora, th.^n 
^ver fo Mreli managed, by th^ Cfow^. Tb? mojtci^nt th^ 
Crown got it in,to its hai>.ds, tbe^e w^$, fronpi th^^ moBoent, 
^n end of the Ubetties oi tbis. <?o\iotify. Perhaps, after ?H, 
the idea he h^d formerly fuggefted refpefting India would 
tc found to be the moll resUor^able ^^^nd the mpil advanta- 
geous. Abandon aU thoughts of adapting a,ny governmcDt 
to it. Give up the fovereignty, and let it ^cast^in an inde- 
pendent ftate, connefted vitK ws J)y tie§ of comnicrcc -r 
Such ? connexion w-auld prove infinit^y advantageous to 
Great Britain j while ^U projefts of a Britift government 
appUc4 to India were utteriy imppffible to be carried into 
cffed. It was impraaicablc for this country, ^t fo gre^t 
;» diftiince from India, tp govern it with any advantage, 
c;ither to the natives or to the benefit bf Croat Bxitain-r 
Wc might tdXk of pnr feelings for the natives of India, of 
cur humanity towards them^^ and oyr ^fftiXion for them, 
^nd our tender regard for their int^r^ft^.. Thofe affertions 
jvould be found to b^ mere words and empty air, Jt w^s 
.not in human nature to car^y th% theory into pra,atice. 

At length the; queftipn was put fpr le^vc to Virgin thf 
bHi^.and agreed to, 

-/' ' . y^iys^ 

Iff. Idea. On the feeond reading of the fmuggling bill, Ms. Edm 
faid, that he had fome objedlions to parts of this bill, 
which, involving confiderations of fome difficulty, and at. 
the fame time of fome importance, ought in candour to be 
ftated in the prefent ftage of the proceeding, that the lav 
^c^rs of the Crown might give them a due attention -* 
He had great doubts as to the propriety, and, indeed, as to 
the meaning of the; wcurds, which extend the powers of 
fearch Ad feizuxc, <' ever thie four feas \*^ he bad afted, 
both of lawyer^ aa4.of feamen fome explanation of thofe 
w^rds, and had f^ot found any two men who concurred in 
their opinions refpe&ing them ; fome extending their im- 
• port into the Atlantic on, the one band, and to the North 
1^ on the other ^ and alt concurring to give, even ||i the 

moit 



DigitEed by 



Google 



A.i7«», D E B ft t E V 383 

iticfft ^mitc4 fenfe, ftidh afA ;c»tent 2ts i/cftili Vfc attended 
wftji manyemttfriaifirments of a vtty ferioud nature. He 
haft another obj^^Skion, wMch, hfc hofied, was only ^ ; 
diiftake inchraWing the bill ; but tk'erc was a claafc which 
expreffely g^Ve a tight to jfeize ktid eicamine all veffcls of any 
nation ihtitne of .peace^ within the aforefaid indefinite de- 
fcriptidn of the foar feas — He objefted alfo to the claufe , 
which gaVe apowtfr ot confifcation toonfe jafticfe, on tht 1 

oath of oTfc Witncfsj and'fo that Vhi.ch exempts from Xfit 
provifions of the a£l, all Veffcls coming from America o'r 
A'frka, and Vet does not mention the Eaft-India veffek— • 
Ae alfo ol))e9:e-4 to the ' impropriety <3* fufbjefting trading 
Veftels fo ejcpcnfiV'e licence's ¥rom the Admiralcv '(to which 
Mr. Pitt feemed ftrongly toaffent) He ftated otner minuter 
cKje&ionSy but wiihed that the more material ones might 
be confidered previous to the commitm<ent« 

Mr, IVilberforce objefted ftrongly to the fubjefting veffels Mr, W^ 
tofcrifeitu?fe> beeaiffe they -might be found to bavte tea or Perforce. 
' fpirits aboard, though contrary to the knowledge of the 
owners or officer^. 

Mr. Attorney ^ General 'B^ffntei him, that the d«iife of wiiich The Atcw* 
he complained woirld not have any bad effe£k, aef General 

Mr, Stanhope fupported Mr. Wilberforce^ objeclon. 

Bill commi€ted for Fridiay. 

JuJy6. 

Major Scott cbferved, that 'in looking dtrcV the Appendix Mtj. Scotii' 
'to the ReJJort of the Selca Committee, he cxpefted to'find 
an account of the fupplies font from Befigal to Madras and 
Bombay during the war-; but as the' account was not in« 
. eluded, be would move for permiffion to bring k forward, 
for two reafons : th^ one, becaufe it would appear that 
^bove 7,29o,oooK had been font for th'c fupport of the 
war, from Bengal, Jn-ftve years. r the other, that it would 
tend to convince gentlemen, how capable Bengal was of 
paying off its pfefent incumbrances^ and affifting the coun* 
try if we enjoyed a few years peace; for the Major ob- 
fcrved, it was a fa£l which did not admit of difpute, that 
the revenues of Bengal and its inveftments had been con£«^ 
derably improved during the war. Major ScOtt then added^ 
that perhaps what he was going to fay was not i}:ri£t}y re-* 
gular^ but it had beenntentioned by a right bonotfrabk gen- 
tleman, not then^im liis plaCe, in the 'hift debate, »that 

though 
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though gentlemen of a certain defcription. in the Houfe 
might hot be remarkable for abilities, they certainly werd 
formidable from their numbers. The firft obfervation he 
would not prefume to difputc^ the fecond he would deny,. 
by an appeal to fafts 5 for though this afferion had been re- 
peated in all the newspapers, in pamphlet:s, and in one in 
paxticulai:, lately publiftied, intitled, A Reprefentation to 
His Majefty^, he could affure the Houfe, that from a ftria 
examination of the lifts of the late and prefect Parliaments 
he found that there were fewer of thofc gentlemen who / 
compofe the India members, as they are called, by two in 
I this Parliament ^han in the laft, at the commencement of 
the ieilion, as appeared from an accurate lift which he then, 
held in his hand*. ^ ' 

Two 

♦ The paper referred to was a« follows : 

' A lift of India Directors, Captains of Indiamen, Ships HuibandS| 
hi the late and prefent Parliament. 
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Richard Barwell, 
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Sir Thomas Rumbold, 
Sir Francis Sykes, 
John Webb,. 
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H. J. Scrachey, 
Paul Benfield, 
Robert Oregory^ 
T. Bates Rous^ 
Captain Rumbold, 
General Smith, 
J. M. Smith, 
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Sir Richard Hotham, 
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Jacob WiJkinfon, 



PRESENT. 

Richard Barwell^ 
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Sir Francis Sykes^ 
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L. Darell, 

'John Grant, 
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Twd gentlemen had bfcen elefled lately, and fat one on 
each fide of the Houfc ; and at this moment thdre wete pre- 
clfely the fame number of gentlemen who had ferved the 
,£aft-India Company in any capacity at home or abroad,- in 
this Parliament as there was in the lad. 

* Mr. Eden did not rife ^o oppofe the wifhes of the ho- Mr. Idea, 
nourable member: if thofe people who had beeu^in India; 
and on their return home had been- elefted^ member^ of 
the Houfe of Commons; were the gentlemen, and no others, 
whom he nominated India members, his* pofition, under • 
fuch reftridlions might be admitted : but thcreVere furcly 
other perfons intimately connefted with the India Com- ' 
pv^Yf who did npt belong to that defcription — Would it 
be believed in the country, that thofe whom the honour- • 
able gentleman had included in the lift, were all who wer€ 
influenced by the Eaft-India Company ? It was furely a 
delicate matter to talk about ^ but gentlemen had not fliut, 
their eyes at -the late eledion. . They had obferved the 
movements of the Company, and they knew that there, 
were a good many gentlemen, who, though they had never 
been in India, anci were not by profeffion connefted with 
the Company, fuppofed to be friendly in their fentiments, 
and inclined to ferve them. This was a matter which he . 
Was ^by no means difpofed to inquire into ; and he ftiould 
not have rifen to fay a fyllable on the matter, if the ho- 
nourable gentleman had not thought it necelTaiy to anfwer 
the rumours by the ftatement he had .given — Ifj there- 
fore, the honourable member thought the paper he held 
in his h;ind decifive ou the point, as eflential to his own ^ 

Conviftions and thofe of the iioufe, he would not oppofe 
its being laid upon the table. 

Major Scott rofe to anfwer him, an^ faid, it was im» MajorSco^ 
poflible for the gentlemen of India to reply to pofitions . ^ • 

George Johnftonc, ' Richard Atkinfon,. 

John Townfon, Ftancis Baring, 

Samuel Smith, jun. Paul Le Mcfuricr, 

Sir William James. 30 Samuel Smith, jun. .39 

Lord Clive and his friends are not included in this till, nor Mr. 
Townfon, who is out of the direftion by rotation; however, they are 
Acted by the Major, though in his opihiou, they could not be faid to 
belong to «vhat i$ called the India intereii in Parliament. 
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fe vague and loofe as thofc How thrown out ; tbey could 
meet^ and they were ready to meet, fa£ts \ wd he defied 
the mod ftrenuous man in oppofition to contradift the 
ftatement hehad given. 

The Speaker interferedj and faid, the whole of the con- 
verfation was very irregular ) ,and begged that gentlemen 
would not carry it farther. 

The matter dropt here. 
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BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT, eppofitc BuRLrNCTON 
House, Piccadilly, . 

THE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, No. V. and VI. ofthc prefcn/ 
Parliament : Containing an accurate, full, and impartial Account of 
iH the Debates of the lad SefHon, \ collated with the Notes aod^ Papers of 
fcvcral Gentlemen, who very obligingly communicated .the fame. 

^ At the dcfirc of fi^veral Perfons of diftiniguilhcd Abilities and Rank, /this 
Wofk was undertaken. The favourable Reception it has met 'with during the 
whole of the two laft Parliaments, not only demands thcjnoft grateful Acknow* 
ledgements of the Editors, but encourages them to a Continuation of the fame 
through the prcfcnt Parliament. For* this Purpofe, and to prevent Mifreprc* 
fcntaiion, they beg leave again to folicit the Affidakcc of their former Friends^ 
and every other Gentleman. A drift Attention will be paid to their Commands 
and Favours; lior will any Afliduity or Care be wanting to preferve thaij Truth 
and Accuracy, for which this tVork has hitherto been diftinguifhcd. 
Of whom tnay be had, . 

TTic PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the lall Parliament, complete, 
viz. from 1780 to 1784, In Fourteen Volumes. Price. 5I. 8s, half bound 
and lettered. 

The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the former Parliament, from 
1774 to 1780, in fcrcntcen Volumes, Price 6l. 6s. half bound and lettered. 

The REMEMBRANCER; or IMPARTIAL REPOSITORY of- PUB. 
Lie EVENTS. The American War gave rife to this Work in 1775. 
Every authentic Paper relative to that War, as alfo with Fra<ice and Spain, 
whether publilhcd in England or America, by the British Minis jry, 
•r the American Congress, are all carefully inferred in this Work. The 
Letters of the fcveral Commkndiog Officers, Addrcffcs, Refoluttons of the 
various Committees, Conventions, j &c* To thefc have been prefixed, at the 
Deiire of many Perfons, a Cbllcftion of authentic .Papers reff e6^ing the Dif- 
pttte with -^merica before the Commencement of Hoftilities. As the Remem- 
brancer gave the beft and only Accounts of the Trtnfaftions of the War,' the 
(principal Encouragers of the Work wiflied to fee prefcrv^d and printed, in the 
fame Size, all thofe authentic Papers on the various Subje6ls of Dilpute, from^ 
the Refolutions which gave rife to the Statnp Adt in 1:64, to the Battle of Lex- 
ington in 1775. This Volume accompanies the Rcmemhrancer, and is called 
Prior Documents, or a Colleflion of intcrefting, authentic Papers, relative to 
the Difpute between Great Britain and America \ (hewing the Caufes and Pro* 
grtfs of that Mifundcrflanding, from 1764 to 1775. Complete Sets of this 
valuable and interefting Work may be had of the Publilher in Seventeen Vo- 
lumes. Price Six Guineas, half bound and lettered. 

*4i* Thofe Gentlemen who are in waht of any particular fJumbers to com- 
plete their S^ts, are earneftly intrcated to order them as fpeedily as poffible. 

The l^EW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL FOR WIT: Being a Collcaion 
of fugitive Pieces in Profe and Verfc, not in any other Colleftion. A new 
l^ttion, conHderably improved and enlarged $ in which are infcrted fcvcral cu- 
rious Pieces, by Lady Craven, the Marquis of Carmarthen, the Earls of Car- 
llile, Bviehan» Nugent; the Lords Palmerflon, Mulgrave, HoUan^; Sir J. 
Moore, Right Hon. C. )• Fox, Right Hon. T^. i^itzpattrick, Sir W. Jones, Dr. 
j^. Franklin, J. Wilkes,' D. Gwick, R. B. Sheridan, Sir Charles Hanbury 

Williams, 
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tVIlIiams, Mr. Gray, Mr. Mafon, G. EUiS, R. Cumberland, B- Edwards, 
Capt. E. Thoinpfon, &c. &c. wiiich were riot in the former Edition ; together 
with fcvcral Pieces, mow firft printed from the. Authors' Manurcripts. The 
Whole carefully rcvifcd, arranged, and corrc^ed, in fix VoluBies. Price x8»t 
^ewed. 

The, NEW PEERAGE; or, the Ancient and Prcfent State of the Nobility of 
RnglXnp, Scotland, and Ireland^ contavning a genealogical Account 
©f the Peers, whether by Summons or Creation j their Dcfcents and collateral 
Branches; their Births, Marriages^ and KTuer together with their pnternal 
Coats of Arms, Crcfts, Supporters, and Mottoes, engraved. To which is 
mddcd. The Extinft Peerage, comprehending an authentic. Account of the Peers ■ 
who have ever elided from the earlicft Times. A new Edition. In three. 
Volumes Oftavo. Price ijs. in Boards. 

• *.^* The Editors profefs to have given in thefc Volumes the cleared, moft 
authentic, and the bcfl digcftcd Account of the noble Pamilies of Engij^ND, 
Scotland, and Ireland, hitherto publifhcd; and, by omitting unnecefiary 
Dif^rcfljons, and oftcntatious Quotations from Hidories and biographical Me- 
moirs, which only fcrve to increaic the Price, have exhibited their Gcaealogies 
clear and explicit, fo that every collateral Branch is fcen with great Facility 
ami ExaAncIs, and few even of the Gentry of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
who have intermarried with ^ the Nobility of thole Kingdoms, but may here 
difcoyer by what Degree of Confanguinity they are allied. 

A r*.w Edition gf COLLINS's PEERAGE of ENGLAND. In eight 
Volumes. Enriched with many valuable Additions, and continued to theprc^ 
fcntTiinc; with ill the Arms finely engraved, Price.zl. i2«. 6d.^ 

OBSERVATIONS on tht COMMERCE of the AMERICAN STATES, , 
by JOHN LORD SHEFFIELD. A. new Edition, being the Sixth, . much ' 
enlarged ; with an Appendix, containing Tables of the Imports and Exports 
of Great Britain to and from all Parts; aifothc Exports of America, &c. 
>virh Remarks on thofe Tables, and on the late Proclamations, &c. With a 
copious Index. Price Six^Shillings in Boards.,* 

BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA ; or, the Lives of the moft eminent Pcr- 
fons'who have flouriflicd in Great Britain and Ireland, from the earlieft Ages 
to the prcfent Times. Colle6Ved from the befi: Authorities^ printed and manu- - 
jcript, and digcftcd in the Manner of Mr. Bayle's Hiftorical and Critical Dic- 
tionary. The fccond Edition, with Corre£lions, Enlargements, and the Addi- 
tion of new Lives, By Andrew Kippis, D. D. F. R. S. and S. A. With the 
Atfiftaricc of the Rev. JoYcph Towers, LL. D. and other GcnUemen. Vo- 
lume the Third. Price il. iis. 6d. in Sheets. 

Of whom may be had tht firfland lecond Volumes of tlie above Work, Price 
il. lis 6d. each, iiv Sheets. 

♦^* The fourth Volume is in the Prefs, and will be publiflied with all 
poflible Expedition. 

BIOGRAPHIA DRAMATICA, an hiftorical and critical Account of the 
T,ivcs and Writifigs of Britilh and Irifli Dramatic Writers, from the eariie^ 
Times to 1784; with Anecdotes and Remarks^ on every anonymous ' dramatic 
Performance. In two large Volumes oftavo. Price 12s. in Boards/ 

OLD BALLADS, hiftorical and narrative, with fom£ of modern D^xty 
now firft collefled and re-printed from rare Copies and Manufcripts, none cf 
which are inferted in Dr. Percy's Colle6tion j to which this Work may be con- 
fidcrcd as a proper Supplement. The fecond Edition; elegantly printed^ in four 
Volumes o^avo. Price 14s. fcwcd 
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